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ADVERTISEMEl^t. 

'THE Idler having omitted to dijiinguijb the tffajs 
of his Correfpondents by any particular Jignaturey 
thinks it necejfary to inform his Readers^ that from 
the nintby the fifteenth^ thirty-third^ forty fecond^ 
^yfourthj Jixtyfeventhy feventyfiicth^ fevemy^ninth^ 
eighty fecondj . ninety-tbirdy ninety fixthy and ninety* 
iightb Papers y he claims no other praife than that of 
having given them to the Publick *• 

* The names of the authors of thefe Papers^ as far as kaowo^ 
i|3l be given in the courfe of the prefent edition. 
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ID L E R. 



Numb. 1. Saturday, April 15^ 1758*. 

Vacui uhfutnhra 
Lufimust HoR. 

THOSE who attempt periodical effays feem 
to be often flopped in the beginning, by, the 
difficulty of finding a proper title. Two writers, 
fince the time of the Spedator^ have affumed his 
name, without any pretenfions to lawful inherit- 
ance ; an effort was once made to revive the Tatler ; 
and the ftrange appellations, by which other papers 
have been called, fhow that thef, authors were dif- 
treffed, like the natives of America, who come to the 
Europeans to beg a^name* 

It will be eafily believed of the Idler^ that if his 
title had required any fearch, he never would ^have 

found 

* Originally publiihcd in " The Univerfal Chronicle* or 
Weekly Gazette,*' a newfpap^r projeAed by Mr. John New- 
bery.- C. 
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« THE IDLER. N* i, 

found It. Every mode of life has its conveniencies. 
The Idler y who habituates hirafelf to be fatisfied with 
what he can mod eafily obtain, not only efcapes la- 
bours which are often fruitlefs, but fometimes fuc- 
ceeds better than thofe who defpife all that is within 
their reach, and think every thing more valuable as 
it is harder to be acquired. 

If fimilitude of manners be a mouve to kindnefs, 
the Idler may flatter himfelf with univerfal patron- 
age. There is no fingk diara^ler under which fuch 
numbers are comprifed. Every man is, or hopes to 
be, an Idler. Even thofe who feem to differ moft- 
from us are haftening to increafe our fraternicy ; as 
peace is the end of war, fo to be idle is the ultimatCr 
purpofe of the bufy. 

There is perhaps no appellation by which a writer 
can better denote his kindred to the human fpecies. 
It has been found hard to defcribe man by an ade- 
quate definition. Some philofophers have called 
him a reafonable animal ; but others have coniidered 
reafon as a quality of which many creatures partake. 
He has been termed likewife a laughing animal; 
but it is faid that fome men have never laughed. 
Perhaps man may be more properly diftiiiguifked 
as an idle animal ; for there is no man who is not 
fometimes idle. It is at lead: a definition from 
which none that (hall find it in this paper can be 
excepted ; for who can be more idle than the reader 
of the Idler ? 

That the definition may be complete^ idlenefs 
muft be not only the general, but the peculiar cha- 
raderiilic of man; and perhaps man is. the only 
being that can properly be called idle» that does by 

otherg 
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NM* THE IDLER. ^ 3 

others what he might do himfelf, or facrifices duty 
tt pleafure to the love of cafe. 

Scarcely any name can be imagined from which 
lefs envy or competition is to be dreaded. The Id/er 
has no rivals or enemies. The man of bufinefe for- 
gets him ; the man of enterprife defpifes him ; and 
though fuch as tread the fame track of life fall 'com- 
monly into jealoufy and difcord, Idlers are always 
found to affociate in peace; and he who is moft 
famed for domg nothing, is glad to meet another as 
idle as himfelf. 

What is to be expefted from this paper, whether 
it will be uniform or various, learned or familiar, 
ferious or gay, political or moral, continued or in- 
terrupted, it is hoped that no reader will enquire. 
That the Idler has fome fcheme, cannot be doubted ; 
for to form fchemes is the Idler^s privilege. But 
though he has many projefts in his head, be is now 
grown fparing pf communication, having obferved, 
that his hearers are apt to remember what he forgets 
himfelf ; that his tardinefs of execution expofes him 
to the encroachments of thofe who catch a hint and 
fall to work ; and that very fpecious plans, after long 
contrivance and pompous difplays, have fubfided in 
wearinefs without a trial, and without mifcafriage 
have been blafted by derifion. 

Something the Idler^s charafter may be fuppofed 
to promife. Thofe that are curious after diminutive 
hiftory, who watch the revolutions of families, and 
the rife and fall of characters either inale or female, 
will hope to be gratified by this paper ; for the Idler 
is always inquifitive and 'feldom retentive. He that 
delights in obloquy and fatire, and wifhes to fee clouds 

B 2 gathering 
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gathering over any reputation that dazzles him vnth 
its brightnefs, will fnatch up the Idlerh efiays with 
a beating heart. The Idler is naturally cenforious ; 
thofe who attempt nothing themfelves, think every 
thing eafily performed^ and confider the unfucceff- 
fill always as criminal. 

I think it necefTary to ^ve notice, that I make no 
contrafty nor incur any obUgation.^ If thofe who 
depend on the Idkr for intelligence and entertain- 
ment, fliould fuffer the difappointment which com- 
monly follows ill-placed expedations, they are to lay 
the blame oply on themfelves. 

Yet hope is not wholly to be call away. The 
Idler, though iluggifhy is yet alive, and may fome« 
times be ftimulated to vigour and a&ivity. He may 
defcend into profdundnefs, or tower into fublimity ; 
for the diligence of an Idler is rapid and impetuous, 
as ponderous, bodies forced into velocity move with 
violence proportionate to their weight. 

But thefe vehement exertions of intelleft cannot 
be frequent, and. he will therefore gladly receive help 
from any correfpondent, who fhall enable him to 
pleafe without his own labour. He excludes no 
ftyle, he prohibits no fub]e£t ; only let him that 
wntes to the Idler remember, that his letters muft 
not be long ; no words are to be fquandered in de- 
clarations of efteem, or confeffions of inability ; con- 
fcious dulnefs has little right to be prolix, and praife 
is not fo welcome to. the Idler as quiet. 
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Numb. 2. Saturday^ April 23, 1758, 

Toto vufi quater anno 
Membranam. Hor, 

TV/TAlsPY pofidons are often on the tongue, and 
feldom in the mind j there are many truths 
which every human being acknowledges and forgets. 
It is generally known, that he who experts much will 
be often difappointed ; yet difappointment feldom 
fcures us of expe&ation, or has any other effed than 
that of producing a moral fentence, or peeviih ex* 
clamation. He that embarks in the voyage of life, 
will always wilh to advance rather by the impulfe of 
the wind, than the ftrokes of the oar ; and many 
founder in the paffiige, while they lip waiting for the 
gale that is to waft them to their wifh. 

It will naturally be fufpeded that the Idler has; 
lately fu£fered feme difappointment, and that he does 
not talk thus gravely for nothing. No man is re- 
quired to betray his own fecretSt I will, however, 
confefs, that I have now been a writer almoft a week, 
and have not yet heard a fingle word of praife, no- 
ycceived one hint from ^ny correfpondent. 

Whence this negligence proceeds I am not able 
to difcover. Many of my predeceffors have thought 
themfelves obliged to return their acknowledgments 
in the fecond paper, for the kind reception of the 
firft ;- aEid, in a fliort time, apologies have become 
neceffary to , thofe . ingenious gentlemen and ladies, 
whofe performances, though in the hjghpft degree 
• B 3 elegant 
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6 THE IDLER. N^ a* 

elegant and learned, have been unavoidably de- 
layed. 

What then will be thought of me, who, having 
experienced no kindnefs, have no thanks to return ; 
whom no gentleman or lady has yet enabled to give 
any caufe of difcontent, and who have therefore no 
opportunity of (hewing how {kilfully I can pacify re- 
fentment, extenuate negligence, or palliate ^jedion ? 

I have long known that fplendour of reputation is 
ftot to be counted among the lieceffaries of life, and 
therefore fhall not much repine if praife be withheld 
till it is better deferved. But furely I may be al- 
lowed to complain, that, in a nation of authors, not 
one has thought me worthy of notice after fo fair zn 
invitation. 

At the time when the rage of writing has feized 
the old and young,^ when the cook warbles her 
lyrlcks in the kitchen, and the thrafber vociferates 
his heroicks in the bam ; when our traders deal out 
knowledge in bulky volumes, and our girls forfake 
their famplers to teach kingdoms wifdom ; it may 
'feern very unneceffary to draw any more from their 
proper occupations, by affording new opportunities 
of literary fame. 

I ihould be indeed unwilling to find that, for the 
fake of correfponding with the M?r, the fmith's iron 
had cooled on the anvil, or the fpinfter's diftaff 
ilood unemployed. I folicit only the contributions 
of ihofe who have already devoted themfelves to 
literature, or, without any determinate intention, 
wander at large through the expanfe of \ift9 and 
wear out the day in hearing at one place what they 

utter at another. 
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Of tl^eTe^ a gresut part are already writers. One 
has a frimi in the ciyiatry upon whom he exercifes 
his powers ; whofe paffions he raifes and d^relTes ; 
whofe uBiderftanding he perplexes with paradoxes, 
or ftr^ngthens by argjunteoit; whofe admiration be 
courts, whole praifes he enjoys; and who forvet 
him uiftead of a fenate or a theatre ; as the young 
fol^iers in the Roman camp learned thjQ ufe of their 
weapons by fencing againft a poft in the place of aa 
e^einy. 

Aj^t^ hds his pockets filled with eflays and epi- 
gramS], which he reads from houfe to houfe, to fe« 
led parties ; and which his acquaintances are daily 
eatreating him to withhold no longer from the im« 
patience of the publick. 

tf among thefe sa>y one is perfoaded, that, by fuch 
preludes of compofition, he has qualified himfelf tp 
appear ia the -open world, and is yet afbad of thofe 
cenfureff which they who have already written, and 
U^ey who cannot write, are equally ready to fulmi* 
nate againft publick pretenders to fame, he may, by 
traafmitting his performances to the Idkr^ make 9 
cheap experknent of his abilities, and enjoy the 
ploafure of fuccefs, without ^e hazard of mifcar* 
riage. 

Many advantages not generally known arife from 
this method of ftealing on the publick. The ftand* 
ing author of the paper is always the objed of criti- 
cal malignity. Whatever is mean will be imputed 
to him, and whatever is excellent be afcribed to his 
affiftants. It does not much alter the event, that 
the author and his correfpondents are equally un. 
known ; for the author, whoever he be, is an indi. 

B 4 vidual. 
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vidual, of whom every reader has fome fixed idea, 
and whom he is therefore unwilling to gratify with 
applaufe ; but the praifes given to his correfpondents 
are fcattered in the air, none can tell on whom they 
will light, and therefore none are unwilling to beftow 
them. 

He that is known to contribute to a periodical 
work, needs no other caution than not to tell what 
particular pieces are his own j fuch fecrecy is indeed 
very difficult j but if it can . be maintained, it is 
fcarcely to be imagined at how fmall an expence he 
may grow confiderable. 

A perfon of quality, by a:"fingle paper, may cn- 
grofs the honour of a volume. Fame is indeed 
dealt with a hand lefs and lefs bounteous through 
the fubordinate ranks, till it defcends to the profeffed 
author, who will find it very difficult to get more 
than he deferves j but every man who does not want 
it, or who needs not value.it, may have liberal al- 
lowances ; and, for five letters in the year fent to the 
Idler ^ of which perhaps only two are printed, will be 
promoted, to the firft rank of ' writers by thofe who 
are weary of the prefent race of wits, and wilh to finfc 
them into obfciifity before the luftre of a name no^ 
yet known enough to be detefted. 
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Numb, 3. Saturday, April 29, 1758. 

Oiia vita 
Solamur cantUf <Stat. 

TT has long been the complaint of thofe who frcr 
quent the theatres, that all the dramatick art ha$ 
been long exhaufted, and that the yiciflxtudes of for- 
tune, and accidents of lifp, have been (hewn in eve? y 
poflible combination, till the firft fcene informs us of 
the laft, and the play no fooner opens, than every 
auditor knows bow it will conclude. When a con- 
fpiracy is formed in a tragedy, we guefs by whom it 
yrill be detefted; when a letter is dropt in a co*' 
medy, we can tell by whom it will be found. No- 
thing is now left for the poet but charaSer and fen- 
tiraent, which are to make their way as they can, 
without the foft anxiety of fufpence, or the enliven^ 
ing agitation of furprife. 

A new paper lies under the fame difad vantages 
as a new play. There is danger left it be new 
without novelty. My earlier predeceffors had their 
choice of vicei and follies, and felefted fuch as were 
moft likely to raife merriment or attraft attention ; 
they had the whole field of life before them, un- 
trodden and unfurveyed ; charaSers of every kind 
fliot up in their way, and thofe of the moft luxu- 
riaiit growth, or moft confpicuous colours, were 
naturally cropt by the fifft fickle. They that fol- 
low are forced to peep into - negledted corners^ to 

note 
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note the cafual varieties of tlie fame fpecies, and to 
recommend themfelves by minute induftry, and dif- 
tinftions too fubtle for common eyes. 

Sometimes it nlay happen, that the hafte or negli- 
gence of the firft inquirers has left enough behind 
to reward another fearch ; fometimes new objefts 
ftart up under the eye, and he <hat i& looking for one 
kind of matter, is amply gratified by the jdifcovery 
of pother. But ftill it muft be allowed, that, as 
more is taken, lefs can remain ; and every truth 
brought newly to light irapoverilbes the mine, 
from which fucceeding intellefts are to dig their 
treafures* 

Many philofophei's imagine, that the elements 
tjiemfelves may be in time exhaufted ; that the fun, 
by (hyiijng long, wilj eflfufe all its light i and that, by 
the continual waile of aqueous particles, the whole 
earth wiU at lail become a fandy defert, 

I would not advife my readers to difturb them* 
felves by contriving how they fhall live without light 
and water. For the days of univerfel thiril and per- 
petual d^rknefs are at a great diilance. The ocean 
a^id the fun will laft our time, and we may leave 
pofterity to fhift for themfelves. 
. But if the ftores of nature are limited, much more 
narrow bounds muft be fet to the modes of life ; and 
mankind may want a moral or amufing paper, n^any 
years before they (hall be deprived of drink or day* 
light. This want, which to the bufy and the inven- 
tive may feem eafily remediable by fome fubftitute or 
other, the whole race of Id/ers will feel with all the 
ftnfibility that fuch torpid animals can fufFer. 

When 



Digitized by 



Google 



N^j. TUB IDi.?E- If 

Wbm I <*<^fi4er the innuiaerable multifiuded diat^ 

l^vi^ BQ iiiotiye of d^fire, or dctcrimns^tioft of wilU 

lie freezing ia pf^rpatu^i ioa^vity, till fome Eternal 

iaipulfe puts ihi&m in ouptioQi. who awake in the 

jQ^oriupg, va^am of thought, \Hth mmd^ g^P^ng for 

the iatell^^ii;^! f^od, which fome kind ^(fayift hu 

heen accuftoa^d to fuppiy; 1 am moved by the 

CQOuiuieFatioa with wbkh all human bdings ought 

to hehojd the diftrefe^ of each other, to try fome ex* 

pedioits for their relief, and to entire by what me* 

thod$ the Uftlffs may be aftuated, and the empty br 

repl^fbed* 

There are faid to be pleafurcs in madne& knowA 
only to madmen. There are certaiiiily miferies ia 
idlenefe, which the Idifr only can cpnceivet Theft 
mifeiries I have q^qi felt wd often bewailed^ ( 
know by ex|3^^nce, bow welcome is every s^voc;^ 
tion that fummons the thoughts to a new image ; aft4 
how mach languor and latitude are relieved by that 
officioufjsiefs which offers a momentary anmfement to 
him who is unable to find it for himfelf* 

It is naturally indifferent to this r^e of men what 
entertainment they receive, fo they ^re but enter* 
taiiied. They catch, with equal eagemefs, ;at a mow 
ral ledlure, or the memoirs of a robber ; a predidion 
of the appearance of a comet, or the calculation of 
the chances of a lottery. 

They might therefore eafily be pleafed, if they 
confulted only their own minds ; but thofe who will 
not take the trouble to think for themfelves, have al« 
ways fomebody that thinks for them ; and the difii^ 
culty in writing is to pleafe thofe from whom others 
learn to be plca&d. 

a Much 
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Much mifchief is done in the world with very little 
intereft or defign. He that affumes the charader of 
a critick, and juftifies his claim by perpetual cen- 
fure, imagines that he is hurting none but the au« 
tfaor, and him he co'nfiders as a peftilent animal, 
whom every other being has a right to perfecute ; lit- 
tle does he think how many harmlefs men he involves 
in his own guilt, by teaching them to be noxious 
without malignity, and to repeat objeftiofts w^hich 
they do not underftand ; or how many honeft minds 
he debars from pleafure, by exciting an artificial fa- 
ftidioufnefs, and making them too wife to^ concur 
with their own fenfations. He who is taught by a 
critick to diflike that which pleafed him in his na- 
tural ftate, has the fame reafon to complain of his 
inftrudor, as the madman to rail at his doftor ; who, 
when he thought himfelf mafter of Peru, phyflcked 
him to poverty. 

If men will ftruggle againft their own advantage, 
they are not to expeft that the Idkr will take much 
plains upon them ; he has himfelf to pleafe as well as 
them, and has long learned, or endeavoured to learn, 
liot to make the pleafure of others too neceffary tQ 
^is own. 
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Npmb. 4. Saturday, May 6, 1758- 

CHARITY, or teridenleft for the poor, which 
is now juftly confidered, by a great part of 
mankind, as infeparable from piety, and in which 
aknbft all the goodnefs of the prefent age confifts, is, 
I think, known only to thofe who enjoy, either im- 
mediately or by tranfmiflion, the light of revela- 
tion- 

Thofe ancient nations who have given us the wifeft 
models of government, and the brighteft examples of 
patriotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfcribed by 
all fucceeding legiilatures, and whofe hiftory is fludied 
by every candidate for political or military rieputa- 
tion, have yet left behind them no mention of alms- 
houfes or hofpitals, of places where age might repofe, 
or ficknefs be relieved.* 

The Roman emperors, indeed, gave large donatives 
to the cidzens and foldiers, but thefe diftributions 
were always reckoned rather popular than virtuous : 
nothing more was intended than an oftentation of 
liberality, nor was any recompence expefted, but 
fuffrages and acclamations. 

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that 
ceafed to need the fiivour of the people, ceafed like- 
wife to court it ; and, therefore, no man thought it 
cither neceflary or wife to make any (landing pro- 
vifion-for the needy, io lopk forwards to the. wants of* 

I pofterity^ 
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pofterity, or to fecure fucceffions of charity, for fuc* 
ceffions of diftrefs. 

Compaffion is by fome rcafoncrs, on whom the 
name of philofopbers has been ld6 eafily confetVed^ 
refolved into an kfFe^ion merely felfifh, an involun- 
tary perception of pain at the involiimary fight of a 
being like ourfelves languiihing in mifery. But this 
fenfation, if evef it be felt at all from the brute ilk- 
ftind of uninftruded nature^ will Only produce ef- 
fects defultory an4 tranfient ; it will ftever fettle into 
a principle of adion, or extend relief to calamity 
unfeeUy in generations not yet in being. 

The devotion of life ot fortune to the fuccour of 
the poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity 
has never rifen by its own poWcn The charity of 
the Mahtnnetans is a precept which their teacher evi* 
dently tfanfplanted from the do£):rines of Chrifti-* 
anicy ; and the cafe with which foihe of the Oriental 
feds attend, as is faid, to the neceflitie$ of the dif- 
eafed and indigent, may be added to the other argu<^ 
ments, which prove Zoroajier to have borrowed hid 
inftitutions from the law of Mofeu 

The prefent age, though not likely to fliJne here- 
after among the moft fplendid periods of hiftory, hai 
yet given examples of charity^ which may be very 
properly recommended to imitation. The equal 
diftribution of wealth, which long commerce' has 
prbduced, does not enable any fifngte hand to raifd 
edifices of piety like fortified citfes, to appfopriate 
manors to religious ufes^ or deal out fuch large and 
lafting beneficence as was fcftttered ovef the land iil 
ancient times, by thofe who poffcffed counties of 
|>rovmces« But no fooner is a lneW fpeciidfr df niifery 

brought 
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brought to view, and a defign of relieving it pro- 
feffed, than every hand is open to contribute feme* 
thing, every tongue is bufied in fotidcation, and 
every art of pleafure is employed for a time in the 
intereft of virtue. 

The moft apparent and preffing miferies incident 
to man, have now their peculiar houfes of reception 
tod relief; and there are few among us raifed how- 
ever little above the danger of poverty, who may not 
juftly claim, what is implored by the Mahomefam in 
their moft ardent benediftions, the prayers of the 
poon 

, Among thofe aftions which the mind can moft fe- 
turely review with unabated pleafure, is that of 
having contributed to an hofpital for the fick. Of 
fome kinds of charity the confequences are dubious ; 
fome. evils which beneficence has been bufy to re- 
medy, are not certainly known to be very grievoui 
to the fufferer, or detrimental to the community ; 
but no man can queftioii whether wounds ^nd lick- 
nefs are not really painful ; whether it be not wor- 
thy of a good man's care to reftore thofe to eafe and 
ufefulnefs, from whofe labour infants and women 
cxpeft their bread, and who, by a cafual hurt, or 
lingering difeafe, lie pining in want and anguifh, 
burthenfopie to others, and weary of themfelves. 

Yet as the hofpitals of the prefent time fublift only 
by gifts beftowed at pleafure, without any folid fund 
of fupport, there is danger left the blaze of charity, 
which now burns with fo much heat and fplendor, 
fhould die away for want of lafting fuel ; left fa- 
ftion fhould fuddenly withdraw her fmile, and in. 
conftaricy transfer the publick attention to fomething 

which 



Digitized by 



Google 



Mhlch may alppear more eligible, becaufe it will be 
new* 

. Whatever is left in the hands of chance muft be 
fubjeft to viciflitude ; and when any eftablifliment is 
found to be ufeful, it ought to be the next care to 
make it permanent. 

But man is a tranfuory being, and his defigns muft 
partake of the imperfeftions of their author. To 
xonfer duration is not always in our power. We 
muft fnatch the prefent moment, and employ it well, 
without too much folicitude for the future, and con- 
tent ourfelves with refleding that our part is per- 
formed. He that waits* for an opportunity to do 
much at once, may breathe out his life in idle wifhes, 
and regret, in the laft hour, his ufelefs intentions, 
and barren zeal. 

The moft afilive promoters of the prefent fchemes 
of charity cannot be cleared from fome inftances of 
mifconduft, which may awaken contempt or cenfure, 
and haften that negleO: which is likely to come too 
fpon of itfelf. The open competitions between dif- 
ferent hofpitals, and the animofity with which their 
patrons oppofe one another, may prejudice weak 
minds againft them all. For it will not be eafily 
believed, that any man can, for good reafons, wife 
to exclude another from doing good. The fpirit of 
charity can only be continued by a reconciliation of 
thefe ridiculous feuds ; and therefore, inftead of con- 
tentions who fhall be the only benefadors to the 
needy, let there be no other ftruggle than who fhall 
be the firft. 
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Numb. 5. Saturday, May 13, 1758. 

KaXAof 
'AyT oboviien dvaow, AnAC. 

OUR military operations are at laft begun ; our 
troops are marching in all the pomp of war, 
and a camp is marked out on the Ifle of Wight ; 
the heart of every Englifhman now fwells with confix 
dence, though fomewhat foftened by generous com. 
paflion for the conftemation and diftreffes of our 
enemies. 

This formidable armament and fplendid march 
produce different effefts upon different minds, accord- 
ing to the boundlefs diverfities of temper, occupation, 
and habits of thought. 

Many a tender maiden confiders her lover as al- 
ready loft, becaufe he cannot reach the camp but by 
croffing the fea; men of a more political under- 
ftanding are perfuaded that we (hall now fee, in a 
few days, the ambaffadors of France fupplicating for 
pity. Some are hoping for a bloody battle, becaufe a 
bloody battle makes a vendible narrative ; fome are 
compofing fongs of vidlory ; fome planning arches of 
triumph ; and fome are mixing fireworks for the cele- 
bration of a peace. 

Of all extenfive and complicated objeds, different 
parts are fe}e£i;ed by different eyes ; and minds are 
varioufly affedted, as they vary their attention. The 
care of the public is now fixed upon our foldiers. 

Vol. VII. C who 
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who arc leaving their native country to trander^ 
none can tell how long, in the pathlefs defaits of the 
Jfie cf Wight. The tender figh for their fufferings^ 
and the gay dritik to their fuccefs. I, who look, or 
believe myfelf to look, with more philofophic eyes oif 
human affairs, muft confefs, that I faw^the troops 
march with little emotion ; my thoughts were fixed 
upon other fceneS) and the tear ftole into my eyes, not 
for thofe who were going away, but for thofe who 
were left behind. 

We have no reafon to doubt but our troops will 
proceed with proper caution \ there are men among 
them who can take care of themfelves. But how fhaU 
the ladies endure without them ? By what arts can 
they, who have long had no joy but from the civi- 
lities of a foldier, now amufe their hours, and folace 
their feparation ? 

Of fifty thoufand men, now deftined to different 
ftations, if we allow each to have been pccafionally 
rieceifary only to four women, a fhort computation 
wUl inform us, that two hundred thoufand ladies are 
left to languiih in diftrefs ; two hundred thoufand 
ladies, who mufl run to fales and audions without 
an attendant; fit at the play, without a critick to 
direfk their opinion; buy their fans by their own 
judgment ; difpofe fhells by their own invention \ 
walk in the mall without a gallant; ^o to the gar- 
dens without a protedor; and ihuffle cards with vain 
impatience, for want of a fourth to complete the 
party- 

Of thcfe ladies, fome, I hope, have lap-dogs, atid 
fome monkies ; but they are unfatisfadory compa- 
nions. 
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mans. Many ufeful offices are performed by men 
of fcarlet^ to which neither dog nor monkey has 
adequate abilitres. A parrot, indeed, is as fine as A 
<:olonei; and, if he has been much ufed to good com* 
pahy, is not wholly without converfation ; but a par- 
rot, after all, is a poor little creature, and has ndther 
Word nor flioiiWer-knot, can neither dance nor phiy 
at cards. 

Smce the JToIdiers muft obey the call of their duty, 
and go to that fide of the kingdom which feces 
France^ I know not why the ladies, who cannot live 
without them, fliould not follow them. The pre- 
judices and pride of man have long prefumed the 
fword and fpindle made for different hands, and de- 
nied the other fex to partake the grandeur of mili- 
tary glory. This notion may be confiftently enough 
received in France^ where the falick law excludes fe- 
males from the throne ; but we, who allow them to 
be fovereigns, may furely fuppofe them capable to be 
foldiers. 

It were to be wiflied that fome man, whofe expe« 
rience and authority might enforce regard, would 
propofe that our encampments for the prefent year 
fliouId comprife an equal number of men and women, 
who Ihould march and fight in mingled bodies. If 
proper colonels were once appointed, and the drums 
ordered to beat for female volunteers, our regiments 
would foon be filled without the reproach or cruelty 
of an imprefs. 

Of thefe heroines, fome might ferve on foot, under 
the denomination of the Female Buffs^ and fome on 
horfeback, with the title of Lady Hujars. 

Ca What 
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What obje£Kons can be made to this fcheme I 
have endeavoured maturely to confider; and cannot 
ffind that a modem foldier has any duties, except that 
of obedience, which a lady cannot perform. If the 
hair has loft its powder, a lady has a puff; if a coat 
be fpotted, a lady has a bruih. Strenglth is of lefs 
Importance fince fire-arms have been ufed; blows 
of the hand are now feldom exchanged ; and what is 
there to be done in the charge or the retreat beyond 
the powers of a fprightly maiden ? 

Our mafculine fquadrons will not fuppofe them* 
felves difgraced by their auxiliaries, till they have 
done fomething which women could not have done* 
. The troops of Braddock never few their enemies, and 
perhaps were defeated b]j women. Uomt American 
general had headed an army of girls, he might ftill 
have built a fort and taken it. Had Af/worr^ been 
defended by a female garrifon, it might have been 
furrendered, as it was, without a breach ; and I cannot 
but think, that feven thoufanid women might have 
ventured to look at Rochfort^ fack a village, rob a 
vineyard, and return in fafety. 
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Numb. 6. Saturday, May 20, 1758. 

nPHE lady who had undertaken to ride on one horfe 
"^ a thoufand miles in a thoufand hours, has com- 
pleted her journey in little more than two-thirds of 
the time ftipulated, and was condudted through the 
laft mile with triumphal honours. Acclamation 
fliouted before her, and all the flowers of the fpring 
were fcattered in her way. 

Every heart ought to rejoice when true merit is 
diftinguiflied with publick * notice. . I am far from 
wilhing either to the amazpn or her horfe any dimi- 
nution of happinefs or feme, and cannot but lament 
that they were not more amply and fuitably rewarded. 

There was once a time when wreaths of bays or 
oak were confidered as recompences equal to the. 
moft wearifome labours and terrific dangers, and when 
the miferies of long marches and ftormy feas were at 
once driven from the remembrance by the fragrance 
of a garlajid. 

If this heroine had been bom in ancient times, (he 
might perhaps have been delighted with the fimpli- 
city of ancient gratitude ; or if any thing was want- 
ing to full fatisfeftion, fhe might have fupplied the 
deficiency with the hope of deification, and antici- 
pated the altars that would be raifed, and the vows 
that would be made, by future candidates fox equef- 
trian glory, to the patronefs of the race and the god- 
del§ of the ftable, 

C 3 But 
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But fate refcrvcd her for a more enlightened age, 
which has difcovered leaves and flowers to be tran- 
fitory things ; which confiders profit as the end of 
honour; and rates the event of every undertaking 
only by the money that is gained or loft. In thefe 
days, to ftfew the road with daifies an^lilies, is to 
mock merit, and delude hope. The toyman wfll j\oi 
give his jewels, nor the mercer m'eafure out his filk?, 
for vegetable coin. A prirarofe, though picked up 
under the feet of the moft renowned courfer, will 
neither be received as a flake at cards, nor proc\ire 
a feat at an opera, nor buy candles for a rout, nor 
lace for a livery. And though there are many vir- 
tuofos, whofe fole ambition is to poffefs fomething 
which can be found in n^»'x)ther hahd, yet fome arei 
more accuftomcd to ftorc their cabinets by theft than 
purchafe ; and none, of them would either fteal or buy 
one of the flowers of gratulation till he knows that 
all the refl: are totally deftroyed. 

Little therefore did it avail this wonderful lady to 
J>e received, however joyfully, with fuch obfolete 
and barren ceremonies of praifc. Had the way been 
covered with guineas, though but for the tenth part 
of the laft mile, flie would have confidered her {kill 
and diligence as not wholly loft ; and might have 
rqoiced in the fpeed^ and perfeverance which had left 
her fuch fuperfluity of time, that flie could at leifure 
gather her reward without the danger of Aialanta^s 
mifcarriage. 

So much ground could not, indeed, have been 
paved with gold but at a large expence, and we are 
at prefent engaged in a war, which demands and, en- 
forces frugality. But common rules are made only 

for 
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for common Kfe, and fome deviation from general pa- 
licy may be allowed in favour of a lady that rode a 
thoufand miles in a thoufand hours. 

Since the fpirit of antiquity fo much prevails 
amongft us, that even on diis great occafion we have 
given flowers infload of money, let us at leaft com* 
plete our imitation of the ancients, and endeavour to 
tranfmit to pofterity the memory of that virtue, which 
we confider as fuperior to pecuniary recompence. 
Let an equeftrian ftatue of this heroine be ere^ed, 
near the ftarting-poft on the heath of Newmarket^ tq 
fill kindred fouls with emulation, and tell the grand- 
daughters of our grand^daughters what an Engli/b 
maiden has once performed. 

As events, however illi^rious, are foon obfcured if 
they are intrufted to tradition, I think it neceffary, 
that the pededal ihould be infcribed vrith a concife 
accoq;it of this* great performance. The comppfi- 
tiop pf this iiiarrative ought not to be committed 
rafhly to improper hands. If the rhetoricians of 
Newf^arket^ who m3^y be fuppofed likely to conceive 
\Ti its fall ftrength the dignity of the fnbjeft, fliouy 
undertake to ej^prefs it, there is a danger ^^jft they ad- 
mit fome phrafes which, though well underftood at 
prefent, may he ambiguous in another century. If 
pofterity fhou^d read ofl a public mPGument, that the 
lady earriedi her barfe q thoufand miles in a thoufand 
hmri^ they may t^ink that the ftatue and infcription 
are at variance, bccaufe one will reprefent the horfe as 
carrying his lady, and the other tell thsit the lady car- 
ried her horfe. 

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by fpeculatifts, 
and fome controverfies be agitayted among hiftorians, 

C 4 concern- 
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concerning the motive as well as the manner of the 
adion. As it will be known, that this wonder was 
performed in a time of war, fome will fuppofe that 
the lady wzs ' frighted by invaders, and fled to pre- 
ferve her liJFe or her chaftity : others will conjefture, 
that fhe was thus honoured for fome Intelligence 
carried of the enemy's defigns : fome will think that 
Ihe brought news of a viSory ; others, that fhe was 
commiffioned to tell of a confpiracy ; and fome will 
congratulate themfelves on their acuter penetration, 
and find, that all thefe notions of patriotifm and pub- 
lick fpirit are improbable and chimerical ; they will 
confidently tell, that fhe only ran away from her 
guardians, and that the true caufes of her fpeed were 
fear and love. 

Let it therefore be carefully mentioned, that by 
this performance ^e won her wager ; and, left this 
ihould, by any change of manners, feem an inade- 
quate or incredible incitement, let it be added, that 
at this time the original motives of human a£Kons 
had loft their influence ; that the love of praife was 
extinft ; the fear of infamy was become ridiculous ; 
and the only wifh of an Englijbman was, to win bis 
wager *. 

• The incident fo plcafingly ridiculed in this paper happened in 
iMay 1758, and the ncwfpapcrs of the time gave 'that importance 
.to it which thdr fucceflbrs wifh to transfer to another lady of turf 
notoriety. ^* 
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Numb. 1. Saturday, May 27f 1758. 

/^NE of the principal amufemcnts of the Idler 
^■^^^ is to read the works of thofe minute hiftorians, 
the writers of news, who, though contemptuoufly 
overlooked by the compofers of bulky volumes, arc 
yet neceflary in a narion where much wealth pro- 
duces much leifure, and one part of the people has 
nothing to do but to obferve the lives and fortunes of 
the other, 

To us, who are regaled every morning and event- 
ing with intelligence, and are fupplied from day to 
day with materials for converfation, it is difficult to 
conceive how man can fubfift without a news-paper,; 
or to what entertainment companies can aflemble, 
in thofe wide regions of the earth that have neither 
Chronicles nor Magazines^ neither Gazettes nor Adver^ 
iifers^ neither journals nor Evening-Pojls. 

There are never great numbers in any nation, 
whofe reafon or invention can find employment for 
their tongues, who can raife a pleafing difcourfe 
from their own flock of fentiments and images ; and 
thofe few who have qualified themfelves by fpecu- 
lation for general difquifitions are foon left without 
an audience. The common talk of men mufl relate 
to faSs in which the talkers have, or think they have^ 
an interefl ; and, where fuch fads cannot be known, 
the pleafures of fociety will be merely fenfual. Thus 
the natives of the Mahometan empires, who approach 
mod nearly to European civility, have no higher plea- 
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fure at their convivial affemblies than to hear a piper, 
or gaze upon a tumbler ; and i;io company can keep 
together longer than they are (iiverted by foupds or 
{hows. 

All foreigners remark, that the knowledge of the 
common people of England is greater than that of 
any other vulgar. This fuperiority we undoubtedly 
owe to the rivulets of intelligence, which are con^ 
tinually trickling aipbng us, which every one may 
catch, and of which every opq partakes. 

This univerfal diffufion of inftrufliofli is, perhaps^ 
not wholly without its inconvenience? j it certainly 
fills the nation with fuperficial difputants; enables 
thofq to t^lk who were born to work ; and affords mr. 
formation fi^fficient to elate vanity, and ftiffen obfti-* 
nftcy^ but too ^ttle to enlarge the mind into completer 
fkill for full gomprehenfipn. 

Whatever is found to gratify the publick, will b^ 
multiplied by the emulatio^ of venders beyond ne* 
ceflity or ufe. Thi^ plenty, indeed, produces cheap- 
nefs, but cheapnefs always ends in negligence and de-, 
pravation. 

The compilation of news-papera is often committed 
to narrow and mercenary minds^ not qualified for 
the tafk of delighting or inftruSing ; who are content^ 
to fill their paper, with whatever matter, without ii^ 
duftry to gather, or difcernme^t to feleft. 

Thus journals are daily multiplied without increafe 
of knowledge. The tale o( the morning paper is 
told again in the evening, and the narratives or the 
evening are bought again in the morning. Thefe 
repetitions, indeed, wafte time, but they do not 
{horten it. The mofl eager . perufer of news is tired 

before 
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^efore he has poinpleted his labqur ; and m^y a maiijf 
y/hcf enters the cofFee-houfe ii| his night-gown and 
ilippers, is called ^^y to his fliop^ or his dinner, be? 
fore he has well CQnfidercd the ftate of Europe. 

It is difcovered by Reaumur^ that fpiders might 
Tna|:e filfc, if they could be perfuadgd to live in 
peace togethf?r. The writers of news, if they could 
be confederated, might give piore pleafure to the 
publick. Th§ morning and evening authors might 
divide an event between theiri ; a fingle aftion, and 
jhat not of much importance, might be gradually dif- 
covered, fo as to vary a whole week with joy, anxiety, 
and conjeSure, 

We know ihat a French (hip of war was lately 
Jaken by a (hip of England ; but this event was fuf- 
fered to burft upon us all at once, and then what we 
knew already was echoed from day to day, and from 
week to week. 

Let us fuppofe thefe fpiders of literature to fpin 
together, and enquire to what an extenfive web fuch 
another event might be regularly drawn, and bow fix 
morning and fix evening writers might agree to retail 
their articles. 

On Monday Morning the Captain of a fhlp might 
arrive, who left the frifeur of France^ and the Bull- 
(kg^ Captain Grim^ in fight of one another, fo (hat an 
engagement feemed unavoidable. 

Monday Evening. A found of cannon was heard off 
Cape Fmifterre^ fiippofed to be thofe of the Bull-dog 
and Frifeur. 

Tuefday Morning. It was this morning reported, 
that the Bull-dog engaged the Frifeur^ yard-arm and 
yard-arm, three glaffes and a half, but Was obliged to 
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Iheer off for want of powder* It is hoped that enquiry 
will be made into this affair in a proper place. 

Tuefday Evening. The account of the engagement 
between the Bull-dog and Frifeur was premature. 

Wednefday Morning. Another exprefs is arrived, 
which brings news, that the Frifeur had loft all her 
mafts, and three hundred of her men, in the late en- 
gagement ; and that Captain Grim i? come into har- 
bour much ihattered. 

Wednefday Evening. We hear that the brave Cap* 
tain Grimy having expended his powder, propofed te 
enter the Frifeur fword in hand ; but that his lieute- 
nant, the nephew of a certain nobleman, remonftrated 
againft it. 

Thurfday Morning. We wait impatiently for a full 
account of the late engagement between the Bull-dog 
and Frifeur. 

Tburfday Evening. It is faid the order of the Bath 
will be fent to Captain Grim. 

Friday Morning. A certain Lord of the Admi- 
ralty has been heard to fay of a certain Captain, that 
if he had done his duty, a certain French Ihip might 
have been taken.; It was not thus that merit was re<. 
Warded in the days of Cromwell. 

Friday Evening. There is certain information at 
the Admiralty, that the Frifeur is taken, after a re- 
liftance of two hours* 

Saturday Morning. A letter from one of the gun- 
ners of the Bull-dog mentions the taking of the Fri^ 
feur^ and attributes their fuccefs wholly to the bravery 
and refolution of Captain Grim^ who never owed any 
of his advancement to borough-jobbers, or any other 
corrupters of the people. 

Saturday 
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Saturday Evening* Captain Grim arrived at the 
Admiralty, with an account that he engaged the Fri- 
feur^ a (hip of equal force with his own^ off Cape Fi* 
nifterre^ and took her after an obftinate refiftance^ 
having killed one hundred and fifty of the French, 
with the lofs of ninety-five of his own men. 



Numb. 8. Saturday, June 3, 1758. 

To tbelTih'E. R. 
SIR, 

IN the time tJf publick danger, it is every man's 
duty to withdraw his thoughts in fome meafure 
from his private ihtereft, and employ part of his 
time for the general welfare. National condud ought 
to be the refult of national wifdom ; a plan formed by 
mature confideration and diligent fele£tion out of all 
the fchemes which may be offered, and all the in- 
formation which can be procured. 

In a battle, every man fhould fight as if he was 
the iingle champion ; in preparations for war, every 
man fhould think, as if the laft event depended on 
his counfel. None can tell what difcoveries are 
within his reach, or how much he may contribute to 
the publick fafety. 

Full of thefe confiderations, I have carefully re- 
viewed the procefs of the war, and find, what every 
other man has found, that we hav^ hitherto added 
nothing to our nylitary reputation : that at one time 
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we have been beaten by enemies whom we did hot 
fee ; and, at another, have avoided ^ fight of en<> 
mies kd: we ihould be beatem 

Whether our troops are defe&ive in difciplme or 
in courage, is not very ufeful to inquire; they evi- 
dently want fomething neceilary to fuccefs ; and he 
that (hall fupply that want will deferve well of his 
country. . 

To learn of an enemy has always been accounted! 
politick and honourable i and therefore I hope it wilt 
raife-no prejudices againft my projefl:, to coiiicl^ that f 
borrowed it from a Frenchman. 

When the Ifle of Rhodes was, many centuries ago, 
in the hands of that military order now called the 
Knights of Malta^ it was ravaged by a dragori, wha 
inhabited a d^n uncfer a rock; from«which he iffued 
forth when he was hungry or wanton, and without 
fear or mercy devoured men and beafts as they came 
in hiis way. Many counctis were beld^ and many 
devices offered, for his deftrudion ; but as his back 
was armed with impenetrable fcales, none would 
venture to attack him. At laft Dudon^ a French 
knight, undertook the deliverance of the ifland« 
From fome place of fecurity he took a view of the 
dragon, or, as a modem foldior would lay, recon- 
mitred him, and obferved that his belly was naked 
and vulnerable. He then returned home to make 
his arrangements ; and, by a very exaft imitation of 
nature, made a dragon of pafteboard, in the belly 
of which he put beef and mutton, and accuflomed 
two flurdy maftiffs to feed tbemfdves by tearing 
their way to the concealed fiefh. When his dogs 
were well pra&ifed in this method of plunder, he 

marched 
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marched out with them at his heels, and (hewed theiH 
the dragon ; they rufhed upon him in quefl of theit 
dinner; Dudon battered his fcull, while they lace*, 
raced his belly ; and neither his fling nor claws we» 
able to defend him. 

Something like this might be praftifed in our pre* 
iTent ftate. Let a fortification be raifed on SaUfbury- 
Plain, refembling BreJ}, or Toulon^ or Paris itfcl^ 
with all the lifual preparations for defends : let the 
mclofure be filled with beef and ale : let the foldkrs^ 
from fome proper eminence, fee fliirts waving up^i 
lines, and here and there a plump landlady hurrying 
about with pots in their hands. When they are fufi- 
ficietitly animated to advance, lead them in exaflt 
order, with fife and drum, to that fide whence the 
wind blows, till they come within the fcent of roaft 
xncat and tobaccoi Contrive that they may approach 
the place fdfting iibout an hour after dinner-time, 
affure them that there is no danger, and command 
an attack. 

If nobody within either moves or fpeaks, it is not 
unlikely that they may carry the place by ftorm; 
but if a paiiick fhould feize them, it will be proper 
to defer the enterprize to a more hungry hour. 
When they have entered, let them fill their bellies 
and return to the camp. 

On the next day let the fame place be fliewn 
them again^ but with fome additions of ftrength or 
teirrour. .1 cannot pretend to inform our generals 
through what gradations of danger they (hould train 
their men to fortitude. They beft know what the 
foldiers and what themfelves can bear. It will be 
proper that the war fliould every day vary its ap- 
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pearance. Sometimes, as they mount the rampart^ 
a cook may throw fat upon the fire, to accuftom them 
to a fudden blaze ; and fometimes, by the clatter of 
empty pots, they may be inured to formidable noifes* 
But let it never be forgotten, that viftory muft' repofe 
irith a full belly* 

In time it will be proper to bring our French pri- 
fbners from the coaft, and place them upon the walU 
in martial order. At their firft appearance their 
hands muft be tied, but they may be allowed to grin* 
In a month they may guard the place with their hands 
loofed, provided that on pain of death they be for- 
tiidden to ftrike. 

By this method our army will foon be brought to 
look an enemy in the face. But it has been lately 
obferved, that fear is received by the ear as well as 
the eyes; and the Indian war-cry is reprefented as 
too dreadful to be endured ; as a found that will 
force the braveft veteran to drop his weapon, and de- 
fert his rank ; that will deafen his ear, and chill his 
breaft ; that will neither fufFer him to hear orders or 
to feel fhame, or retain any fenfibility but the dread 
of death. 

That the favage clamours of naked barbarian* 
fliould thus terrify troops difciplined to war, and 
ranged in array with arms in their hands, is furely 
ftrange. But this is no time to reafon. I am of 
opinion, that by a proper mixture of afles, bulls, 
turkeys, geefe, and tragedians, a noife might be pro- 
cured equally horrid with the war-cry. When our 
men have been encouraged by frequent viftories, 
nothing will remain but to qualify them for extreme 
danger, by a fudden concert of terrific vocifera- 
tion. 
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tion. When they have cndnrcd this laft trial, let 
them be led to adion, afc men who are no longer to 
be frightened ; as men who can bear at once the 
grimaces of the Gaulsy and the howl of the Ameri^ 
cans. 



Numb. 9. SAXifRDAy, June 10, 1758. . 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
T HAVE read you ; that is a favour few author^ 

can boaft of having recdved from me befides 
yourfelf. My intention in telling you of it is to in^ 
form you, that you have both pleafed and angered 
me. Never did writer appear fo delightful to me as 
you did when you adopted the name of the Idler. 
But what a falling-oflf was there when your firft pro- 
dudion was brought to light! A natural irrefiftible 
attachment to that favourable pailion, idlings had led 
me to hope for indulgence from the Idler^ but I find 
him a ftranger to the title. 

What rules has he propofed totally to unbrace the 
flackened nerve ; to fliade the heavy eye of inatten- 
tion; tp give the fmooth feature and the uncon- 
traded mufcle ; or procure infenfibility to the whole 
animal compofition ? 

Thefe were fome of the placid bleffings I promifed 
myfelf the enjoyment of, when I committed violence 
upon myfelf by muttering up all my ftrength to fet 
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about rcacSog you ; but I am cfifappointed in them 
til, and the firoke of eleven in the morning is (till as 
terrible to me as before, and I find putting on my 
clothes ftill as painful and laborious. Oh that our 
climate would permit that original nakednefs which 
the thrice happy Indians to this day enjoy ! How 
many unfolicitous hours flu>uld I baik away, warmed 
in bed by the fun's glorious beams, could I, like 
them, tumble from thence in a moment, when necef- 
fity obliges me to endure the torment of getting upon 
my legs. 

But wherefore do I talk to you upon fubjefts of 
this delicate nature? you who feem ignorant of the 
inexpreffible charms of the elbow-chair, attended 
with a foft ftool for the elevation of the feetl Thus, 
vacant of thought, do I indulge the live-long 
day. 

You may define happinefs as you pleafe ; I em- 
brace that opinion which makes it confift in the ab- 
fence of pain. To refleft is pain ; to ftir is pain ; 
therefore I never refled or ftir but when I cannot 
help it. Perhaps you will call my fcheme of life in- 
dolence, and therefore think the Idler excufed from 
taking any notice of me : but I have always looked 
upon indolence and idlenefs as the fame ; and fo de- 
fire you will now and then, while you profefs your- 
felf of our fraternity, take fome notipe of me, and 
others in my fituation, who think they hafe a right 
to your affiftance ; or relinquifti the name. 

You may publifh, burn, or deftroy this, juil as 
you are in the humour ; it is ten to one but I forget 
that 1 wrote it, before it reaches you. I believe you 
may fiiid a motto for it in Horace, but I caraiot reach 
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him wiihout getting out of my chair ; that is a fuiE^ 
ciem reafon for my not affixing any. — And being 
obliged to fit upright to ring the bell for my fervant 
to convey this to the penny-poft, if I flip the oppor-. 
tunity of his being now in the room, make$ me 
break oflf abruptly *. 

This correfpondent, whoever he be, is not to be 
difmiflfed without (ome tokens of regard. There is 
no mark more certain of a genuine Idler ^ than unea^ 
fmefs without moleftation, and complaint without a 
grievance. 

Yet my gratitude to the contributor of half a pa- 
per fhall not wholly overpower my fmcerity. I muft 
inform him, that, with all his pretenfions, he that 
calls for directions to be idle, is yet but in the rudi- 
ments of idlenefs, and has attained neither the prac- 
tice nor theory of wafting life. The true nature of 
idlenefs he will know in time, by continuing to be 
]41e* Virgil tells us of an impetuous and rapid being, 
that acquires ftrength by motion. The Idler acquires 
weight by lying ftill. 

The 'vis inertia^ the quality of refifting all exter- 
nal impulfe, is hourly' increafing; the reftlefs and 
troublefome faculties of attention and diftinftion, 
reflexion on the pafl:, and folicitude for l^ie future, 
by a long indulgence of idlenefs, will, like tapers in 
unehftic air, be gradually extinguifhed ; and the 
officious lover, the vigilant foldier, the bufy trader, 
may, by a judicious compofure of his mind, fink into 
a ftate approaching to that of brute matter ; iu 
which he fhall retain the confcioufnefs of his owa 

D2 ^ cxift. 

* B7 an unknown contrpondent. C. 
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exiffencc, only by an obtufe languor and drowfy dif- 
contcnt. 

This is the loweft ftage to which the favourites o* 
idlenefs can defcend ; thefe regions of undelighted 
quiet can be entered by few. Of thofe that are pre- 
pared to fink down into their (hade, fome are roufed 
into aftion by avarice or ambition, fome arc awakened 
by the voice of fame, fome allured by the fmile of 
beauty, and many withheld by the importunities, of 
want. Of all the enemies of idlenefs, want is the 
moft formidable. Fame is foon found to be a found, 
and love a dream ; avarice and ambition may be 
juftly fufpefted of privy confederacies with idlenefs ; 
ibr when they have for a while protected their vota- 
ries, they often deliver them up to end their lives 
under her dominion. Want always ftruggles againft 
idlenefs, but Want herfelf is often overcome ; and 
every, hour (hews the careful obferver thofe who had 
rather live in eafe than in plenty. 
' So wide is the region of Idlenefs, and fo powerful 
her influence. But (he does not immediately confer 
all her gifts.. My correfpondent, who feems, v^ith 
kll his errors, worthy of advice, muft be told, that he 
is calling too haftily for the laft effufion of total in- 
fenfibility. Whatever he may have been taught by 
unlkilful idlers to believe, labour is neceffary in his 
initiation to. idlenefs. He that never labours may 
know the pains of idlenefs, but not the pleafure. 
The comfort is, that if he devotes himfelf to infenfi- 
bility, he will daily lengthen the intervals of idlenefs, 
^nd (horten thofe of labour, till at laft he will liie 
flown to rfeft, and no longer difturb the world or 
liliftffelf by buftle or competition. 
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Thug I have endeavoured to give him that inc 
formation which, perhaps, after all, he did not 
want ; for a true Idler often calls for that which he 
knows is never to be had, and alks queftions which 
he does not deiire ever to be anfwered. 



Numb. 10. Saturday, June 17, 1758. ^ 

/CREDULITY, or confidence of opinion too 
^^ great for the evidence from which opinion is 
derived, we find to be a general weaknefs imputed 
by every fefl: and party to all others, and indeed by 
every man to every other man. 
. Of all kinds of credulity, the moft obftinate and 
wonderful is that of political zealots ; of men, whd 
being numbered, they know not how or why, in 
any of the parties that divide a ftate, refign the ufe 
of their own eyes and ears, and refolve to believe 
nothing that does not favour thofe whom they pra* 
fefs to follow. 

The bigot of philofophy is feduced by authorities 
which he has not always opportunities to examine, 
is entangled in fyftems by which truth and falfehood 
are inextricably complicated, or undertakes to talk 
on fubjeds which nature did not form him able to 
comprehend. "* 

The Cartefian, who denies that his horfe feels the 
fpur, or that the hare is afraid when the hounds ap- 
proach lier } the difdple of Malbrancbe^ who main, 
tains that the man was not hurt by the bullet, ivhich^ 

D 3 accordmg 



Digitized by 



Google 



jg THE IDLER. NMo* 

accordiiig to vulgar apprehenfion, fwept away his 
legs ; the follower of Berkeley^ who, while he fits 
writing at his^ table, declares that he has neither 
table, paper, nor fingers ; have all the honour at lead 
of being deceived by fallacies not eafily deteded, 
and may plead that they did not forfake truth, but 
for appearances which they were not able to difti|;i* 
guifli froni it. 

But the man who engages in a party has feldom to 
do with anything remote or abftrufe. The prefent 
fiate of things is before his eyes ; and, if he cannot 
be fatisfied without retrofpeftion, yet he feldom ex- 
tends his views beyond the hiftorical events of the 
laft century. All the knowledge that he can want 
is within his attainment, and mod of the arguments 
which he can hear are within his capacity. 

Yet fo it is that an Idler meets every hour of 
his life with men who have diflferenc opinions* upon 
every thing pad, prefent, and future ; who deny the 
moft notorious fafts, contradift the moft cogent 
truths, and perfift in affening to-day what they at 
ferted yefterday, in defiance of evidence, and con^ 
tempt of confutation. 

Two of my companions, who are grown old in 
idlenefs, are Tom Tempeft and Jack Sneaker. Both of 
them confider ihemfelves as neglefted by their par* 
ties, and therefore entitled to credit ; for why fliould 
they favour ingratitude ? They are both men of in* 
tegrity, where no faSious intereft is to be promoted ; 
and both lovers of truth, when they are not heated 
with political debate. 

Tom Tempeji is a fteady friend to the houfe of 
Stuart. He can recount the prodigies that have ap* 
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peared in the lky» and the calamities that have 
afflided the nation every year from the Revolution • 
and h of opinion, that, if the exiled family hsul con- 
tinued to reign, there would have neither been worms' 
in our fliips nor caterpillars in our treen. He won« 
ders that the nation was not awakened by the hard 
firoft to a revocation of the true king, and is hourly 
afraid that the whole ifland will be lofl in the fea. 
He believes that king William burned Whitehall that 
he might fleal the furniture ; and that TiUotfin died 
an Atheifl. Of queen Anne he fpeaks with more ten* 
dernefs, owns that fhe meant well, and can tell by 
whom and why fhe was poifoned. In the fucceeding 
reigns all has bee^ corruption, malice, and detign. 
He believes that nothing ill has ever happened 
for thefe forty years by chance or error ; he holds 
that the battle of Dettingen was won by miftake, and 
that of Fontenoy lofl by contrad j that the Vidory was 
funk by a private order ; that CarnhiU was fired by 
emiiTaries from the council f and the arch of Wejl* 
minjier-bridge was fo contrived as to fink on purpofe 
that the nation might be put to charge. He con. 
fiders the new road to IJIingian as an encroachment 
on liberty, and often afferts that broad wheels will be 
ilfiit x]ni^i England. 

Tom is generally vehement and noify, but never- 
thelefs has fome fecrets which he always communi- 
cates in a whifper. Many and many a time has Tom 
told me, in a corner, that our miferies were almofl 
at an end, and that we fhould fee, in a month, an- 
other monarch on the throne ; the time elapfes with- 
out a revolution ) Tom meets me again with new 
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intelligence, the whole fcheme is now fettled, and we 
fliall fee great events in another month. 

Jac^ Sneaker h a hearty adherent to the prefent 
^ftablifliment ; he has known thofe who faw the bed 
into which the Pretender was conveyed in a wamiing- 
pan. He often rejoices that the nation was not en- 
flaved by the Irijh. He believes that king William 
never loft a battle, and that if he had lived one year 
longer he would have conquered France. He holds 
that Charles the Firft was a Papift. He allows there 
were fome good men in the reign of queen Anne^ but 
the peace of Utrecht brought a blaft upon the nation, 
and has been the caufe of all the evil that we have 
fuffered to the prefent hour. He believes that the 
fcheme of the South Sea was well intended, but that 
it mifcarried by the influence of France. He con- 
fiders a ftanding army as the bulwark of liberty, 
thinks us fecured from corruption by feptennial par- 
liaments, relates how we are enriched and ftrength. 
ened by the eleftoral dominions^ and declares that 
th^ publick debt is a bleffing to the nation. 
. Yet, amidft all this profp^rity, poor Jack is hourly 
difturbled by the dread of Popery, He wonders that 
fome ftri£ter laws are not made againft Papifts, and 
is fometimes afraid that they are bufy witW French 
gold among the bifliops and judges. 

He cannot believe that the Nonjurors are fo quiet 
for nothing, they muft certainly be forming fome 
plot for the eftablifliment of Popery ; he does not 
think the prefent oaths fufficiently binding, and 
wilhes that fome better fecurity could be found for 
the fuccefTion of Hanoven He is zealous for the 
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laturalbadon of foreign Proteftants, and rejoiced at' 
the admiffion of the Jews to the Englijh privileges, 
becaufe he thought a Jew would never be a Papift. 



Numb. U. ' Saturday, June2A, 175Q. 

— - — Nee te qu^verU extra. Pers, 

TT is commonly obferved, that when two Englijh^ 
^ men meet, their firft talk is of the weather ; they 
are in hafte to tell each other, what each rauft already 
know, that it is hot or cold, bright or cloudy, windy 
or calnu 

There are, among the numerous lovers of fubtil- 
ties and paradoxes, fome who derive the civil infti- 
tutions of every country from its climate, who impute 
freedom and flavery to the temperature of the air ' 
can fix the meridian of vice and virtue, and tell at 
what degree of latitude we are to expeft courage or 
ttmidity, knowledge or ignorance. 

From thefe dreams of idle fpeculation, a flight fur- 
^ vey of life, aiid a little knowledge of hiftory, are fuffi. 
cient to ^waken any inquirer, whofe ambition of 
diftindion bas^ not overpowered his love of truth. 
Forms of government are feldom the refult of much 
deliberation; they are framed by chance in popular 
^ffemblies, or in conquered countries by defpotick 
authority. Laws are often occafional, often capri- 
cious, made always by a few, and fometimes by a 
fingle voice. Nations have changed their charac- 
ters J flavery is now no where more patiently en- 
dured. 
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dured, than in countries once inhabited by the zea- 
lots of liberty. 

But national cuftotns can arife only from general 
agreement; they are not impofed, but chofen, and 
are continued only by the continuance of their caufc. 
An. Englijhmanh notice of the weather, is the natural 
confequence of changeable (kies and uncertain fea- 
fons. In many parts of the world, wet weather and 
dry are regularly expefted at certain periods ; but ia 
our ifland every man goes to fleep, unable to guefs 
whether he (hall behold in the morning a bright or 
cloudy atmofphere, whether his reft Ihall be lulled 
by a fhdwer, or broken by a tempeft. We there- 
fore rejoice mutually at good weather, as at an efcapc 
from fomething. that we feared j and mutually com- 
plain of bad, as of the lofs of fomething that we 
hoped. 

' Such IS the reafon of our praftice ; and who Ihall 
treat it with contempt ? Surely not the attendant on 
a court, whofe bufmefs is to watch the looks of a 
being weak and foolifh as himfelf, and whofe Tanity 
is to recount the names of men, who might drop 
into nothing, and leave no vacuity ; nor the proprie- 
tor of funds, who ftops his acquaintance in tl^ (Ireet 
to tell him of the lofs of half-a-crown ; nor the in- 
quirer after news, who fills his head with foreign 
events, and talks of ikinniihes and fieges, 6f which 
no ' confequence will ever reach his hearers or him- 
felf. The weather is a nobler and more interefting 
fubje£t; it is the prefent ftate of the (kies and of the 
earth, on which plenty and famine are fufpended, on 
which millions depend for the neceflaries of life. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



N^iu THE IDLER. 45 

The weather is frequently mentioned for another 
reafon, lefs honourable to my dear countrymen* 
Our difpofitions too frequently change with the cb- 
lour of the iky ; and when we find ourfelves cheerful 
and good-natured, we naturally pay our acknow*- 
ledgments to the powers of funihine ; or, if we fink 
into dulnefs and peevifhnefs, look round the horizon 
for an excufe, and charge our difcontent upon aa 
I eafterly wind or a cloudy day. 

Surely nothing is more reproachful to a being en- 
dowed with reafon, than to refign its powers to the 
influence of the air, and live in dependence on the 
I weather and the wind, for the only bleffings which 

I nature has put into our power, tranquillity and be- 

I nevolence* To look up to the Iky for the nutriment 

r of our bodies, is the condition of nature ; to call 

I upon the fun for peace smd gaiety, or deprecate the 



I clouds left forrow fhould overwhelm us, is the 

I cowardice of idlenefs, and the idolatry of folly. 

\ Yet even in this age of inquiry and knowledge, 

when fuperftition is driven away, and omens and 

|)rodigies have loft their terrors, we find this folly 

countenanced by frequent examples. Thofe that 

laugh at the portentous glare of a comet, and hear 

I t a crow with equal tranquillity from the right or left, 

will yet talk of times and fituations proper for intel- 

leftual performances, will imagine the fancy exalted 

by vernal breezes, and the reafon invigorated by a 

I bright calm. 

If men who have given up themfelves to fanciful 
j credulity would confine their conceits in their own 

I minds, they might regulate their lives by the baro- 

I meter, with mconvenicnce only to themfelves j but, 

I to 
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to fill the world with accounts of intelle^s fubjeS to 
ebb and flow, of one genius that awakened in the 
fpring, and another that ripened in the autumn, of 
one mind expanded in the fummer, and of another 
concentrated in the winter, is no lefs dangerouf than 
to tell children of bugbears and goblins. Fear Will 
find every houfe haunted ; and idlenefs will wait for 
ever for the moment of illumination. 

This diftinSion of Teafons is produced only by 
imagination operating on luxury. To temperance 
every day is bright, and every hour is propitious to 
diligence. He that fhall refolutely excite his facul- 
ties, or exert his virtues, will foon make himfelf fu- 
perior to the feafons, and may fet at defiance the 
morning mift, and the evening damp, the blafts of 
the eaft, and the clouds of the fouth. 
- It was the boaft of the Sfoick philofophy, to make 
jnan unfliaken by calamity, and unelated by fuccefsj 
incorruptible by pleafure, and invulnerable by pain ; 
thefe are heights of wifdom which none ever attained, 
and to which few can afpire ; but there are lower de- 
grees of conftancy neceflary to common virtue ; and 
evey man, however he may diftruft himfdf in the ex- 
tremes of good or evil ; might at leaft ftruggle againfl: 
the tyranny of the climate, and refufe to enflave his 
virtue or his reafon to the moil variable of all varia* 
lions, the changes of the weather* 
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Numb, 12. Saturday, JuIi/ 1, 1758. 

npHAT every man is important in his own eyes, 
k a pofition of which we all either voluntarily 
or unwarily at leaft once an hour confefs the truth ; 
and it will unavoidably follow, that every man be- 
lieves himfelf important to the publick. 

The right which this importance gives us to gene- 
ral notice and vifible diftindion, is one of thofe dif- 
putable privileges which we have not always courage 
to affert ; and which we therefore fufFer to lie dor- 
mant till fome elation of mind, or viciffitude of 
fortune, incites us to declare our pretenfions and en- 
force our demands. And, hopelefs as the claim of 
vulgar charafters may feem to the fupercilious and 
feverc, there are few who do not at one time or other 
endeavour to ftep forward beyond their rank, who 
do not make fome ftruggles for fame, and fliew that 
they think all other conveniences and delights im- 
perfeftly enjoyed without a name. 

To get a name, can happen but to few. A name, 
even in the moft commercial nation, is one of the 
few things which cannot be bought. It is the free 
gift of mankind, which muft be defervcd before it- 
will be granted, and is at lad unwillingly beftowed.* 
But this unwillingnefs only incrcafes defire in him- 
who believes his merit fufficient to overcome it. 

There is a particular period of life, in which thiV 

fondnefs for a name feems principally to predominate 

in bbth fcxes. Scarce any couple; comes togeth^ 

• '• but 
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bat the nuptials are declared in the newfpapers with 
encomiums on each party« Many an eye, ranging 
over the page with eager curiofity in queft of ftatef- 
men and heroes, is flopped by a marriage celebrated 
between Mr. Buckram j an eminent falefman in 
Tbreadneedle-Jlreet^ and Mifs Dolly Juniper^ the only 
daughter of an eminent diftiller, of the parifh of St. 
Gileses in the Fields^ a young lady adorned with 
every accomplifliment that can give happinefs to the 
married ftate. Or we are told, amidft our impa* 
tience for the event of a battle, that on a certain 
day Mr. Winker ^ a tide-waiter at Tarrriouth^ was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Cackle, a widow lady of great accom- 
plifhments, and that as foon as the ceremony was 
performed they fet out in a poit-chaife for 2^r- 
moutb. 

Many are the inquiries which fuch intelligence 
mufi: undoubtedly raife^ but nothing in this world is 
lafting. When the reader has contemplated with 
envy, or with gladnefs, the felicity of Mr. Buckram 
and Mr. Winker j and ranfacked his memory for the 
names of juniper and Cackle, his attention is diverted 
to other thoughts, by finding that Mirza will not 
cover this feafon ; or that a fpaniel has been loft or 
fiolen, that anfwers to the name of Ranger. 

Whence it arifes that on the day of marriage all 
agree to call thus openly for honours, I am not able 
to difcover. Some, perhaps, think it kind, by a 
publick declaration, to put an end to the hopes of 
rivalry and the fears of jealoufy, to let parents know 
that they may fet their daughters at liberty whom 
they have locked up for fear of the bridgroom, or 
to difmifs to their counters and their offices the 

amorous 
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amorotts youths that had been ufed to hover round 
the dweUiog of the bride* 

Theie connubial praifes may have another caufe. 
It may be the intention of the hufband and wife to 
dignify themfelvea in the eyes of each other, and, 
^kccording to their different tempers or cxpedations, 
to win affedion, or enforce ref^ft. 

It was faid of the family of Lucas ^ that it was wu 
W?, for aU the brothers were njaliant^ and all thejijlers 
nvere virtuous. What would a ftranger fay of the 
Englifi> nation, in which on the day of marriage all 
the men are eminent, and all the women beautiful^ 
eccotnplified^ and rich ? 

How long the wife will be perfuaded of the emi- 
nence of her huiband, or the hufband continue to 
believe that his wife has the qualities required to 
make marriage happy, may reafonably be queftion- 
ed. I am afraid that much time feldom paffe^ before 
each is convinced that praifes are fallacious, and 
particularly thofe praifes which we confer upon our* 
felves. 

I fhould therefore think, that this cuflJom might , 
be omitted without any lofs to the community ; and 
that the fons and daughters of lanes and alleys might 
go hereafter to the next church, with no witneffes of 
their worth or happinefs but their parents and their 
friends ; but if they cannot be happy on the bridal 
day without fome gratification of their vanity, I hope 
they will be willing to encourage a friend of mine 
who propofes to devote his powers to their fervice. 

Mr. Settle^ a man whofe eminence was once allowed 
by the eminent^ and whofe accomplijhments were con- 
fefled by the accomflijhed^ in the latter part of a long 

2 life 
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fife fapported himfelf by an uncommon expedient; 
He had a fhtnding elegy and epithalamium, of which 
only the firft and laft were leaves varied occafionally, 
and thie intermediate^ pages were, by general termsi 
left applicable alike to every charader. When any 
marriage became known. Settle ran to the bridegroom 
with his epithalamium ; and when he heard of any 
death, ran to the heir with his elegy. 

Who can think himfelf difgraced by a tradfe that 
was pradifed fo long by the rival of Dryden^ by the 
.poet whofe Emprefs of Morocco was played before 
princes by ladies of the court ? 

My friend purpofes to open an office in the Fleet 
for matrimonial panegyricks, and will accommodate 
all with praife who think their own powers of ex« 
preflion inadequate to their merit. He will fell any 
man t)r woman the virtue or qualification which is 
moft faihionable or mofl defired; but deiires ,his 
cuftomers to remember, that he fets beauty at the 
higheft price, and riches at the next, and if he be 
well paid, throws in virtue for nothing. 
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Numb. 13. Satukday, July 8, 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

Dear Mr. Idl£r, 

'T'HOUGH few men of prudence are much in- 
clined to interpofe in difputes between man 
and wife, who commonly mJike peace at the expence 
of the arbitrator ; yet I will venture to lay before you 
a controverfy, by which the quiet of my houfe has 
been long difturbed, and which, unlefs you can de- 
cide it, is likely to produce lading evils, and embit- 
ter thofe hours which nature feems to have appropri- 
ated tb tendernefs and rcpofe. 

I married' a wife with no great fortune, but of a 
family remarkable for domeftick prudence, and ele- 
gant frugality. I lived with her at eafe, if not with 
happinefs, and feldom had any reafon of complaint. 
The houfe was always clean, the fervants were atlive 
and regular, dinner was on the table every day at the 
fame minute, and the ladies of the neighbourhood 
were frightened when I invited their hufbands, left 
their own economy fhould be lefs efteemed. 

During this gentle lapfe of life, my dear brought 
me three daughters. I wifhed for a fon, to continue 
the family ; but my wife often tells me, that boys are 
dirty things, and are always troublefome in a houfe ; 
and declares that ihe has hated the fight of them ever 
fince flie faw lady Fondle*^ eldeft fon ride over a car- 
pet with his hobby-horfe all mire. 

Vol. VIL E I did 
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I did not much attend to her opinion, but knew 
that girls could not be made boys ; and therefore 
compofed myfelf to bear what I could nor remedy 
and refolved to beftow that care on my daughters^ 
to which only the fons are commonly thought en» 
titled. 

But my wife's notions of education differ widely 
from mine. She is an irrecondieable enemy to idle* 
nefs, and confiders every ftate of life as idi^efs, in 
which tke hands are not employed, or fome art ac- 
quired, by which ihe thin)^ money may be got or 
faved. 

In purfuance of this principle, (he calls up her 
daughters at a certain hour, and appoints them a taik 
of needle-work to be performed before breakfaft* 
They are confined in a garret^ which has its window 
in the roof, both becaufe work is beft done at a iky. 
light, and becaufe children ar^ apt to Ipfe time by 
looking about them. 

They bring down their work to breakfaft, and as 
they deferve are commended or reproved ; they are 
then fent up with a new taik till dinner : if no com* 
pany is expelled, their mother fits with them the 
whole afternoon, to dired their operations, and to 
draw patterns, and is fometimes denied to her neareit 
relations when ihe is engaged in teaching them a new 
ftitch. 

By this continual exercife of their diligence, ihe 
has obtained a very confiderable number of laborious 
performances. We have twice as many fire-ikreens 
as chimneys, and three flouriihed quilts for every 
bed. Half the rooms are adorned with a kind of 
/utile pi^urejiy which imitate tapeftry. But all their 

work 
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work is not fet out to (hew ; flie has boxes filled with 
knit garters and braided fhoes. She has twenty co* 
vers for fide-Catddles embroidered with filver flowers, 
and has cuirtains wrought with gold in various figures, 
which (he refolves fome time or other to hang 
up. All thefe (he difplays to her company when-» 
ever (he is elate with merit, and eager for praife; 
and, amidft the praifes which her friends and herfelf 
beftow upon her merit, (he never fails to turn to me, 
and a(k what all thefe would coft, if I had been to 
buy themt 

I fometimes venture to tell her, that many of the 
ornaments are fuperfluous ; that what is done with 
fo much labour might have been fupplied by a very 
eafy purchafe; that the work is not always worth 
the materials ; and that I know not why the children 
(hould be perfecuted with ufelefs ta(ksy or obliged to 
make (hoes that are never worn. She anfwers with 
a look of contempt, that men never care how money 
goes, and proceeds to tell of a dozen new chairs for 
which (he is contriving covers, and of a couch 
which (he intends to (land as a monument of needle- 
work. 

In the mean time, the girls grow up in total igno- 
rance of every thing paft, prefent, and future. Molly 
a(ked me the other day, whether Ireland was in 
France^ and was ordered by her mother to mend her 
hem. Kitty knows not, at fixteen, the diflference be- 
tween a Proteftant and a Papift, becaufe (he has been 
employed three years in filling the fide of a clofet 
with a hanging that is to reprefent Cranmer in the 
flames. And Dolly^ my eldeft girl, is now unable to 
read a chapter in the Bible, having fpent all the time, 

£ 2 which 
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ivhich other children pafs at fchool, in working the 
interview between Solomon and the queen of SAeba* 

About a month ago, Tent and Turiey^Qkch feemed 
at a ftand ; my wife knew not what new work to ioi^ 
troduce ; I ventured to propofe that tb$ girl$ diould 
now learn to read and write, and mentioned the Ae<r 
ceifity of a little arithmelick; but, yp^ppily, my 
wife has difcovered that .linen wears p^, ^ind. ha^ 
bought the girls three little wheels, thyi^ ^^hey qiay 
fpin huckaback for the ferv$uits' table, } Ti^fnofi« 
ftrated, that with larger wheels they might 4ifpatch 
in an hour what muft now coft them a day } but fhe 
told me, with irrefiftible authority, th^t any bufineft 
is better than idlenefs ; that when the£^ whe^ ar^ 
fet upon a table, with mats under them, they will 
turn without noife, and ke^p the girls upright ; th^t 
great wheels are not fit for g^tlewomen; and that 
with thefe, fmall as they ar^ flie does not doubt but 
that the three girls, if they are kept clofe, will {pis% 
every year as much cloth ^ would coi( (ive pQvind$ 
if onp wer^ to buy it, 
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NaMB, 14 SAttJRDAYj July 15, 1758* 

'tIT'HEN Diogenes received a vifit in his tub s 

from Alexander the Great ^ and was aifeed, ac- 
cording, to the ancient forms of royal courtefy, what' 
petition he had to offer; I have nothings faid he, t^ 
njk^ but that you would remove to the other Jide^ that 
you may notj by intercepting the funjhine^ take from me 
nahat you cannot give met 

Such' was the demand of Diogenes from the greatefl: 
monarch of the earth, which thofe, who have left 
Jjower than Aleuander^ may,- iWith yet moi^e propriety, 
te^ly to themfelv^^. Yh that does much good^ 
may be allowed to do fometktieS a< little harm. But 
if the opportunities of be^^fkence be denied by 
fortune, innocence ihould at teaft be vigilantly pre* 
ferved» 

It is well known, that tirtie once pad never re- 
turns ; and that the'mometlt which is loft, is loft for 
ever* Tirtie therefcM'e ought, above all oth^r kind^ 
of prc^rty, to be free fit>m' ittVafion ; ahd' yet there 
Is no man who does not claim the power of wafting 
that time which is the right of otfefei^. 

This ufurpation is fo gertei^al, that a vety fmall' 
part of the year is fpent by choi<5e; foarcely any 
thing is done when it i& intend^,' or obtained wileir 
it is defii'^d* Life i& coi>t!diiaUy ravaged by in- 
vadet^ ; one fteails aw^aii hour, ^d'atk)ther a'day ; 
•^ E 3 oae 
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one conceals the robbery by hurrying us into bufi- 
nefs, another by lulling us with amufement ; the de- 
predation is continued through a thoufand viciilitudes 
of tumult and tranquillity, till, having loft all, we 
can lofe no more. 

This wafte of the lives of men has been very 
frequently charged upon the Great, whofe followers 
linger from year to year in expe^tions, and die at 
laft with petitions in their hands* Thofe who raife 
envy will eafily incur cenfure. I know not whether 
ftatefmen and patrons do not fuffer more reproaches 
than they deferve, and may not rather themfelves 
complain, that they are given up a prey to preten- 
tions without merits and to importunity without 
ihame* 

The truth is, that the incQnveniences of attend* 
^nce are more lamented than felt. To the greater 
number folidtation is its own reward. To be feen 
in good company, to talk of familiarities with men 
of power, to be able to tell the frefheft news, to gra- 
tify an inferior circle with predidions of increafe or 
decline of favour, and to be regarded as a candidate 
for high offices, are compenfations more than 
equivalent to the delay of favours, which per- 
haps he that begs them has hardly confidence to 
expe£l:. 

A man confpicuous in a high ftation, who mul- 
tiplies hopes that he may multiply dependants, may 
be confidered as a beaft of prey, juftly dreaded, but 
eafily avoided} bis den is known, and they who 
would not be devoured, need not approach it. 
The great danger of die wafte of time is from 

cater- 
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caterpillars atid moths, who are not refifted, becaufe 
they are not feared, and who work on with unheeded 
mifchiefs, and Invifible encroachments. 

He, whofe rank or merit procures him the notice 
of mankind, muft give up himfclf, in a great mea- 
fiire, to the convenience or humour of thofe who 
furround him. Every man, who is fick of himfelf, 
will fly to him for relief; he that wants to fpeak will 
require him to hear ; and he that wants to hear will 
expeft him to fpeak. Hour pafles after hour, the 
noon fucceeds to morning, and the evening to noon, 
vhile a thoufand objefts are forced upon his atlen* 
tion, which he rejefts as faft as they are offered, but 
which the cuftom of the world requires to be received 
With appearance of regard. 

If we will have the kindnefs of others, we muft 
endure their follies* He who cannot perfuade 
himfelf to withdraw from fociety, muft be content 
to pay a tribute of his time to a multitude of ty* 
rants ; to the loiterer, who makes appointments 
which he never keeps ; to the confulter, who alk$ 
advice which he never takes ; to the boafter, who 
blufters only to be praifed ; to the complainer, who 
whines only to be pitied ; to the projedlor, whofe 
happinefs is to entertain his friends with expec* 
tations which all but himfelf know to be vain; 
to the economift, who tells of bargains and fet* 
tiements; to the politician, Who predifts the fete 
of battles and breach of alliances ; to the ufurer, 
who compares the different funds ; and to the 
talker, who talks only becaufd he loves to be talk- 
ing. ' • 

E4 Tq 
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To put eveiy man in pofleffion of hk own time, 
and refcue the day from this fucceflion of ufurpers, 
is beyond my power, and beyond my hope. Yet, 
perhaps, fome flop might be put to this unmerciful 
perfecution, if all would ferioufly refleft, that who- 
ever pays a vifit that is not defired, or talks longer 
than the hearer is willing to attend, is guilty of an. 
injury which he cannot repair, and- takes away that 
which, he cannot give* 



I 



Numb. 15. Saturday, July 22, 1758. 

To the lUluY^R. 
SIR, 

HAVE the misfortune to be a man of bufinefs y, 
that, you will fay, is a moft grievous one ; but 
what makes it the more fo to me, is, that my wife has 
nothing to do : at leafl: fhe had too good an education, 
and the profpeft of too good a fortune in reverfion 
when I married her, to thinK of employing herfelf 
either in my fhop-afi^rs, or the managementr of my, 
family. 

Her time, you know, as well as my own,, muft bc^ 
filled up fome way or other. For my. part, I have 
enough to mind, in weighing my goods out, and 
waiting on my cuftomers : but my wife, though 
ihe could be of as much ufe as a ihopman to me, if 
fhe would put her. hand to it, is now only jin my 

way. 
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way. She. walks all the morning fauntering about 
the fhpp with her arms through her pocket-holes, 
or ftan43 gi^ping ^t the door-fill^ and looking at 
every perfon that pafles by. She is continually afking 
me a thoufend frivolous queftions about every cuf- 
tomer that comes in and goes out ; and ail the while 
tbsti; I am entering any thing in my day-book, (he is 
lolling over the counter, and flaring at it, as if I was 
only fcribbling or drawing figures for her amufement. 
Sometimes, indeed,, fhe will take a needle : but as ihe 
always works at the door, or in the middle of the 
fliop^ (he has fo many interruptions, that fhe is longer 
hemming a towel, or darning a ftocking, than I am 
in breaking forty loaves of fugar, and making it up 
into pounds. 

In the afternoons I am fure likewife to have her 
company, except fhe is called upon by fonie of her 
acquaintance : and then, as we let out all the 
upper part of our houfe, and have only a little 
room backwards for ourfelves, they either keep • 
fuch. a chattering, or elfe are calling out every mo- 
ment to me, that I cannot mind my bufinefs for 
thenu 

My wife, I am fure, might do all the little mat- 
ters our family requires ; and I could wzfh that fhe 
would employ herfelf in them ; but, inflead of that, 
we have a. girl to do the- work, and look after a 
little boy about two. years old, which, I may fairly- 
lay, is the mother's o;wn child. The brat mufl be 
humoured in every thing^: he is therefore fuffered 
conflantly to play in the ihop, pull all. the goods 
about^ and clamber up the fhelves to get at the 
plums and fugar* I dare not correct him ; be# 
2 : caufe, 
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caufe, if 1 did, I fliould have wife and maid both 
upon me at once. As to the latter, flie is as hzf 
and iluttifh as her miftrefs ; and becaufe (he com* 
plains fhe has too much work, we can fcarcely gef 
her to do any thing at all : nay, what is worfe 
than that, I am afraid Ihe is hardly honeft; and 
as ihe is entrufted to buy lii all our provifionSj the 
jade, I am fure, makes a market-penny out of every 
article. 

But to return to my deary.^— The evenings aref 
the only time, when it is fine weather, that I am left 
to myfelf ; for then fhe generally takes the child out 
to give it milk in the park. When (he comes home 
again, fhe is fo fatigued with walking, that fhe can<« 
not ftir from her chair : and it is an hour, after fhdp 
is fhut, before I can get a bit of fupper, while the 
maid is taken up in undrefling and putting the child 
to bed. 

But you will pity me much more when I tell 
you the manner in which we generally pafs our Sun-* 
days. In the morning fhe is commonly too ill to 
drefs herfelf to go to church ; fhe therefore never 
gets up till noon ; and, what is flill more vexatious, 
keeps me in bed with her, when I ought to be bu- 
fily engaged in better employment. It is well if fhe 
can get her things on by dinner-time j and wheii 
that is over, 1 am fure to be dragged out by her, 
either to Georgia^ or Hornfey Woody or the White 
Conduit Houfe. Yet even thefe near excurfions are 
fo very fatiguing to het, that, befides what it cofls 
me in tea and hot roUss and fyllabubs, and cake» 
for the boy, I am frequently forced to take a hack* 
ney-coach, or drive them out in a one-horfe chair« 

At 
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At other times, as my wife is rather of the fetteft, 
and a very poor walker, befides bearing her whole 
weight upon my arm, I am obliged to carry the child 
myfeif* 

Thus, Sir, does Ihe conftantly drawl out her time, 
without either profit or fatisfadion; and, while I 
fee my neighbours* wives helping in the (hop, and 
almoft earning as much as their hulbands, I have the 
mortification to find, that mine is nothing but a dead 
weight upon me. In fhort, I do not know any. 
greater misfonune can happen to a plain hard-work, 
ing tradefman, as I am, than to be joined to fuch a 
woman, who is rather a clog than an helpmate to 
him. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 

ZaCHARY THEACLR *• 
• Aa unknown Correfpondcnt. C. 
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NuiiB. 16* SAtuftDAY> July 29> 1758. 

I PAID a vifit yefterday to toy old friend Ned 
Drugget^ at his country4odgiiigs* Ned begstfi 
trade with a very fmall fortttne^ he t6ok a fmall 
houfe in an obfcure ftreet^ and for fome* yeats dealt 
only in remnants. Elnowing that Dg^ gains make a 
heavy purfe^ he was content with moderafe profit: 
having obferved or heard the eflfeds of civility, he 
bowed down to the counter edge at the entrance and 
departure of every cuftomer, liftened without impa- 
tience to the objedions of the ignorant, and refufed 
without refentment the offers of the penurious. His 
ojriy recreation was to ftand at his own door and look 
into the ftreet. His dinner was fent him from a 
neighbouring alehoufe, and he opened and fliut the 
fhop at a certain hour with his owii hands. 

His reputation foon extended from one end of the 
ftreet to the other; and Mr. Druggeth exemplary 
condufl: was recommended by every mafter to his 
apprentice, and by every father to his fon. Ned 
was not only confidered as a thriving trader, but as 
^ man of elegance and politenefs, for he was re* 
markably neat in his drefs, and would wear his coat 
threadbare without fpotting it ; his hat was always 
bruflied, his fhoes gloffy, his wig nicely curled, and 
his ftockings without a wrinkle. With fuch quali* 
fications it was not very difficult for him to gain the 
heart of Mifs Cornfit^ the only daughter of Mr. Comfit 
the confedioner. 

N^d 
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Ned is one of thofe Mfbok happinefs marriage has 
eocreafed. His wife had the fame difpofition with 
himfelf ; and his method of life was very little chang. 
^ except that he difmiffed the lodgers from the firfl 
)i^r, and took the whole houC^ into his own hands^ 

He had already, by his parfimony, accumulated a 
confiderable fum^ to which the fortune of his wifi 
was now added. From this time he began to grafp 
at greater acquifitions, and was always ready, with 
money in his hand, to pick up the refufe of a (ale, 
or to buy the ftock of a trader who retired trom 
bufmeis* He foon added his parlour to his .ihop^ 
and was obliged a few months afterwards to hire 4 
warehoufe. 

He had now a (hop fplendidly and copioufly fur. 
nifhed with every thing that time had injured, or 
felhion had degraded, wkh fragments of tiflues, odcj 
yards of brocade, vail bales of faded filk, and innu« 
merable boxes of antiquated ribbons. His fhop was 
foon celebrated through all quarters of the town, 
and frequented by every form of oftentatious po- 
verty. Every maid, whofe misfortune it was to be 
taller than her lady, matched her gown at Mr. Drug^ 
gefz ; and man,y a maiden, who had pafled a winter 
with her aunt in London^ dazzled the ruflicks, at her 
return, with cheap finery which Drugget had fup* 
plied. His fhop was often vifited in a morning by 
Jadies who left their coaches in the next ftreet, and 
crept through the alley in linen gowns. Drugget 
knows the rank of his cuftomers by their bafhful- 
nefs ; and, when he finds them unwilling to be feen, 
invites them up ftairs, or retires with them to the 
back window, 

I rejoiced 
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I rejoiced at the encreafing profperity of my 
friend, and imagined, that, as he grew rich, he was 
growing happy. His mind has partaken the en- 
largement of his fortune. When I ftepped in for 
the firft five years, I was welcomed only with a fhake 
of the hand ; in the next period of his life, he bee* 
' koned acrofs the way for a pot of beer ; but for fix 
years pad, he invites me to dinner ; and if he be- 
fpeaks me the day before, never fails to regale me 
with a fillet of veal. 

His riches neither made him uncivil nor negli- 
gent } he rofe at the fame hour, attended with the 
ikme al&duity, and bowed with the fame gentlenefs; 
But for fome years he has been much inclined to 
talk of the fatigiieS of bufinefs, and the confine- 
ment of a fliop, and to wilh that he had been fo 
happy as to have renewed his uncle's leafe of a 
farm, that he might have lived without noife and 
hurry, in a pure air, in the artlefs fociety of honeft 
villagers, and the contemplation of the works of 
nature. 

I foon difcovered the caufe of my friend's phlIo« 
fophy. He thought himfelf grown rich enough to 
have a lodging in the country, like the mercers oa 
LudgaU'hilly and was refolved to enjoy himfelf in 
the decline of life. This was a revolution not to be 
made fuddenly. He talked three years of the plea- 
fures of the country, but paffed every night over his 
own (hop. But at laft he refolved to be happy, and 
hired a lodging in the country, that he may fteal 
fome hours in the week from bufinefs j for, fays he, 
when a man advances in life^ he loves to entertain birth 
felffimitmes with his own thoughts. 

I was 
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I was invited to this feat of quiet and contempla* 
tion among thofe whom Mr. Drugget confiders as his 
moil reputable friends, and defires to make the firft 
witiiefres of his elevation to the higheft dignities o^ 
a fliopkeeper. I found him at I/lingtorij in a room 
which overlooked the high road, amufing himfelf 
with looking through the window, which the clouds 
of duft would not fuffer him to open. He embraced 
me^ told me I was welcome into the country, and 
aiked me, if I did not feel myfelf refrefhed ? He 
then defired that dinner might be haflened, for freih 
lair always fliarpened his appetite, and ordered me a 
toad and a glafs of wine after my walk. He told 
me much of the pleafure he found in retirement, 
and wondered what had kept him fo long out of th^ 
country. Aft^ dinner, company came i{i, and Mr, 
Drugget again repeated the praifes of the country, 
Recommended the pleafures of meditation, and told 
jhem, that he had been all the morning at the win. 
dow, counting the carriages^ as they paffed before 
Mm. 
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Numb. 17. Saturday, Auguji 5, 1758. 

HTHE rainy weather, which has continued the 
j laft month, is faid to have given great diC 

turbance to the infpeftors of barometers. The ora- 
culovis glaffes have deceived their votaries; fliower 
has fucceeded fhower, though they prediSed fun- 
(hine and dry ikies j and, by fatal confidence in thefe 
fallacious promifes, many coats have loft their glofs, 
and many curls been moiftened to flaccidity. 

This is one of the diftreffes to which mortals fub^ 
jeft themfelves by the pride of fpeculation. I had 
no part in this learned difappointment, who am con- 
tent to credit my fenfes, and to believe that rain ^iH 
fall when the air^ blackensi and that the weather will 
be dry when the fun is bright* • My caution indeed 
does not always preferve me from a Ihower. To be 
wet, may happen to the genuine Idler ; but to be wet 
in oppofition to theory, can befal only the Idler that 
pretends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out life in 
trifles and die without a memorial, many flatter 
themfelves with high opinions of their own import- 
ance, and imagine that they are every day adding 
fome improvement to human life. To be idle and 
to be poor, have always been reproaches, and there* 
fore every man endeavours, with his utmoft care, to 
hide his poverty from others, and his idlenefs from 
hiuifelf. 

Among thofe whom I never could perfuade to rank 
themfelves with Idlers^ and who fpeak with indigna-r 
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tion of my nlorning fleeps and nofturnal rambles ; 
one paffes thcx day in catching fpiders, that he may 
count their eyes with a microfcope ; another ereds 
his head, and exhibits the duft of a marigold fepa- 
rated from the flower with a dexterity worthy of 
Leeuwenhoeck himfelf. Some turn the wheel of elec- 
tricity ; fome fufpend rings to a load-ftone, and find 
that what they did yefterday they can do again to- 
day. Some regifter the changes of the wind, and 
die fully convinced that the wind is changeable* 

There are men yet more profound, who have heard 
that two cblourlefs liquors may produce a colour by 
union, and that two cold bodies will grow hot if 
they are mingled ; they mingle them, and produce 
the eflFeft expedled, fay it is ftrange, and mingle them 
again. 

The Idlers that fport only with inanimate natui'e 
may claim fome indulgence ; if they are ufelefs, they 
are ftill innocent : but there are otherSj whom I 
know not how to mention without more emotion 
than my love of quiet willingly admits. Atnoiig 
the inferior profeffors of medical knowledge, is a 
race of wretches, whofe lives are only varied by va- 
rieties of cruelty; whofe favourite amufement is to 
nail dogs to tables and open them alive ; to try how 
long life may be continued in various degrees of 
mutilation, or with the excifion or laceration of th^ 
vital parts ; to examine whether fcurning irons aris 
felt more acutely by the bone or tendon) and 
whether the more laflmg agonies, are produced by 
poifon forced iiito the mouthy or irtjeoed into the 
veins. 

Vol. VIL F It 
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It is not without reludance that I offbnd the fen- 
fibility of the tender mind with images like thefe* 
If fuch cruelties were not pradifed, it were to be 
defired that they (bould no& be conceived ; but, fince 
they are publiibed every day with oftentatio^ let me 
be allowed once to mention them, fince I mention 
them with abhorrence. 

Mead has invidioufly remarked of Woodward, that 
he gathered (bells and ftones, and would pafs for a 
philofopher. With pretenfions much lefs reafon^ 
able, the anatomical novice tears out the living 
bowels of an animal, and ftyles himfelf phyfician, 
prepares himfelf by familiar cruelty for that pro- 
feflion which he is to exercife upon the tender and 
the helplefs, upon feeble bodies and broken minds^ 
and by which he has opportunities to extend his 
arts of torture, and continue thofe experiments up^on 
infancy and age, which he has hitherto tried upon 
cats and dogs. 

What is alleged in defence of thefe hateful prac- 
tices, every one knows ; but the truth is, .that by 
knives, fire, and poifon, knowledge is not always 
fought, and is very feldom attained. The experi- 
ments that have been tried, are tried again ; he that 
burned an animal with irons yefterday, will be willing 
to amufe himfelf with burning another to-morrow. 
I know not, that by living diiTeftions any difcovery 
has been made ]^y which a fmgle malady is more 
eafily cured. And if the knowledge of phyfiology 
has been fomewhat increafed, he furely buys know-t. 
ledge dear^ who learns the ufe of the ladleals at the 
expence of his humanity. It is time that univerfal 
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refentment (hould arife againft thefe horrid opera- 
tions, which tend to harden the heart, extinguifli 
thofe fenfations which give man confidence in man, 
and make the phyfician more dreadful than the gout 
or ftone. 



Numb. 18; Satuhday, Augujl 12, 1758. 

To /;&? IDLER. 

SIR, 
YT commonly happens to him who endeavours to 

obtain diftindion by ridicule, or cenfure, that he 
teaches others to pradife his own arts againft him* 
felf ; and that, after a (hort enjoyment of the ap- 
plaufe paid to his fagacity, or of the mirth excited 
by his wit, he is doomed to fuffer the fame feverities 
of fcrutiny^ to hear inquiry deteding his faults, and 
exaggeration fporting with his failings. 

The natural difcontent of inferiority will feldom 
fail to operat^e in fome degree of malice againft him 
who profeiTes 'to fuperintend the condud of others, 
efpecially if he feats himfelf uncalled in the chair 
of judicature, and exercifes authority by his owa 
commiftion. 

You cannot, therefore, wonder that your obfenra- 
tions on human folly, if they produce laughter at 
one time, awaken criticifm at another; and that 
among the numbers whom you have taught to fco£f 
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at the retirement of Drugget^ there is one who offers 
his apology. 

The miftake of your old friend its by no means 
peculiar* The publick pleafures of far the glreater 
part of mankind are counterfeit. Very few carry 
their philofophy to places of diverfion, or are very 
careful to analyfe their enjoyments. The general 
condition of life is fo full of mifery, that we are 
glad to catch delight without enquiring whence it 
comes, or by what power it is beftowed. 

The mind is feldom quickened to veiy vigorous 
operations but by pain, or the dread of pain. We 
do not difturb ourfelves with the deteftion of fal- 
lacies which do us no harm, nor willingly decline a 
pleafing effeft to inveftigate its caufc; He that h 
happy, by whatever means, defires nothing but the 
continuance of happinefs, and is no more folicitous 
to diftribute his fenfations into their proper fpecies, 
than the common gazer on the beauties of the fpring 
to feparate light into its original rays. 

Pleafure is therefore feldom fuch as. it appears to 
others, nor often fuch as we reprefent it to ourfelves^ 
Of- the ladies that fparkle at a mufical performance, 
a very fmall number has any quick fenfibility of har- 
monious founds. But every one that goes has her 
pleafure. She has the pleafure of wearing fine 
clothes, and of (hewing them, of outfhining thofe 
whom flie fufpefts to envy her ; fhe has the pleafure 
of appearing among other ladies in a place whither 
the race of meaner mortals feldom intrudes, and oF 
reflefting that, in the converfations of the next morn- 
ing, her name will be mentioned among thofe that 
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fat in the firft row ; flie has the pleafiire of returning 
courtfifies, or refufing to return them, of receiving 
compliments with civility, or rejecting them with 
idifdain. She has the pleafure of meeting fome of 
her acquaintance, of guefllng why the reft are ab- 
fent, and of telling them that flie faw the opera, on 
pretence of enquiring why they would mifs it. She 
has the pleafure of being fuppofed to be pleafed with 
a refilled amufement, and of hoping to be numbered 
among the votreffes of harmony. She has the ple£^ 
fure of efcaping for two hours the fuperiority of a 
fifter, or the controul of a hufband ; and from att 
thefe pleafures Ihe concludes, that heavenly mufick 
is the balm of life. 

All ajQTemblies of gaiety are brought together l^ 
jnotives of the fame kind^ The theatre is not filled 
with thofe that know or regard the fkiil of the aftorj 
nor the ball-room by thofe who dance, or attend to 
the dancers. To all places of general refort, where 
the ftandard of pleafure is erefted, we run with equal 
eagernefs, or appearance of eagernefs, for very dif- 
ferent reafons. One goes that he may fay he has 
been there, another becaufe he never mifles. This 
man goes to try what he can find, and that to difco- 
ver what others find. * Whatever diverfion is coftly 
will be frequented by thofe who defire to be thought 
rich ; and whatever has, by any accident, become 
fafhionable, eafily continues its reputation, becaufe 
every one is afhamed of not partaking it. 

To every place of entertainment we go with ex- 
peftation and defire of being pleafed ; we meet 
others who are brought by the fame motives ; no 
one will be the firft to own the difappointment ; one 
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^Lce refl^fls the fmile of another, till each believes 
the reft delighted, and endeavours to catch and 
tranfmit the circulating rapture. In time all are 
deceived by the cheat to which all contribute. The 
fiftion of happinefs is propagated by every tongue, 
and confirmed by every look, till at laft all profefs 
the joy which they do not feel, confent to yield to 
the general delufion ; and when the voluntary dream 
is at an end, lament that blifs is of fo fhort a dura- 
tion. 

If Drugget pretended ^to pleafures of which he had 
no perception, or boafled of one amufement where 
he was indulging another, what did he which is not 
done by all thofe who read his ftory ? of whom fome 
pretend delight in converfation, only becaufe they 
dare not be alone ; fome praife the quiet of folitude, 
becaufe they ate envious of fenfe, and impatient of 
folly J and fome gratify their pride, by writing cha- 
raders which expofe the vanity of life. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant. 
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Numb. 19- Saturday, Auguji IQt 1758. 

COME of thofe ancient fages that have exerdfed 
their abilities in the inquiry after the fupreme 
gwd^ have been of opinion, that the higheil degree of 
earthly happinefs is quiet ; a calm repofe both of 
mind and body, undiilurbed by the fight of folly or 
the noife of bufinefs, the tumults of public com- 
motion, or the agitations of private intereft ; a ftate 
in which the mind has no other employment, but to 
obferve and regulate her own motions, to trace 
thought from thought, combine one image with 
another, raife fyitems of fcience, and form theories 
of virtue. 

To the fcheme of thefe folitary fpeculatifts, it has 
been juftly objefled, that if they are happy, they are 
happy only by being ufelefs ; that mankind is one 
vaft republick, where every individual receives many 
benefits from the labours of others, which, by labour- 
ing in his turn for others, he is obliged to repay; 
and that where the united efforts of all are not able 
to exempt all from mifery, none have a right to 
withdraw from their talk of vigilance, or to be in- 
dulged in idle wifdom or folitary pleafures. 

It is common for controvertifts, in the heat of dif» 
putation, to add one .pofition to another till they 
reach the extremities of knowledge, where truth and 
falfehood lofe their diftinaion. Their admirers fol- 
low them to the brink of abfurdity, and then ftart 
back from each fide towards the middle point. So 
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it has happened in this great difquilition. Many 
perceive alike the force of the contrary arguments, 
find quiet fliameful, and bufinefs dangerous, and 
therefore pafs their lives between them, in buftle 
without bufinefs, and negligence without quiet. 

Among the principal names of this moderate, fet 
is that great philofopher Jack Whirler^ whofe bufi- 
nefs keeps him in perpetual motion, and whofe roo- 
tion always eludes his bufinefs ; who is always to do 
what he never does, who cannot ftand fl:ill becaqfie 
he is wanted in another place, and who is wanted in 
many places becaufe he (lays in none. 

'Jack has more bufinefs than he can conveniently 
tranfaO: in one houfe ; he has therefore one habita- 
tion near Bow-Churchy and another about a mile dif- 
tant. .By this ingenious diftribution of himfelf be- 
tween two houfes, Jack has contrived to be found at 
neither. Jackh trade is ext^nCve, and he has many 
dealers ; his converfation is fprightly, and be has ma- 
ny companions ; his difpofition is kiiid, and he has 
many friends. Jack neither forbears pleafure for 
bufinefs, nor omits bufinefs for pleafure, but is equal- 
ly invifible to his friends and his cuftomers ; to him 
that conies with an invitation to a club, and to hinx 
that waits to fettle an account. 

When you call at his houfe, his clerk tells you, that 
Mr. Whirler was juft ftept out, but will be at home 
exaftly at two ; you wait at a cofFee-houfe till two, and 
then find that he has been at home, and is gone out 
again, but left word that he fliould be at the Half- 
moon tavern at feven, where he hopes to meet you. At 
feven you go to the tavern. At eight in comes Mr. 
Whirler to tell you, that he is glad to fee you, and 
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only begs leaye to run for a few minutes to a gentle- 
man that lives near the Exchange, from whom be will 
return before fupper can be ready* Away he runs to 
the Exchange, to tell thofe who are waiting for him, 
that he muft beg them to defer the bufinefs till to-i 
morrow, becaufe his time is come at the Half-moon. 

Jack^s cheerfulnefs and civility rank him among 
jthofe whofe prefence never gives pain, and whom all 
Tjcceive with fondnefs and careffes. He calls often on 
his ftiends, to tell them, that he will come again to- 
morrow ; on the morrow he comes again, to tell them 
how an unexpeded fummons hurries him away.— • 
When he enters a houfe, his firft declaration is, that 
he cannot fit down ; and fo (hort are his vifits, that 
he feldom appears to haye come for any other reafoa 
but to fay. He muft go. 

The dogs of Egypt, when thirft brings them to 
the Nik, are faid to run as they drink for fear of the 
crocodiles, yack Whirler always dines at full fpeed* 
He enters, finds the family at table, fits familiarly 
down, and fills his plate ; but while the-firft morfel 
is in his mouth, hears the clock ftrike, and rifes ; then 
goes to another houfe, fits down again, recollefts 
another engagement ; has only* time to tafte the foup, 
makes a fliort excufe to the company, and continues 
through another ftreet his defultory dinner. 

But, overwhelmed as he js with bufinefs, his chief 
defire is to have ftill more. Every new propofal 
takes pofTeflion of his thoughts ; he foon balances 
probabilities, engages in the projeft, brings it al- 
moft to completion, and then forfakes it for another, 
which he catches with the fame alacrity, urges with the 
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fame vehemence, and abandons with the fame cold- 
nefs* 

Every man may be obferved to have a certain 
ftrain of lamentation, fome peculiar theme of com- 
plaint on which he dwells in his moments of de- 
jeftion. Jack^s topick of forrow is the want of time. 
Many an excellent defign languiflies in empty theory 
for want of time. For the omiffion of any civilities, 
want of time is his plea to others ; for the negled of 
any affairs, want of time is his excufe to himfelf. 
That he wants time, he fincerely believes; for he 
once pined away many months with a lingering dif« 
temper, for want of time to attend to his health. 

Thus Jack Wbirler lives in perpetual fatigue with- 
out proportionate advantage, becaufe he does not 
confider that no man can fee all with his own eyes, 
or do all with his own hands ; that whoever is en- 
gaged in multiplicity of bufinefs, muit tranfad much 
by fubftitution, and leave fomething to hazard ; and 
that he who attempts to do all, will wafte his life in 
doing little. 
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Numb. 20. Saturday, Auguji 26, 1758. 

THERE is no crime more infamous than the 
vioiation of truth. It is apparent that men 
c:an be focial beings no longer than they believe each 
other. When fpeech is employed only as the ve- 
hide of falfehood, every man muft difunitc himfelf 
from others, inhabit his own cave, and feek prey only 
for himfelf. 

Yet the law of truth, thus facrcd and neccflary, 
is broken without punifhment, without cenfure, in 
compliance with inveterate prejudice and prevailing 
paflions. Men are willing to credit what they 
wiih, and encourage rather thofe who gratify them 
fnth pleafure, than thofe that inftrud them with 
fidelity. 

For this reafon every hiftorian difcovers his 
cpuntry; and it is impofiible to read the different 
accounts of any great event, without a wifh that 
truth b?id more power over partiality. 

Amidft the joy of my countrymen for the acqui- 
fition of Lauijbourgj I could not forbear to confider 
how diflferently this revolution of American power is 
not only now mentioned by the contenduig nations, 
but will be reprefented by the writers of another 
century. 

The Englijh hiftorian will imagine himfelf barely 
^oing juftice to Englijh virtue, when he relates 
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the capture of Louifbourg in the following man^ 
ner : 

*' The Englifh had hitherto feen, with great in- 
^ dignation, their attempts baffled and their force 
** defied by an enemy, whom they confidered them- 
** felves as entitled to conquer by the right of pre- 
^ fcription, and whom many ages of hereditary 
** fuperiprity had taught them to defpife. Their 
^''fleets were more numerous, and their feamen 
*f braver, than thofe of France ; yet they only floated 
** ufelefe on the ocean, and the French derided them 
♦• from ^heir ports. Misfortunes, as is ufual, pro-^ 
^' duced difcontent, the people murmured at the 
^ minifters, and the minifters cenfured the com^? 
"^^ manders. 

^^ In the fummer of this year, the Engiijh began 
^* to find their fuccefs anfwerable to their caufe. 
^^ A fleet and an army were fent to America to 
*♦ diflodgc the enemies from the fettlements which 
*' they had fo perfidioufly made, and fp infolently 
*^ maintained, and to reprefs that power which was 
•♦f growing more every cjay by the affociation of the 
•' Indians^ with whom thefe degenerate Europeans 
*' intermarried, and whom they fecured to theif 
••* party by prefents and promife$. 

^' In the beginning of June the fhips of war and 
** vefl'els containing the land-forces appeared before 
** Louifbourg ; a place fo feeure by nature that art 
^* was almoft fuperfluous, and yet fortified by art 
** as if nature had left it open. The French boafted 
^ that it was impregnable, and fpoke with fcorn 
^^ of all attempts that could be made againft it. 

. « The 
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«* The garrifoA wAs nutnerons, the ftores eqtial to 
I ** the longeft ficge, tnd their efigineers and com- 

I " mailrders high in reputation. The mouth of the 

' " harbour was fo narrow^ that three (hips within 

I ^^ might eafily defend it againft all attacks from 

1 « the fea. The French had, with that cautiott 

j ^ which cowards borrow firom fear, and attribute to 

" policy, eluded our fleets, and lent into that 
" port five great Ihips and fix fmaller, of which 
** they funk four m the mouth of the paflage, 
I " having railed batteries, and polled troops at all 

I *' the places where they thought it poffibfe to make 

I " a defcent. The Englijh^ however^ had more to 

' " dread from the rougbnefs of the fea, than frorti 

" the Ikill or bravery of the defendants. Some 
*^ days palfed before the furges, which rife very 
I ," high round that ifland, would fuffer them td 

'' land. At laft their impatience could be re* 
I " ftrained no longer ; they got poflibffion of the 

i " Ihore wuh little lofs by the fea, and with lefs by 

' " the enemy. In a few days the artillery was land* 

I " ed, the batteries were raifed, and the Frmch had 

" no other hope than to efcape from one poft to 
" another. A Ihot from the batteries fired the 
: " powder in one of their largeft Ihips, the flcmre 

I ** fpread to the two next, and all three were *de- 

I " ftroyed ; thfe-fij^/^adniiral fent his boats ' againfl: 

1 " the two large (hips yet remaining, took them 

*^ without refinance, and terrified the garrifon to an 
** immediate capitulation/' , 

Let us now oppofe to this Englijh narrative the rer 
lation which will be produced, about the fame time^ 
by the writer of the age of Louis XV. 

I " Abou^ 
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^ About this time the Englijh admitted to the 
*' conduft of affairs a man who undertook to fave 
^* from definition that ferocious and turbulent 
" people, who, from the mean infolence of wealthy 
" traders, and the iawlefs confidence of fucccfsful 
** robbers, were now funk in defpair and flupified 
^^ with horroun He called in the fhips which bad 
" been difperfed over the ocean to guard their mer- 
^^ chants, and fent a fleet and an army, in which 
** almoft the whole ftrength of England \tras cora- 
'' prifed, to fecure their pofieflions in America^ 
" which were endangered alike by the French amis 
" and the French virtue. We had taken the Englijh 
** fortrefTes by force, and gained the Indian nations 
*^ by humanity. The Englijh^ wherever they come, 
** are fure to have the natives for their enemies j for 
*' the only motive of their fettlements is avarice, 
** and the only confequence of their fuccefs is op- 
" prelEon. In this war they afted like other bar-^ 
" barians, and, with a degree of outrageous 
" cruelty, which the gcntlenefs of our manners 
** fcarcely fufFers us to conceive, offered rewards 
*' by open proclamation to thofe who fhould bring 
** in the fcalps of Indian women and children. A 
" trader always makes war with the cruelty of a 
** pirate. 

" They had long looked with envy and with ter^ 
** rour upon the influence which the French exerted 
** over all the northern regions of America by the 
*• poffeflHon of Louijbourg^ a place naturally flrong, 
*^ and new fortified with fome flight outworks. 
*^ They hoped to furprize the garrifon unprovided ; 
^^ but that fluggiflmefs which always defeats their 

*' malice, 
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'^ malice, gave us time to fend fupplies, and to 
'* ftatien (hips for the defence of the harbour. 
*• They came before Louijbourg in June^ and were 
^< for, fome time in doubt whether they fliould land* 
*^ But the commanders, who had lately feen an ad« 
*^ miral (hot for not having done what he had 
" not power to do, djirft not leave the place un- 
*< alTaulted. An Engujhman has no ardour for ho- 
" nour, nor zeal for duty ; he neither values glory 
*^ nor loves his king, but balances one danger with 
" another, and will fight rather than be hanged* 
" They therefore landed, but with great lofs ; their 
" engineers had, in the laft war with the French^ 
** learned fomething of the military fcience, and 
" made their approaches with fufficient Ikill ; but 
" all their efforts had been without effeft, had not a 
*' ball unfortunately fallen into the powder of one of 
** our fhips, which communicated the fire to the reft, 
" and, by opening the paffage of the harbour, 
** obliged the garrifon to capitulate. Thus was 
" Louijbourg loft, and our troops marched out with 
" the admiration of their enemies, who durft hardly 
*• think themfelves mafters of the place.** 
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KuHJB. 21. Saturday, S^f ember 2, 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

Dear Mr. Idler, 
'T'HERE is a fpecies of mifery, or of difeafcy 
for which our language is commonly fuppofed 
to be without a name, but which I think is emphati- 
cally enough denominated lijileffhefs^ and which i» 
commonly termed a want of fomething to do. 

Of the unhappinefs of this flate I do not exped alt 
your readers to have an adequate idea. Many arc 
overburdened with bufinefs, and can imagine no 
comfort but in reft ; many have minds fo placid, as 
willingly to indulge a voluntary lethargy ; or fo nar- 
row, as eafily to be filled to their utmoft capacity. 
By thefe I fliall not be underftood, and therefore 
cannot be pitied. Thofe only will fympathize with 
my complaint, whofe imagination is aftive and rc- 
folution weak, whofe defires are ar.dent, and whofe 
choice is delicate ; who cannot fatisfy themfelves 
with ftanding ftill, and yet cannpt find a motive to 
dired their courfe. 

I was the fecond fon of a gentleman, whofe eftate 
was barely fufEcient to fupport himfelf and his heir 
in the dignity of killing game. • He therefore made 
ufe of the intereft which the alliances of his family 
afforded him, to procure me a poft in the army. I 
paffed fome years in the moft contemptible of all 

human 
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httman ftadons, that ofa^ l]3l4ifcr in time of peace** 
I wandered with the regiment as the quarters were, 
changed, without oJ)portunity for bufinefs, tafte for 
knowledge, or money fpr ple?ifure. Wherever I 
. came^ I was for fome time a ttf^nger without curio- 
iity, and afterwards an. acquaintance without friend- 
Ihip, Having nothing to hope in thefe places of for- 
tuitous refidence, 1 refign^d my conduft to chance ; 
I had no intention to offend, I had no ambition to 
delight* 

I fuppofe every man is (hocked when he hears how 
frequently foldiers are wilhing for war. The wifti is 
not always fincere.j the greater part are content 
with fleep and lace, and counterfeit an drdour which 
they do ilot feel ; but thofe who defire it moft are 
neither prompted by malevolence nor patriotifm ; 
they neither pant for laui^k, nor delight in blood ; 
but long to be delivered from the tyranny of idlenefs, 
and reftored to the dignity of aftive beings. 

I never imagined myfelf to have more courage 
than other men, yet was often involuntarily wifliing 
for a war, but of a war at that time I had no pro- 
fpeft ; ^d being enabled, by the death of an uncje, 
to live without my pay, L quitted the army, and re- 
folved to regulate my own motions. 

I was pleafed, for a while, with the novelty of in- 
dependence, and imagined that I had now found wha<; 
every man defires. My time was in my own power, 
and my .habitation was wherever my choice fhould 
fix it. I amufed myfelf for two years in paffing 
from place to place, and comparing one convenience 
with anoAer; but being at laftafliamed of inquiry, 
VoLVVII. G and 



, Digitized by 



Google 



8a THE IDLER. N« ai. 

and weary of uncertaincy>.I purchaTed a houfe, axid 
^aMiihed tny family. 

I now expeded to begin to be happy^ and wa$ 
happy for a fhort time with that expe£tation. But 
I foon perceived my fpirits to fdbfide, and my ima- 
gination to grow dark. The gloom thickened 
eveiy day round me; I wondered by what ma- 
Kgnant power my peace was blafted, till I difcoYered 
at lad that I had nothing to do. 

Time, with all its celerity, moves flowly to him 
iivhok whole employment is to watch its flight. I 
am forced upon a thoufand fhifts to enable me to 
endure the tediouihefs of the day. I rife when I can 
fleep no longer, and take my morning walk ; I fee 
what I have feen before, smd return. I fit dowii) 
and perfuade myfelf that I fit down to think, find it 
impoflible to think 'without a fubjed, rife up to in- 
quire after news, and endeavour to kindle in myfdf 
an artificial impatience for intelligence of evdits, 
which will never eictend any confequence to me, 
but that a few minutes they abftraft me from myfelf. 
When I have heard any thing that may gratify 
curiofity, I am bufied for a while in running to re- 
late it. I haften from one place of concourfe to ano* 
ther, delighted with my own importance, and pjroud 
to think that I am doing fomething, though I know 
that another hour would fpare my labour. 

I hsid once a roimd of vifits, which I paid very re- 
gularly ; but I have now tired moft of my friends. 
When I have fat down I forgot to rife, and have 
more than once overheard one afking another, when 
I would be gone ? I perceive the company tired, I 
.. obferve 
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obferve the mifti'efs of the £siinily whirpering t6 htit 
fervants, I find orders given to put off bufmefs till 
to*niorrdw, I fee the watches frequently infpeded^ 
tmid yet (rannot withdraw to the vacuity of foKtude^ 
br venture myfelf in iny own company* 

Thus burdenfonie to myfelf and others, I form 
many fchemes of employment which may make my 
life ufefal or agreeable, and exempt me from the 
ignominy of living by fufferance* This Hew courfe 
I have long defigrted, but have not yet begun. The 
prefent moment is never proper for the change, but 
there is always a time in view when all obftacles will 
he removed, and I fhall furprife all that know rat 
with a new'diftribution of my time. Twenty years 
have paifed fmce I have refolved a complete amende 
ment, and twenty years have been loft in delays* Age 
Is coming upon me ; and I ihould lools, back with 
rage and defpair upon the wafte of life^ but that t am 
now beginning in earned to begin a reformation/ 

I am, SI R, 

Your humble fervant, 

Dick Likoj&&» 
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Numb. 22. Saturday, September l6, 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
A S I was paffing lately under one of the gates of 
this city, 1 was ftruck with horror by a rueful 
cry, which fuinmoned me to remember the poor debtors. 
The wifdom and juftice of the Engiijh laws are, by 
Englijhmen at leaft, loudly celebrated; but fcarcely 
the moft zealous admirers of our inftitutions can 
think that law wife, which, when men are capable of 
work, obliges them to beg; orjuft, which expofes 
the liberty of one to the paffions of anothen 

The profperity of a people is proportionate to the 
number of hands and minds ufefully employed. To 
the community, fedition is a fever, corruption is, a 
gangrene, and idlenefs an atrophy. Whatever body, 
and whatever fociety, waftes more than it acquires, 
muft gradually decay ; and every being that conti- 
nues to be fed, and ceafes to labour, takes away 
fomething from the publick (lock. * 

The confinement, therefore, of %ny man in the 
floth and darknefs of a prifon, is a lols to the nation, 
and no gain to the creditor. For of the multitudes 
who are pining in thofe cells of mifery, a very fmall 
part is fufpeded of any fraudulent aft by which they 
retain what belongs to others. The reft are impri- 
foned by the wantonnefs of pride, the malignity of 
revenge, or the acrimony of difappointed, expefta- 
tion* 

If 
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If thofe, who thus rigoroufly cxercife the power 
which the law has put into their hands, be afked, 
why they continue to imprifon thofe whom they 
know to be unable to pay them ? one will anfwer, 
that his debtor once lived better than himfelf ; an- 
other, that his wife looked above her neighbours, and 
his children went in filk clothes to the dancing'- 
fchool J anci another, that he pretended to be a joker 
and a wit* Some will reply, that if they were in 
debt, they fhould meet with the fame treatment ; 
fome, that they owe no more than they can pay, 
and need therefore give no account of their a&ions. 
Some will confefs their refolution, that their debtors 
(hall rot in jail ; and feme will difcover, that they 
hope, by cruelty, to wring the payment from their 
friends. 

The end of all civil regulations is to fecure private 
happinefs from private malignity; to keep indivi- 
duals from the power of one another y but thjs end 
is apparently negle&ed, when a man, ij^ritated with 
lofs, is allowed to be the judge of his own caufe, and 
to afQgn the punifhment of his own pain ; when the 
diftindion between guilt and happinefs, between ca. 
fualty and defign, is entrufted to eyes blind with iu- 
tereft, to underftandings depraved by refentment. 

Since poverty is puniflied among us as a crime, it 
ought at leaft to be treated with the fame lenity as 
other crimes; the offender ought not to languifh at 
the will of him whom he has offended, but to be al- 
lowed fome appeal to the juftice of his country. 
There can be no reafon why any debtor fliould be 
imprifoned, but that he may be compelled to pay. 
ment; and a term ihould thotfore be fix^ed, in 

G 3 which 
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which the creditor (hould exhibit his accufation of 
CMicealed property. If fuch property can be difco*- 
vered, let it be given to the creditor ; if the charge is 
not offered, or cansiot be proved, lei the prifoner be 
^ifmifled. 

Thofe who made the laws have apparently fup# 
pd&d, that every deficiency of payment is the crime 
of the debtor* But the truth is, that the creditor al- 
ways fliares the a£k, and often more than (hares the 
.gpilt, of improper truft. It feldom happens that any 
man imprifons another but for debts which he fu& 
fered to be contra&ed in hope of advantage to him* 
felf, smd for bargams in which he proportioned hi$ 
profit to his own opmion of the hazard ; and there k 
no reafon, why one fhould puniih the other for a con- 
traO: in which both concurredt 

Many of the inhabitants of prifons may juftly com^ 
plain of harder treatment. He that once owes more 
than he can pay, is often ot^iged to bribe his credi- 
tor to patience, by encreafing bis debt. Worfc and 
worfe commodities, at a higher and higher price, am 
' forced upon him ; he is impoveriihed by compulfrve' 
traffick, and at laft overwhelmed, in the common re- 
ceptacles of mifery, by debts, which, without his 
own confent, were accumulated on his head. To the 
relief of this diftrefs, no other obje£kion can be made, 
but that by an eafy diifolution of debts fraud will be 
left without puniflbment, and imprudence without 
awe ; and that when infolvency iboiild be no longer 
punifliable, credit will ceafe^ 

The motive to credit, is the hope of advantaget 
Commerce can never be at a flop, while one man 
wants wh^t »9Ptbl»r ^zxi fupply^ and credit will 

never 
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never be denied, while it is likely to be repaid with 
profit. He that trufts one whom he defigns to fue, 
is criminal by the ad of trud ; the ceflation of fuch 
infidious traffick is to be defired, and no reafon can 
be given why a change of the law (hould impair any 
other. 

We fee nation trade with nation, where no^pay- 
ment can be compelled. Mutual convenience pro- 
duces mutual confidence; and the merchants con-i 
tinue to latisfy the demands of each other^^ though 
they have nothing to dread but the lofs of trade. 

It is vain to continue an mftitution, which expe^. 
rience (hews to be ineffe&ual. We have now im- 
prifoned one generation of debtors after another, bu( 
we do not find that their numbers le0en. We have 
now learned, that rafhnefs and imprudence will not 
be deterred from taking credit ; let us try whether 
fraud and avarice may before eafily reftrained from 
giving it. 

I am, SIR, &c.* 

* This Number was fubftitvted for the original N^ 22, which 
we have repriated at the end of thi» yolume. C 
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NuwB, 23, Satjjrpay, September 23, 17o8,. 

T IF E has no pleafiire higher or noWer than 
. that of friendftiip. It is painfill to confider, 
that this fublime enjoyment may be impaired or 
deftroyed by innumerable caufes, and that there is 
no human poffeffion of which the duration is lefs 
certain. 

Many have talked, 'in very exalted language, of 
the perpetuity of friendfbip, of invincible conftancy, 
and unalienable kindnefs ; and fome examples have 
been feen of men who have, continued faithful to . 
their earliefi choice, and whcfe afFeftion ha§ predo- 
minated over changes of fortune, and contrariety of 
opinion. 

But thefe inftances are memorable, becaufe they 
are rare. The friendfhip which is to be praftifed or 
expected by common mortals, muft take it$ rife from 
mutual pleafure, and rauft end when the power. ceafes 
pf delighting each other. 

Many accidents therefore may happen, by which 
the ardour of kindnefs will be abated, without cri- 
minal bafenefs or contemptible incpnftancy on either 
part. To give pleafure is not always in our power ; 
and little does he know himfelf, who believes that 
he can be always able to receive it. 

Thole who would gladly pafs their days together 
may be feparatpd by the (lifferent courfe pf their 

aflfairs ;. 
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affairs ; and friendfliip, like love, is deftroyed by 
long abfence, though it may be encreafed by fhorti 
intermiffions. What we have miffed long enougR 
to warit ft, we value more when it is regained ; but , 
that which has been loft till it is forgotten, will be 
found at laft with little gladnefs, and with ftill leC$ 
if a fubftitute has fupplied the place. A man dei 
prived of the companion to whom he ufed to open 
his bofom,' and with whom he fhared the hours of 
leifure arid merriment, feels the day at firft hanging 
heavy on him ;: his difficulties opprefs, and hl$ 
doubts diftraft him; he fees time come and go 
without his 'Wonted gratification, and all is fadneff 
within, and folitude about him. But this uneafineft 
never lafts long ; neceffity produces expedients, new 
amufemenls are difcovered, and new converfation is 
admitted. 

No expeftation is more frequently difappointed', 
than that which naturally arifes in the mind from 
the profpeQ: of nleetirtg an old friend after long 
reparation. We expeft the atti;a6lion to be rc^ 
vived, and the coalition to be, renewed; no man 
confiders how much alteration time has made ia 
himfelf, and very few inquire what effefl: it has had 
upon others. The firft hour convinces them, that 
the pleafure, which they have formerly enjoyed, is 
for ever at an end ; different fcenes have made dif- 
ferent impreflions ; the opinions of both are changed ; 
and that fimilitude of manners and fentiment is loft, 
which confirmed them both in the approbation of 
themfelves. . ^ 

Friendftiip is often deftroyed by oppofition of 
Jntereft, not only by the ponderous and vifible inte- 

reft 
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left which the deiire of weakh and greatnefs forms 
and maintains^ but by a thoufand fecret and (light 
Compet}tion$» fcarcely known to the mind upon 
which they operate. There is fcarcely any man 
without fome favourite trifle which he vahieb above 
greater attainments) fome deiire of pettypraife which 
be cannot patiently fuffer ta.be fruftrated. This 
snmute ambition is ibmetimes crofled befwe it is 
known, and fometimes defeated by wanton petu« 
lance; but fuch attacks are feldom made without 
the lofs of friendflup ; for, whoever has once found 
the vuhierable part will always be feared, and the 
refentment will bum on in fecret, of which ihame 
hinders the difcovery. 

Tliis, however, is a flow malignity, which a wife 
man will obviate as inconlUlent with quiet, and a 
good man will reprefs as contrary to virtue; but 
human happinefs is fometimes violated by fome 
more fudden ftrokes. 

A difpute begun in jed: upon a fubjed which a 
moment ^before was on both parts regarded with 
carelefs indifference, is continued by the deiire of 
coiTqueft, till vanity kindles into rage, and oppofi. 
tion rankles into enmity. Againft this hafty mif- 
chief, I know not what fecurity can be obtained : 
men will be fometimes furprifed into quarrels ; and 
though they might both haften to reconciliation, as 
foon as their tumult had fubfided, yet two minds will 
feldom be found together, which can at once fub« 
due their difcontent, or immediately enjoy the fweets 
of peace, without remembering the wounds of the 

conflift. 

Friendfljip 
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Friendihip has other enemies. Sufpicion is al. 
ways hardening the cautious, and difguft repelling 
the delicate. Very flender differences will fome- 
times part thofe whom long reciprocation of civility 
or beneficence has united. Lonelove ^nd Ranger re-' 
tired into the country to enjoy the company of each 
other, and returned in fix weeks cold and petulant ; 
Rajiger^s pl^fure was to walk in the fields, and Lone" 
iove*s to fit in a bower ; each had complied with the 
other in his turn, and each was angry that compli- 
ance had been exacted. 

The moft fatal difeafe of friendfliip is gradual de- 
cay, or diflike hourly encreafed by caufes too flender 
for complaint, and too numerous for removal.-^ 
Thofe who are angry may be reconciled; thofe 
who have been injured may receive a recompence : 
but when the defire of pleafing and willingnefg 
to be pleafed is filently diminjflied, the renovation 
of friendfliip is hopelefs j as,* when the vital powers 
fink into languor, there is no longer any ufe of the 
phyficiant 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 

i.£. 



9^ THE IDLER. N^24- 



Numb. 24. Saturday, SeptemberSO, 1758. 

TI^HEN man fees one of the inferior crea- 
tures perched upon a tree, or baiking in the 
funfiiine, without any apparent endeavour or pur» 
fuit, he often aiks himfelf, or his companion. Oh what 
that animal can befuppofed to be thinking ? 

Of this queftion, fmce neither bird nor bead can 
anfwer it, we muft be content to live without the 
refolution. We know not how much the brutes 
recoiled of the part, or anticipate of the future} 
what power they have of comparing and preferring ; 
or whether their facuhies may not reft in motionlefs 
indifference, till they are moved by the prefence of 
their proper objeft, or ftimulated to aft by corporal 
fenfations. 

I am the lefs inclined to thefe fuperfluous in- 
quiries, becaufe I have always been able to find fuf- 
ficient matter for curiofity in my own fpecies. It is 
ufelefs to go far in queft of that which may be found 
at home ; a very narrow circle of obfervation wiU 
fupply a fufEcient number of men and women, who 
might be afked, with equal propriety. On what they 
can be thinking ? 

It is reafonable to believe, that thought, like 
every thing elfe, has its caufes and effefts ; that it 
muft proceed from fomething known, done, or fuf- 
fered ; and muft produce fofne action or event. 
Yet how great is the number of thofe in whofe 
minds no fource of thought has ever been opened^ 

in 
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in whofe life no confequence of thought is ^ver 
difcovered; who have learned nothing upon which 
they can refleft ; who have neither feen nor felt 
any thing which could leave its traces on the me* 
mory ; who neither forefee nor defire any change of 
their condition, and have therefore neither fear, 
hope, nor defign, and yet are fuppofed to be think- 
ing beings. 

To every aft a fubjeft is required. He that 
thinks ihuft think upon fomething. But tell me, 
ye that pierce deepefl into nature, ye that take the 
wideft furveys of life, inform me, kind fliades of 
Malbranche and of Locke^ what that fomething can 
be, which excites and continues thought in maiden 
aunts with fmall fortunes ; in younger brothers that 
live upon annuities ; in traders retired from bufinefs ; 
m foldiers abfent from their regiments ; or in widows 
that have no children ? 

Life is commonly confidered as either aSive or 
contemplative ; but furely this divifion, how long 
foever it has been received, is inadequate and fal- 
lacious. There are mortals whofe life is certainly 
not aftive, for they do neither good nor evil; and 
whofe life cannot be properly called contemplative, 
for they never attend either to the conduct of men, 
or the works of nature^ but rife in the morning, 
look round them till night in care{efs ftupidity, go 
to bed and fleep, and rife again in the morning. 

It has been lately a celebrated queftion in the 
fchools of philofophy. Whether the foul' always 
thinks ? Some have defined the foul to be the power 
tf thinking; concluded that its eU'ence confifts in 

8 a^i 
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z8t( that, if it fliocild ceaie to aft, if would ceafe 
to be ; and that cefiation of diought is but another 
name for extin£Uoa of mind. This argument i^ 
fubtle, but not ccmclufite; becaufe it fuppofes 
what cannot be proved, that the nature of mind is 
properly defined. Others affeft to dtfdain fabtilty^ 
when fubtilty will not fenre their purpofe^ amd ap-* 
peal to daily experience* We fpend many hours,^ 
they fay, in fleep, without the leafl remembrance of 
any thoughts which then pafied in our iniuds } and 
fince we can only by our own confcioufnefs be fure 
that we think, why fhould we imagine that we have 
had thought of which no confcioufnefs remains ? 

' This argument, which appeals to experience, may 
from experience be confuted. We every day do 
fomething which we forget when it is done, 'and 
know to have been done only by confequence.^ The 
waking hours are not denied to have been pailed in 
thought ; yet he that ihall endeavour to recoUeft on 
one ^day the ideas of the former, will only turn the 
eye of reflection upon vacancy ; he will find^ thai 
the greater part is irrevocably vaniflied, and wonder 
how the moments could come and go, and leave ' 
fo little behind them. 

. -To difcover only that the arguments on both fides 
are defeftive, and to throw back the^ tenet into it$ 
former uncertainty, is the fport of wanton or male- 
volent fcepticifm, delighting to fee the fons of phi* 
lofophy at work upon a tafk which never can be 
tiecided. I fliall fuggeft an argument hitherto, over- 
looked, which may perhaps determine the contro^ 
verfy, - • . ^ . 

If 
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If it be impoifible to think ^thout materiab^ 
there muft neceflarily be minds that do not always 
think ; and whence fhali we fumifli materials for the 
meditation of the glutton between his meals, of the 
fportfman in a rainy month, of the annuitant between 
the days of quarterly payment, of the politician when 
the mails are detained by contrary winds ? 

But how frequent foever may be the examples of 
cxiftence without thought, it is certamly a ftate not 
much to be de(ired. He that lives in toi-pid in* 
fenfibility, wants nothing of a carcafe but putre- 
faftion. It is the part of every inhabitant of the. 
earth to partake the paitis and pleafures of his fellow- 
beings ; and, as in a road through a country defart 
and uniform, the traveller languiflies for want of 
amufement, fo the paiTage of life will be tedious 
and irkfome to him who does not beguile it by di« 
Terfi0ed ideas. 
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Numb: 25. SAtifADAYiOS^ber 7^ 1758* 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

T AM a very conftant frequenter of the playhoufe, 
. a place to which I fuppofe the Idler not much a 
ftranger, iince he can have no where elfe fo much 
entertainment with fo little concurrence of his own 
endeavour. At all other affemblies, he that comes 
to receive delight, will be expelled to give it ; but 
in the theatre nothing is neceffary to the amufement 
of two hours, but to fit down and be willing to be 
pleafed. 

The laft week has offered two new aftors to the 
town. The appearance and retirement of adors aref 
the great events of the theatrical world ; and their 
firft performances fill the pit with conjefture and 
prognoftication, as the firft aftions of a new monarch 
agitate nations with hope or fear. 

What opinion I have formed of the future excel- 
lence of thefe candidates for dramatick glory, it is 
not neceffary to declare. Their entrance gave me 
a higher and nobler pleafure than any borrowed cha- 
rafter can afford. I faw the ranks of the theatre 
emulating each other in candour and humanity, and 
contending who fliould moft effeftually affift the 
ftruggles of endeavour, diffipate the blufh of diffi* 
dence, and ftill the flutter of timidity. 

this 
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This behaTiour u Ibch as becomte a people, too 
tender tb repnefs thofe Who vAfh to plealfe. too giene- 
rous to infult thofe who can make no refillan(±. A. 
publick performer is fo much in the power of fpec* 
tators, that all unneceflary feverity is reftrained bf 
that general law of humanity which forbids us to be 
cruel where there is nothing to be feared. 

In every new performer fomething mud be par- 
doned. No man can, by any force of refolution, 
fecure to himfelf the full pofleiHoh of his own 
powers under the eye of a large aifembly. Varia- 
tion of geflure, and flexion of voice, are to be ob- 
tained only by experience* 

There is nothing for which fach numbers think 
theiiifblVes qualified as for theatrical exhibition. 
Every human being has an a£Uon graceful to his 
own eye, a voice mudcal to hi$ own ear, and a 
fenfibility which nature forbids him to know that 
any other bofom can excel. An art in which fuch 
numbers fancy themfelves excellent, and which the 
publick libAally rewards, will excite many compe- 
titors, and in many attempts there mufl be many 
mifcarriages. 

The catre of the critick fhould be to diflinguifh 
error from inability, faults of inexperience from de- 
feds of nature. A^on irregular and turbulent may 
be reclaimed; vociferadon Vehement and confufed 
litiay be reftrained and modulated; the flalk of 
tire tyraht may become the gait of the man ; the 
yell of inarticulate diftrefs may be reduced to hu« 
mad— laihditatioir. All th^e £amlt^ fhould bis for 
9 tinxe *t9lverlool:ed, and afterwards ceoiklrei yiirh 
••VoL^VII. H gentle^ 
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gentlenefe and candour. But if in an a£kor there 
appears an utter vacancy of meaning, a frigid equa« 
)ity, a ftupid languor, a torpid apathy, the greateft 
kindnefe that can be ihewn him, is a fpeedy fenteuce 
of expulfion. 

I am, SIR, &c. 



The plea which my correfpondent has offered for 
young adors, I am very far from wifhing to invali- 
date* I always confidered thofe combinations which 
are fometimes formed in the playhoufe, as ad:s of 
fraud or of cinielty ; he that applauds him who does 
not deferve praife, is endeavouring to deceive the 
publick ; he that hiffes in malice or fport, is an op- 
preffor and a robber. 

But furely this laudable forbearance might be 
iuftly extended to young poets. The art of the 
writer, like that of the player, is attained by ilow 
degrees. The power of diftinguifliing and difcri- 
minating comick charafters, or of filling tragedy 
with poetical images, mufl be the gift of nature^ 
which no inftruftion nor labour can fupply; but 
the irt of dramj^iick difpofition, the contexture of 
the iipenes, the oppofition of eharafters, the involu* 
tbn of the plot, the expedients of fufpenfion, and 
the ftratagems of furprife, are to be learned by 
prance } and it is cruel to difcourage a poet for 
ever, becaufe he has not from genius what only ex«^ 
perience can bcftow# 

Life is a ftage. Let me likewife folidt caiufaHur 
for the young aCtoc on the ftage of Ufe» Vicj tl^ 

. , cpter 
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enter into the world are too often treated unth un» 
reafonable rigour by thofe that were once as igno* 
rant and heady as themfelves; and diftin£Uon is 
not always made between the faults which require 
fpeedy and violent eradication, and thofe that will 
gradually drop away in the progrellion of life. Vi« 
dous folidtations of appetite, if not checked, will 
grow more importunate ; and mean arts of profit or 
ambition will gather ftrength in the tnind, if they 
are not early fupprefled. But miftaken notions of 
fuperiority, defires of ufelefs fhow, pride of little 
accomplifhments, and all the train of vanity, will 
be brufhed away by the wing of Time. 

Reproof (hould not exhauft its power upon petty 
failings; let it watch diligently againft the incur- 
fion of vice, and leave foppery and futility to die 
of themfelves. 
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JSJuAiB. 26. Saturday, OBober 14, 1758. 

Mr. Idl^r, 

T NEVER thought that I fliould write amy thiof 
to be printed; but having lately feen your firft 
eilay, which was fent down into the kitchcsi, with a 
great bundle of gazettes and ufelefs papers, I fia^ 
that you are willing to admit any correfpondetit, and 
therefore hope you will not rqe£t me. If you pub- 
li(h my letter, it may encourage others, in the 
fame condition with myfelf, to tell their ftories,, 
which may be perhaps as uleful as thde of great 
ladies. 

I am a poor girl. I was bred in the country at a 
4harity»fchool, maintained by the contributions . of 
Veahhy neighbours. The ladies, or patroneiles, 
vifited lis from time to time, examined how we were 
taught, and faw that our clothes were clean. We 
lived happily enough, and were inftruded to be^ 
thankful to thbfe at whofe coft we were educated. 
I was always the favourite of my miftrefs ; fhe ufed 
to call me to read and ihow my copy-book to all 
firangers, who never difmifled me without com« 
mendation, and very feldom without a ihilling. 

At laft the chief of our fubfcribers, having pafled 
a winter in London^ came down full of an opinion new 
and ftrange to the whole country. She held it littk 
lefs than criminal to teach poor girls to read and 
write.. They wbo are bom to poverty, ihe faid, are 
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boni^. to ignorance, and ^iil work the liardtt* the lefir 
they know. She told her friends, that London waff 
ki ccbfiifioii by the infolence of fervants y that 
icarcely a wench was to be got for all tt/orky fince 
ediicat&n had made fu^h numbers of fine ladies, that 
noixidy wonld now accept a lower title than that of 
a vaiting:«E|aid^ or fomething that might qualify her 
to^weay Isked flioes- and long ruffles, and to fit ai 
mrk in* the parlour window. But fhe was refolved, 
fer her fitrt, to fpoil no fnore girls ; thbfe, who were 
to live by thdr handi, ikbnld neither read nor write 
oat of hM pocket; di^ world was bad enotrgh zU 
t»dy, land ihe woultf have no part in making it 
wwfe, • 

She was for a ih6rt titne warmly oppofed ; but fha 
perfevered in her notions, and withdrew her fubfcrip^ 
tion* Ffew Men wirhotfta dcfire of Convifliion to 
thofe who advife th^nl^to^ (Jiare then- money. Her 
acMipU >aiid her arguments gained ground daily ;^ 
md in \4h than a year'the whole partih was con^ 
vinced, that the nation would be ruined, if the 
childven of the poor weve taught to read and write. 

Our icfaool was now dlifdlved: my miftrefs kifled 
me wh^* we parted,- soid^ tbld me, that, being old 
arid hel^eft, fte Could not affift m^ ; advifiid me to 
fi^k a fervide; andf ctetr^d^iixe not to forget what 1 
had learned. 

My reputation for fehokHhip, w4iich had hhherto 
recommended me to leArcKsr, was, by the adherents 
to the new opinion, confidered as a crime} and^ 
when I offered myfdf toany ihiftrefs, I had no other 
anAver than, Sure^ tMdf you vfQiHd^mt v^ki bard 

H3 wQrk 
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v^ork is riot jit for a pen-wman ; a fcnAKng^brufB 
WQuld /poll your hand J child! 

I could not live at home; and while I was 
confidering to what I (hould betake me, one of die 
girls, who bad gone from our fcbooi to Lmdm^ 
came down in a filk gown^ and told her acquaint* 
ance how well fhe Uved^ what fine thii^ (hie.faw, 
and what great wages iha received; I. refioked^ 
to try my fortune, and took i my pa&ge. in idie 
next week's waggon to Lfirukn* I had .no ffioBafci 
laid for me at my arrival, but caibe fafe to a 
filler of my miftrds, who undertook to I get me 
a place. She knew only the £aii9ilie9 of ^rnean 
tradefmen ; and I, having no high opinion of my 
ipwn qualifications^.^ was willing to accept tbct firft 
offer. 

My firft^miftrefs was vn/k of a wotking watehir 
maker, who earned more than was (uf&^ent to 
keep his family in decency and pl^ty^.but it was 
their conftant prance to hire a chaife o% Sunday^ 
and fpend half the wages of the week on Rkbnumd 
Hill; of Monday he commonly lay half in bed^ and 
f|>ent the other half in merriment; Xv^/4^X ^^^ 
Wednefday confumed the reft of his mon^; ^and 
three dayis every week .wer^ pail^ in extremity of 
want by us who were I^ft at bQme» while my mat 
ter lived on truft at an alehoufe. Tpu may be 
fure, that of the fuSeters the maid fuffered moitj 
and I left them» after ihree months, rather than be 
ftarved. 

I ivas then maid to a batter's wife. There was 
1X0 want to be drfaded, for they lived i» perpetual 
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laxury. My miftrefs was a diligent woipan, and 
rofe early in the mornings to fet the joarheymen toi 
work ; my matter was a man much beloved by hiij 
neighbours^ and fat at one club or other every 
night. I was obliged to wait on my mafter at 
nighty and on my ihiftreft in the morning; He fd.. 
dom came home before two, and ihe rofe^at five. I 
could no more live without ileep than without food, 
and tiierefore entreated them to look out for another 
fervant. 

My next removal was to a linen-draper's^ yxho 
had fix children. My miilrefs, when I firft en- 
tered the houfe, infiMrmed.me, that I muft never 
contradi£^ the children, nor fuffer them to cry. I 
bad no defire to offend, and readily promifed to 
do my beft. But when I gave them their break- 
£ift, I could not help all firft ; when I was playing 
with one in my lap, I was forced to keep the reft 
in expeQation« That which was not gratified al- 
ways refented. the injury with a loud outcry, which 
put my miftrefs in a fury at me, and procured fugar* 
plums to the child. I could not keep fix children 
quiet, who were bribed to be clamorous; and was 
Uierefore difmified, as a girl honeft, but not good- 
patured. 

I then lived with a couple that kept a petty (hop 
of remnants and cheap linen. I was qualified to 
make a bill, or keep a book ; and being therefore 
often called, at a bufy time, to ferve the cuftomers, 
expelled that I (ho.uld now be happy, in propor^^ 
lion as I was ufefuL But my miftrefs appropriated 
every day part of the profit to fome private ufe, 

P 4 and, 
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:|nd, a$ Ihff grew bjolder ia her thefts, at \^ dfi? 
duffced fuch fumsy th^t my mafter began to woxu 
der how he fold {q qiupb, agd gaiiied fo ^ttle. She 
pretended to ^i&(l ii^is . i^qi^iriec^ 9fid b%^« very 
gravely, to ftcf^e th^st Betty, ivfls b^n/ej^ qn4yet,t^fi 
J^flfP ^/>/f i<*?f ^ aft to ,h iig¥'^^^^4* You wU lj?r 
|ieve that I #1 c^ fiay Ui^e n>j^ch Iqagq*. 

Thft. reft oi: my ftory I yt\\\ te^l yov ip, s^t^^af 
lettei:; aj;id qx^y^ beg to be informed, ia fop^^jpagcf^ 
for which of my places, except perhaps the^ |ai^, I 
va^ (^<jualified by my ikiU ia r^dj^ apd wnti^g ? 
1 am, SIR, 

Your v4ry luimble fataAt^ 
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N0MB. 27. &ATFBDAY, OBober 21, 1758; 

- * »* 

TT has been the endeavour of all thofe whom 
the ^orld has reverenced for fuperior wifdom^ 
to perfuade man to be acquainted with himfelf^ 
to learn his own powers and his own weaknefs, 
to 'ob&rve ^y what evils h^ is mofl: dangerduil^ 
befet, ani by what temptations n^oft eafily over, 
come. 

This counfePhas been often given with ferioui 
dignity, and often received with appearance of 
convidion j but, as very few can fearch deep into 
their own minds without meeting what they wi(h 
to hide from themfelves, fcarcely any man per- 
fiRs in cultivating fuch difagreeable acquaintance, 
but draws th^ veil agsun between his eyes and 
bis heart, leaves his pafCons and appetites as he 
foundl them, and advifes others to look into them- 
felves* 

This is the common refult of inquiry even 
among thofe that endeavour to grow wifer or bet- 
ter: but this endeavour is far enough from fre- 
quency; the greater part of the multitudes that 
fwarni upon the earth have never been difturbed 
by fuch uneafy curiofity, but deliver themfelves 
uptobufinefs or to pleafure, plunge into the cur- 
rent of life, whether placid or turbulent, and pafs 
on from one point or profpe£t to another, attentive 
rather to any thing than the ilate of their minds ; 

a fatisfied. 
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fatisficd, at an ear;pratc, with an opinion, that they 
are no worfe than others, that every man muft mind 
his own intereft, or that their pleafures hurt only 
themfelves^ and are therefore no proper fubjeds of 
cenfure. 

Some, however, there are, whom the intrufion 
of fcruples, the recdHeflion of better notions^ or 
(he latent reprehenfion of good examples, will 
hot fuffer to live entirely contented with their 
bwQ condud; thefe are forced to pacify the mu- 
tiny of reafon with &ir promifes, and quiet their 
thoughts with defigns of calling all their anions to 
review, and planning a new fcbeme for the time to 
come. 

There is nothing which we eftimate fo fallaci* 
Dufly as the force of our own refolutions, nor any 
iFallacy which we fo imwillingly and tardily dete^. 
He that has refolved a thoufand times, and a thou* 
fand times deferted his own purpofe,^ yet fuffers no 
abatement of his confidence, but ftill believes him* 
felf bis own mafter ; and able, by innate vigour of 
foul, to prefs forw4rd to his end, through all the 
obftru£tions that inconveni^nd^ or deUghts can put 
in his way. 

That this miftake (bould prevail fpr a time, is 
¥ery natural. When convi^on is prefent, and 
temptation out of fight, we do not eafily conceive 
how any reafonable being can deviate from his true 
iniereft* What ought to be done while it yet hangs 
only in fpeculation, is fo plain and certain, that 
there is no place for doubt; the whole foul yields 
itfelf to the predominance of truth, and readily de* 
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lermmes to do vhat^ when the rime of a£Hon comes^ 
will be at laft omitt^. 

I bctieve moft moi may review all the lives that 
have pttSfed within their obfervation, withput re^ 
membering one efficacious refolution, or being able 
to tell a fingle inftance of a courfe of pradice fud« 
denly changed in confequence of a change of opi« 
nion, or an edablUhment of determination. Many 
indeed alter their copdud^ and are not at fifty what 
they^ereat thirty ; but they commonly varied im- 
perceptibly from themfelveSfl, followed the train of/ 
external caufes^ and rather fu^ered r^ormation thaii 
made it. 

It is not uncommon to charge the difference be^ 
tween promife and performance, between profeflion 
and reaUty, upon deep defign and ftudied deceit } 
but thp truth is, that there is very little hypocrify 
in the world; we do not fo often endeavour or 
mtti to impofe on others as on ourfelves; we re- 
fojve to do right, we hope to keep our refolutions^ 
we declare them to confirm our own hope, and 
fix our own inconftancy by calling witnefles of 
our a£kions; but at laft habit prevails, and thofe 
whom we invited to our triumph, laugh at our 
defisat; 

Cuftom is commonly too ftrong for the moft refo* 
lute- refolver, though furniflied for the affault with 
all the weapons of philofophy. " He that endea« 
" vours to free himfelf from an ill habit," lays 
Bacon J *' muft not change too much at a rime, left 
** he Ihould be difcouraged by difficulty; nor 
/* too little, for then he will make but flow ad- 
** vances/' This is a precept which may be ap. 
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plauded in a book, bat trfil' f$aim «bf'< ftiaU ih 
which every change will be found too* grdat or too 
little. Thofe who hare been able to cOMpet habit, 
are Hke thofe that are &bleit6 have fe^mieil £r^ 
the realms of PA^ .« * 

J^ufiteTf afgue ardens cvexk ad ethcra virtus. 

They arc fttfficient w ^e \x(y^^ but not fecurity ; to 
axtmate the conteff , but' iwt to ptbinifer viSftory. 

Thofe who are in the power of evil' habfts mufl 
^nquer them as they can ; and conquered they muft 
be, or neither wifdom nor happinefs can be attained ; 
but Aofe who are not yet fabjeft to thdr influence 
may, by timely caution, preferve their freedom j 
they may effeftually refolve to efcape the tyrant, 
w]»om thty will very vjunly relblv? to conqvien - 
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l^vun.2Q.* Saturday, OSoberiB, 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

TT is very eafy for a man who fits idle at homci^ 
and lias nobody to pleafe but himfelf, to ridicule 
or to qcnfure the common pradkices of mankind;^ 
and thofe who have no prefent temptation to break 
the rulesr of propriety, may applaud his judgment, 
and join in his merriment ; but let the author cm: hi^ 
readers mingle with common life, they will find 
themfelves irrefiftibly borne away by the ftrcam o£ 
cuftom, and muft fubmit, after they have laughed 
at others, to give others the fame opportunity of 
hughing at them. 

There is no paper publiflied by the Idler which I 
, have read with more approbation, than that which 
cenfures the praftice of recording vulgar marriagea 
in the newfpaper$. I carried it about ii^ my 
pocket, and read it to all thofe whom I fufpedled 
of having publiflied their nuptials, or of bdng 
inclined to publilh them, and fent tranfcripts of 
it tQ all the covples that tranfgreffed your precepts 
for the next fortnight* I hoped that they were all 
vexed, and pleafed myfelf with imagining their 
mifcry. 

But ihort is^ the triumph of malignity. I was 
married lait week to MIfs Mohair^ the daughter 
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of a faleftnan; and, at my firft appearance after 
the wedding night| was aiked by my wife's mother 
whether I had fent our marriage to the Advertiferf 
I endeavoured to fiiew how unfit it wa^ to dencwd 
the attention of the publick to our domeltick af« 
fairs ; but fhe told Hie^ wkh great vehemence, 
** That (he would not have it thought to be a 
** ftolen match; that the blood of the Mohairs 
^ Ihould never be difgraced ; that her hufband 
^ had ferved all the parifh offices but one; that 
** (he had lived five-and-thirty years at the (amc 
•* houfe, had paid every body twenty fhillings m 
^ the pound, and would have me know, though 
^ ihe was not as fine and as flaunting as Mrs. 
•* Cinghamy the deputy^s wife, Ihe was not afhamed 
** to tell her name, and would fliew her fece with 
*• the befl of them, and fince I had married her 

^ daughter ^^ At this inftant entered my fa^ 

ther-in-law, a grave man, from whom I expeded 
fuccour; but, upon hearing the cafe, he told me,' 
•* That it would be very imprudent to raifs fuch 
•• an opportunity of advertifing my fhop j ana that 
** when notice was given of my marriage, many 
** of my wife's friends would think themfelves^ 
** obliged to be my cuftomers/' I was fubdued by 
clamour on one fide, and gravity on the other, and 
fhall be obliged to tell the town, that three days ag(y 
Timothy Mufhroom, an eminent oilman in Sea-CoaI« 
Lane, was married to Mijs Polly Mohair of Lothr 
hyxrjy a beautiful young lady^ with a large fortune. 

I am, S I R> &c 
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SIR, 
T AM the unfortunate wife of the grocer whofe 

letter you pubiifiied about ten weeks ago, m 
which he complains, like a forry fellow, that I loiter 
in the fliop with my needle-work in my hand, and 
that I oblige him to take me out on Sundays^ and 
keep a girl to look after the child. Sweet Mr. Idler^ 
if you did but know all, you would give no encou- 
ragement to fuch an unreafonable grumbler. I 
brought him three hundred pounds, which fist him 
up in a (hop, and bought in a flock, on which, with 
good management, we might liVe comfortably } but 
now I have given him a (hop, I am forced to watch 
him and the ihop too. I will tell you, Mr. Idler^ 
how it is. There is an alehoufe over the way with a 
ninepin alley, to which he is fure to run when I turn 
my back, and there lofes his money, for he plays at 
ninepins as be does every thing elfe. While he is 
at this favourite fport, he fets a dirty boy to watch 
Ms door, and call him to his cuftomers ; but he is 
long m coming, and fo rude when he comes, that 
cur cuftom falls off every day. 

Thofe who canpot govern themfelves, mud be 
governed. I have refolved to keep him for the fu- 
ture behind his counter, and let him bounce at his 
cuftomers if he dares. I cannot be above flairs and 
below at the fame dme, and have therefore taken a 
girl ta look after the child and drefst the dinner : 
and, after all, pray who is to blame ? 

On a Sunday^ it is true, I make him walk abroad^ 
ind fometimes carry the child; I wonder who fhoutd 
carry it ? But I never take him out till after church- 

time» 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



lis THE IDLER* N- a?. 

time, nor would do it then, but that, if he is left 
alone, he will be upon the bed. On z Sunday^ i£ 
he ftay^ at home, he haa fik tiieald^ and, ikrhen he caa 
eat no. longer, has twenty ftratagenis taefcape from 
me to the alehoufe ; but I commonly . keep the doof 
locked, till Monday produces fomething for htm to do« 
This is the true ftate of the cafe, and thefe are the 
provocatior.s for which he has written his letter to 
you. I hope you will write a paper to fliew, that, if 
a wife muft fpend her whole time in watching her 
huiband, (he cannot conveniently tend her child, or 
fit at her needle. 

lam, SIR, &c- 



SIR, 
npHERE IS in this town a fpecies of opprelSbs 
which the law has not hitherto prevented or 
redfeffed. 

I am a chairman. Tou know. Sir, we come when 
we are called, and arc expected to carry all who re- 
quire our afliftance. It is common for men of the 
mod unwieldy corpulence to crowd themfelves into a 
cliair, and demand to be carried for a (hilling as faf 
as an airy young lady whom we fcarcely feel upon 
our poles. Surely we ought to be paid like all other 
mortals in proportion to our labour. Engines (hould 
be "fixed itt proper plac& to weigh chairs as they' 
weigh waggon's «, and thofe, whom eafe and plenty 
hfive ipadq unable to cany themfelves, (hould give 
part of their fuperfluities* to thofe who carry them* 

Iam<SIR, &p.; _ J 
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i^uMB. 29- Saturday, November ^^ 1758. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

T Have often obferved, that friends are loft by> 
-*• difcontinuance of intercourfe Without any offence 
on either part, and have long known that it is more 
dangerous to be forgotten than to be blamed j I 
therefore make hafte to fend you the reft of my ftory^ 
left, by the delay of another fortnight, the name of 
Betty Broom might be no longer remembered by you 
or your readers. 

Having left the laft place in hafte to avoid the 
charge or the fufpicion of theft, I had not fecured 
another fervice, and was forced to take a lodging in 
a back ftreet. I had now got good clothes. The 
woman who lived in the garret oppofite to mine was 
very officious, and offered to take care of my room 
and clean it, while I went round to my acquaintance 
to inquire for a miftrefs. 1 knew not why (he wai 
fo kmd, nor how I could recompenfe her ; but in a 
few days I mifled fome of my linen, went to another 
lodging, and refolved not to have another friend in 
t:he next garret. 

In fix weeks I became under^maid at the hpufe of 
a mercer in CornbiU^ whole fon was his apprentice* 
The young gentleman ufed to fit late at the tavetn^ 
without ti^e knowledge of his father ^ and 1 was or« 
dered by my miftrefs to let him in filently to his bed. 
. Vol. VII. I tttodcr 
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under the counter, and to be very careful to take 
away his candle. The hours which I was obliged to 
watch, whilft the reft of the family was in bed, I coa- 
fidered as fupernumerary, and, having no bufinefs 
affigned for them, thought myfelf at liberty to fpend 
them my own way : I kept myfelf awak^ wkh a 
book, and for fome time liked my ftate the better 
for this opportunity of reading. At laft, the upper- 
maid found my book, and Ihewed it to ray miftrels, 
who told me that wenches like me might fpend their 
time better ; that fhe never knew any of the readers 
that had good defigns in their heads ; that fhe could 
always find fomething elfe to do with her time,^ than 
to puzzle over books ; and did not like that fuch a 
fine lady fhould fit up for her young matter. 

This was the firft time that I found it thought criy 
jninal or dangerous to know how to read. I was dif- 
mifled decently, left I fhould tell tales, and had a 
fmall gratuity above my wages. 

I then lived with a gentlewoman of a fmall for- 
tune. This was the only happy part of my life. My 
miftrefs, for whom publick diverfions were too ex- 
penfive, fpent her time with books, and was pleafed 
to find a maid who could partake her amufements. 
I rofe early in the morning that I might have time 
in the afternoon to read or liften, and was fufiered to 
tell my opinion, or exprefs my delight. Thus fifteen 
months ftole away, in which I did not repine that I 
was bom to fervitude. But a burning fever feized 
my miftrefs, of whom I fhall fay no more, than that 
her fervant wept upon her grave. 

I had lived in a kind of luxury, which made me 
very unfit for another place ; and was rather too de^- 

licatc 
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licate for the converfation of a kitchen ; fo that when 
I was hired in the family of an Eaft India diredor, 
my behaviour was fo different, as they faid, from 
that of a common fervant, that they concluded me a 
gentlewoman in difguife, and turned me out in three 
weeks, on fufpicion of fome defign which they could 
not comprehend. 

I then fled for refuge to the other end of the town, 
where I hoped to find no obflru6Uon from my new 
accompliihments, and was hired under the houfe- 
keeper in a fplendid family. Here I was too wife foi^ 
the maids, and too nice for the footman ; yet I 
might have lived on without much uneafinefs, had 
not my miftrefs, the houfekeeper, who ufed to em- 
ploy me in buying neceffaries for the family, found 
a bill which I had made of one day's expence. I 
fuppofe it did not quite agree with her own bookt 
for fhe fiercely declared her refoluuon, that there 
ihould be no pen and ink in that kitchen but her 
own. 

She had the juftice, or the prudence, not to injure 
my reputation ; aad I was eafily admitted into an* 
other houfe in the neighbourhood, where my bufi^ 
nefs was to fweep the rooms and make the beds. 
Here I was for fome time the favourite of Mrs. 
Simper^ my lady's woman, who could not bear the 
vulgar girls, and was happy in the attendance of a 
young wpqian of fome education. Mrs. Simper Ipved 
a novel, though (he could no& read hard words, and 
therefore, when her lady was abroad, we always laid 
hold on her books. At lad, my abilities became fa 
much celebrated, that the hmife*fteward ufed to em« 
ploy me in keq)ing his accounts. Mrs. Simper thea 

1 2 found 
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found (Alt, that my faucinefs was grown to fuch a 
.height that nobody could endure it, and told my 
lady, that there never had been a room well fwept 
iincc Betty Broom came into the houfe. 

I was then hired by a confumptive lady, who 
wanted a maid that could r^ad and write. I attended 
her four years, and though (he was never pleafed, 
yet when I declared my refolution to leave her, (he 
burft into tears, and told me that I mu(t bear the 
peevi(hnefs of a fick bed, and I (hould find myfelf 
remembered in her will. I complied, and a codicil 
was added in my favour ; but in lefs than a week, 
when I fet her gruel before her, I laid the fpoon on 
the left fide, and (he threw her will into the fire. 
In two days (be made another, which (he burnt in 
the fame manner becaufe (he could not eat her 
chicken. A third was made, and deftroyed becaufe 
.(he heard a moufe within the wainfcot, and was fure 
•that i fliould fufFer her to be carried away alive. 
After this I was for fome time out of favour, but as 
lier illncfs grew upon her, refentment and fulknnefs 
gave way to kinder fentiments. She died, and left 
jne five hundred pounds; with this fortune I am 
going to fettle in my native parifl>, where I refolvc 
to (pend fome hours every day in teaching poor girls 
to read and write. 

lam, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Betty Broobc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



N"3o*: THE IDLER. n/ 



Numb. 30. Saturday, November 11, 1758% 



'X'HE defires of man increafe with his acquifi. 
dons; every ftep which he advances brings 
fomething within his view, which he did not fee be« 
fore, and which, as foon as he fees it, he begins to 
want. Where neceffity ends, curiofity begins ; and 
no fooner are we fupplied with every thing that na- 
ture can demand, than we fit down to contrive arti^^ 
fidal appetites. 

• By this reftleflhefs of mind, every populous and 
wealthy city is filled with innumerable employments, 
for which the greater part of mankind is without a 
name ; with artificers, whofe labour is exerted in 
producing fuch petty conveniencies, that many (hops 
are furnifhed with inftruments, of which the ufe can 
hardly be found without inquiry, but which he that 
once knows them quickly learns to number among 
neceffary things. 

Such is the diligence with which, in countries 
completely civilized, one part of mankind labours 
for another, that wants are fupplied fafter than they 
. can be formed, and the idle and luxurious find life 
ftagnate for want of fome defire to keep it in motion. 
This fpecies of diftrefs fumifhes a new fet of occu- 
pations ; and multitudes are bufied, from day to 
day, in finding the rich and the fortunate fomething 
to do. 

1 3 It 
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It IS very common to reproach thofe artifts as ufe- 
lefs, who produce only fuch fuperfluides as neither 
accommodate the body, nor improve the mind ; and 
of which no other eflfed can be imagined, than that 
they are the occafions of fpending money, and con- 
fuming time* 

But this cenfure will be mitigated, when it is 
feriouily coniidered, that money and time are the 
heavieft burdens of life, and that the unhappieft of 
all mortals are thofe who have more of either than 
they know how to ufe. To fet himfelf free from 
thefe incumbrances, one hurries to Newmarket ; an* 
other travels ovtr Europe / one pulls down his houfe 
and calls archite£ts about him ; another buys a feat in 
\the country, and follows his hounds over hedges and 
through rivers ; one makes colledions of (hells ; and 
another fearches the world for tulips and carnations. 

He is furely a publick benefaftor who finds em- 
ployment for thofe to whom it is thus difficult to 
find it for themfelves. It is true, that this is feldom 
done merely from generofity or compaflion ; almoft 
every man feeks his own advantage in helping others, 
and therefore it is too common for mercenary offici- 
oufnefs to confider rather what is grateful, than what 
is right. 

We all know that it is more profitable to be 
loved than edeemed; and minifters of pleafure will 
always be found, who ftudy to make themfelves ne- 
cefiary, and to fupplant thofe who are pradifing the 
fame arts. 

One of the amufements of idlenefs is reading with- 
out the fatigue of clofe attention, and the world 

therefore 
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therefore fwarms with writers whofe wMh is not to be 
ftudied, but to be read. 

No fpecies of literary men has lately been fo much 
multiplied as the writers of news. Not many 
years ago the nation was content with one gazette ; 
but now we have not only in the metropolis papers 
for every morning and every evening, but almoft 
every large town has its weekly hiftorian, who 
regularly circulates his periodical intelligence, and 
fills the villages of his di(lri£t with conjedures on 
the events of war, and with debates on the true in* 
tereft of Europe. 

To write news in its perfedion requires fuch a 
combination of qualities, that a man completely 
fitted for the taik is not always to be found. In Sir 
Henry Wottonh jocular definition. An anibajfador is 
faid to be a man of virtue fent abroad to tell lies for tb^ 
advantage of his country ; a news-writer is a man with^ 
out virtue^ who writes lies at home for his own profit. 
To thefe compofitions is required neither genius nor 
knowledge, neither induftry nor fprightlinefs ; but 
contempt of fhame and indifference to truth are ab- 
folutely neceflary. He who by a long familiarity 
with infamy has obtained thefe qualities, may con« 
fidently tell to-day what he intends to contradi& to- 
morrow; he may affirm fearlefsly what he knows 
that lie fhall be obliged to recant, and may write 
letters from Amfierdam or Drefden to himfelf. 

In a time of war the nation is always of one mind, 
eager to hear fomething good of themfelves and ill 
of the enemy. At this time the tafk of news* 
writers is eafy ; they have nothing to do but to tell 
that a battle is expected, and afterwards that a battle 

1 4 has 
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has bera fcMight, in which wc and our friends, whe# 
ther conquering or conquered, did all, and our ene* 
pie8 did nothing. 

Scarcely any thing a^vakens attention like a tale of 
^ruel|ty. The writer of new» never fails in the in* 
termiilion of a&ion to tell how the enemies murdered 
children and raviihed virgins ; and, if the fcene of 
adion be fomew^t diftant, fcalps half the inhabitants 
|)f a province. 

Among the calamities qf war may be juftly num^ 
bcred the diminution of the love of truth, by the 
falfehoods which intereft didates, and credulity en? 
courages. A peace will equally leave the warrior 
and relator of wars deftitute of employment ; and I 
know not whether more is to be dreaded from ftreets 
filled with foldiers accuftomed to plunder, or from 
garrets filled with fcribblers accuftomed to lie. 
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Numb. 31. Saturday, November 18, 1758. 

Tl^'ANY moralifts have remarked, that pride. 
^ "^ has of sdl human vices the wideft dominion, 
appears in the greateft mukiplicity of forms, and liea 
hid under the greateft variety of difguifes; of dif- 
guifes, which, like the moon's veil of brightnefs^ are 
both its lujire and its Jhade^ and betray it to others, 
though they hide it from ourfelves. 

It is n^t my intention to degrade pride from this 
pre-eminence of mifchief ; yet I know, not whether 
idlenefs may not maintain a very dt)ubtful and ob- 
(linate competition. 

There are fome that profefs idlenefs in its full 
dignity, who call themfelves the Idle^ as Bujiris in 
the play calls bimfelf th Proud ; who boaft that they 
do nothing, and thank their ftars that they have 
nothing to do j who fleep every night till they can 
fleep no longer, and rife only that exercife may en- 
able them to fleep again j who prolong the reign of 
darkneTs by double curtains, and never fee the fun 
but to tell him how they hate his beams ; whofe whole 
labour is to vary the pofture of indolence, and 
whofe day differs from their lught but as a couch or 
chair differs from a bed. 

Thefe are the true and open votaries of idlenefs, 
for whom ihe weaves the garlands of poppies, and 
into whofe cup flie pours the waters of oblivion j 
who cxiil in. a ftate of unruffled ftupidity, forgetting 

and 
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and forgotten ; who 'have long ceafed to live, and 
at whofe death the furvivors can only fay, that they 
have ceafed to breathe. 

But idlenefs predominates in many lives where it 
is not fufpeSedi for, being a vice which termi- 
nates in itfclf, it may be enjoyed without injury to 
others ; and it is therefore not watched like fraud, 
which endangers property; or like pride, which 
naturally feeks its gratifications in another's infe- 
riority. Idlenefs is a filent and peaceful quality, that 
neither raifes envy by oftentation, nor hatred by op- 
pofition ; and therefore nobody is bufy to cenfure or 
deteft it. 

As pride fometimes is hid under humility, idle- 
ncfs is often covered by turbulence arid hurry. He 
that neglects his known duty and real employment, 
naturally endeavours to crowd his mind with fome. 
thing that may bar out the remembrance of his own 
folly, and does any thing but what he ought to do 
with eager diligence, that he may keep himfelf in 
his own favour. 

Some are always in a ftate of preparation, occu- 
pied in previous meafures, forming plans, accumd- 
lating materials, and providing for the main affair. 
Thefe are certainly under the fecret power of idle- 
nefs. Nothing is to be expefted from the workman 
whofe tools are for ever to be fought. I was once 
told by a great mafter, that no man ever excelled in 
painting, who was eminently curious about pencils 
and colours. 

There are others to whom idlenefs diSates another 
expedient, by which life may be paffed unprofitably 
away without the tedioufnefs of many vacant hours. 

The 
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The art is, to fill the day with petty bufiners, to have 
always fomething in hand which may raife curiosity, 
but not folicitude, and keep the mind in a ftate of 
a£Hon, but not of labour. 

This art has for many years been praftifed by my 
old friend 5tf*^r with wonderful fuccefs, S^^^ is a man 
of ftrong defires and quick imagination, fo exa^ly 
balanced by the love of eafe, that they can feldom 
ftimulate him to any difficult undertaking ; they 
have, however, fo much power, that they will not 
fuffer him to lie quite at reft ; and though they do not 
make him fufficiently ufeful to others, they make him 
at leaft weary of himfelf. 

Mr. Sober*s chief pleafure is converfation : there 

Js no end of his talk or his attention; to fpcak or 

to hear h equally pleafmg ; for he ftill fancies that 

he is teaching or learning fomething, and is free for 

the time from his own reproaches. 

But there is one time at night when he muft go. 
home, that his friends may ileep ; and another time 
in the morning, when all the world agrees to fhut 
opt interruption. Thefe are the moments of which 
poor Sober trembles at the thought. But the mifery 
of thefe tirefome intervals he has many means of 
alleviating. He has perfuaded himfelf, that the 
manual arts are undefervedly overlooked ; he has ob- 
ferved in many trades the efFeds of clofe thought, 
and juft ratiocination. From fpeculation he pro- 
ceeded to praftice, and fupplied himfelf with the 
tools of a carpenter, with which he mended his coal- 
box very fuccefsfully, and which he ftill continues 
to employ, as he finds occafion. 

He 
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He has attempted at other times the crafts of 
ihoemaker, tinman, plumber, and potter ; in all 
thefe arts he has failed, and refolves to qualify him- 
felf for them by better information. But his daily 
amufement is chemiftry. He has a fmall furnace, 
which he employs in diAillation, and which has long 
been the folace of his life. He draws oils and wa- 
ters, and eifences and fpirits, which he knows to be 
of no ufe ; fits and counts the drops as they come 
from his retort, and forgets that, whilfl a drop is fall* 
ing, a moment flies away. 

Poor Sober / I have often teized him with reproof, 
and he has often promifed reformation ; for no man 
is fo much open to conviction as the Idler^ but there 
is none on whom it operates fo little. What will be 
the effect of this paper 1 know not ; perhaps he will 
read it and laugh, and light the fire in his furnace ; 
but my hope is, that he will quit his trifles, and be- 
take himfelf to rational and ufeful dilig.ence *• 

♦ In Mr. Solierj wc have many undoubted traits of D . John- 
fbn^s charader. No man was ever more fenfible of his own weak- 
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Numb. 32. Saturday, November 25, 1758» 

AMONG the innumerable mortifications that 
•^^ way-lay human arrogance on every fide, may 
well be reckoned our ignorance of the moil com- 
mon objeds and efFefts ; a defed of which we become 
more fenfible, by every attempt to fupply it. Vul- 
gar and ina£Uve minds confound familiarity with 
knowledge, and conceive themfelves informed of the 
whole nature of things when they are (hewn their 
form or told their ufe; but the fpeculatid, who is 
not content with fuperficial views, harafles himfelf 
with fruitlefs curiofity, and flill, as he inquires more, 
-perceives only that he knows lefs. 

Sleep is a ftate in which a great part of every life 
is paflfed. No animal has been yet difcovered, whofe 
exiftence is not varied with intervals of infenfibility ; 
and fome late philofophers have extended the empire 
of fleep over the vegetable world. 

Yet of this change, fo frequent, fo great, fo gene- 
ral, and fo neceifary, no fearcher has yet found either 
the efSdent or final caufe ; or can tell by what power 
the mind and body are thus chained down in irre* 
fiftible ftupefaftion; or what benefits the animal 
receives from this alternate fufpenfion of its aftive 
powers. 

Whatever may be the multiplicity or contrariety 
of opinions upon this fubje£l» nature has taken fuf« 
ficient care that theory (hall have little influence on 
pradice. The molt diligent inquirer is not able 

2 long 
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long to keep his eyes open ; the mod eager difputant 
mil b^m about mtdnigfat to defert his argument f 
and, once in four-and-twenty hours, the gay and die 
gloomy, the ^ty and the dull, the clamorous and 
the filent, the bufy and the idle, are all overpowered 
by the gentk tyrant, and all lie down in the equality 
of fleep. 

Philofophy has often attempted to reprefs info? 
lence, by afferting, that all conditions are levelled 
by death ; a pofition which, however it may deje^ 
the happy, will feldom afford much comfort to the 
wretched. It is far more pleafing to confider, that 
fleep is equally a leveller with death ; that the time 
is never at a great diftance, when the balm of reft 
Ihall be diffufed alike upon every head, when thedi- 
verfities of life fhall flop their operation, and the 
high and the low fliall lie down together. 

It is foraewhere recorded of Alexander ^ that in the 
pride of conquefts, and intoxication of flattery, he 
declared that he only perceived himfelf to be a man 
by the necefllty of fleep. Whether he confidered 
fleep as neceflary to his mind or body, it was indeed 
a fufiidcnt evidence of human infirmity ; the body 
which required fuch frequency of renovation, gave 
but fednt promifes of immortality; and the mind 
which, from time to time, funk gladly into infenfi!. 
bility, had made no very near approaches to the fe- 
Bdty of the fupreme and felf-fufiicient nature. 

I know not what can tend more to reprefs all the 
paflions that difl:urb the peace of the world, than the 
confideration that there is no height of happinefs or 
honour from which man does not eagerly defcend 
to a ftate of unconfcious repofe ; that the befl; con. 
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dkimi of fife is fuch, that ve contentedly quit it« 
good to be dlfentangfed from ks «nb; liet, in a 
few hows^ IpleDdor £ides before the eye^ and praife 
itieif deadens in the ear ; the fenfes withdraw from 
their obje£ls, and reafon favours the retreat* 

What then are the hopes and profpefts of coveN 
oufnefs, amfattbn, and rapacity? Let htm that de« 
fires mod have ail his defires gratified, he never ihall 
attain a ftate which he can, for a day and a nighty 
contemplate with fatisfiaidion, or from which, if he 
had the power of perpetual vigilance, he would not 
long for periodical reparations. 

All envy would be extinguiihed, if it were uni« 
verfally known that there are none to be envied, and 
furely none can be much envied who are not pleafed 
with themfelves. There is reafon to fufped, that 
the diftindions of mankind have more fhew than 
value, ,when it is found that all agree to be weary 
alike of pleafures and of cares ; that the powerful 
and the weak, the celebrated and obfcure, join in 
one common wi(h, and implore from nature's hand 
the nedlar of oblivion. 

Such is our defire of abftra£tion from ourfelves, 
that very few are fatisiied with the quantity of flu* 
pe&£tion which the needs of the body force upon 
the mind* Alexander himfelf added intemperance 
to fleep, and folaqed with the fumes of wine the fo-* 
vereignty of the world ; and almoft every man has 
fome art by which he fleals his thoughts away from 
bis prefent (late. 

It is not much of life that is fpent in clofe atten* 
tion to any important duty. Many hours of every 
day are fuffered to fly away without any traces left 
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tipon the intelleds* We fuffer phantoms to rife up 
before us, and amufe ourfelves with the dance of 
airy images, which, after a time, we dilmiis for ever^ 
and know not how we have been bufied. 

Many have no happier moments than thofe that 
they pais in folitude, abandoned to their own imagi- 
nation, which fometimes puts fceptres in their hands 
or mitres on their heads, fiiifts the fcene of pleafure 
with endlefs variety, bids all the forms of beauty 
fparkle before them, and gluts them with every 
change of viiionary luxury* 

It is eafy in thefe femi-flumbers to colled all the 
poffibiiities of happinefs, to alter the courfe of the 
fun, to bring back the paft, and anticipate the future^ 
to unite all the beauties of all feafons, and all the 
bleflings of all climates, to receive and beftow feli- 
city, and forget that mifery is the lot of man. All 
this is a voluntary dream, ia temporary receflion from 
the realities of life to airy fidions ; and habitual futv 
jeftion of reafon«to fancy. 

Others are afraid to be alone, and amuie them-» 
felves by a perpetual fucceiEon of companions : but 
the difference is not great ; in folitude we have our 
dreams to ourfelves, and in company we agree to 
dream in concert. The end fought in both is for^ 
getfulnefs of ourfelves. 
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Numb. 33. Sati/roay^ December 2^ 1758. 

p hope the author of the following Letter ♦ will ex« 
cufe the omifTion of fome parts, and allow me to 
remark, that the Journal of the Citizen in the 
SpeSlator has almofl precluded the attempt of any 
future writer.] 



Non ha RottmU 



Prafcrlptumj ^ intorifi Catonti 

Aufpidis, vetertmque norm4» HoR. 

SIR, 
ILrOU have often folicited correfpondencc. 1 

have fent you the Journal of a Senior Fellow^ 
or Genuine Idler ^ juft tranfmitted from Cambridge by 
a facetious correfpondent, and warranted to have 
been tranfcribed from the common-place book of 
the joumalift. 

Monddy^ Nine ff Clock. Turned off my bed-maker 
for waking me at eight. Weather rainy. Con- 
fulted my weather-glafs. No hopes of a ride be« 
fore dinner* 

Ditto^ Ten* After breakfaft, tranfcribed half a 
fermon from Dr. Hickman. N. B. Never to tran« 
fcribe any more from Calamy ; Mrs* Pilcocksy at my 
curacy, hsrving one volume of. that author lying in 
her parlour-wiadow4 

* Mr. Thomas WartoA. 
Vol. VIL K Ditto, 
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DittOj Eleven. Went down into my cellar. Mem. 
Ifly Mountain will be fit to drink in a month's time. 
JV. B. To remove the five-year-old port into the new 
bin on the left hahd. 

Ditto, Twelve. Mended a pen. Looked at my 
Veathcr-glafs again. Quickfflver very low. Shaved. 
Barber's hand fhakes; 

Ditto^ One. Dined alone in my robftx on a foal. 
ffk B^ The (hrimp-fauce not fo good as Mr. if. of 
Peterhoufe and I ufed to eat in London laft winter 
at the Mitre in Fleet-Jireet. Sat down to a pint of 
Madeira. Mr. H. furprifed me over it. We finifhed 
two bottles of port together, and were very cheerful. 
Mm. To dine with Mr. H. at Peterhoufe next Wed- 
nefday. One of the diflies a leg of pork and peafe, 
by my defire. 

jD///d, Six. Newfpaper in the Common-room^ 

Ditto^ Seven* Returned to my room. Made a 
tiff of warm punch, and to bed before nine ; did 
not fall afleep till ten, a young fellow-commoner 
being very noify over my head. 

Tuefdayj Nine. Rofe fqueamifli. A fine morn- 
ing. Weather-glafs very high. 

- Ditto, Ten. Ordered my horfe, and rode to the 
five-mile ilone on the Newmarket road. Appetite 
gets better. A pack of hounds, in full cry, croffed 
the road, and ftartled my horfe. 

- Ditto, Twelve^ Dreft. Found a letter on my table 
to be in London the 19th inft. Befpoke a new wig. 

« Ditto, One. At dinner in the halt Too much 
water in the foup. Dr. Dry always orders the beef 
to be falted too much for me. 

Ditto^ 
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Z>/V/p, Two. In the comition-room. Dr. Dry 
gave us an inftance of a gentleman who kept the 
gout out of his ftomach by drinking old Madeira. 
Converfation chiefly on the expeditions. Company 
broke up at four. Dr. Dry and myfelf played at 
back-gammon for a brace of fnipes. Won* 

Ditto J Five. At the coffee-houfe. Met Mr. i/. 
there. Could not get a fight of the Monitor. 

Ditto J Seven. Returned home, and ftirred my fire* 
Went to the common toom, and fupped oti the fnipeS 
with Dr. Dry. 

Ditto, Eight. Began the evening m the common- 
room. Dr. Dry told feveral ftories. Were very 
merry. OUr new fellow, that ftudies pbyfick, very 
talkative toward twelve. Pretends he will bring the 
youngeft Mifs — to drink tea with me foon. Irri* 
pertinent blockhead ! 

Wednefday, tiine. Alarmed with a pain in my 
ancle. ^ The gout ? Fear 1 can't dine at Peter* 
houfey but I hope a ride will fet all to rights, Wea- 
ther-glafs below fair. 

Ditto, Ten. Minted my horfe, though the wea* 
ther fufpicious* Pain in my ancle entirely gone. 
Caught in a Ihower coming back. Convinced that 
my weather-glafs is the bed in Cambridge. 

Ditto, Twelve. Dreft. Sauntered up to the EJh* 
mongers' '\vi\\. Met Mr. H. and went with him to 
Peterhoufe. Cook made us wait thirty-fix minutes 
beyond the time. The company^ fome of my Ema* 
nuel friends. For dinner,^a pair of foals, a leg of 
pork and peafe, among other things* Mem. Peafe« 
pudding not boiled enough. Cook reprimanded, and 
io^pncjed in my prefencf • 

Ka - Ditto^ 
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. Ditto^ after Dinner. Pain m lAy anck returns* 
Dull all the afternoon. Rallied for being no com* 
pany. Mr. jf/s account of the accommodations on 

the road in his Bath journey. 

Ditto^ Six. Got into fpirits. Never was more 
chatty. We fat late at whifL kr. H. and fdf 
agreed at parting to take a gentle ride, and dine at 
the old houfe on the London road to-morrow. 

Thur/day^ Nine. My fwnpftrefs. She has loft the 
meafure of my wrift. Forced to be meafured again. 
The baggage has got a trick of fmiling. 

DittOj Ten to Eleven. Made fome rappee-fnuff. 
Read the magazines. Received a prefent of picklea 
from Mifs Pilcocks* Mem, To fend in return fome 
collared eel^ which I know both the old lady and 
mifs are fond of. 

Ditto^ Eleven. Glafs very high. Mounted at the 
gate wiih Mr. H. Horfe ftittifh, and wants exer- 
cife. Arrive at the old houfe. All the provifions 
befpoke by fome rakifh fellow-commoner in the next 
room, who had been on a fcheme to Newmarket. 
Could get nothing but mutton-chops off the worft 
end. Port very new. Agree to try fome other 
feoufe to-morrow. 

Here the Journal breaks off; for the next morn- 
ing, as my friend informs me, our genial academick 
Was waked with a fevere fit of the gout ; and, at 
prefent, enjoys all the dignity of that difeafe. But 
I believe we have loft nothing by this interruption: 
fmce a continuation of the remainder of the Jour- 
tial, through the remainder of the week, would raoft 
probably have exhibited nothing more than a re- 

1 " peated 



Digitized by 



Google 



•N*33- THE IDLER. 133 

peated i^tiiticm of the lame circumftances of idling 
and luxury. 

I hope it will not be conclucle49 from this fpeci- 
men of academick life, that I have attempted to 
deciy our univerfities. If literature is not the ef- 
-iential requifite of the modem academick, I am yet 
perfuaded, that Cambridge and Osford^ however de- 
generated, furpafs the fafliionable academies of our 
.metropolis, and the gymnajia of foreign countries. 
The number of learned perfons in thefe celebrated 
feats is ftill confiderable, and more conveniencies 
^nd opportuDii^s for ftudy ftill fubfift in them, than 
in any other place. There is at leaft one very power- 
ful incentive to learning ; I mean the Genius of the 
place. It is a fort of infpiring deity, which every 
youth oi quick fenfibility and ingenious difpofition 
creates to himfelf, by reflefting, that he is placed 
under thofe venerable walls, where a Hooker and a 
Hammond, a Bacon and a Newton, once purfiied 
the fame courfe of fcience, and from whence they 
foared to the moft elevated heights of literary fame. 
This is that inciteijient which Ttdly^ according to his 
own teftimony, experienced at Athens^ when he con- 
templated the porticos where Socrates fat, and the 
laurel-groves where Plato difputed. But there are 
other circumftances, and of the higheft importance, 
which render our colleges fuperior to all other places 
of education. Their inftitutions, although fomewhat 
fallen from their primaeval (implicity, are fuch as in- 
fluence, ill a particular manner, the moral conduft of 
their youth ; and, in this general depravity of man- 
ners and laxity of principles, pure religion is no- 
where more ftrongly inculcated. The academies^ as 
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they are prefomptuoully ftyled, are too low to be 
mentioned ; and foreign feminaries are likely to pre- 
judice the unwary mind with CalYinifisi. But Eng* 
lijh univerfides render their (Indents virtuous, at leaft 
by excluding all opportunities of vice; and, by 
teaching them the principles of the Church of Eng* 
land J confirm them in thofe of true Chriftianity. 



Numb. 34. Saturday, December 9^ 1758. 



npO illuftrate one thing by its refemblance to 
another, has been always the mofl: popular 
and efficacious art of inftrudion. There is indeed 
jio other method of teaching that of which any one is 
ignorant, but by means of fomething already known ; 
and, a mind fo enlarged by contemplation and in- 
quiry, that it has always many objects within its 
view, will feldom be long without fome near and 
familiar image through which an eafy tranfition may 
be made to truths more diftant and obfcure. 

Of the parallels which have been drawn by wit 
and curiofity, fome are literal and real, as between 
poetry and painting, two arts which purfue the fame 
end, by the operation of the fame mental faculties, 
and which differ only as the one reprefents things by 
marks permanent and natural," the other by figns ac- 
cidental and arbitrary. The one, therefore, is more 
eafily and generally underftood, fince fimilitude of 
form is immediately perceived j the other is capable 

of 
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of conveying more ideas, for men have thought and 
fpoken of many things which they do not fee. 

Other parallels are fortuitous and fanciful, yet 
thefe have fometimes been extended to many parti- 
culars of refemblance by a lucky concurrence of 
diligence and chance. The animal body is com- 
pofed of many members, united under the direftion 
of one mind ; any number of individuals, connefted , 
for fome common purpofe, is therefore called a 
body. From this participation of the Tame appella- 
tion arofe the comparifon of the body natural and 
body politick, of which, how far foever it has been 
deduced, no end has hitherto been found. 

In thefe imaginary fimilitudes, the fame word is 
ufed at once in its primitive and metaphorical fenfe. 
Thus health, afcribed to the body natural, is oppofed 
to ficknefs ; but, attributed to the body politick, ftands 
as contrary to adverfity. Thefe parallels therefore 
have more of genius, but lefs of truth ; they often 
pleafe, but they never convince. 

Of this kind is a curious fpeculation frequently in-^ 
dulged by a philofopher of my acquaintance, who had 
difcovered, that the qualities requifite ta converfation 
are very exaftly reprefented by a bowl of punch. 

Punch, fays this profound inveftlgator, is a liquor 
compounded of fpirit and acid juices, fugar and wai- 
ter. The fpirit, volatile and fiery, is the proper em- 
blem of vivacity and wit ; the acidity of the lemon 
will very aptly figure pungency of raillery, and acri- 
mony of cenfure ; fugar is the natural reprefentative 
of lufcious adulation and gentle complaifance ; and 
water is the proper hieroglyphick of eafy prattle, in- 
nocent and taftelefs. 
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Spirit alone is too poweiful for ufe. It wiU pm- 
duce madnefs rather than merriment ; aod, inftead of 
quenching thirft, will inflame the blood. Thus wit, 
too copioufly poured out, agitates the hearer with emo- 
tions rather violent than pleafmg ; every one (hrinks 
from the force of its oppreifion, the company fits 
entranced and overpowered i all are aftoniflied, but 
jiobody is pleafed. 

The acid juices give this genial liquor all its power 
of ftimulating the palate. Converfation would be- 
come dull and vapid, if negligence were not fomc- 
times rouied, and fluggifhnefs quickened, by due 
feverity of reprehenfion. But acids unmixed will dif- 
tort the face and torture the palate ; and he that has 
no other qualities than penetration and afperity, he 
whofe conftant employment is dete^on and cenfure, 
who looks only to find faults, and fpeaks only to 
punifli them, will foon be dreaded, hated, and avoided. 
The tafte of fugar is generally pleafing, but it 
cannot long be eaten by itfelf. Thus meeknefs and 
courtefy will always recommend the firft addrefs, but 
foon pall and naufeate, unlefs they are aflbciated with 
more fprightly qualities. The chief ufe of fugar is 
to temper the tafte of other fubftances ; and foftnefe 
of behaviour in the fame manner mitigates the rough* 
nefs of contradiaion, and allays the bitternefs of un^ 
welcome truth. 

Water is the univerfal vehicle by which are con- 
veyed the particles neceflary to fuftenancc and growth, 
by which third is quenched, and all the wants of life 
and nature are fuppHed. Thus all the bufinefs of 
the world is tranfafl:ed by artiefs and eafy talk, nei- 
ther fubliraed by fancy, nor difcoloured by affefta- 
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tion, without either the harfhnefs of fatire, or the 
lufcioufnefs of flattery. By this limpid vein of lan- 
guage, curiofity is gratified, and all <the knowledge 
is conveyed which one man is required to impart for 
the fafety or convenience of another. Water is the 
only ingredient in punx^ which can be ufed alone, 
and with which man is content till fancy has framed 
an artificial want. Thus, while we only defire to 
have our ignorance informed, we are moft delighted 
vifiih the ptaineft diction ; and it is only in the mo- 
oients of idknefs or pride, that we call for the gia« 
tificatioRs <rf wit or flattery. 

He only will pieafe long, who, by tempering the 
acidity of fatire with the fugar of civility, and allaying 
the heat of wit with the frigidity of humble ckat, 
can make the true punch of conveHation ; and, as 
that pi^nch can be drank m the greateft quantity 
which h?is the largeft proportion of water^ fo that 
pomp^mm will be ofteneft wdcome, whofe talk 
flows out with inoffenfive coptoufoefs^ and tuienvied 
fof^idity. 
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Numb. 35. Saturday, December I6, 1758. 

To /A^ Idler. 

Mr. Idler, 
TF it be difficult to perfuade the idle to be bufy, 
it is likewife, as experience has taught me, not 
eafy to convince the bufy that it is better to be idle. 
When you (hall defpair of ftimulating fluggiflinefs 
to motion, I hope you will turn your thoughts to- 
wards the means of ftilling the buftle of pernicious 
adivity. 

- I am the unfortunate hufband of a buyer of bar* 
gains. My wife has fomewhere heard, that a good 
houfewife never has any thing to purchafe when it is 
wanted. This maxim is often in her mouth, and 
always in her head. She is not one of thofe philo- 
fophical talkers that fpeculate without praftice ; and 
learn fentences of wifdom only to repeat them ; (lie 
is always making additions to her ftores ; Ihe never 
looks into a broker's (hop, but (he fpies fomething 
that may be wanted fome time ; and it is impoffible 
to make her pafs the door of a houfe where Ihe hears 
goods felling by auilion. 

Whatever Ihe thinks cheap, (he holds it the duty 
of an oeconomift to buy ; in confequence of this 
maxim, we are encumbered on every fide with ufe- 
lefs lumber. The fervaiits can fcarcely creep to 
their beds through the chefts and boxes that fur- 
round them. The carpenter is employed once a 
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week ia building clolets, fixing cupboards^ an4 
faftening fhelves ; and my houfe has the appearance 
pf a Ihip ftored for a voyage to the colonies* 

I had often obferved that advertifements fet her 
on fire ; and therefore, pretending to emulate her 
laudable frugality, I forbade the newfpaper to be 
taken any longer ; but my precaution is vain ; I 
know not by what fatality, or by what confederacy, 
every catalogue of gentdne furniture comes to her 
hand j every advertifement of a newfpaper newly 
opened is in her pocket-book; and fhe knows be- 
fore any of her neighbours when the ftock of any 
man leaving cff trade is tq be Jold cheap for ready 
jmoney. 

Si^ch intelligence is to my dear-one the Syren's 
fong. No engagement, no duty, no intereft, cant 
withhold her from a fale, from which fhe always re- 
turns congratulating herfelf upon her dexterity at 9 
bargain ; the porter lays down his burden in the 
hall; fhe difplays her new acquifitions, and fpends 
the reft of the day in contriving where they ihali be 
put- 
As fhe cannot bear to have any thing uncomplete, 
one purchafe neceffitates another; fhe has twenty 
feather-beds more than fhe can ufe, and a late fale 
has fupplied her with a proportionable number of 
Whitney blankets, a large roll of linen for fheets, 
and five quilts for every bed, which fhe bought be- 
cauffi the feller told her, that if fhe would clear his 
hands he would let her have a bargain. 

Thus by hourly encroachments my habitation is 
made narrower and narrower ; the dining-room is fo 
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crowded with tables, that dmner fcarccly can befenred ; 
tite parlour is decorated with fo many piles of cfaina, 
that I dare not ftep within the door ; at every turn 
of the flairs I have a clock, and half the windows of 
the upper floors are darkened, that (heWes mayb^ 
ftt before them. 

This, however, might be borne, if flie #ouH 
gratify her own inclinations without oppofing mine* 
But I who am idk am luxurious, and Sttt condemns 
me to live upon fait provifion. She knows the Idk 
of buying in finall quantities, we have, therefore, 
whole hogs and quarters of oxen. Part of our meat 
Is tainted before it k eaten, and part is thrown 
away becaufe it is fpoiled ; but fhe perfifts in her 
fyftem, and will never buy any thing by fingle 
pennyworths. 

The c^meaon "vioe xj£ ^olfe who are ftill graffnng 
At more, is to negled that which i^y already pofiefs $ 
but from this failing, my charmer is free. It is the 
great care of her life that the pieces of beef fhould 
he hoiki in the onder in which they are bought ; 
that the fecond bag of peafe fhould not be opened 
dll the firft be eaten ; that every feather-bed fliali 
be lain on in its turn ; that the carpets fhould be 
taken out of the chefts once a month and bruflied, 
and the rolls of linen opened now and th^i before 
<he fire. She is daily inquiring after the beft traps 
for mice, and keeps the rooms always fcented by 
fumigations to dcftroy the moths. She employs 
workmen, from time to time, to adjuft fix clocks 
that never go, and dean five jacks that riift in the 
garret j and a woman in the next alley lives by 
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fcouring the brafs and pewter, which are only laid 
up to tamiih again. 

She is always imagining fome diftant dme ia 
which (be (hall ufe whatever (he accumulates;; Ihc 
has four looking-glafies which fhe cannot hang up 
ia her boufe, but which will be handfome in xnore 
lofty rooms ; and pays rent for the place of a vaft 
copper in fome warehoufe, becaufe when we live ia 
the country we fliall brew our own beer. 

Of this life I have long been weary^ but know not 
how to change it ; all the married men whom I con« 
ink advife me to have patience; but fome old 
bachelors are of opinion, that fince fhe loves fales fo 
well, fhe fhould have a fale of hor own ^ and I have, 
i think, refolred to open her hoards, and advertife aa 
audion* 

lam, SIR, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Peter Pi.Em'Y. 
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Numb. 36. SATi)Ri>Ay, December 23; 17^ff. 

T^HE great difFerences that difturb the peace 

- of mankind are riot aboiit ends, but means. 
We have all the fame general defires, but how thofe 
defires fliall be ac<:dmpli(hed will for ever be dif- 
puted. The ultimate purpofe of government is 
temporal, and that of religion is eternal, happuiefs. 
Hitherto we agree } but here we muft part, to try, 
according to the endlefs varieties of pafflon and un- 
derftanding combined with one another, every pof* 
fible form of government, and every imaginable te- 
net of religion.^ 

We are told by Cumberland that reditude^ applied 
to aftion or contemplation, is merely metaphorical ; 
and that as a right Yino, defcribes the fhorteft paffage 
from point to point, fo a right aftion efFeds a good 
defign by the feweft means ; and fo likewife a right 
opinion is that which connedls diftant truths by the 
fhorteft train of intermediate propofitions. 

To find the neareft way from truth to truth, or 
from purpofe to efFeft, not to ufe more inftruments 
where fewer will be fufficient, not to move by wheels 
and levers what will give way to the naked hand, is 
the great proof of a healthful and vigorous mind, 
neither feeble with helplefs ignorance, nor over- 
burdened with unwieldy knowledge. 

But there are men who feem to think nothing To 
much the charaderiftick of a genius, as to do com« 
mon things in an uncommon manner j like Hudibras^ 

to 
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to iell the chck by algebra ; or like the lady in Dn 
Toungh fatires, to drink tea byjiratagem; to quit the 
beaten track only becaufe it is known, and take a 
pew path, however crooked or rough, becaufe the 
ftraight was found out before. 

Every man fpeaks and writes with intent to be 
underftood \ and it can feldom happen but he that 
underftands himfelf might convey his notions to an<- 
other, if, content to be underftood, he did not feek 
to be admired ; but when once he begins to contrive 
}iow his fentiments may be received, not with mod 
cafe to his reader, but with moft advantage to him-^ 
felf, he then transfers his confideration from words 
to foundS) from fentences to periods, and, as he grow^ 
more elegant, becomes lefs intelligible* 

It is difficult to enumerate every fpecies of authors 
whofe labours counterad themfelves; the man of 
exuberance and copioufnefs, who diifufes every 
thought through fo many diverfities of expreffion, 
that it is loft like water in a mift; the ponderous, 
dictator of fentences, whofe notions are delivered in 
the lump, and are, like uncoined bullion, of more 
weight than ufe; the liberal illuftrator, who ihews 
by examples and comparifons what was clearly feen 
when it was firft propofed ; and the ftately fon of dcr 
monftration, who proves with mathematical formality 
what no man has yet pretended to doubt. 
, There is a mode of ftyle for which I know not 
that the mafters of oratory have yet found a name ; a 
ftyle by which the moft evident truths are fo ob- 
fcured, that they can no longer be perceived, and 
the moft familiar propofitions fo difguifed that they 
carniQt be known. Every other kind of eloquence 

is 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



144 Tl!E IDLER. JJ*3^ 

is the dYdk of fesde ; but this is the maik by v^fiicfir 
a true mafter of his art will fo effe^ally coneeal iP^ 
that a man will as eafily naftake his own polMons^ 
if he meets them thas^ transformed^ as he may paf$ 
in a mafquerade his neareft acquaintanee* 

This ftyle may be caHcd the Urri/lirky fosr iti chief 
intention is to terrify and amaze ; it> may be termed 
the. reptii/he^ for its natural eifeft is- to drive away 
the reader ; or it may be diifliaguifiied^ in plain 
EngBJky by the denomination of the iu^bear ftjle^ for 
it has more terror than danger, and will appear Ie& 
formidable as it is more nearly approached. 

A mother tells her infant, that two and twa make^ 
four; the child remembers the propofition, and is 
able to count four to all the purpofes of life, tilf the 
courfe of his. education brings him among pfailofo-' 
phers, who fright him from his former faaowledge, 
by telling him, that four is^ a certain aggregate of 
units ; that all numbers being only the repetition of 
an unit, which, though no8 a number itfelf, is the 
parent, root, or original of all nurnb^, four is the 
denomination affigned to a certain number of fuch 
repetitions* The ooJy danger is, left, when he firfl 
heats, thefe dreadful founds, the pupil fhcmid run 
away: if he has but the courage to ftay till thecon« 
ckifion, he will find that, when fpeculation has done 
its worft, twO'and.two:^ftillmakefoun 

An iUuftriois example of this fpeeies of eloquence 
may be found in Letun concerning Mind. The au- 
thor begins by declaring, that the forts of things are 
things that now ariy hai)e'heeny and Jhall bey Md'the 
things that firiSly arjb. In this pofition, except the 
laft. daufe, in which he ufiss fomething of the 
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fcholaftick language, there is nothing but what every 
man has heard and imagines himfelf lo know. But 
who would not believe that fome wonderful novelty 
Is prefeated to his intelleft, when he is afterwards 
told, in the true bugbear ftyle, that the ares', in the 
former fenfe^ are things that lie betzveen the have-beens 
and Ihall-bes, The have-beens are things that are 
paji ; the Ihall-bes are things that are to come ; and the 
things thai are, in the latter fenfe, ere things that 
have not been^ nor'Jhall be^ norjiand in the vudji offuch 
as are before them^ or Jhall be after them. The things 
that have been^ and Jhall be, have refpe^ to prefent^ 
pafi^ and fuLttire. Thofe likewije that now are have 
moreover place j that 9 for ir^flancej which is here, that 
which is to the eajt^y that which is to the weji *. 

All this^ my dear reader, is very ftrangc; but, 
though it be ftrange, it is not new ; furvey thefe 
wonderful fentences again, and they will be found to 
contain nothing more than very plain truths, whiqh, 
till this Author arofe, had always been delivered ia 
plain language. 

* Thefc *« Letters on Mind'* were written by a Mr- Petvin, 
who fome years afterwards publiflied anotlier traift, entitled a 
<* Summary of th« Soul's Pen:q>tive Faculties," 1768. He was 
at that time compared to the fuhtte dodor, who, when he grew 
oldj wept becaufc he couliJ aot underlland his own books. C, 
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Numb. 37. Saturday, December SO^ 175S. 

npHOSE who are Ikilled in the extraSion and 
preparation of metals, declare, that iron is 
^very where to be found ; and that not only its pro- 
per ore is cdpiouHy treafured in the caverns of the 
earth, but that its particles are difpeifed throughout 
all other bodies. 

If the extent of the human view could compre* 
hend the whole frattie of the univerfe, I believe it 
tvould be found invariably true, that Providence has 
given that in greateft plenty, y^hich the condition of 
life makes of greateft life ; and that nothing is pe* 
nurioufly imparted, or placed far from the reach of 
man, of which a more liberal diftribution, or mofe 
eafy acquifition, would incre^fe real and rational fe- 
licity. 

Iron is common, and gold is rare. Iron contributes 
f J much to fupply the wants of nature, that its ufe 
conftitutes much of the diflference between favage and 
poliflied life, between the ftate of him that flumbers 
in European palaces, and him that (helters himfelf in 
the cavities of a rock from the chilnefs of the night, 
or the violence of the ftorm. Gold can never be 
hardened into faws oraxes; it can neither fumifh 
inftruments of manu£adure, utenfils of agriculture, 
nor weapons of defence^ its only quality is to 
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ihine, and the value of its Itiltre arifes from M 
fcarcity. 

Throughout the whole circle, both of natural 
and moral life, neceffaries are as irorf, and fuperflui- 
ties as gold. What we really need we may readily 
obtain ; fo readily, that hr the greater part of man- 
kind has, in the wantonnefs of abundance, confound* 
ed natural with artificial defires, and iuTented ne- 
fccidities for th^ fake of employment, becaufe the 
mind is impatient of ina£tion, and life is fuftain^d 
with fo little labour, that the tedioufhels of idle time 
cannot otherwife be fupported. 

Thus plenty is the original caufe of many of our 
needs ; and even the poverty, which is fo frequent 
and diftrefsful in civilized nations, procJeed^ often 
from that change of manners which opulence has 
produced. Nature makes us poor only wheu we 
want neceffaries ; but cufloih gives the name of po- 
verty to the want of fuperfluities. 

When Socrates pafled through (hops of toys ancT 
ornaments, he cried out, H0w many things are here 
which I do not need! And the fame exclamation may 
tvtry man malft who furveys the common accommo- 
dations of life. 

Superfluity and difficulty begin together. To 
drefs food for the flomach is eafy, the art is to 
irritate the palate when the flomach is fufliced. A 
rude hand may build walls, form roofs, and lay 
floors, and provide all that warmth and fecurity re- 
quire } we only call the nicer artificers to carve tha 
cornice, or to paint the clelings. Such drefs as may 
enabje the body to endure the different feafdns, the 
* L 2 nwfl 
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moft unenlightened nations have been able to pro- 
, cure ; but the work of fcience begins in the am- 
bition of diftindion, in variations of fafliion, and 
eraulatioti of elegance% Com grows with eafy cul- ' 
ture ; the gardener's experiments are only employed 
, to exalt the flavours of fruits, and brighten the co* 
lours of flowers. 

Even of knowledge, thofe parts are mofl: eafy 
whieh are generally neceflary* The intercourfe 
, of fociety is maintained without the eldgancies of 
language. Figures, , criticifms, and refinements, 
are the work of thofd whom idlenefs makes weary 
of themfelves. The commerce of the world ii 
.carried on by eafy methods of computation* 
Subtilty and ftujdy are required only when quef- 
tiojis are invented merely to puzzle, and calcula-^ 
tions are extended to (hew the fldll of the calcu* 
lator. The light of the fim is equally beneficial 
' to him whofe eyes tell him that it moves, and 
to him whofe reafon perfuades him that it fl:ands 
ftill; and plants grow with the fame luxuriance, 
whether we fuppofe earth or waternhe parent of ve.- 
getation. 

If we raife our thoughts to nobler inquiries^ w<5 
.{fhall ftill find feciUty. concurring wjth ufefulnefs. 
.. No- man needs ftay. to be virtuous till the morafifts 
. Jhaye d^^ermined the effence of virtue; our duty is 
. m^de , appai:^nt by its. .proximate confequences, 
, though ^he gei^eral and ultimate reafon jhpuld neyer 
. t)e difcovjered,^ Religion , may regulate the He of 
him to whom the Scotifts^m^Xhotm^s are aj^^jm^ 
^kpowa J juodthe aflfertoa of &t« a&dfree^will, how- 
ever 
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ever different in their talk, agree to aft in the fame 
manner. 
It is not my intention to depreciate the politer 
♦;iarts or abftrufer ftudies. That curiofity which al- 
ways fucceeds e^So and plenty, \vas undoubtedly 
given us as a proof of capacity wliich oiir prefent 
ftatp is not able to 611, as a preparative for fome 
better mode of exiftence, which fliall fumifh eci- 
ployment for the whole foul, and where pleafure 
ihall be adequate to oyr powers of fruition. In the 
meantime, let us. gratefully acknowledge that good* 
nefs which grants us eafe at a cheap rate, which 
changes the feafons where the nature of heat and col4. 
has not been yet examined, and gives the vigiffitudes 
of day and night to thofe who never marked the tro* 
picks, or numbered the C9nftellations. 
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Numb- 38. Saturday, Janwory 6, 1759. 

CINCE the publication of the letter concerning 
the condition of thofe who j^re confined in 
gaols by their creditors, an inquiry is faid to have 
been made, by which i( appears that more than 
twenty thoufand* are at this time prifoners for 
debt. 

We oftw loolf with Indifference on the fucceflive 
parts of that, which, if the whole were feen toge^ 
ther, woufd fliake us with emotion. A debtor is 
dragged to prifon, pitied for a moment, and then 
forgotten ; another follows him, and is loft alike in 
the caverns of oblivion ; but when the whole mafs 
of calamity rifes up at once, when twenty thoufand 
reafonable beings are heard all groaning in un? 
neceffary mifery, not by the infirmity of nature, 
but the miftake or negligence of policy, who cat^ 
forbear to pity and lament, to wonder and ab* 
bor? 

There is here no need of declamatory vehemence j 
we live in an age of commerce and computation; 
let us therefore coolly inquire what is the fum of 
evil which the imprifonment of debtors brings upon 
our country. 

It feems to be the opinion of the later computifts, 
that the inhabitants of England do not exceed &^ 

* This number was as that time confidently publifhed ; but the 
author has iince found reafon to queftion the calculation. 

millions. 
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millions, of which twenty thoufand is the three- 
hundredth part. What fhall we fay of the humanity 
or the wifdom of a nation that voluntarily facri- 
fices one in every three hundred to lingering de- 
ilru£lion ! 

The misfortunes of an individual do not extend^ 
their influence to many j yet, if we confider the ef- ' 
feds of confanguinity and friendfliip, and the ge^ 
neral reciprocation of wants and benefits, which 
make one man dear or neceiTary to another, it. may 
reafonably be fuppofed, that every man languifhing 
in prifon gives trouble of fome Hind to two others 
who love or need him. By this multiplication of 
mifery we fee diftrefs extended to the hundredth part 
pf the whole fociety. 

If we efUmatQ at a (hilling a day what is lofl 
by the inacUoh and confumed in the fupport of each 
man thus chained down to involuntary idlenefs, the 
publick lofs will rife in one year to three hundred 
thoufand pounds ; in ten years to n\pxc th^ui a fixth 
part of our circulating coin, 

I am afraid that thofe who are bed: acquainted 
with the iUte of our prifons will confefs that my 
conjecture is too near the truth, when I fuppofe that 
the corrofion of refentment, the heavinefs of forrow, 
the corruption of confined air, the want of exercife, 
and fometimes of food, the contagion of difeafes, 
from which there is no retreat, and the feverity of 
tyrants, againft whom there can be no refiftance, 
and all the complicated horrors of a prifon, put an 
end every year to the life of one in four of thbfe 
that are fhut up from the common comforts of 
human life^ 

L 4 , Thus 
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Thus perifli yearly five thoufand men, overborne 
with forrow^ confumed by fanaiine, . or putrsiied by 
filth ; many of them in the moft vigono^ns asd ufeful 
part of life ; for the thoughtle& ami imprUdemt are 
commonly young, and the adive and bufy are fel« 
dom old. 

According to the rule generally received, which, 
luppofes that one in thirty dies yearly^ tlie race of 
man may be laid to be renewed at the end of thirty 
years. Who would have belreved till now, that of 
every Englijh generation, an hundred and fifty thou-« 
fand periih in our gaols ! that ia every century, a na* 
tion eminent for fcience, ftudious of commerce, am* 
bitiou^ of empire, fhould willingly lofe, in noifome 
dungeons, five hundred thoufand of its inhabitants; 
a number greater than has ever been deftroyed in the 
Jame time by peftilence and the fwotd ! 

A very late occurrence may (hew us the value of 
the number whicK we thus condemn to be ufelefs* la 
the re-cftablifliment of the trained ban^s, thirty 
thoufand are confidered as a force fofficicnt ^aioft 
all exigencies. While, therefiDre, we detain twenty 
thoufand in pifon, we ihut up in darknefe and tife- 
ieflhefe two- thirds of an army which ourfelvefi j«dge 
equal to the defence of our country. 

The mona&ick mftitutions have been often blameed, 
as tending to retard the increafe of mankinds AMi 
perhaps retirement ought rarely to be permitted^ ex- 
cept to tbofe whofe employment is confrilent wiih 
abftra£lion, and who, though folitary, w91 not be 
idle : to thofe whom infirmity makes uTelefe to this 
^ommonw^lt^, or to thofe who have paid their du^ 
proportion to fociety, and who, having Hiwtd ffl^ 

others. 
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olhersy may be honourably difmiii^d to live for them- 
hhtQ$* Bititt whatever be the evil or the folly of thefe 
rt»€2Sl^ ti^ofe have no right to cenfure thetp whofe 
piifosts .contain; gf eater numbers than the ni<pnafteries 
of other, countries* Ijt is, furely, lefs fooliih ami lefs 
crimisial to. permit inad:ion than compel it ; to qom*. 
ply with doubtful opinions of happine^is^ th^n con- 
4mm to certaia wA 9j>pafeat mifery j to indulge the 
extravagaiKiea of en^ojaeous piety, thm tp multiply 
and enforce temptations to ^.ickedpefe. 

The raifery of gaols k not half their evil: they 
are filled with every corruption which poverty anA 
wickednefe caa generate between them ; with all the 
ftamelefs and proflig;ite enormities that can be pro-r 
duced by the impudence of ignominy, the J'age of 
want, and th|e malignity of defpair. In a prifbn the 
awe of the pwblick eye is loft, and the powejf of the 
law is fpent ; there are fe^v . fears, there are no 
bluflies. The lewd inflame the lewd, the audacious 
harden the audacious. Every one fortifies himfelf 
as he can againft his own fenfibility, endeavours to 
pradife on others the arts which are pradifed on 
himfelf ; and gains the kindnefs of his affodates by 
limilitude of manners. 

Thus, fome fink amidft their mifery, and others 
furvive only to propagate villany. It may be 
hoped, that our lawgivers will at length take away 
from us this power of ftarving and depraving one an* 
other ; but, if there be any reafon why this inveterate 
evil fliould n®t be removed in our age, which true 
policy has enlightened beyond any former time, let 
thofe, whofe writings form the opinions and the 
praftices of their contemporaries, endeavour to 
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transfer the reproach of fuch imprifonment finom the 
debtor to the creditor, till uniyerfal infamy fliall 
purfue the wretch whofe wantonnefs of power, or 
revenge of difappointment, condemns another to 
torture and to ruin; till he fhall be hunted through 
the world as an enemy to man, and find in riches no 
flielter from contempt. 

Surely, he whofe debtor has periflied in prifon, 
although he may acquit himfelf of deliberate murder, 
muft at lead have his mind clouded with difcontent^ 
when he confiders how much another has fufiered 
from him ; when he thinks on the wife bewailing 
her hufband, or the children begging the b^read which 
their father would have earned. If theie are any 
made fo obdurate by avarice or cruelty, as to revolve 
thefe confequences without dread or pity, I muft 
leave them to be awakened by fome other po\\erji fo? 
I wfite only to humap beings, 
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Numb. 39. Saturday, January 13, 1759. 
r^ /*<? IDLER. 



A^ 



SIR, 

S none look more diligently about them than' 
thofe who have nothing to do, or who do no- 
thing, I fuppofe it has not efcapedyour obfervation, 
tliat the bracelet, or ornament of great antiquity, 
has bepn for fome years revived among the Englijh 
ladies* 

The genius of our nation is faid, I know not for 
what reafon, to appear rather in improvement than 
invention. The bracelet w^s known in the earlieft 
ages ; but it was formerly only a hoop of gold, or a 
clutter of jewels, and (hewed nothing but the wealth 
or vanity of the wearer, till our Jadies, by carrying 
pidures on their wrifts, made their ornaments works 
of fancy and exercifes of judgment. 

This ajiditipn of art to luxury is one of the innu- 
merjaibl^ proofs that might be given of the late in- 
creafe of female erudition ; and I have often congra- 
tulated myfelf that my life has happened at a time 
when thofe, on whom fo much of human felicity de- 
pends, have learned to think as well as fpeak, and 
when refpeft takes poffeffion of the ear, while love 
is entering at the eye. 

I have obferved, that, even by the fuffrages of their 
own fex, thofe ladies are accounted wifeft, who do 
not yet difdain to be taught j and therefore I Ihall 
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offer a few hints for the completion of the bracelet, 
without any dread of the fate of Orpheus. 

To the ladies who wear the pidures of their huf- 
bands or children, or any othqr relations, I. can 
offer nothing more decent or more proper. It is 
reafonable to believe that fhe intends at leaft to per- 
form her duty, who carries a perpetual excitement to 
recollection and caution, whofe own oman^ents muft 
upbraid her with every failure, and who, by an open 
violation of her engagements, muft for ever forfeit 
her bracelet. 

Yet I know not whether it is the intereft of the 
I^ufband to folicit very eameftly a place on the brace-* 
let. If his image be not in the heart, it is of fmall 
avail to hang it on the hand. A hufband encircled 
with diamonds and rubies may gain fon^e eileem, but 
will never excite love* He that thinks himfelf moft 
IJecure of his wife, fliould be fearful of perfecutiqg 
|ier continually with his prefence. The joy of life 
is variety ; the tenderefl love requires to b? rekindled 
by intervals of abfence ; and Fidelity herfelf will be 
wearied with transferring her ^e only from the fame 
man to the fame pifture. 

In many countries the condition of every woman 
is known by her drefs. Marriage is rewarded with 
fome honourable diftinftion, which celibacy is for- 
bidden to ufurp. Some fuch information a bracelet 
might afford. The ladies inight enrol themfelves 
in diftinft claffes, and carry in open view the em- 
blems of their order. The bracelet of the authorefs- 
may exhibit the Mufes in a grove of laurel ; the 
hov^fewife may fhew Penelope with her web ; the yo- 
irefs of a fingle life may c»rry Urjula wit|i her troop 
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of virgins ; the gamefter may have Fortune with her 
^heel } and thofe women that have no charaSler at dll 
may difplay a field of white enamel, as imploring 
help to fill lip the vacuity. 

There is a fet of ladies* who have outlived moft 
' enimal pleafures, and, having nothing rational to put 
In their place, folace with cards the lofs of what time 
has taken away, and the want of what wifdom, hav- 
ing never been courted, has never given. For thefe 
1 know not how to provide a proper decoration,. 
They cannot be numbered among the gamefters ; for 
* though they are always at play, they play for nothing, 
and never rife to the dignity of hazard or the repu- 
tation of fkill. They neither love nor are loved, 
and cannot be fuppofed to contemplate any human 
image with delight. Yet, though they defpair to 
pteafe, they always wifli to be fine, and therefot-e 
cannot be without a bracelet. To this fifterhood I 
can recommend nothing more likely to pleafe them 
than the king of cliibs, a perfonage very comely and 
majeftick, who will never meet their eyes without re- 
' viving the thought of fome pad or future party, and 
who may be difplayed in the aft of dealing with 
grace and propriety. 

But the bracelet which might be mofteafily intro- 
duced into general ufe is a fmall convex mirror, *in 
which the lady may fee herfelf whenever ihe Ihall 
lift her hand. This will be a perpetual fource of 
delight. Other ornaments are of ufe only in pub- 
lick, but thii will furniih gratifications to folitude. 
This will fhew a face that muft always pleafe ; fhe 
whq is followed by admirers will carry about her a 
perpetual juftification of the publick voice ; and (he 

who 
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, ivho paiTes without notice may appeal from preju(Uce 
to her own eyes. 

But 1 know not why the privilege o^ the bracelet 
ihould be con&ied to women ; it was in former ageff 
worn by heroes in battle ; and as modehi foldiers are 
always diftinguifhed by fplradour of drefs, I fhould 
rejoice to fee the bracelet added to the cockade. 

In hope of this ornamental innovation, I have fpenf 
fome thoughts upon military bracelets. There is 
no paffion more heroick than love ; and therefore I 
ihould be glad to fee the fons of England marching 
in the field, every man with the pifliure of a woman: 
of honour bound upon his hand. But fince in the 
army, as every where elfe, there will always be men 
who love nobody but themfelves, or whom no woradn 
^ of honour will permit to love her, there is a necei&ty 
of fome otherdiftindlions and devices. 

I have read of a prince who, having loft a town, 
ordered the name of it to be every morning fhouted 
in his ear till it fhould be recovered. For the fame 
purpofe I think the profped of Minorca might be 
properly worn on the hands of fome of our generals 5 
others might delight their countrymen, and dignify 
themfelves, with a view of Rochfort as it appeared t<y 
them at fea : and thofe that ihall rietum from the 
conqueft of America^ may exhibit the warehoufe of 
Trontenacy with an infcription denoting, that it was 
taken in lefs than three years by lefs than twenty 
thoufand men. 

1 am, SIR, &c. 

Tom Tor. 
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Numb. 40. Sajurday, J^anuary 20, 1759^ 

npHK prafUce of appending to the narratives 
of publick tranfadions more minute and do- 
meftick btelUgencej and filling the newfpapers with 
advertifements, has grovn up by flow degrees to its 
prefent ilate^ 

Genius is ftiewn only by inveiition* The man 
who firft took advantage of the general curiofity that 
was excited by a fiege or battle, to betray the readers 
of news into the knowledge of the (hop where the 
bed puffs and powder were to be fold, was undoubt- 
edly a man of great fagacity, and profound fltill in 
the nature of man. But when he bad once fhewn 
the way, it was eafy to follow him ; and every man 
now knows a ready method of informing the publick 
of all that he defires to buy or fell, whether his wares 
be material or intelledlual ; whether he makes clothes, 
or teaches the mathematicks ; whether he be a tutor 
that wants a pupil, or a pupil that wants a tutor. 

Whatever is common is defpifed. Advertifements 
are now fo numerous that they are very negligently 
perufed, and it is therefore become neceilary to gain 
attention by magnificence of promifes^ and by elo- 
quence fomedmes fublime and fometimes pathetick. 

Promife^ large promife, is the foul of an advertife. 
ment. I remember a w(\fb'ball that had a quality 
.truly wonderful— it gave an exquifite edge to the razor. 
And there are now to be fold> for ready money only^ 
fome duvets, for bed*coveringSy of down^ beyond com. 

parifjn 
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farifon fuperior to what is called otter^doWn^ and in- 
deed fuch, that its many excellencies cannot be here fet 
forth. With one excellence we arc made acquainted--' 
it is warmer than four or five blankets^ and lighter than 
one. 

There are fome, however^ that know the prgndice 
of mankind in favour of modeft fincerity. The ven* 
der of the beautifying fluid fdls a lotioit that repels 
pimples, waflies away freckles, fmooths the &in, 
and plumps the fiefh; and yet, with a generous 
abhorrence of ollentation, confefles, that it will not 
reftore the bloom of fifteen to a lady of fifty. 

The true pathos of advertifements muft hare funk 
deep into the heart of every man diat remembers the 
zeal Ihewn by the feller of the anodyne necklace^ for 
thg eafe and fafety cf poor toothing infants^ and the 
affeftion with which he warned every mother, Hiat 
fre would never forgive herfelf if her infant fhould 
perifh without a necklace. 

1 cannot but remark to the celebrated author who 
gave, in his notifications of the camel and drome- 
dary, fo many fpecimens of the genuine fublime, that 
there is now arrived another fubjeft yet more worthy 
of his pen. A famous Mohawk Indian warrior^ who 
took Dieftaw the French general prifdner^ dreffed in the 
fame manner with the native Indians when they go ta 
war J with his face and body painted^ with bisfcatping^ 
knifcy tom-^Xy and all other implements if war! m fight 
worthy the curiofity cf every true Briton I This is a 
very powerful defcription; i>ut a cricick of great re* 
iinement vtnould fay, that it conveys rather horror and 
terrjor. An Indian, drdTed as ke goes to war, may 
bring company together j. bitt if he carries the fcalpL 
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ing knife and tom-ax, there are many true Britons 
that will never be perfuaded to fee him but through 
a grate. 

It has been remarked by the feverer judges, that 
the falutary forrow of tragick fcenes is too foon ef- 
faced by the merriment of the epilogue ; the fame 
inconvenience arifes from the improper difpofition 
of advcrtifements. The nobleft objefts may be fo 
affociated as to be made ridiculous. The camel and 
dromedary themfelves might have loft much of their 
dignity between the true jlovJer of mujiard and the 
original Daff/s elixir ; and I could not but feel fome 
indignation when I found this illuftrious Indian war- 
rior immediately fucceeded by a frejh parcel of Dub- 
lin butter. 

The trade of advertifing is now fo near to perfec- 
tion, that it is not eafy to propofe any improvement. 
But as every art ought to be exercifed in due fubor- 
dination to the publick good, I cannot but propofe 
it as a moral queftion to thefe mafters of the publick 
ear, Whether they do not fometimes play too wan- 
tonly with our paffions, as when the regiftrar of lot- 
tery tickets invites us to his (hop by an account of 
the prize which he fold laft year ; and whether the 
advertifing controvertifts do not indulge afperity of 
language without any adequate provocation j as in the 
difpute T^owX Jlraps for razors^ now happily fubfided, 
and in the altercation which at prefent fubfifts concern- 
ing eau de luce ? 

In an advertifement it is allowed to every man to 

fpeak well of himfelf, but I know not why he fljould 

affjme the privilege of cenfuring his neighbour. He 

'VouVII- M may 
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may proclaim his own virtue or {kill, but ought not td 
exclude others from the fame pretenfions. 

Every man that advertifes his own excellence ihould 
write with fome confcioufncfs of a character which 
dares to call the attention of the publick. He ihould re- 
member that his name is to ftand in the fame paper with 
thofe of the king of Pruffia and the emperor of Ger^ 
many^ and endeavour to make himfelf worthy of fuch 
affrfciation. 

Some regard is likewife to be paid to pofterity^ 
There are men of diligence and curiofity who treafure 
up the pE^ers of the day merely becaufe others neglect 
them, and in time they will be fcarce. When thefe 
colleaions fhall be read in another century, how will 
numberlefs contradiflions be reconciled ; and how fhall 
fame be poffibly diftributed among the tailors and 
boddice-makers of the prefent age ? 

Surely thefe things deferve confideration. It is enough 
for me to have hinted my defire that thefe abufes may 
be rectified ; but fuch is the flate of nature, that what 
all have the right of doing, many will attempt with- 
out fufHcient care or due qualifications. 
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Numb. 41. SAttfRDAY, January 27, 1759- 

T^HE following Letter relates to an afflidion per- 
haps not neceflary to be imparted to the pub- 
lick ; but I could not perfuade myfelf to fupprefs it, 
becaufe I think I know the fentiments to be finccre, 
and I feel no difpofition to provide for this day any 
other entertainment 

jIt tu quifquis er'u^ miferi qui crudapoeU 

Crediderts Jletu funera digna tuOf 
Hxc pojlrema tihi Jit Jiendt caufa^ Jluatque 

Len'u inoffenfo vliaque morfque gtadu* 

Mr. Idler, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the wamings of philofophergf^ 
and the daily examples of lofies and misfor- 
tunes which life forces upon our obfervation, fuch ig 
the abforption of our thoughts in the bufinefs of the 
prefent day, fuch the refignation of our reafon to 
eimpty hopes of future felicity, or fuch our unwilling- 
nefs to forefee-wha( we dread, that every calamity 
comes fuddenly upon us, and not only preifes us as a 
burden, but crulhes as a blow. 

There are evils which happen out of the common 
courfe of nature, againft which it is no reproach i^ot 
to be provided. A flafti of lightning intercepts the 
trayeller ia his way; the concuffion of an earth- 
quake heaps the rukis cf cities upon their inhabit- 
ants. But other miferies time brings, thoiigb filently 

M % yet 
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yet vifibly, forward by its even lapfe, which yet ap- 
proach us unfeen becaufe we turn our eyes away, and 
feize us unrefifted becaufe we could not arm ourfelves 
againft them but by fetting them before us. 

That it is vain to Ihriiik from what cannot be 
avoided, and to hide that from ourfelves which muft 
fome time be foutld, is a truth which we all know, 
but which all negleft, and perhaps none more than 
the fpeculative reafoner, whofe thoughts are always 
frdm home, whofe eye wanders over life, whofe fancy 
dances after meteors of happinefs kindled by itfelf, 
and who examines every thing rather than his own 
ftate. 

Nothing is more evident than that the decays of age 
muft terminate in death ; yet there is no man, fays 
Tullvy who does not believe that he may yet live an- 
other year ; and there is none who does not, upon the 
fame principle, hope another year for his parent or his 
friend : but the fallacy will be in time detefled ; the 
laft year, the laft day, muft come. It has come, and 
is paft. The life which made my own life pleafant is 
at an end, and the gates of death are fhut upon my 
profpefts. 

The lofs of a friend upon whom the heart was 
fixed, to whom every wilh and endeavour tended, is 
-a ftate of dreary defolation, in which the mind look^ 
abroad impatient of itfelf, and finds nothing but empti* 
nefs and horrour. The blamelefs life, the artlefs 
tendernefs, the pious fimplicity, the modeft refigna- 
ition, the patient ficknefs, and the quiet death, are re- 
membered only to add value to the lofs, to aggravate 
♦regret for what cannot be amended, to deepen forrow 
forwhat.cannot b^ recalled. 
• . - Thefe 
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Thefc are the calamities by which Providence gra- 
dually difengages us from the love of life. Other evils^ 
fortitude may repel, or hope may mitigate ; but irre- 
parable privation leaves nothing to exercife refolution 
or flatter expeftation. The dejid cannot return, and 
nothing is left us here but languilhment and grief. 

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives 
long muft outlive thofe whom he loves and honours. 
Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence, that 
life muft one time lofe its aflbciations, and every in- 
habitant of the earth muft walk downward to the 
grave alone and unregarded, without any partner o^ 
his joy or grief, without any interefted witnefs of his 
misfortunes or fuccefs. 

Misfortune, indeed, he may yet feel ; for where is 
the bottom of the mifery of man ? But what is fuc- 
cefs to him that has none to enjoy it ? Happinefs is 
not found in fclf-contemplation ; it is perceived only 
when it is reflefted from another. 

We know little of the ftate of departed fouls, be- 
caufe fuch knowledge is not neceflary to a good life. 
Reafon deferts us at the Vink of the grave, and can 
give no farther intelligence* Revelation is not wholly 
iilent. There is joy in the angels of Heaven over one 
finner that repenteth ; and furely this joy is not in- 
communicable to fouls difentangled from the body, 
and made like angels. 

Let hope therefore diftate, what revelation does not 
confute, that the union of fouls may ftill remain ; and 
that \\Q who are ftruggling with fin, forrow, and in- 
firmities, may have our part in the attention and kind- 
nefs of thofe who have finiflied their courfe, and are 
now receiving their reward. 

Ma Thefe 
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Thefe are the great occafioas Which force the nmd 
to take refuge in religion ; when we have no help iH 
eurfelves, what can remain but thit we look up to a 
higher and a greater Power ? and to what hope may 
we not raife our eyes a{^d hearts, when we confider that 
the greateft Power is the best ? 

Surely there is no man who, thus afflided, does not 
feek fuccour in the go/pel j which has brought life and 
immortality to light. The precepts of Epicurus^ who 
teaches us to endure what th^ laws of the univerfe 
make neceflary, may filence, but not content us. The 
diftates of Zeno^ who commands us to look with in* 
difference on external things, may difpofe us to con* 
ceal our forrow, but cannot affuage it. Real alle* 
Viation of the lofs of friends, and rational tranquillity 
in the profpeQ: of our own diffolution, can be re 
ceived only from the promifes of Him in whofe hands 
are life and death, and from the aflurance of another 
and better ftate, in which all tears will be wiped from 
the eyes, and the whole foul fliall be filled with joy. 
Philofophy may infufe ftubbornnefs, but Religion only 
can give patience* 

I am, &c. * 

• Thig paper was written by Dr, Johnfon on the death of his 
mother. He wrote his " Raflclas/* with the afTedionatc purpofe 
of defraying the escpences of her funeralj and paying a few fmall 
debts (hc.kft. C* 



^^S::# 



o^ 



'7^- 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 



N*4^ THE IDLER- 167 



Numb. 42. Satukday, Februartj 3, 1759. 

'^HE fubjeft of the following Letter is not wholly 
unmentioned by the Rambler. The Spec- 
tator has alfo a letter containing a cafe not much 
different. I hope my correfpondent's performance is 
more an effort of genius, than effufion of the paflions^ 
and that (he hath rather attempted to paint fome pof. 
fibk diftrefs, than really feels the evils which Ihe has 
defcrlbed. 

To tbe IDLER. 

SIR, 

THERE is a caufe of mifery, which, though 
certainly known both to you and your prede- 
ceffors, has been little taken notice of in your pa- 
pers ; 1 mean the fnares that the bad behaviour of 
parents extends over the paths of life which their 
children are to tread after them j and as I make no 
doubt but the Idler holds the fliield for virtue as well 
as the glafs for folly, that he will employ his leifurc 
hours as much to his own fatisfaftion in warning his 
readers againft a danger, as in laughing them out of 
a fafliion: for this reafon I am tempted to alk ad- 
piittance for my ftory in your paper, though it has 
nothing to recommend it but truth, and the honeft 
wifli of warning others to fhun the track which I am 
afraid may lead me at lail to ruin. 

M 4 I am 
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I am the child of a father, who, having always 
lived in one fpot in the country where he was bom, 
and having had no genteel education himfelf, thought 
no qualifications in the world defirable but as they 
led up to fortune, and no learning neceffary to hap- 
pinefs but fuch as might moft effeftually teach me to 
make the bed market of myfelf : I was unfortunately 
bom a beauty, to a full fenfe of which my father took 
care to flatter me ; and having, when very young, 
put me to a fchool in the country, afterwards tranf- 
planted me to another in town, at the inftigation of 
his friends, where his ill-judged fondnefs let me re- 
main no longer than to learn juft enough experience 
to convince me of the fordidnefs of his views, t» 
give me an idea of perfeftions which my prefent fitua- 
tion will never fuflfer me to reach, and to teach me 
fufHcient morals to dare to defpife what is bad, though 
it be in a father. 

Thus equipped (as he thought completely) for 
life, I was carried back into the country, and lived 
with him and my mother in a fmall village, within 
a few miles of the county-town; where I mixed, 
at firft with reludance, among company which, 
though I never defpifed, 1 could not approve, as 
they were brought up with other inclinations, and 
narrower views than my own. My father took 
great pains to Ihew me every where, both at his own 
houfe, and at fuch publick diverfions as the 
country aflforded: he frequently told the people 
all he had was for his daughter; took care to 
repeat the civilities I had received from all his 
friends in London ; told how much I was admired, 

and 
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and all his little ambition could fugged to fet me in a 
ftronger light. 

Thus have I continued tricked out for fale, as I 
may call it, and doomed, by parental authority, ta 
a ftate little better than that of proftitution. I look 
op myfelf as growing cheaper every hour, and am. 
Ipfing all that honed pride, that modeft confidence, 
in which the virgin dignity confifts. Nor does my 
misfortune ftop here: though many would be too 
generous to impute the follies of a father to a child 
whofe heart has fet her above them ; yet I am afraid 
the moft charitable of them will hardly think it 
poluble for me to be a daily fpeftatrefs of his vices 
without tacitly allowing them, and at laft confent* 
ing to them, as the eye of the frighted infant is, by 
degrees, reconciled to the darknefs of v^hich at firft 
it was afraid. It is a common opinion, he himfelf 
mufl: very well know, that vices, like difeafes, arQ 
often hereditary ; and that the property of the one is 
to infect the manners, as the other poifons the fprings 
of life. 

Yet this, though bad, is not the word; my far- 
ther deceives himfelf the hopes of the very child he 
has brought into the world ; he fufFers his houfe to 
be the feat of drunkennefs, riot, and irreligion ; 
who feduces, almod in my fight, the menial fervant, 
converfes with the proditute, and corrupts the 
wife ! Thus I, who from my earlied dawn of reafon 
was taught to think that at my approach every eye 
fparkled with pleafure, or was dejedted as confcious 
of fuperiour charms, am excluded from fociety, 
through fear led I (hould partake, if not of my 
father's crimes, at lead of his reproach. Is a 

parent. 
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parent, who is fo little felicitous for the welfare of 
a child, better than a pirate, who turns a wretch 
adrift in a boat at fea, without a ftar to fleer by, 
or an anchor to hold it faft? Am I not to lay all 
my miferies at thofe doors which ought to have 
opened only for my protection ? And, if doomed to 
add at laft one more to the number of thofe wretches 
whom neither the world nor its law befriends, may 
I not juftly £iy that I have been awed by a parent 
into ruin ? But, though a parent's power is fcreened 
from infult and violation by the very words of 
Heaven, yet furely no laws, divine or human, fo||)id 
me to remove myfelf from the malignant fhade of 
a plant that poifons all around it, blafts the bloom 
of youth, checks its improvements, auid makes all 
its flowrets fade; but to whom can the wretched, 
can the dependant fly? For me to fly a father's 
houfe, is to be a beggar: I have only one com- 
fort amidft my anxieties, a pious relaticm, who 
bids me appeal to Heaven for a witnefs to my jufl 
intentions, fly as a deferted wretch to its protedion f 
and, being afked who mf father is, point, like 
the antient philofophcf, with my finger to the 
heavens. 

The hope in which I write this, is, that you will 
^ve it a place in your paper; and, as your eflays 
fometimes find their way into the country, that my 
father may read my flory there ; and, if not for his 
own fake yet for mine, fpare to perpetuate that 
worft of calamities to me, the lofs of charader, 
from which all his diflimulation has not been able 
to refcue himfelf. Tell the world, Sir, that it is 
poflible for virtue to keep its throne unlhaken with- 
out 
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out any other guard than itfelf ; that it is poffible 
to maintain that purity of thought fo neceflary to 
the completion of human excellence even in the 
midft of temptations ; when they have no friend 
within, nor are affifted by the voluntary indulgence 
o£ vicious thoughts. 

If the infertion of a ftory like this does not break 
in on the plan of your paper, you have it in your 
power to be a better friend than her father to 

Perdita *• 



Numb. 43. Saturday, February 10, 1759. 

nPHE natural advantages which arife from the 
pofition of the earth which we inhabit with 
refpe£k to the other planets, afford much employ* 
ment to mathematical fpeculation, by which it has 
been difcovered, that no other conformation of the 
fyftem could have given fuch commodious diftribu- 
tions of light and heat, or imparted fertility and 
pleafure to fo great a part of a revolving fphere. 

It may be perhaps obferved by the moralift, with 
equal reafon, that our globe feems particularly 
fitted for the refidence of a being, placed here only 
for a fhort time, whofe tafk is to advance himfelf 
to a higher and happier ftate of exiftence, by 
unremitted vigilance of caution, and adivity of 
virtue. 

The 

♦ ^n unknown corrcfpondent. 
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The duties required of man are fuch as human 
nature does not willingly perform, and fuch as 
thofe are inclined to delay who yet intend fome time 
to fulfil them. It was therefore neceflary that this 
nniverfal reludance ihould be counteracted, and 
the drowfinefs of hefitation wakened into refolve; 
that the danger of procraftination (hould be always 
in view, and the fallacies of fecunty be hourly 
detefted* 

, To this end all the appearances of nature uni- 
formly confpire. Whatever we fee on every fide 
reminds us of the lapfe of time and the flux of life* 
The day and night fucceed each other, the rotation 
of feafons diverfifies the year, the fun rifes, attains 
the meridian, declines, apd fets ; and the moon every 
night changes its form. 

The day has been confidered as ap image of the 
year, and the ye^r ?is the reprefentation of life, 
l^he morning anfwers to the fprmg, and the fpring 
to childhood and youth; the noon correlponds to 
the fummer, and the fummer to the ftrength of man- 
hood. The evening is an emblem of autumn, and 
autumn of declining life. The night with its filence 
and darknefs fliews the winter, in which all the 
powers of vegetation are benumbed ; and the winter 
points out the time when life fhall ceafe, with its 
hopes and pleafures. 

He that is carried forward, however fwiftly, by 
a motion equable and eafy, perceives not the change 
of place but by the variation of objefts. If the 
wheel of life, which rolls thus filently along, 
paflfed on through undiftinguifhable uniformity, we 
ihould never mark its approaches to the end of 
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the courfe. If one hour were like another ; if the 
paflage of the fun did not fhew that the day is waft- 
ing ; if the change of feafons did not imprefs upon 
us the flight of the year; quantities of duration 
equal to days and years would glide unobferved. 
If the parts of time were not varioufly coloured, 
we fliould never difcern their departure or fuccef- 
fion, but fhouid live thoughtlefs of the paft, and 
carelefs of the future, wiihout will, and perhaps 
without power, to compute the periods of life, or to 
compare the rime which is already loft with that 
which may probably remain. 

But the courfe of rime is fo vifibly marked, that 
it is obferved even by the birds of paflage, and by 
nations who have raifed their minds very little above 
animal inflind: there are human beings whofe 
bnguage does not fupply them with words by 
which they can number five; but I have read of 
noqe that have not names for day and night, for 
fummer and winter. 

Yet it is "certain, that thefe admonitions of nature 
however forcible, however importunate, are too 
often vain; and that many who mark with fuch 
accuracy the courfe of time, appear to have little " 
fenfibility of the decline of life. Every man has 
fomething to do which he neglefts ; every man has 
feults to conquer which he delays to combat. 

So little do we accuftom ourfelves to confider 
the effefts of time, that things neceflary and certain 
often furprife us like unexpefted contingencies. 
We leave the beauty in her bloom, and, after an 
abfence of twenty years, wonder, at our return, to 
find her faded. We meet thofe whom we left 
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children, acrid can fcarcely perfuade ourfelves to 
treat them as men* The traveller vifits in age 
thofe countries through which he rambled in hk 
youth, and hopes for merriment at the old place* 
The man of bufmefs, wearied with unfatisfadory 
prdfperity, redres to the town of his nativity, and 
experts to play away the laft years with the com- 
panions of his childhood, and recover youth in the 
fields where he once was young. 

B*rom this inattention, fo general and fo mifchiev* 
ous, let it be every man's fludy to exempt himfelf. 
Let him that defires to foe others happy make hafte 
to give while his gift can be enjoyed, and remember 
that eveiy moment of delay takes away fomething 
from the value of his benefaction. And let him, 
who purpofes his own happinefs, reiled, that while 
he forms his purpofe the day rolls on, and the night 
goftietb whenno man can work* 
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Numb. 44. Saturday, February 17, 1759* 

AT EMORY IS, among the feculties of the 
human mind, that of which we make the 
moft frequetat ufe, or rather that of which iht 
agency is inceflant or perpetual. Memory is the 
primary and fundamental power, without which 
there could be no other intelle£lual operation* 
Judgment and ratiocination fuppofe fomething al-^ 
ready known, and draw their decifions only froiii^ 
experience. Imagination feleds ideas from the trea- 
fures of remembrance, and produces novelty only 
by varied combinations. We do not even fonil 
conje&ures of diftant, or anticipations of future 
events, but by concluding what is poffible from what 
is pad. 

The two offices of memory are coUeSion and 
diftribution } by one images are accumulated, and 
by the other produced for ufe. CoUeftion is always 
the employment of our firft years ; and diftribution 
commonly that of our advanced age. 

To colledt and repofit the various forms of things^ 
is far the mofl pleafmg part of mental occupation. 
We are naturally delighted with novelty, and there 
is a time when all that we fee is new. When firfl 
we enter into the world, whitherfoever we turn our 
isyes, they meet knowledge with pleafure at her fide ; 
every diverfity of nature pours ideas in upon the 
foul; neither fearch nor labour are neceffary; we 
have nothing niore to do than to open our eyes, and 
oiriofity is gratified. ^ 

I Much 
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Much of the pleafure which the firft furvey of 
the world affords, is exhaufted before we are con- 
fcious of our own felicity, or able to compare oui* 
condition with fome other poffible ftate. We have 
therefore few traces of the joy of our earlieft difco- 
Veries ; yet We all remember a time when nature had 
fo many untafted gratifications, that every excurfion 
gave delight which can now be found no longer; 
when the noife of a torrent, the ruftle of a wood, 
the fong of birds, or the play of lambs, had power 
to fill the attention, and fufpend all perception of the 
courfe of time* 

But thefe eafy pleafures are foon at an end ; we 
have feen in a very little time fo much, that we call 
out for new objefls of obfervation, and endeavour 
to find variety in books and life. But ftudy^is la- 
borious, and not always fatisfadkory ; and conver- 
fation has its pains as well as pleafures ; we are 
willing to learn, but not willing to be taught ; we 
are pained by ignorance, •^^ut pained yet more by an- 
other's knowledge. 

From the vexation of pupilage men commonly 
fet themfelves free about the middle of life, by 
Ihutting up tlie avenues of intelligence, and refolv- 
ing to reft in their prefent ftate; and they, whofe 
ardour of inquiry continues longer, find themfelves 
infenfibly forfaken by their inftruftors. As every 
man advances in life, the proportion between thofe 
that are younger and that are older than himfelf 19 
continually changing ; and he that has lived half ai 
century finds few that do not require from him that 
information which he olice expefted from thofe that 
went before him. / ' V • 

Then 
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Theft it is that the magaaines of memory arc 
opened, and the ftores of accumulated knowledge 
are difplayed by vanity or benevolence* or in honeiik 
commerce of mutual intereft. Every man wants 
others, and is therefore glad when he is wanted hf 
thenv. And as few men will cndrure the labour of in* 
tenfe meditation without necefljty, he that has learned 
enough for his profit or his honour, feldom endeab^ 
vours after further acquifitions. 

The pleafure of recollefiing fpetulative notions 
IrouW not be much kfe than that of gaining them, 
it they could be kept pure and unmingled with the 
paflages of life ; but fuch is the neceffary doncatena* 
tion of our thoughts, that good and evil are linked 
together, and no pleafure recurs but affociated with 
J>ainw i^very revived idea reminds us of a time 
when fomething was enjoyed that is now loft, when 
fome hope was not yet blafted, when fome purpofe 
bad yet not languifhed into iluggifhnel^ or indiffer-, 
erice. 

Whether it be that life has inore vexations thaii 
comforts, or, what is in the event juft the fame^ 
that evil makes deeper imprefTion than good, it is 
certaiil that few can review the time paft' without 
hcavincfs of heart* He remembers many calamities 
incurred by^^foUy, many opportunities loft by ne- 
gligence* The fhades of the dead rife up before 
him ; and he laments the companions of his youth, 
the partners of his amufements, the affiftants of his 
labours, whom the hand of d^th has fnatched 
away. 

Whed an offer was made to Th^miftocles of teach- 
ing him the art of n:vemory» he anfwcred^ that he 

Vol. VII. ^ , N would 
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would rather wifh for the art of forgetfulnefs. He 
felt his imagination haunted by phantoms of mifery 
which he was unable to fupprefs, and would gladly 
have calmed his thoughts with fome oblivious antidote^ 
In this we all refemble one another ; the hero and the 
fage are, like vulgar mortals, overburdened by the 
weight of life; all Ihrink from recoUe^on^ and all 
wilh for an art of forgetfulnefs* 



Numb. 45. Saturday, February 24, 1759. 

npHERE is in many minds a kind of vanity 
-^ exerted to the diladvantage of themfelves j a 
defire to be praifed for fuperior acutenels dflcovered 
only in the degradation of their fpecies^ or cenfure 
of their country. 

Defamation is fufficiently copious. The general 
lampooner of mankind may find long exercife for 
his zeal or wit, in the defefts of nature, the vexations 
of life, the follies of opinion, and the corruptions 
of pradlice. But fidtion is eafier than difcemment ; 
and moft of thefe writers fpare themfelves the labour 
of inquiry, and exhauft their virulence upon ima- 
ginary crimes, which, as they never exifted, can ne- 
ver be amended. 

That the 'painters find no encouragement among 
the Englijh for many other works than portraits, has 
beeii imputed to national felfiflmefs. 'Tis vain, 
fays the fatirift, to fet before any Englijhman the 

fcenes 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^45^ THE ICLER. 179 

fcenes of landfcape, or the heroes of hiftory ; nature 
and antiquity are nothing in his eye ; he has no value 
but for himfelf, nor defires any copy but of his own 
form. 

Whoever is delighted with his own pi&ure mud 
derive his pleafure from the pleafure of doothen 
Every man is always prefent to himfelf^ and has^. 
therefore, little need of his own refemblance^ nor 
can defire it^ but for the fake of thofe whom he 
loves, and by whom he hopes to be remembered^ 
This ufe of the art is a natural arid reafonable con- 
fequence of zWeSdon ; and though, like other hu« 
man adtions^ it is often complicated with pride, yet 
even fuch pride is more laudable than that by 
which palaces are covered with pi&ures, that, how- 
ever excellent, neither imply the owner's virtue, nor 
excite it. 

Genius is chiefly exerted in hlftorical pi£lures ; 
and the art of the painter of portraits is often loft in 
the obfcurity of his fubje£t4 But it is in painting as 
in life ; what is greateft is not always beft^ I fhould 
grieve to fee Reynolds transfer to heroes and to god« 
delTes, to empty fplendour and to airy fidUon, that art 
which is now employed in diffufing ft-iend(hip, in re* 
viving tendemefs, in quickening the afFe£tions of tbo 
abfent, and continuing the prefence of the dead. 
' Yet in a nation great and opulent there is rbom^ 
and ought to be patronage, for an art like that of 
painting through all its diverfities ; and it is to be 
wiflied, that the reward now offered for an hiftorical 
pidure may excite an honeft emulation, and give bo« 
ffoximgto zxi Engtifit kheoL 

- ' Na II 
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It 19 not vety ezfy to find aa a£tion or event that 
can be efficacioufly reprefented hj x painter. 

He muft have an a£tion not fucceflive but inftan* 
taneous ; for the time of a picture is a fingle mo* 
ment. For this reafon, the death of Herades can- 
not wdi be painted, though at the iirit view it 
flatters the imagination with very glittering ideas : 
the gloomy mountain, overhanging the fea, and 
coveml with trees, fome bending to the wind, and 
fome torn fSrom their roots by the raging hero ; the 
violence with which be rends from his ihoulders the 
invenomed garment} the propriety with which his 
mufcular nakednefs may be difplayed ; the death of 
Lycas whirled from the promontory ; the gigantic 
prefence of Fbilo^etes ; the blaze of the fatal pile, 
which the deides behold with grief and terror from 
the Iky. 

All thefe images fill the mind, but will not com- 
pofe a pidure, becaufe they cannot be united in a 
fingle moment. Hercules muft have rent his flefh at 
one time, and toiTed Lycas into the air at another ; 
he mufl firft tear up the trees, and then lie down 
upon the pile. 

The a&ion muft be circumftantial and diftind* 
There is a pafTage in the Iliad which cannot be read 
without flrong emotions. A Trojan prince, feized 
by Achilles in the battle^ falls at his feet, and in 
moving terms fupplicates for life. How can a 
wretch Hke ihee^ fays the haughty Greeky httreat to 
Sviyi when thm knsweji-tbat the time mujl came when 
Acfailtes is to die? Tins cannot be painted, becaufe 
no peculiarity of attitude or difpofidon can fo fop* 
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ply the placiS of lwgu$^ as to knfM-^ tl^ fendt 

vmnu 

The event painted mud be fuch as excites pa& 
fum, asd different pailions in the feveral a&ors, or ;| 
tumult of conteiiding pafHoas in the chief* 

Perhaps the difcovery of Uiyjes by his nurfe is of 
this kind. The furprife of the nurfe mingled fritl^ 
joy ; that of Ulyjis checked by prudence, and 
clouded by folicitude; and the diftinftnefs of the 
aftion by which the fear is found ; all concur to 
complete the fubjefl. But the pifture, having only 
two figures, will want variety. 

A much nobler alfemblage may be furpifhed by 
the death of Epaminondas. The mixture of glad- 
nefs and grief in the face of the meflenger who 
brings his dying general an account of thf Tt£kor]p^. 
the various paflions of the attendants,; the fubliinky 
of compofure in the hero, while the dart is by his owp 
command drawn from his fide, and the faint gleam of 
iatisfa^on that diffufes itfelf over the languor of 
:death j are worthy of that pencil which yet I do not 
wifti to fee employed upon them. 
' If the defign were not too multifarious and ex- 
tenfive, I ihould wifh that our painters would at*- 
.ten>pt the diifolution of the parliament by Cront'^ 
"well. The point of time may be chofen when Crom-^ 
well looked round the Pandgemonium with con- 
tempt, ordered the bauble to be taken away ; and 
Jiarri/$n laid hands on the Speaker to drag him from 
:tfae chair. 

The various appearances, which rage, and terror, 

and aAonifhment, and guilt, might exhibit in the 

faces of that hateful aflembly, of \irhom the prin- 
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df^l perfoiu may be faithfully drawn from portraits 
or prints ; the irrefolute repugnance of fome, the 
hypocritical fubmiflions of others^ the ierodous in- 
folence of Cromwell^ the rugged brutality of Harrifin^ 
and the general trepidation of fear and wickednefs, 
^mmld, tf ibme proper difpofition could be contrived^ 
make a pidure of une^mpled yariety, md ff 
bftruftion. 



Numb. 46. Satueda^t, March 3, 1759. 

Mr. Idi^er, 

'T AM encouraged, by the notice you have taken 
'*' of Betiy Broonij to reprefent the miferies which 
I fuiFer froin a fpecies of tyranny which, I believe, 
is not very uncommon, though perhaps it may have 
efcaped the obfervation of thofe who converfe litde 
with fine ladies, or fee them only in their publick 
charafters. 

To this method of venting my vexation I am the 
more inclined, becaufe if I do not complain to you, 
"I *muft burft in filence ; for my miftrefs has tesSed 
me and teafed me till I can hold no longer, and yet 
I muft not tell her of her tricks. The girls that li^ 
in common fervices can quarrel, and give warning, 
and find other places ; but we that live with great 
ladies, if we once offend them, have nothing left but' 
to return into the country. 

I am waiting-maid to a lady who keeps the bed 
company, and is feen at every place of fafliionable 

fefort. 
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rdbrt. I am envied by all the maids in the fquare, 
for few counteffes leave off fo many clothes as my 
miftrefSy and nobody ihares with me: fo that I 
fupply ti;ifo families in the country with finery for 
the aifizes and horfe-races, beiides what I wear myr 
felf. The fteward and houfekeeper have joined 
againft me to^procure my removal, that they may 
advance a relation of their own ; but their defignt 
are found out by my lady, who fays I need not fear 
them, for fhe will never have dow(Ues about her. 

You would think, Mr. A/fer, like others, that I 
am very happy, and may well be contented with my 
lot. But I will tell you. My lady has an odd hu- 
mour. She never orders any thing in dire£l: words, 
for fhe loves a fharp girl that can ts^e a hint. 

I would not have you fufped that i|iQ has any 
thing to hint which fhe is afhamed to fpeak at 
length; for none can have greater purity pf fenti- 
ment, or re£iitude of intention. She has nothing to 
hide, y^ nothing will fhe tell. She always gives her 
directions oblique and allufively, by the mention 
of fomething relative or confequential, without any 
other purpofe than to exercife my acutenefs and her 
own. 

It is impoffible to give a notion of this flyle 
otherwife than by eacamples. One night, when fhe 
bad fat writing letters till it was time 'to be drefled, 
Molly y faid fhe^ the Ladies are all to be at Court to* 
mgbt in white aprons. . When fhe means that I 
ihould fend to order the chair, fhe fays, / think the 
Jlreets are clean^ I may venture to walk. When fhe 
would have fomething put into its place, fhe bids 
me lay it on the floor* If fhe would have me fnuff 
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the <«n#ks, &» tOks ^&ahir ItkifA hit tyh af^Me 
» cJir'j^ If (he thinkss her ehocdiate delay ord^ fro 
talks of /A^ i^w^/f/ of abjiinence. If any needle- woA 
is foi]gmccii, flie foppofes that I have heard ef the 
h4y wJb0 died by prickiag her finger. 

She always imagines that I cah recal every tbit]ig 
|«ft from a fmgle word. If (he grants her head 
<rom the milliner, (he only fays, MoUj^ you know 
Mrs. Tape. If (he would have the mantua^maker 
fent for, (he remarks that Mr. Taffety^ the mercer^ 
was here lafi week. She ordered, a fortnight ago, 
that the firft time (he was abroad all day I (bould 
i^hufe her a new fet of coffee.cups at the china- 
(hop : of this (he reminded me yefterday, as (he was 
going down (lairs, by faying, Tou carCt find your way 
ftow to PalUmalL 

All this would never vex me, if, by increadng my 
trouble, (he fpaned her own ; but, dear Mr. Idler^ is 
It not as eafy to fay caffee^eups^ as PalUmall? and to 
tell me in plain words what I am to dp, and when it 
IS to be done, as to torment her own bead with the 
labour of finding hints, and mine with that oi ua«- 
derftanding them ? 

When firft I came to this lady, I had nothing 
like the learning that I have now ; for (he has many 
books, and I have much time to read; fo that oF 
late I feldomr have miffed her meaning : but when 
file firft took me I was ^n ignorant girl ; and ftie, 
who, as is very common, cofifounded want of know- 
ledge with want of underfl^ndihg, began once to 
defpair of bringing me to any thing, becaufe, when 
I came into her chamber at the call of her bell, (he 
ja/ked tne. Whether we livfd jn Zembk ? and I did not 
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f:\M& the mmmngoi her mqmiy^ hut modelUy am 
f^vared, that 7^)^2r/^ fi(7/ teii. She bad happened to rbig 
once idien 1 4id not hear her^ and meant to put me 
in mind of that country where founds are faid to be 
congealed by the froft. 

Another ticie, as I was dreffing her head, (he began 
to talk on a fudden of Medufa^ and fnakes^ and men 
fumed into Jlone^ and maids ihat^ if they were not^ 
nvatched^ would let their mijlrejfes be Gorgons. I looked 
round, mfi half frightened^ ..and quite bewildered ; till 
at laft, finding that her literature was thrown away 
upon me, ihe bid me, with great vehemence, reach 
the curling-irons. * 

It is not without fome indignation, Mr. Idler^ that 
I difcover, in thefe artifices of vexation, fomething 
worfe than foppery or caprice; a mean delight in 
fuperiority, which knows itfelf in no danger of re- 
proof or oppofition; a cruel pleafure in feeing the 
perplexity of a mind obliged to find what is ftudioufly 
concealed, and a mean indulgence of petty male- 
volence, in the fharp cenfure of involuntary, and 
very often of inevitable, failings. When, beyond 
her expeftation, I hit upon her meaning, I can per- 
ceive a fudden cloud of difappointment fpread over her 
face ; ^and have fometimes been afraid, left I fiiould 
lofe her favour by underftanding her when flie means 
to puzzle me. 

This day, however, fhe has conquered my faga- 
city* When (lie went out of her drefling-roonj, (be 
faid nothing, but, Molly ^ you hiow^ and naftened tQ 
her chariot. What I am to know is yet a fecret j 
but if I do not knovy, before (he comes back, what 
J yet have no jneans of difcovering, (he wiU make 
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my dulnds a pretaice for a fortnight's ill humour^ 
treat me as a greature devoid of the faculties neceffiuy 
to the common duties of life, and perhaps give the next 
|;own to the boufdceeper. 

I >m, SIR, 

Your bumble Servant, 

Molly QuicKt 



NiTMB.47. Saturday, March 10, 1759- 



To tie IDLER. 

Mr. iDLHRi 

T AM the unfortunate wife of a city wit, and can- 
"* not but think that my cafe may deferve equal com- 
pallion with any of thofe which have been reprefented 
in your paper. 

1 married my hufband within three months after 
the expiration of his apprenticelhip ; we put our 
money together, and fiirniihed a large and fplendid 
Ihop, in which he was for five years and a half di- 
ligent and civil. The hotice which curiofity or kind- 
ilefs commonly bellows on beginners, \vas continued 
t)y confidence and efteem; one cuftomer, pleafed 
with his treatment and his bargain, recommended 
another ; and we were bufy behind the counter ftom 
morning to night. 

Thus every day increafed our wealth and our re- 
putation. My hufband was often invited to dinner 
1 openly 
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^>enly on the Exchange by hundred dio«£md poiind$ 
men ; and whenever I went to any of the haUs, th^ 
wives of the aldermen made me low courtefies. We 
always took vi^ our notes before the cbiy, and made 
all confiderable payments by draughts upon our 
banker. 

Tou will eafily believe that I was well enough 
pl^fedwith my condition; for what happinefs can 
be greater than that of growing every day richer and 
richer? I will not deny that, imagining myfelf 
Iflcely to be in a fhort time the fheriflf's bdy, I 
broke off my acquaintance with fome of my neigh* 
bours ; and advifed my hufband to keep good conv 
fsmyy and not to be ieen with men that were worth 
nothmg. 

In time he found that ale difagreed with his con* 
^mtSon, and went every night to drink his pint at a 
tavern, where he met with a fet of cridcs, who dif« 
puted upon the merit of the different theatrical per- 
formers* By thefe idle fellows he was taken to the 
play, which at firft he did not feem much to heed ; 
for he owned, that he very feldom knew what they 
were doing, and that, while his companions would 
let him alone, he was commonly thinking on his laft 
bargain. 

Having once gone, however, he went again and 
again, though I often told him that three (hillings 
were thrown away j at laft he grew uneafy if he 
mifled a night, and importuned me to go with him. 
I went to a tragedy which they called Macbeth ; and, 
when I came home, told him, that I could not bear 
to fee men and women make therafelves fuch fools, 
by pretending to be witches and ghofts^ generals and 
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Idngs, and to walk ia thehr fkep^whrn they vKre a$ 
much awake as thofie that looked at ihem. He toiA 
me, that I muft get higher notions, and that a play 
was the moft rational of all entertainments, and moft 
proper to relax the mind after the bufinefs of the 
day. 

By degrees he gained knowledge of fome of the 
players ; and when the pky was over, tery iiequently 
treated them with fuppers ; for which he was admitted 
to ftand behind the fcenes. 

He foon began to Ic^e fome <>{ hb* morning hows 
in the fame folly, and was for one winter very diligent 
in his attendance on the rehearfals } bat of this fpeeies 
of idlenefs he grew weary, and *faid, that the play 
was nothing without the company. 

His ardour for the diveriion of the evening increded; 
lie bought a fwcu'd, and paid five (hiUings*atiight to 
4it in the boxes ; he went fometimes into a jidace 
which he calls the green-room, where all the wits, of 
the age afiemble ; and, when be had been there, conid 
do nothing for two or three days, but Mpeat tbeir 
jefts, or tell their difputes. 

He has now loft his regard for every thing but the 
play-houfe; he invites, three times a week, one or 
other to drink claret, and talk of the drama. .His firft 
care in the morning is to read the play-bills ; and^ if 
he remembers any lines of the tragedy which is to be 
reprefented, walks about the (hop, repeating them fo 
loud, and with fuch flrange geftures, that iJie pailen*- 
gers gather round the door. 

His greateft pleafure when I married him was to 
bear the fituation of his fhop commended, and to be 
told how many eftates have been got in it by the fame 
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trade ^ hut of Bite hd grows pasviffi at aay mention of 
bufineft, and deliglits in nothing £b mach as to be 
told that he ipeaks l^ce Mtiffop. 

Among bis new affociatra he has leamsd another 
language, 2Uid ipeaks m fuch a (faram that his neigh- 
bours cannot nnderftand him. If a cuftomer talks 
longer thaoi he is willing to hear, be will complain that 
he has been excruciated with unmeaning verbofity ; 
he laughs at the. Letters of his friends for their tamenefs 
of eicpieffion, and often declares himfelf weary of at- 
tending m the mintaia of a ihop. 

It is well for me that I know how to keep a book^ 
for of late he is fcarcely ever in the Way. Since one 
of his friends told him that he had a genius for tragick 
poetry, he has locked himfelf in an upper room fix or 
feven hours a day ; and, when I carry him any paper 
to be read or figned,. I bear him talking vehemently 
to himfelf, fomstimes of love and b^nty, fometime» 
df fricndfliip and virtue, but more frequently of liberty 
and bis country^ 

I would gladty, Mn Uler^ be informed what to 
think of a fhopkeeper, who is incei&ntly talking about 
liberty ? a word, whicb, fince his a.cquaintance with 
polite life, my buiband has always in bis mouth ; he 
is, on all occafions, afraid of our liberty, and declares 
his retblntion to hassard all for liberty. What can 
the man mean ? 1 am fure be has liberty enough ? 
it were better for him and me if his liberty was 
"Icffened. 

He has a friend, whom he calls a critick, that 
^omes twice a week to read what he is writing. 
This critick tells him that bis piece is a little irre- 
gular, but that fom^ detached fcenes will fhine pro» 
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digioufly, and that in the chara£ter of Bombuhu he 
is wonderfully great«r My fcribbler then fqueezes his 
hand, calls him the beft of friends, thanks hiih for 
hb fincerity, and tells him that he hates to be flat- 
tered& 1 have reafon to beliere that he feldom parts 
with his dear friend without lendihg him two guineas^ 
and am afraid that he gave bail for him three days 

By this courfe of Hfe our dtdit as traders is Ie& 
fened ; and I (cannot forbear to fufped, that my huf- 
band's honour as a wit is not much advanced, for he 
feems to be always the loweft of the company^ and 
Is afraid to tell his opinion till the reft have fpoken^ 
When he was behind his counter, he ufed to be 
briik, adive^ i^d jocular, like a man that knew 
what he was doing, and did hot fear to look another 
in the face; but, amofig wits and criticks, he is ti- 
morous and awkward, and hangs down his head at 
his own table. Dear Mr. Idler^ perfuade him, if 
you can, to return once more to his native elements 
Tell him, that his wit will never make him rich, but 
that there are places where riches will always make 
a wit. 

lam, SIR, &c. 

Deborah Ginger. 
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Numb. 43. Saturbay, March 17, 1759; 

'T^HEkE 18 no kind of idlenefs, by which we 
aire fo eafily feduced^ as that which dignifies 
itfelf by the appearance of bufinefs, and by making 
*the loiterer imagine that he has (bmething to do 
which mufl: not be neglefted, keeps him in perpetual 
agitation^ and hurries him rapidly from place to 
place. 

. He that fits ftill, or repofes himfelf upon a touch, 
no more deceives himfelf than he deceives others j he 
knows that he is doing nothing, and has no other fo« 
lace of his infignificance than the refolution, which the 
lazy hourly make, of changing his mode of life. 

To do nothing every man is afhamed ; and to do 
much almoft every man is unwilling or afraid. In^ 
numerable expedients have therefore been invented to 
produce motion without labour, and employment 
without folicitu4e* The greater part .of thofe whom 
the kindnefs of fortune has left to their own diredion^ 
and whom want does not keep chained to the counter 
or the plough, play throughout life with the fhadows 
of bufinefs, and know not at la(l what they have been 
doing. 

Thefe imitators of afHon are of all denominations*, 
Some are feen at every au£tion without intention to 
purchafe; others appear pundually at the Ex^ 
change^ though they are known there only by their 
faces* Some are always making parties to vifit 
coUeSions for which they have no taftej and fome 
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negle£l eVery pleafure and every duty to hear queC- 
tions, in which they have no intereft, debated in par** 
liament. 

Thefe men never appear more ridiculona t^n in 
the diftrefs which they imagine thcmfelves to feel, from, 
fome accidental interruption of thofe empty purfuits. 
A tiger newly imprifoned is indeed more formidable^ 
but not iftore angry, than Jack Tulip with-held front 
a florift*8 feaft, or Tom Dijiich hindered from feeing 
Ae firft reprefentation of a play. 

As political affairs are the higheft and moft ei* 
tcnfive of temporal concerns j the mimick of a po- 
litician is more bufy and important than any other 
trifler. Monfieur le Noir^ a man who, without pro- 
perty or importance in any corner of the earth, has, 
in the prefent confufion of the world, declared him- 
felf a ileady adherent to the French^ is made mi* 
ferable by a wind that keeps back the packet-boat, 
and ftill more miferable by every account of a 
Malouin privateer caught in his cruize ; he knows 
well that nothing can be done or faid by him which 
can produce any effect but that of laughter ; that he 
can neither haften nor retard good or evil j that his 
joys and forrows have fcarcely any partakers 5 yet, 
fuch is his zeal, and fuch his curiofity, that he 
VKuxxXd, run barefooted to Grave/end^ for the fake of 
knowing firft that the Englijh had loft a tender, and 
would ride out to meet every mail from the continent 
if he might be permitted to open it. 
' Learning is generally confefled to be defirable, and 
there are fome who fancy themfelves always bufy iH 
acquiring it. Of thefe ambulatory ftutfents, o6e of 
the «oft bufy is my friend Tom Reftkfs. 

Tom 
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Tom has long had ^ mind to be a man of know- 
ledge, but he does not care to fpend much time 
among authors ; for he is of opinion that few books 
deferve the labour of perufal, that they give the mind 
an unfalhionable caft, and deftroy that freedom of 
thought and eafmefs of manners indifpenfably re- 
quifite to acceptance in the world. Tom has ther6. 
fore found another way to wifdom. When he' rifes 
he goes into a coffee-houfe, where he creeps fo near 
to men whom he takes to be reafoners as to hear their 
difcourfe, and endeavours to remember fomething 
which, when it has been ftrained through Tom's head, 
IS fo near to nothing, that what it once was cannot 
be difcovered. This he carries round from friend to 
friend through a circle of vifits, till, hearing what 
each fays upon the queftion, he becomes *able at 
dinner to fay a little himfelf j and, as every great 
genius relaxes himfelf among his inferiors, meets 
with fome who wonder how fo young a man can talk 
fo wifely. 

At night he has a new feaft prepared for his in- 
tellects ; he always runs to a difputing fociety, or a 
fpeaking club, where he half hears what, if he had 
heard the whole, he would but half underftand; 
goes home pleafed with the confcioufnefs of a day 
well fpent, lies down full of ideas, and rifes in th« 
morning empty as before* 
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Numb. 49- Saturday, March 24, 1759* 

T SUPPED three nights ago with my friend Will 
^ Marvel. His afiairs obliged him lately to take a 
journey into Bevonfl^re^ from which he has juft ns- 
toraed. He knows me to be a very patient hiearer, 
and was glad of my compaany, as it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of difburdening himfelf by a minute relation of 
the cafualties of bis expedition. "t: 

Will is not one of thofe who ga out and return 
with nothing to tell. He has a ftory of his travels, 
which will ftrike a home-bred citizen with horror, and 
has in ten days fufFered^fo often the extremes of terror 
and joy, that he is in doubt whether he fball ever 
again expofe either his body or mind to focb danger 
and fatigue. 

When he left London the morning was bright, and 
a fair day was promifed. But Will is bom to ftruggle 
with difficukies. That happened to him, which has 
fometimes, perhaps, happened to others. Before he 
had gone more than ten miles, it began to rain<^ 
^hat courfe was to be taken? His foul difdained 
to turn back. He did what the king. of Prujfia 
might have done ; he flapped his hat, buttoned up 
his cape, and went forwards, fortifying his mind by 
the ftoical confolation, that whatever is violent will be 

Ihort. 

His conftancy was not long tried % at the diftance 
of about half a mile he faw an inn, which he entered 
wet and weary, and found civil treatment and proper 

O ^ refreOi- 
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refrelhmenl. After a refpite of about two hoUrs, he 
looked abroad, and feeing the fky clear, called for his 
horfe, and paffed the firil ftage without any other nie* 
morable accidents 

, Will confidered^ that labour rauft be relieved by 
pleafure, and that the ftrength which great under- 
tkkingls require muft be , maintained by copious nu- 
triment ; he therefore ordered hinlfelf an el6gant 
fupper, drank two bottles of claret, and pafled the 
beginning of the night in found fleep ; but, waking 
before light, was forewarned of the troubles of the 
next day^ by a ihower beating againft his windows 
with fuch violence as to threaten the diflblution of 
nature. When he arofe, he found what he expeSed, 
that the country was under water. He joined him'« 
felf, however, to a company that was travelling thie 
fame way, and came fafely^to the place of dinner, 
though every ftep of his horfe dafhed the mud into 
the air» 

In the afternoon, having parted from his cotnpany, 
he fet forward alone^ and paffed many colleftions of 
water, of which it was impodible to guefs the depth, 
and which he now cannot review without fome cenfure 
of his own raihnefsj but what a man undertakes 
he muft perform^ and Marvel hates a coward at his 
heart. - 

' Few that lie warm in their beds think what others 
undergo, who have perhaps been as tenderly edu- 
cated)^ and liave as acute fenfations as themfelves. 
My filend was now to lodge the fecond night almoft 
fifty miles from home, in a houfe which he never 
bsid feen before, among people to whom he was to- 
•tally a'ftranger, not knowing whether the next man 
'. : O2 he 
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he (hould meet would prove good or bad ; but feemg 
an inn of a good appearance, he rode refolutely into 
the yard ; and knowing that refpefl: is often paid in 
proportion as it is claimed, delivered his injundions 
to the hoftler with fpirit, and entering the houfe, 
called vigoroufly about him. 

On the third day up rofe the fun. and Mr. MarveL 
His troubles and his dangers were now fuch as he 
wiflies no other man eyer to encounter. The ways 
were Icfs frequented, and the country more thinly 
inhabited. He rode many a lonely hour through 
mire and water, and met not a fingle foul for two 
miles together with whom he could exchange a word. 
He cannot deny that, looking round upon the dreary 
region, and feeing nothing but bleak fields and naked 
tiees, hills obfcured by fogs, and flats covered with 
inundations, he did for fome time fuffer melancholy 
to prevail upon him, and wifbed himfelf again fafe 
at home. One comfort he had, which was, to con- 
fider that none of his friends were in the fame dif- 
trefs, for whom, if they had been with him, he (hould 
have fufFered more than for himfelf; he could not 
forbear fbmetimes to confider how happily the Idler is 
fettled in an eafier condition, who, furrounded lik^ 
him with terrours, could have done nothing but lie 
down and die, ^ 

Amidft thefe refleflions he came to a town, and 
found a dinner which difpofed him to more cheerful 
fentiments : but the joys of life are fliort, and its mi- 
feries are long ; he mounted and travelled fifteen miles 
more through dirt and defolation. 

At laft the fun fet, and all the horrors of darknefs 
came upon him. He then repented the weak induU 
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gence in which he had gratified himfelf at noon mili 
too long an interval of reft: yet he went forward 
along a path which he could no longer fee, fome*- 
times rulhing fuddenly into water, and fometimes 
incumbered with ftiff clay, ignorant whither he was 
going, and uncertain whether his next ftep might not 
be the laft. 

In this difmal gloom of nodumal peregrination his 
horfe unexpeftedly flood ftill. Marvel bad heard many 
relations of the inftinft of horfes,' and was in doubt 
what danger might be at hand. Sometimes he fancied 
that he was on the bank of a river ftill and deep, and 
fometimes that a dead body lay acrofs the track. He 
fat ftill awhile to recolleft his thoughts ; and as he 
wa§ about to alight and explore the darknefs, out 
ftepped a man with a lantern, and opened the turn- 
pike. He hired a guide to the town, arrived in fafety, 
and flept in quiet. 

The reft of his journey was nothing but danger* • 
He climbed and defcended precipices on which vulgar 
mortals tremble to look } he pafted marfhes like the 
Serbanian bog^ where armies whole have funk ; he 
forded rivers where the current roared like the £gre or 
the Severn; or ventured himfelf on bridges that 
trembled under him, from which he looked down on 
foaming whirlpools, or dreadful abf ffes ; he wandered 
over houfelefs heaths, amidft all the rage of the ele-» 
ments, with the fnow driving in his fac^, and the 
tempeft howling in his ears. 

Such are the colours in which Marvel psint^ his 
adventures. He has accuftomed himfelf to found- 
ing words and hyperbolical images, till he has loft 
the power of true defcription. In a road through 
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which' the heavieft carriages paTs without difficulty, 
and the pod-boy every day and night goes and re- 
turns, he meets with hardfliips like thofe which are 
endured in Siberian deferts, and mifles nothing of 
romantick danger but a giant and a dragon. Wten 
•his dreadful ftory is told in proper terms, it is only 
that the way was dirty in winter, and that he expe*- 
rienced the conunon vidflitudes of rain and fun« 
ihine. 



KuMB. 50. Saturday, March S^^ 1759. 

T^HE charaSer of Mr. Marvel has raifed the 
•* merriment of fome and the contempt of others, 
who do not fufficiently confider how often they hear 
and pradife the fame arts of exaggerated narration. 

Therfe is not, perhaps, among the multitudes of 
all conditions that fwarm upon the earth, a fingle 
man who does not believe that he has fomething ex. 
traordinary to relate of himfelf ; and who does not, 
at one time or other, fummon the attention of his 
friends to the cafualties of his adventures, and the 
viciffitudes of his fortune ; cafualties and viciffitudes 
that happen alike in lives uniform and diverfified } 
to the commander of armies, and the writer at a 
deik ; to the failor who refigns himfelf to the wind 
and water, and the farmer whofe longeft journey is to 
the market. 

In the prefent flate of the world man may pafs 
through Shakefp€are^% feven ftages of life, and meet 

nothing 
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nothing fingulaur or wonderful.. But fuch is every 
man's attention to himfelf, that what is common and 
unheeded when it is only feent becomes remarkable 
and peculiar when we happen to fed it. 

It is well enough known to be according to the 
ufual procefs of nature that men flaould ficken and 
recover, that forae. defigns (hould fucceed and other? 
mifcarryy that friends fiiould be feparated and ttieet 
stgain, that fome ihould be made angry by endea- 
vours to pleafe them, and fome be pleafed when no 
care has been ufed to gain their approbation ; that 
men and women (hould at firft come together by 
chance, like each other fo well as to commence ac- 
quaintance, improve acquaintance into fondnefs, in- 
creafe or extinguifli fondnefs by marriage, and have 
children of different degrees of intellects and virtue, 
fome of whom die before their parents, and others 
furvive them. 

Yet let any man tell his own ftory, and nothing 
of all this has ever befallen him according to the com- 
mon order of things ; fomething has always difcrimi- 
xiated his cafe j fome unufual concurrence of events 
has appeared which made him more happy or more 
miferable than other mortals ; for in pleafures or cala- 
mities, however common, every one has comforts and 
affliflions of his own. « 

It is certain that without Ibme artificial augmenta- 
tions, many of the pleafures of life, and almoil all 
its embellifliments^ would fell to the ground. If no 
man was to exprefs more delight than he felt, thofe 
who felt mod would raife little envy. If travellers 
were to defcribe the moft laboured performances of 

O 4 art 
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art with the fame col.dnefs as they furvey them, all ex- 
peftations of happinefs from change of place wpuld 
ceafe. The piftures of Raphael would hang without 
fpeflators, and the gardens of Verfailles might be in- 
habited by hermits. All the pleafure that 'is received 
ends in an opportunity of fplendid falfehood, in the 
power of gaining notice by the difplay of beauties 
whieh the eye was weary of beholding, and a hiftory 
of happy moments, of which, in reality, the moil 
happy was the laft. 

The ambition of fuperior fenfibility and fuperior 
eloquence difpofes the lovers of arts to receive rapture 
at one time, and communicate it at another ; and each 
labours firft to impofe upon himfelf, and then to pro- 
pagate the impofture. 

.. Pain is lefs fubjeft than pleafure to caprices of ex- 
^^reffiom The torments of difeafe, and the grief for 
irremediable misfortunes, fometimes are fuch as no 
words can declare, and can only be fignified by groans, 
or fobs, or inarticulate ejaculations* Man has from 
nature a mode of utterance peculiar to pain, but he 
has none peculiajp to pleafure, becaufe he never has 
pleafure but in fuch degrees as the ordinary ufe of 
language may equal or furpafs. 

It is neverthelefs certain, that many pains as well 
as pleafures are heightened by rhetorical affeftation, 
and that the pifture is, for the moft p^rt, bigger than 
the life. 

When we defcribe our fenfations of another's fbr- 
rows, either in friendly or ceremonious condolence, 
the cuftoms of the world fcarcely admit of rigid ve- 
racity. Perhaps the fondeft friendfhip would enrage 
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oftener than comfort, were the tongue on fuch occa* 
fions faithfully to reprefent the fentiments of the 
heart; and I think the ftrifteft moralifts allow forms 
of addrefs to be ufed without much regard to their 
literal acceptation, when either refpeft or tender- 
nefs requires them, becaufe they are univerfally 
known to denote not the degree but the fpecies of 
our fentiments. 

But the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to him 
who aggravates dangers incurred or forrow endured 
ty himfelf, becaufe he darkens .the profpeft of futu- 
rity, and multiplies the pains of our condition by 
ufelefs terrour. Thofe whp magnify their delights 
are lefs criminal deceivers, yet they raife hopes which 
are fure to be difappointed. It would-be undoubtedly 
beft, if we could fee and hear every thing as it is, that 
nothing might be too anxiouily dreaded^ or too ar« 
4^ntly purfued. 
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Numb. 51. Saturday, 4pH/ 7, 1759- < 

TT has been commonly remarked, that eminent men 
"^ are leaft eminent at home, that bright charafters 
lofe much. of their fplendour at a nearer view, and 
many who fill the world with their fame, excite very 
little reverence among thofe that furround them in 
their domeilick privacies. 

To blame or fufpeft is eafy and natural. When 
the hSt is evident, and the caufe doubtful, fome ac- 
cufation is always engendered between idlenefs and 
• malignity. This difparity of 'general and familiar 
efteem is therefore imputed to hidden vices, and to 
pradices indulged in fecret, but carefully covered 
from the publick eye. 

Vice will indeed always produce contempt. The 
dignity of Alexander^ though nations fell proftrate 
before him, was certainly held in little veneradcm 
by the partakers of his midnight revels, who had 
feen him, in the madnefs of wine, murder his friend^ 
or fet fire to the Perjtan palace at the inftigation oS 
a harlot ; and it is well remembered among us, that 
the avarice of Marlborough kept him in fubjeftion 
to his wife, while he was dreaded by France as her 
conqueror, and honoured by the emperor as his de- 
liverer. 

But though, where there is vice there muft be 
want of reverence, it is not reciprocally true, that 
where there is want of reverence there is always 

vice. 
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vice. That awe which great anions or abilities 
imprefs will be inevitably diminifhed by acquaint- 
ance, though nothing either mean or criminal fhould 
be found. 

Of men, as of every thing elfe, we muft judge 
according to our knowledge. When we fee of a 
hero only his battles, or of a writer only his books, 
we have nothing to allay our ideas of their great- 
nefs. We confider the one only as the guardian of 
his country, and the other only as the inftrudor of 
mankind. We have neither opportunity nor motive 
to examine the minuter parts of their lives, or the 
lefs apparent peculiarities of their charaders; we 
name them with habitual refpe£t, and forget, what 
we ftill continue to know, that they are men like 
other mortals. 

But fuch is the conftitution of the world, that 
much of life muft b^ fpent in the fame manner by 
the wife and the ignorant, the exalted and the low. 
Men, however diftingulihed by external accidents 
or intrinfick qualities, have all the fame wants, the 
fame pains, and, as far as the fenfes are confulted, 
, the fame pleafures. The petty cares and petty 
duties are the fame in every ftation to every under?, 
ftanding, and every hour brings fome occafion on 
which we all fmk to the common level. We are 
all naked till we are drefTed, and hungry till we are 
fed } and the general's triumph, and fage's difputation, 
end, like the humble labours of the fmith or plow- 
man, in a dinner or in fleep. 

Thofjp notions which are to be coUeded by rea- 
fonp io oppofition to the fenfes, will feldom (land 
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forward in the mind, but lie trcafured in the re- 
moter repofitories of memory, to be found only 
when they are fought. Whatever any man may 
have written or done, his precepts or bis valoor 
will fcarccly overbalance the unimportant uniformity 
which runs through his time. We do not eafily con- 
fider him as great, whom our own eyes fcew us 
to be little ; nor labour to keep prefent to our 
thcMights the latent excellences of him who ihares 
with us all our weaknefles and many of otu* follies ; 
who, like us, is delighted with flight amufements, 
bufied with trifling employments, and diilurbed by 
: little vexations. 

Great powers cannot be exerted, but when. great 
jBxigencies make them neceflary. Great exigencies 
can happen but feldom, and therefore thofe quali- 
ties which have a claim to the veneration of man- 
kind, lie hid, for the moft jpart, like fubterranean 
.treafures, over which the foot paflTes as on com- 
mon ground, till necef&ty breaks open the golden 
cavern. 

In the ancient celebration of viftory, a flave was 
vplaced on the triumphal car, by the fide of the ge- 
neral, who reminded him by a ihort fentence, that 
he was a man. Whatever danger there might be 
left a leader, in his paflage to the capitol, fhould 
forget the frailties of his nature, there was furely no 
need of fuch an admonition ; the intoxication could 
not have continued long; he would haiTe been at 
home but a few hours before fome oi his depend- 
ants would have forgot his greatnefs, and fliewn 
him that, notwithftanding his laurels, he was yet a 
man* 

Theie 
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There are fome who try to efcape this domeftick 
degradation, by labouring to appear always wife or 
always great ; but he that drives againft nature, will 
for ever ftrive in vain. To be grave of mien and 
flow of utterance ; to look with folicitude and fpeak 
with hefitation, is attainable at will ; but the fhew of 
wifdom is ridiculous when there is nothing to caufe 
doubt, as that of valour where there is nothing to be 
feared. 

A man who has duly confidered the condition 
of his being, will contentedly yield to the courfe of 
things: he will not pant for diftindkion where dif- 
tinQiion would imply no merit j but though on great 
occafions he may wifli to be greater than others, 
he will be fatisfied in common occurrences not to be 
lefs* 
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Rejponfere cupldtfiihits* HoR.' 

T^HE praftiee of felWenial, dr the forbearance 
of lawful pleafure, has been confidcred by 
almoft every nation, from the rembteft ages, as the 
higheft exaltation of human virtue j and all have 
agreed to pay refpefk and veneration to thofe wha 
abftained from the delights of life^ even when they 
4id not cenfure thofe who enjoy them^ 
V The general voice of mankind, civil and barbarous^ 
confeflfes that the mind and body are at variance^ 
and that neither can be made happy by its proper 
gratifications but at the expence of the other; 
that a pampered body will darken the mind, and 
an enlightened mind will macerate the body. And 
noYie have faliled to confer their efteem on thofe who 
prefer intelleft to fenfe, who controul their lower 
by their higher faculties, and forget the wants and 
defires of animal life for rational difquifitions or pious 
contemplations. 

The earth has fcarcely a <!cmntry fo far advanced 
towards political regularity as to divide the inhabit-^ 
ants into clafles, where fome orders of men or wo- 
men are not diflinguifhed by voluntary feverities, and 
where the reputation of their fandity is not increafed 
in proportion to the rigour of their rules, and the ex- 
a^nels of their performance* 

When 
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^ When an opinion to which there is no temptation 
of interefl; fpreads wide and continues long, it may 
be reafonably prefumed to have been infufed by 
nature or dictated by reafon. It has been oftea 
pbferved that the fi£lions of .impodure, and illufiona 
of fancy, fooU' give way to time and experience ; 
and that nothing keeps its ground but truth, which 
gains every day new influence by new confinna«» 
tion. 

But truth, when it is reduced to praftice, eafily 
becomes fubje£t to caprice and imagination; and 
many particular aSs will be wrong, though their 
general principle be right. It cannot be denied 
that a juft convidion of the reftraint neceflary to 
be laid upon the appetites has produced extra^ 
vagant and unnatural jnodes of mortification, and 
inftitutions, which, however favpurably confidered, 
will be found to violate nature without promoting 
piety. 

But the dofirine of felf-denial is not weakened 
in itfelf by the > errours of thofe who mifinterpret or 
mifapply it ; the encroachment of the appetites 
upon the underftandixjg is hourly perceived ; and 
the (late of thofe, whpm fenfuality has enflaved, is 
known to be in the highefl: degree defpicable and 
wretched. 

The dread of fuch fliameful captivity may juftjiy 
rsdfe alarms, and wifdom will endeavour to keep 
danger at a diftance. By timely caution and fufp^* 
cious vigilance thofe defires may be repreflcd, to 
which indulgence would foon give abfolute. do- 
minion J thofe enemies may be overcome, which* 
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when they have been a while accuftomed to triftory, 
can no longer be refifted. 

Nothing is more fatal to happinefs or virtue, than 
that confidence which flatters ns with an opinion 
of our own ftrength, and, by afluring us of the 
power of retreat, precipitates us into hazard. Some 
may fafely venture farther than others into the 
regions of delight, lay thcmfelves more open to 
the golden fhafts of pleafare, and advance nearer 
to the refidence of the Syrens ; but he that is beft 
armed with conftancy and reafon is yet vulnerable 
in one part or other j and to every man there is a 
point fixed, beyond which, if he paffes, he witt 
not eafily return. It is certainly moft wife, as it 
is moft fafe, to ftop before he touches the utmoft 
fimit, fince every ftep of advance will- more and 
more entice him to go forward, till he fhall at 
Jaft enter into the receffes of voluptaoufnefs, and 
floth and defpondency clofe the pafiage behind 
him. 

To deny early and inflexibly, is the only art of 
checking the importunity of defire, and of preferving 
quiet and innocence.' Innocent gratifications muft be 
fometimes withheld j he that complies with all lawful 
defires will certainly lofe his empire over himfelf, and 
in time either fubmit his reafon to his wiflies, and 
think all his defires lawful, or difmifs his reafon as 
troublefome and intrufive, and refolve to fnatch what 
he may happen to wiffi, without inquiring about right 
^d wrong. 

No man, whofe appetites are his mafters, can 
perform the duties of his nature with ftri&nefs and 

regularity; 
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t-egularity j he that would be fuperiotir to external 
influences mufl; firft become fuperiour to his own 
jpaSions. 

When the Roman general^ fitting at fupper with 
& plate- of turnips befoi^ him, was folicited by 
large prefents to betray his truft, he alked the 
xneflengers, whether he that could fup on turnips 
vras a man likely to fell his own coimtry ? Upon hinv 
who hzt reduced his fenfes to obedience, temptation 
has loft its power ; he is able to attend impartially 
to virtue, and execute her commands without he. 
Station* 

To fet the mind above the appetites id the end of 
abftinence, which one of the Fathers obferves to be 
not a virtue, but the ground-work of virtue. By for- 
bearing to do what may innocently be done, we may 
add hourly new vigour to refoliition, and fecure the 
power of refiftance when pleafure or intereft (hall lend 
thdr charms to guilt. 



Vol. VII. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^i«f THE IDLER, N-53^ 



Nl^MB- 53^ SAtimDAY, Afnl 21^ 1759. 



To the IDLER* 



SIR, 



T HAVE a wife that keq)S good company. Yon 
kiiow that the word good varies its meaning 
according to the value fet upon different quatkies 
ia different pl^es. To be a good man ib a col* 
lege> is to be lisamedj in a c:^rap, to be brpivei 
and in the city, to be rich^ By gopd cqn^papx^ 
the place which I have the misfortune to.inhab^ 
we underiland not only thofe from whom any goo4 
can be learned, whether wifdom or virtue; or by 
whom any good can be conferred, whether profit or 
reputation. Good company is the company of 
thofe whofe birth is high, and whofe riches are 
great ; or of thofe whom the rich and noble admit 
to familiarity. 

I am a gentleman of a fortune by no means exu- 
berant, but more than equal to the wants of my 
family, and for fome years equal to our defires. 
My wife, who had never been accuftomed ta 
fplendour, joined her endeavours to mine in the 
fuperintendance of our oeconomy; we lived in 
decent plenty, and were not excluded from moderate 
Ipleafures* 

' ' I Bttt 
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But flight caufeg produce great effefts* AU mjr 
happinefs has been deftroyed by change of place; 
virtue is too often merely local ; in fome (ttuations 
the air difeafes the body, and in others poifons the 
mind. Being obliged to remove my habitation, I 
was led by my evil genius to a convenient houfe 
in a ftreet where mkny of the nobility refide< We 
had fcarcely ranged our furniture, and aired our 
rooms, when my wife began to grow difcontentedy 
and to bonder what the neigbbbiH-s would think 
wh^n they faw fo few chairs and chariots at her 
door. 

Her acquaintance, who came to fee her from the 
quarter that we had left, mortified her without 
dedgn, by continual inquiries about the ladies 
wfaofe honfes they viewed from our windows. She 
was aOiamed to confds that ihe had no intercourse 
with them, and fbeltered her diftrefs under general 
anfwers, which always tended to raife fufpicion that 
file knew more than (he woiitd tell; but (he was 
often reduced to difficulties, when the courfe of 
talk introduced queilions about the furniture or 
omstments of their houf(^s, which, when flie could 
get no intelligence, fhe was forced to pafs flightly 
ov^, as things which (he faw Ho often that fiie never 
miaded thenu 

To all thcfe vexatiojns (he was refolved to pttt 
^ end, and redoubled her vifits to thofe few of 
her friends who vifited thofe who kept good com- 
pany ; and, if ever &e met a lady of quality, forced 
heirfetf into notice by refped and adiduity. Her 
Ofkanoes wtre gefimiiy rejedled; and (he heard 

Pa them. 
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them, as they went down flairs, talk how fome crea« 
tures put themfelves forward. 

She was not difcouraged, but crept forward from 
pi>e to another; and, as perfeverance will do great 
things, fapped her way unperceived, till, unexpe&edly, 
fhe appeared at the card-table of lady Biddy Porpoi/ej 
a lethargick virgin of feventy-(ix, whom all the fami. 
lies in the next fquare vifited very pun^ually when 
file was not at home. 

This was the firil flep of that elevatioH to which 
my wife has fmce afcended. For five months fhe had 
no name in her mouth but that of lady Biddy^ who^ 
let the world fay what it would, had a fine under- 
ftanding, and fuch a command of her temper, thati^ 
whether fhe won or loft, fhe flept over her card^.. 

At lady Biddy^s fhe met with lady Tawdry^ whofc 
favour fhe gained by eflimating her ear-rings, which 
were counterfeit, at twice the value of real diamonds; 
When fhe bad once entered two houfes of diflin£lion^ 
flie was eafily admitted into more, and in ten weeks 
had all her time anticipated by parties and engage* 
ments. Every morning ihe is befpoke, in the funw 
mer, for the gardens; in the winter, for a fale^ 
every afternoon fhe has vifits to pay, and every nighl;; 
brings an inviolable appointment, or an aflembly 
in which the befl company in the town were^to 
appear. 

Tou will eafily imagine that much of my do- 
meflick comfort is withdrawn. ^ I never fee my wife 
but in the hurry of preparation, or the languor of 
wekrinefs. To drefs and to undrefs is almofl her 
whole bufmefs in private, and the fervants take ad^ 

vantage 
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vantage of her negligence to increafe expence. 
But I can fupply her omiflions by my own dili- 
gence, and fliouid not mucJi regret this new courfe 
of life, if it did nothing more than transfer to me 
the care of our accounts. The changes which it 
has made are more vexatious. My wife has no 
longer the*ufe of her underftanding. She has no 
rule of a£flon but the faihion. She has no opinion 
but that of the people of quality. She has no lan- 
guage but the dialed of her own fet of company. 
She hates and admires in humble imitation ; and 
echoes the words charming and detejlahle without con- 
fulting her own perceptions. 

, If for a few minutes we fit down together, fhe 
entertains me with the repartees of lady Cackle^ or 
the converfation of lord Whiffler and Mifs ^uick; 
and wonders to find me receiving with indif- 
ference fayings which put all the company into 
laughter. 

By her old friends fhe is no longer very willing 
to be feen^ but fhe mufl not rid herfelf of them all 
at once; and i$ fometimes furprifed by her befl 
^ifitants in company which fhe would not fhew, 
and cannot hide ; but, from the moment that a 
councefs enters, fhe takes care neither to hear nor 
fee them: they foon find themfelves negleded, 
and retire ; and fhe tells her ladyfhip that they are 
fomehow related at a great diftance, and that, as 
they are good fort of people, fhe cannot h^ rude to 
them. 

As, by this ambitious imion with thofe that are 
above her, fhe is always forced upon difadvanta- 

P 5 geous 
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geous comparifons of her condition with theirs, flic 
has a conilant fource of mifery within ; and nerec re- 
turns from glittering aflemblies and magnificent ajort- 
ments but ihe growls out her difcontent, and wonders 
why ihe was doomed to fo indigent a fls^te* Whe^ 
|he attends the duchefs to a fale, ihe always fees fome- 
thing that ihe cannot buy^ and, that i^ may nqt 
feem who)ly infignificant, £he will fometimes venture 
to bid, and often make acquiiitions which i^e did not 
want at prices which ihe' cannot affoird. 

What adds (o all this uneaiinefs is, that thk cki 
pence is without ufe, and this vanity without honour § 
ihe forfcdkes houfes where ihe might be courted, for 
thofe where ihe is only fuffered f her equals are daily 
made her enemieS;^ and her fuperiours will never be hor 
friends, 

I aoj, 3IR| yoijrs, &c. 
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\ f^ /itf IDLEiU . 

SIR, 
^^OU have lately entertained your admirers with 
the cafe of an unfortunate hufband, and thereby 
given a demonftrative proof you are not averfe even 
to hear appeals and terminate differences between man 
and wife J I therefore take the Kberty to prefent you 
with the cafe of an injured lady, which, as it chiefly, 
relates to what I think the lawyers call a point of law, 
I fliall do Jn asjuridical a mspiner as I am capable, 
and fubmit it to the confideration of the learned gen* 
tlemen of ihit profeflion. 

Imprimis. In the ftyle of my marriage articles, a 
marriage was bad and folemntTiedj about fix months 
ago, between me and Mr. Savecharges^ a gentleman 
poflefled of a plentiful fortune of his own, and one 
who, I was perfuaded, would improve, and not fpend, 
mine. 

Before our marriage, Mr. Savecharge^ had all along 
preferred the falutary exercife of walking on foot to 
the diftempered eafe, as he terms it, of lolling in a 
chariot; but, notwith (landing his fine panegyricks • 
on walkingi the great adv2^ntages the infantry were 
in the fote pofieflion of, and the many dreadful 
daggers they efcaped, he found I had very different 

P 4 notions 
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notions of an equipage, and was not eafily to be con- 
verted, or gained over to his party, . 

An equipage I was determined to have, whenever . 
I married. I too well knew the difpofition of my 
intended confort to leave the providing one entirely 
to bis honour, and flatter myfelf Mr. Save^kargfs 
has, in the articles made previous to our marriage, 
agreed to keep me a coach ; but^ left I fhould be mif. 
taken, or the attorneys fhould not have done me 
juftice in methodizing or legalizing thefe half dozen 
words, I will fet about and tranfcribe that part ot 
the agreement, which will explain the matter to you 
much better than can be done by one who is fo 
deeply interefted in /the event; and fhew on what 
foundation I build my hopes of being foon under the 
tranfporting, delightful denomination of a faihionablq 
lady, who enjoys the exalted and much-i^nvied felicity 
of bowling about in her own coach. 

- " And further the faid Solomon Savefbargesj for 
^* divers good caufes and confiderations him here-^ 
^ unto moving, hath agreed, and doth hereby 
*« agree, that the faid Solomon Sawcbarge^ (hall and 
** will, fo foon as conveniently may be ^ter the fo- 
*^ lemnization of the faid intended marriage, at his 
*' 9wn proper cpft ^nd gharges, find and provide a 
** certain vehicle or fotff-wheel carriage^ comir^only 
*^ calleU or known by the name^of a coach ; which faid 
<* vehicle or wheel-carriage^ fo called or Ijtnown by 
^^ tfie name of a coach, fhall be ujid and enjoyed by 
** the faiS Sukey Modijhy his intended wife,'* [pray 
mind that, Mr. Idler,'] " at fuch times and in fuch 
^« manner as fhe the faid Sukey Modijb ihall think fit 
^* and convenient/* * 

Such, 



Digitized by 



Google 



N^54- THE IDLER. 217 

Such, Mr. Idler^ is the agreement my paffionate 
admirer entered into ; and what the dear frugal 
hujband calls a performance of it remains to be de- 

> fcribed. Soon after the ceremony of figning and 
fealing was over, our wedding-clothes being fent 
home, and, in fhort, every thing in readinefs except 

^he coach, my own fhadow was fcarcely more conftant 
than my paiSoiiate lover in his attendance on me : 
wearied by his perpetual importunities for what he 
called a completion of his blifs, I confented to make 
bim happy; in a few days I gave him my hand, 
and, attended by Hymen in his faffron robes, retired 
to a country-feat of my hujfband's, where the honey* 
moon flew over our heads ere we had time to re- 
coiled ourfelves, or think of our engagements in 
town. Well, to town we came, and you may be 
fare^ Sir, I expeded to ftep into 4iiy coach on my 
arrival here ; but, what was my furprife and difap* 
pointment, whan, inftead of this, he began to foimd 
in my ears '' That the intereft of money was low, 
very lowj and what a terrible thing it was to be 
incumbered with a little regiment of fervants in 
thefe hard times !" I could eafily perceive what all 
this tended to, but woqld not feem to underftand 
him ; which made it highly neceffary for Mr. Save- 
charges to ecplain bimfelf more intelligibly ; to harp 
upon and proteft he dreaded the expence of keeping 
a coach. And truly, for bis part, he could not 
(onc^ve how the pleafure refulting from fuch a 
convenience could be any way adequate to the 
heavy expence attendmg it. I now thought it high 
.time to fpeak with equal plainnefs, and told him, as 
^(S fortune I brought iairly entitled me to ride in 

my 
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my own coach, and as I was fenfible his drcumibnces 
would very well afford it, he muft. pardon me if I iiu 
fitted on a performance of his agreement. 

I appeal . to you, Mn Idler ^ whether any thmg 
could be more civil, more coiAplaifant, thin this ^ 
And, would you believe it, the creature in return, a 
few days after, accofled me, in an offended tone, 
with, ^' Madam, V can now tell you your coach is^ 
^^ ready; and^ fmce you are fo paffionately fond of 
" one, I intend you the honour of keeping a pair of 
*^ hotfes.^*-You infifted upon havmg an article (A 
*• pin-money, and horfes are no, pa^t of my agree* 
** ment/^ Bafe, defigning wret<ih !— 41 beg ^mr par- 
don, Mr. Idler J the very recital of fuch mean, ui^en* 
tleman-like behaviour fires my blood, and lights up a 
flame within me. But hence, thou wc^ft of monfters, 
ilUtimed Rage, and let me not fpoil my caufe hr 
want of temper. 

Now/ though I am tonvinced I might make a 
worJfe ufe of part of the pin-money, than by exr 
tending my bounty towards the fupport of fo ufeful 
a part of the brute creation ; yet, like a true-bom 
Engliihwbman, I am fo tenacious of my rights andf 
privileges, and moreover fo good a friend to the 
gentlemen of the law, that I proteffi, Mr. Mler^ 
fooner than tamely give up the point, and be 
quibbled out of my right, I will receive my pin^ 
money, as it were, with one hand, and pay it to them 
with the other ; provided they will give me, or, which 
is the fame thing, my truftees, encouragement to 
commence a fuk agaiAft this dear, frugal hufband of 
mine^ 

• An4 
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And of this I can't have the leaft fliadow of doubt, 
jnafmuch as I haie been told by very good authority, 
it is fome way or other laid down as a rule, *^ * That 
*^ vfben^ver the law doth give any thing to one^ it 
*^ giveth impliedly whatever i^ neceflary for the ts^ng 
** and enjoying the fame." Now, 1 would gladly 
know what enjoyment I, or any lady in the kingdom, 
can have of a coach without horfes ? The anfwer is 
obvious — ^None at all! For, as Seij. Cattyne very 
wifely obferves, ^* Thbugh a; coach ha* wheels^ to 
^^ the end it may thereby and by virtue thereof be 
^c ei^bled to move ; yet, kk pomt of utility, it may as 
^^ well have none,, if they are not put in motion hj 
^^ means of its vitaji parts, that is, the horfes«'' 

And therefore. Sir, I humbly hope you and the 
learned in the law will be of opinion, that two certain 
aiumals, or quadruped creatures, coo^m^y called ot 
known by the name of horfes, ought to be annexed 
to, and go along with, the coach. 

SUKEY SaVECHAROBS f^ 
* Coke on {itlletoa. -^ An unknown corrcfpondent. 
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Numb. 55. Saturday, Ma?/ 5, 1759- 
To the IDLER. 

Mr. Idler, 

T HAVE taken the liberty of laying before you my 
"■^ complaint, and of defiring advice or confolation 
with the greater confidence, becaufe I bt.-eve many 
cither writers have fuflFered the fame indignities with 
myfelf, and hope my quarrel will be regarded by you 
and your readers as the commod caufe of literature. 

Having been long a ftudent, I thought myfelf quai. 
lified in time to become an author. My inquiries 
have been much diverfified and far extended, and, not 
finding my genius direfting me by irrefiftible impulfe 
to any particular fubjecl, I deliberated three years 
which part of knowledge to illuftrate by my labours. 
Choice is more often determined by accident than by 
reafon : I walked abroad one morning with a curious 
lady, and, by her inquiries and obfervations, was in- 
cited to write the natural hiftory of the county in 
Vhich I refide. 

Natural hiftory is no work for one that loves his 
chak or his bed. Speculation may be purfued on 
a foft couch, but nature muft be' obferved in the 
open air. I have collefted materials with indefa- 
tigable pertinacity. I have gathered glow-worms 
in the evening, and fnails in the morning; I have 
feen the daify clofe and open j I have heard the owl 

ihriek 
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Ihriek at midnight, and hunted infeds in the heat of 
noon. 

Seven years I was employed in colle£ling animals 
and vegetables, and then found tljat my defign was 
yet imperfed* The fubterranean treafures of the 
place had been paiTed unobferved, and another year 
was :to be fpent in mines and coaUpits. What I 
had already done fupplied a fufEcient motive to do 
more. I acquainted myfelf with the black inhabit- 
ants of metallic caverns, and, in defiance of damps 
and floods, wandered through the gloomy labyrinths, 
and gathered foffils from every fiffure. 

At laft I began to write, and, as I finiflied any fee- 
tion of my book, read it to fuch of my friends as were 
moft feilful in the matter which it treated. None of 
them were fatisfied ; one difliked the difpofition of the 
parts, another the colours of the ftyle ; one advifed 
me to enlarge, another to abridge. I refolved to read 
no more, but to take my own way and write on, for 
by confultation I only perplexed my thoughts and re-' 
tarded my work. 

The book was at lad finifhed, and I did not 
doubt but my labour would be repaid by profit, and 
my ambition fatisfied with honours. I confidered 
that natural hiftory is neither temporary nor local, 
and that, though I limited my inquiries to my own 
country, yet every part of the earth ha3 produftions 
common to all the reft. Civil hiftory may be par- 
tially ftudied, the revolutions of one nation may be 
neglefted by another j but after that, in which all 
have an intereft, all muft be inquifitive. No man 
can. have funk fo far into ftupidity as not to con- 
fider the properties of the ground on which he 

2 walks. 
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Walks^ of the plants on which be feeds, or the animalf 
that delight his ear^ or amufe his eye ; and therefore 
I computed that uriivierfai curiofity would tall for 
many editions of my book, and that in five years I 
ihould gain fifteen thonfand pounds by the fale of 
thirty thoufimd copies. 

When I began to write, I infured the boufe ; and 
fuffered the utmoft folic|tude when I entrufted my 
book to the carriier, though I had fecured it againft 
mifchances by lodging two tranfcripts in diflferenf 
places. At my arrival, I expe^ed that the patrons 
of learning would contend for the honour of a dedi* 
cation, and refolved to maintain the dignity of let- 
ters by a haughty contempt of pecuniary folidu^ 
tions. . , 

I took lodgings near the houfe of the Ropl Society, 
and expeded every morning a lafit from, the prefideat. 
I walked in the Park, and wondered that I overheard 
no mentioii of the great naturalift. At laft I viiited a 
noble ^arl, and told him of my work : he anfwered, 
that he was under an engagement never to fubfcribe; 
I wias. angry to have that refufed which I did not mean 
to aik, and concealed my deiign of making him im-^ 
mortaL I went next day to another, and, in rdeiit- 
ment of my late affront, offered to prefix his name to 
my new book. He faid, coldly, that he did not tm* 
der/iand thofe things ; another thought there were toe 
many hooks ; and another ., would 4atk ivith me %vhe^ 
the races were ovir. 

Being amazed to find a ma;n cf learning fo ini 
decently flighted, I refolved to indulge the philo. 
fbphical pride of retirement and independence. I 
then fent to lome of the principal bo<>kfeUers thi 
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pb& of my book) and befpoke a large room in the 
next Uvem, that 1 might more commodioufiy fee 
tibem ipgether, and enjoy the conteft, while they 
i^rere outbidding one another* . I drank my coffee^ 
and yet nobody was come ; at laft. I receited ar 
note from one, tp tell jne that he was going out 
of town; and from another, that natural hiftory 
was out of his way. At lad; there came a grave 
man, who defired to fee the work, andi without 
opening it, told me, that a book of that fize wotdd 
never d(k 

I then condefcended to ftep into fhops, and men-^ 
tion my work to the mafters. Some never dealt 
wkh authors; others had their hsmds full ; fome 
never had known fuch a dead time ; others had loft 
by ail that diey bad publiflied for the laft twelve- 
moBih# One offered to print nty work, if I could 
proanre fubtcriptions for five hundred, and would 
allow me two hundred copies for my property. I 
loft my patience, and gave him a kick ; for which he 
has.jmdtded me. ; 

I can eafily perceive that there is a combination 
among > them to defeat my eitpedations ; and I find 
it £b general, diot I ap fure it muft have been long 
concerted. I fuppofe fome of my friends, to wbdin 
I md the firft part, gave notice of my defign, and,' 
pobapa* fold the treacherous intelligence at a higher 
price than the fraudulence of trade will now allow mc 
for my book- 
Inform, me, Mf. Ukr^ what I inuft do;' where, 
ihuft kobwiedge'andinduftry find their recompence,' 
thus negle£ted by the high^ and cheated by the 
low? li^medmes refolve to priQt my book at my< 

own 
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own ckpencCj and, like the Sibyl, double the price 9 
and fometimes am tempted, in emulation of Raleigh^ 
to throw it into the fire, and leave this fordid genera- 
tion to the curfes of pofterity. Tell me, dear Idkr^ 
what I (hail do. 

1 am, SIR, &€. 



Numb. 56. Satuhday, Ma^/ 21, 1759. 

HTHERE 18 fuch difference between the piirfuits of 
men, that one part of the inhabitants of a great 
city lives to little other purpofe than to wonder at the 
reft. Some have liopes and fears, wiflies and aver^ 
(ions, which never enter into the thoughts df others^ 
and inquiry is laborioufly exerted to gain that which 
tho^ who poflefs it are ready to throw away# 

To thofe who are accuftomed to value every things 
by its ufe, and have no fuch fuperfluity of time or 
money as may prompt them to unnatural wants or 
capricious emulations, nothing appears more improba^ 
ble or extravagant than the love of curiofities, or that 
defire of accumulating trifles, which diftinguiflies many: 
by whom no other diftin&ion could have ever been 
obtained. 

He that has lived without knowing to whag 
height defire may be iraifed by vanity, with what 
Capture baubles are fnatched out of the hands of 
rival coUedors, how the eagemefe of one raiCe». 
eagemefs in another, and one worthlefir purchafe 
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makes a fecond neceflary, may, by paffing a few hours 
at an auftion, learn more than can be (hewn by many 
volumes of maxims or eflays. 

The advertifement of a file is a fignal which 
at once puts a tboufand hearts in motion^ and 
b^-ings contenders from every part to the fcene of 
diftribution. He that had refolved to buy no 
more,, feels his conftancy fubduedj there is now 
fomething in the catalogue which completes his 
cabinet, and which he was never before able to 
find. He whofe fober reflexions inform him^ that 
of adding coUedion to colledion there is no end, 
and that it is wife to leave early that which mufl: 
be left imperfed' at laft, yet cannot with-hold him- 
felf from coming to fee what it is that brings fo 
many together, and when he comes is foon over- 
powered by his habitual pafEon ; he is attra£tedi by 
rarity,- feduced by example, and inflamed by com- 
petition* 

While the ftores of pride and happinefs are fur- 
veyed, one looks with longing eyes and gloomy 
countenance on that which he defpairs to gain from 
a richer bidder; another keeps his eye with care 
ftom fettling too long on that which he mod ear- 
neftly defires ; and another, with more art than virtue, 
depreciates that which he values mo{t, in hope to have 
it at an eafy rate. 

The novice is often furprized to fee what mi- 
nute and unimportant difcriminatiotis increafe or 
diminifli value. . An irregular contortion of a tur- 
binated (hell, which common eyes pafs unregarded, 
will ten times treble its price in the imagination of 

Vol. VII. q^ philo- 
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philofoph'ers. Beauty is far from operating upon coU 
I^dors as upon low and vulgar minds, even where 
beauty might be thought the only quality that could 
deferve notice. Among the fbells that pleafe by their 
variety of colours, if one can be found accidentally 
deformed by a cloudy fpot, it is boafted as the pride 
of the colledion. China is fometimes purehafed fof 
little lefs than its weight in gold, only becaufe it h 
old, though neither lefs brittle, nbr better painted, 
than the modem ; iand brown china is caught tip \vith 
iecftafy, though no reafon can be imagined for which 
It fhould be preferred to common veflels of common 
day. 

The fate of prints and coins is equally inexplicable^ 
Some prints are treafured up as ineftimably valtiable, 
becaufe the impreffion was made before the plate was 
fini(hedi» Of coins the price rifes not from the purity 
of the metal, the excellence of the workmanfhip, tiie 
elegance of the legend, or the chronological ufe. A 
piece, of which neither the infcription can be read, 
nor the face diftinguilhed, if there remain of it but 
enough to fliew that it is rare, will be fought by con- 
tending nations^ and dignify the treafury in which it 
Ihall be fhewn. 

Whether this curiofity, fo barren of immediate 
advantage, and fo liable to depravation, does more 
harm or good, is not eafily decided. Its harm is 
apparent at the firft view. It fills the mind with 
trifling ambition; fixes the attention upon things 
which have feldom any tendency towards virtue or 
wifdom ; employs iii idle enquiries the time that is 
given for better piirpofes ; and often ^^s in mcsta 
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and diflionefl: prafiiices, when defire increafes by induL 
gence beyond the power of honeft gratification. 

Thefe are the effefts of curiofity in excefs j but what 
pafiion in excefs will not become vicious ? All indi& 
iferent qualities and pradtices are bad if they ate com* 
pared with thofe which are good, and good if they 
are oppofed to thofe that are bad. The pridg or the 
|)leafure of making colleQdons, if it be reftrained by 
prudence and morality, produces- a pileafing remiffion 
after more laborious ftudies ; furniflies ah amufement 
not whdUy unpibfitable for that part of life, the gfeat- 
-er part of many lives, which would otherwife! be loft 
in idlenefs or vice ; it produces an ufeful traffick be- 
tween the induftry df indigence and the curiofity of 
wealth ; it brings matiy things to notice that would be 
•neglefted, and> by fixing the thoughts upon intelleo* 
tuai pleafures, refifts the natural encrbachmeats (sf 
fenfuality, and maintains the mindjn her lawiul fdpe* 
priority. / ' ^ « 
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Numb. 57- Saturday, Mat/ 19, 1759. 



T)RUD£NC£ is of more frequent ufe than any 
other intelledual quality ; it is exerted on flight 
occaiions, and called into ad by the curfory buiinefs 
of common life. 

Whatever is univerfally neceflary, has been granted 
to mankind on eafy terms. Prudence, as it is always 
wanted, is without great difficulty obtained. It re« 
quireg neither extenfive view nor profound fearch, but 
forces itfdf, by fpontaneous impulfe, upon a mind 
neither great nor bufy, neither engroffed by vaft de. 
figQS, nor diftraded by multiplicity of attention. 

Prudence operates on life in the (ame numner as 
rules on compoiitioH : it produces vigilance rather than 
elevation, rather prevents lofs than procures advantage ; 
and often efcapes mifcarriages, but feldom reaches ei- 
ther power or honour. It quenches that ardour of 
enterprize, by which every thing is done that can claim 
praife or admiration ; and reprefles that generous te* 
merity which often fails and often fucceeds. Rules 
may obviate faults, but can never confer beauties; 
and prudence keeps life fafe, but does not often make 
it happy. The world is not amazed wuh prodigies 
of excellence, but when wit tramples upon rules, and 
inagnanimity breaks the chains of prudence. 

One of the moft prudent of all that have fallen 
within my obfervation, is my old companion Sopbrm^ 
who has paifed through the world in quiet, by per- 
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petual adherence to a few plain maxims, and wonders 
how contention and dillrefs can fo often happen. 

The firfl: principle of Sopbron is to run no hatardt. 
Though he loves money, he is of opinion, that fruga- 
lity is a more certain fource of riches than induftry. 
It is to no purpofe that any profpeft of large profit is 
let before him ; he believes little about futurity, and 
does hot love CO truft his', money out of his fight, for 
nobody knows what may happen. He .has a fmali 
eftate, which he lets at the old rent^ becaufe // is beU 
Ur to have a little than nothing ; but he rigorouily de^ 
mands payment on the dated day, for he that cannot 
pay one quarter cannot pay two. If he is told of any 
improvements in agriculture, he likes the old way, has 
pbferved that changes very feldom anfwer expectation^ 
is of opinion that our forefathers knew how to till the 
ground as well as we ; and concludes with an argu« 
ment that nothing can overpower, that the expence of 
planting and fencing is immediate, and the advantage 
diftant, and that he is no wife man who will quit a cer^ 
taintyfor an uncertainty. 

Another of Sophronh rules is, to mind no hujinefs but 
his own. In the ftate he is of no party ; but hears 
and fpeaks of publick affairs with t£e fame coldnef^ as^ 
of the adminiftration of fome ancient republick. If 
any flagrant a& of fraud or oppreilion is mentioned, 
he h6pes that all is not true that is told: if mifcondud 
or corruption puts the nation in a flame, he hopes 
that every man means well. At elections h^ leaves his 
dependants to their own choice, and declines to vote 
himfelf, for every candidate is a good man, whftnkl^ 
is unwilling tQ oppofe or ofiiend. 
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» Xf«'difpQtes liappea among' his neighbours^ he ob* 
ferves an invstriable and cold neutrality. His - pun&u-i 
ality has gained him the reputation of honefty^ and 
his caution that of w^om ; and few would refufe to 
refer their claims to his award* He might have 
prevented mnny expenfive law-fuits, and quenched 
many a feud in its firil £noke ; but always refufes the 
office of arbitration, becaufe he mud decide againft one 
or the other, 

Witb the affairs of ot^r families he is always 
unacquainted. He feies eftates bought and fold^ 
fquandered and increafed, without praiiing the eco- 
nomift, or cenfuring the fpendthrift. He never 
€ouns the riiing, left they fhoujid fall ; nor infults 
the fallen, left they fhould rife again. Hb cautkm 
had the appearance of virtue, and all who do not 
want his help praife his benevolence ; but, if any 
man folicits his aifiiknce, he has juft fent away all 
his money; and, when the petitioner is gone, de« 
clares^ to his family that he is forry for his misfor« 
tunes, has always looked upon him with particular 
^indnefs, and therefore could not lend him money, 
left he (hould deftroy their friendfliip by the neceifity 
of enforcing payment. 

Of domeftick misfortunes he has never beard* 
When he is told the hundredth time of a gentle- 
man's daughter who has manied the coachman, he 
lifts up his hands with aftonifhment, for he always 
thought her a very fober girl. When nuptial quar« 
fels, after having filled the country with talk and 
Jftughter, at laft end in feparation, he never can con* 
ceive how it happened) for he lool^ed upon them as a 
h^ppy couple. 

If 
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If his advice is alked, he never gives any paiticular 
direfUon, becaufe events are uncertain, and he will 
bring no blame upon himfelf ; but he takes the con- 
fulter tenderly by the hand, tells him he makes his 
cafe his own, and advifes him not to ad rafhly, but to 
weigh the reafons on both fides ; obferves; that a man 
may be as eaiily too hafty as too flow, and that as 
many fail by doing top much as too little; < that a wife 
man bos two ears and one tongue \ and tifat little /aid is 
Joon amended \ that he could tell him this and thati^ 
but that after all every man is the bed judge of hi^ 
own affairs. 

With this fome are fatisfied, and go home with gr^at 
reverence of SopbrorC^ wifdom ; and none are offend- 
ed, becaufe every one is left in full poffeflion of his 
own opinion. 

Sopbron gives no charadi^rs. It is equally vain to 
tell him of vice and virtue ^ for he has remarked, that 
no man likes to be cenfured, and that very few ara 
delighted with the praifes of another^ He tias ^ few 
terms which he ufes to aU ahke. With refpeft to for- 
tune, hp believes every family to be in good circum- 
flances ; he never exalts any underflanding by lavifli 
praife, yet he meets with hone but very fenfible 
people. Every man is honed and hearty ; and every 
woman is a good creature. 

Thus Sopbron creeps along, neither loved nor hated, 
neither favoured nor oppofed : he has never attempt- 
ed to grow rich, for fear of growing poor ; and has 
raifed no friepds,! for fear of making enemies* 
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Numb. 58. Saturday, May 26, 1759. 



TpLEAStJRE is very feldom found where it is 
fought. Our brighteft blazes of gladnefs are 
commonly kindled by unexpefted fparks. The flow* 
trs which fcatter their odours from time to time in 
the paths of life, grow up without culture from feeds 
fcattered by chance. 

Nothing is more hopelcfs than a fcheme of merri- 
ment. Wits and humourifts are brought together 
from diftant quarters by preconcerted invitations i 
they come attended by their admirers, prepared to 
jaugh and to applaud ; they gaze a while on each 
bther, alhamed to be fitent, and afraid to fpeak; 
every man is difcontented with himfelf, grows angry 
with thofe that give him p^in, and refolves that he 
will contribute nothing to the merriment of -fuch 
worthlefs company. Wine inflames the general ma* 
lignity, and changes fullennefs to petulance, till at iaft 
none can bear any longer the prefence of the reft. 
They retire to vent their indignation in fafer places, 
where they are heard with attention ; their importance 
is refiored, they recover their good humour, and glad- 
den the night with wit and jocularity. 

Merriment is always the eflfeft of a fudden im- 
preflfion. The jeft which is expected is already de- 
ft royed. 1 he moft aftive imagination will be fome- 
times torpid under the frigid influence of melancholy, 

and 
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and fometimes occafions will be wanting to tempt the 
mind, however volatile, to fallies and cxcurfions. 
Nothing was ever faid with uncommon felicity, but by 
the co-operation of chance ; and, therefore, wit as 
well as valour muft be content to fhare its honours 
with fortune. 

All other pleafures are equally uncertain ; the 
general remedy of uneafmefs is change of place; 
almoft every one has fome journey of pleafure in 
his mind, with which he flatters his expeSation. 
He that travels in theory has no inconvenience ; he 
has (hade and funfhine at his difpofal, and, wherever 
ke alights, finds tables of plenty and looks of gaiety. 
Thefe ideas are indulged till the day of departure 
larrives, the chaife is called, and the progrefs of hap- 
pSnefs begins. 

~ A few miles teach him the fallacies of imagina- 
tion. The road is dufty, the air is fultry, the horfes 
are fluggifli, and the poftillion brutal. He longs 
for the time of dinner, that he may eat and reft. 
The inn is crowded,- his orders are negle&ed, and 
nothing remains but that he devour in hafte what 
the cook has fpoiled, and drive on in queft of bet- 
ter entertainment. He finds at night a more com, 
modious houfe, but the bed is always worfe than he 
expefted. 

He at laft enters his native province, and re- 
folves to feaft his mind with the converfation of his 
old friends, and the recoUedion of juvenile fro- 
Ucks. He ftops at the houfe of his friend, whom 
he defigns to overpower with pleafure by the unex- 
pe&ed interview. He is not known till he tells his 
name, and revives the memory of himfelf by a gra- 

dual 



Digitized by 



Google — 



^34 THE IDLER* N°5»* 

dual expJanatiQp,. He k then colcUy received add 
ceremonioufly feafted. He haftes away to another^ 
Yfhom his a^airs have called to a diftant place, and, 
having feen the empty houfe, goes away difgufted, by 
a difappointment which could not be intended becaufe 
it could not be forefeen. At the next houfe he finds 
every face clquded with misfortune, -and is regarded 
with malevolence as an unreafpnali^le intruder, wha 
comes not to vifn but to infult them. , 

It is feldom that we find either men ox places fuch 
as we expeft them. He that has pifture.d a profpeft 
upon his fancy, will .receive little pleafure from his 
eyes ; he that has anticipated the converfation of ^ 
wit, will wonder to what prejudice he owes bis repu-* 
tation. Yet it is neceflary to hope, though hope 
ihould always be deluded ; for hope itfelf is happinefs, 
and its fruftrations, however frequent, are yet kis 
dreadful than its extindion* 
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Numb, 59- Satukday, June 2, 1759; 



TN the common enjoyments of life, \ro cannot very 
-*" liberally indulge the prefent hour, but by antici* 
pating part of the pleafure ixrhich might have relieved 
the tedioufnefs of another day ; and any uncommon 
exertion of ftrength, or perfeverance in labour, is fuc^ 
ceeded by a long interval of languor and wearinefs* 
T^batever advantage we fnatch beyond the certain 
portion allotted us by nature, is like money fpent be- 
fore it is due, which, at the time of regular payment,^ 
will be miffed and regretted. 

Fame, like all other things which are fuppofed to 
giv^ or to increafe happinefs, is difpenfed with the 
fame equality of diftribution. He that is loudly 
praifed will be clamoroufly cenfured; he that rifes 
haftily into fame will be in danger of finking fuddenly 
into oblivion^ 

Of many writers who filled their age with wonder, 
and whofe names we find celebrated in the books of 
their contemporaries, the works are now no longer to 
be feen, or are feen only amidft the lumber of libra- 
ries which are feldom vifited, where they lie only to 
(hew the deceitfulnefs of hope, and the uncertainty of 
honour^ 

Of the decline of reputation many caufes may be 
affigned. It is commonly loil becaufe it never was 
de&rved ; and was conferred at firfl:, not by the fuf^ 
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frage of criticifm, but by the fondnefs of fricndfliip, 
or fervility of flattery. The great and popular are 
very freely applauded ; but all foon grow weary of 
echoing to each other a name which has no other 
claim to notice, but that many mouths are pronoun- 
cing it at once. 

But many have loft the final reward of their 
labours, becaufe they were too hafty to enjoy it. 
They have laid hold on recent occurrences, and 
eminent names, and delighted their readers with ak 
lufions and remarks, in which all were interefted, 
and to which all therefore were attentive. But 
the effeft ceafed with its caufe ; the time quickly 
came when new events drove the former from me- 
mory, when the viciffitudes of the world brought 
new hopes and fears, transferred the love and 
hatred of the public to other agents; and the 
writer, whofe works were no longer affifted by grati- 
tude or refentment, was left to the cold regard of idle 
curiofity. 

' He that writes upon general principles, or de- 
livers univerfal truths, may hope to be often read, 
becaufe his work will be equally ufeful at all times 
and in every country; but he cannot expeft it to 
be received with eagemefs, or to fpread with ra- 
pidity, becaufe defire can have no particular fti- 
mulation : that which is to be loved long, muft be 
loved with reafon rather than with paflion. He 
that^ lays out his labours upon temporary fubje£ls, 
cafily finds readers, and quickly lofes them ; for 
what (hould make the book valued when its fubje^ 



is no more ? 
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Thefe obfervations will fhew the reafoh why the 
poem of Htddibras is almoft forgotten, however embel- 
liflied with fentiments and diverfiHed with allutions, 
however bright with wit, and however folid with truth. 
The hypocrify whijh it ^eteded, and the folly which 
it ridiculed, have long vaniflied from publick notice* 
Thofe who had felt the mifchief of difcord, and the 
tyranny of ufurpation, read it with rapture, for every 
line brought back to memory fomething known, and 
gratified refentment by the juft cenfure of Xomething 
hated. But the book which was once quoted by 
princes, and which fupplied converfation to all the af* 
feinblies of the gay and witty, is nOw feldom mention- 
ed, and even by thofe that afied to mention it, is fel- 
dom read. So vainly is ivit laviflied upon fugitive to- 
picks, fo little can arfchitedlure fecurc duration when 
the ground is falfe. 
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^JDTMB. 60. Saturcay, June 9, I759. 

^RITICISM is a ftudy by which men grow im- 
portant and formidable at a very fmall expence* 
The power of invention has been conferred by nature 
upon few, and the labour of learning tbofe fciencefl 
Kvhich may by mere labour be obtained is too great to 
bd willingly endured ; but every man can exert fuch 
judgment as he has Upon the works of others ; and he 
whom nature has made weak, and idlenefs keq>s igno- 
«nt, may yet fupport his vanity by the name of a 
iCriticki 

I hope' it will give comfort to great numbers who 
are paffing through the world in obfcurity, when I 
inform them how eafily diflindion may be obtained* 
All the other powers of literature are coy and haughty, 
they mud be long courted, and at lad are not always 
gained ; but Criticifm is a goddefs eafy of accefs and 
forward of advance, who will meet the flow, and en- 
courage the timorous ; the want of meaning (he fup- 
plies with words, and the want of fpirit flie recom- 
penfes with malignity* 

This profeflion has one recommendation peculiar 
to itfelf, that it gives vent to malignity without 
real mifchief. No genius was ever blafted by the 
breath of criticks. The poifon which, if confined, 
would have burft the heart, fumes away in empty 
hifles, and malice is fet at eafe with very little 
danger to merit* The Critick is the only man whofe 
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triumph is without another's pain, and whofe'great- 
hefs does not rife upon another's ruin. 

To a ftudy at once fo eafy/and fo reputable, fo ma* 
licious and fo harmleft, it cannot be neceifary to in* 
vkt my readers by a long or laboured exhortation ; it 
is fufEcient, iince all would be Criticks if they couldj 
to ihew by one eminent example that all can be Cri^ 
ticks if they will. 

Dick Minimj after the common courfe of puerik 
ftudies, in which he was no great proficient^ was 
put an apprentice to a brewer, with whom he had 
lived two years, when his uncle died in the city^ and 
left him a large fortune in the (locks. DUk had 
for fix months before ufed the company of the lower 
players, of whom he had learned to fcom a trade, 
and, being now at liberty to follow his genius, he 
refolved to be a man of wit and huihour. That he 
might be properly initiated in his new charafter, he 
frequented the coffee-houfes near the theatres, where 
he liftened very diligently, day after day, to thofe who 
talked of language and fentiments, and unities and 
cataftrophes, till, by flow degrees, he began to think 
that he underftood fomething of the ftage, and hoped 
in time to talk himfelf.* 

But he did not truft fo much to natural fagacity 
as wholly to negleft the help of books. When 
the theatres were fliut, he retired to Richmond with 
a "few fcleft writers, whofe opinions he impreffed 
upon his memory by tinwearied diligence; and, 
when he returned with other wits to the town, was 
able to tell, in very proper phrafes, that the chief 
bufmefe of art is to copy nature; that a perfed 
writei^ is libt* lo be- expeftedi becaufe geniufi de- 
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cay$ as jadgment increafes ; that the great art is the 
art of blotting; and that, according to the rule of 
Horace J every piece fhould be kept nine years. 

Of the great authors he now began to difplay the 
charaders, laying down as an univerfal pofition, that 
all had beauties and defers. His opinion was, that 
Shake/pear y committing himfelf wholly to the impulfe 
of nature, wanted that correftnefs which learning 
would have given him^ and that yonfon^ trufting to 
learning, did not fufEciently caft his eye on nature. 
He blamed the Jianza of Spenfer^ and could not 
bear the hexameters of Sidney. Denhani and Waller 
he held the firft reformers of Englijh numbers ; and 
thought that if Waller could have obtained the 
ftrength of Denham^ or Denham the fweetnefs of 
Waller^ there had been nothing wanting to complete 
a poet. He often expreffed his commiferation of 
Drj4erC% poverty, and his indignation at the age 
which fuffered him to write for bread ; he repeated 
with rapture the firft lines of All for Love^ but 
wondered at the corruption of tafte which could 
bear any thing fo unnatural as rhyming tragedies* 
In Otway he found uncommon powers of moving the 
paffions, but was difgufted by his general negli- 
gence, and blamed him for making a confpirator his 
hero \ and never concluded his difquifition, without 
remarking how happily the found of the clock is 
made to alarm the audience. Southern would have 
been his fevourite, but that he mixes comick \OTth- 
tragick fcenes, intercepts the niatural courfe of the 
paffions, and fills the nund with a wild confufion of 
mirth and melancholy. The verfificafion of Rowe 
he thought too melodious for the ftage^ and too little 
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varied in ^liSerexit paiEons, He made it the greaft 
fault of (Ungrsijfj that all his peifons were wits, an4 
that he always wrote with more art than nature, ile 
confidered Caio rather as a poem than a play, and 
allo^Rred Addifon to be the complete matter of alle* 
gory and grave humour, but paid no great defe- 
rence {to him as a critick. He thought the chief 
merit of Prior was in his eafy tales and lighter 
poems, though he allowed that his Solomon had many 
noble fentiments elegantly exprefTed. In Swift he 
difcovered an inimitable vein of irony, and an eafi- 
tysh which all wotdd hope and few would attain. 
P^ he was inclined to degrade from a poet to a 
veriifier, and thought his numbers rather lufcious 
ikm fweet. He often lamented the negled of 
WhadPA and HifpoUtus^ and wiftied to fee the ftage 
under better regulations* 

Tbefe afTertions pafled commonly uncontradided ; 
and if now and then an opponent ftarted up, he was 
quickly T^reflTed by the fuffrages of the company, 
and Minim went away from every difpute with elatiosn 
of heart and increafe of confidence. 

He now grew confcious of his abilities, and began 
to talk of the prefent ftate of dramatick poetry; 
wondered what was become of the comick genius 
which fupplied our anceftors with wit and pleafantry, 
and why no writer could be found that durft now 
wnture beyond a ferce. He few no reafon for 
thinking that the vein of humour was exhauft^^, 
fince we live in a country where liberty fuffers every 
chara£ler to fpread itfelf to its utmoft bulk, and 
which therefore produces more originals .than all the 
reft of the world together. Of tragedy he con- 
. VoL.Vn. R eluded 
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eluded bufinefs to be the foul, and yet often hinted 
that love predominates too much upon the modem 
ftage. 

He was now an acknowledged critick, and had his 
own feat in a coffee^houfe, and headed a party in the 
pit. Minim has more vanity than ill-nature, and feU 
dom defires to do ikiuch mifchief; he will perhaps 
murmur a little in the ear of him that fits next him, 
but endeavours to influence the audience to favour, 
by clapping when an aftor exclaims, Te gods / or la- 
ments the mifery of his country. 

By degrees he was admitted tofehearfals ; and many 
of his friends are of opinion, that our prefent poets are 
indebted to him for their happieft thoughts ; by his 
contrivance the bell was rung twice in Barbaroffhy and 
by his perfuafion the author of Cleone concl^ed his 
play without a couplet ; for what can be more abfurd, 
faid Minim^ than that part of a play (hould be rhymed, 
and part written in blank verfe ? and by what acquifi- 
tion of faculties is the fpeaker, who never could find 
rhymes before, enabled to rhyme at the conclufion of 
an aft ? 

He is the great inveftigator of hidden beauties, 
and is particularly delighted when he finds the 
found an echo to the fenfe. He has read all our 
poets with particular attention to this delicacy of 
verfification, and wonders at the fupinenefs with 
which their works have been hitherto perufed, fo 
that no man has found the found of a drum in this 
diflich : 



*« When pulpit, drum ecclcfiaftick, 

« Was beat with fift inftcad of a ftick ;" 
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and that the wonderful lines upon honour and a bub- 
We have hitherto paflfed without notice : 

** Honour is like the glaiTy bubble, 

*« Which coft philofophcrs fuch trouble ; 

•* Where, one part crack'd, the whole does fly, 

" And wits are crack'd to find out why." 

In thefe verfes, fays Minim^ we have two ftriking 
accommodatiom of the found to the fenfe. It is im- 
poflible to utter the two lines emphatically without an 
aft like that which they defcribe ; bubble and trouble 
caufing a momentairy inflation of the cheeks by the re- 
tention of the breath, which is afterwards forcibly 
emitted, as in the praftice of blowing bubbles. But the 
greateft excellence is in the third line, which is cracked 
in the middle to exprefs a crack, and then Ihivers into 
inonofyllaBles. Yet has this diamond lain neglefted 
with common ftones, and among the innumerable ad- 
mirers of Hudibrasy the obfervation of this fuperlativc 
paflage has been referved for the fagacity of Minim, 



Ra 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



244 THE IDLER. N*6i. 



Numb. 6U SatuedaV, June 15, 1759* 



IV/TR. Minim had now advanced himfelf to the zenith 
of eritical reputation ; when he was in the pit, 
every eye in the boxes was fixed upon him ; when he 
entered his coffee-houfe, he was furrounded by circles 
of candidates, who paffed their noviciate of literature 
under his tuition : his opinion was a(ked by all who 
had no opinion of their own, and yet loved to debate 
and decide ; and no compofition was fuppofed to p:^ 
in fafety to pofterity, till it had been fecured by Minim's 
approbation. 

Minim profeffes great admiration of the wifdom and 
munificence by which the academies of the continent 
were raifed; and often wifhes for fome ftandard of 
tafte, for fome tribunal, to which merit may appeal 
from caprice, prejudice, and malignity. He has form- 
ed a plan for an academy of criticifm, where every 
work of imagination may be read before it is printed, 
and which ihall authoritatively dired: the theatres what 
pieces to receive or rejeS, to exclude or to revive. 

Such an inftitution would, in Dick's opinion, 
fpread the fame of Englijh literature over Europe^ 
and make London the metropolis of elegance and 
politenefs, the place to which the learned and in- 
genious of all countries would repair for inftru6ion 
and improvement, and where nothing would any 
longer be applauded or endured that was not con- 
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formed to the niceft rules, and finiflied vfkh the 
bigheft ekgance. 

Till feme hzppy coajun£li<xi of the planets (ball 
difpoie our princes or mimfters to make tbemfelves 
immortal by ftich an academy^ Minim contents hinu 
, felf to prefide four nights in a week m a critical fociety 
fele£ked by bimfi^» where he is beard without contra- 
diftipn, and whence his judgment is difleminated thro^ 
the great vulgar and the fmlalU 

When he is placed in the chair of criticifm, he de- 
clares loudly for the noble fimplicity of our anceftors, 
in oppofidon to the petty refinements^ and ornamental 
luxuriance. Sometimes he is funk in defpair, and 
perceives falfe delicacy daily gaining ground, and 
fomedmes brightens his countenance with a gleam of 
hope, and predi&s the revival of the true fublime. 
He then fulminates his loudeft cenfures againft the 
monkift barbarity of rhyme; wonders how beings 
that pretend to reafon can be pleafed with one line 
always ending like another ; tells how unjuftly and 
uimaturally fenfe is facrificed to found ; how often 
the beft thoughts are mangled by the neceffity of con- 
fining or extending them to the dimenfions of a coup- 
let ; and rejoices that genius has, in our days, (haken 
off the ihackles which had encumbered it fo long. 
Yet he allows that rhyme may fometimes be borne, 
if the lines be often broken, and the paufes judicioufly 
diverfified. 

From blank verfe he makes an eafy tranfirion to 
Milton^ whom he produces as an example of the flow 
advance of lading reputation. Milton is the only- 
writer in whofe books Minim can read for ever without 
wearinefs. What caufe it is that exempts this pleafure 
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from fatiety he has long and diligently inquired, and 
believes it to confift in the perpetual variation of the 
numbers, by which the ear is gratified and the atten- 
tion awakened. The lines that are commonly thought 
rugged and unmufical, he conceives to have been 
written to temper the melodious luxury of the reft, or 
to exprefs things by a proper cadence : for he fcarcely 
finds a verfe that has not this &vourite beauty ; he 
declares that he could fhiver in a hot-houfe when he 
reads that 

** the ground 
** Burns frorc, and cold performs th' effect of fire ;" 

and that, when Milton bewails his blindnefs, the 
verfe, 

*' So thick a drop ferene has quench'd thcfe orbs," 

has, he knows not how, fomething that ftrikes him 
with an obfcure fenfation like that which he fancies 
would be felt from the found of darknefs. 

Minim is not fo confident of his rules of judgment 
as not very eagerly to catch new light from the name 
of the author. He is commonly fo prudent as to 
fpare thofe whom he cannot refift, unlefs, as will 
fometimes happen, he finds the publick combined 
againft them. But a frefli pretender to feme he is 
ftrongly inclined to cenfure, till his own honour re- 
quires that he commend him. Till he knows the 
fuccefs of a compofition, he intrenches himfelf in 
general terms ; there are fome new thoughts and 
beautiful paffages, but there is likewife much which 
he would have advifed the author to- expunge. , He 
has feveral favourite epithets, of which he has never 
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fettled the meaning, but which are very comraodioufly 
applied to books which he has not read, or cannot un- 
derftand. One is man/y, another is dry, another y?/^ 
and znother Jiimfy ; fometimes he difcovers delicacy of 
ftylc, and fometimes meets ^hh Jirange exprejftcns. 

He is never fo great, or fo happy, as when a youth 
of promifing parts is brought to receive his diredions 
for the profecution of his ftudies. . He then puts on a 
very ferious air } he advifes the pupil to read none but 
the bed authors, and, when he finds one congenial to 
his own mind, to ftudy his beauties, but avoid his 
faults, and, when he fits down to write, to conflder 
how his favourite author would think at the prefent 
time on the prefent occafion. He exhorts him to, 
catch thofe moments when he finds his thoughts ex. 
panded and his genius exalted, but to take care left 
imagination hurry him beyond the bounds of nature. 
He holds diligence the mother of fuccefs ; yet enjoins 
him, with great earneftnefs, not to read more than he 
can digeft, and nor to confufe his mind by purfuing 
ftudies of contrary tendencies. He tells him, that 
every man has his genius, and that Cicero could never 
be a poet. The boy retires illuminated, refolves to 
follow his genius, and to think how Milton would 
have thought : and Minim feafts upon his own bene- 
ficence till another day brings another pupil. 
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Numb. 62. Satukday, Jtifte 23, 1759- 

51? the IliLElt. 
SIR, 

>V N opinion prevails almoft univ^fallj in the world, 
that he who has money has every thing. This 
is not a modem paradox, or the tenet of a fmall and 
obfcure fed, but a perfuafion which appears to have 
operated upon moft minds in all ages» and which h 
fupported by authorities fo numerous and fo cogent, 
that nothing but long experience could have given me 
confidence to queftion its truth. 

But experience is the teft by which all the philofo- 
phers of the prefent age agree, that fpeculation muft 
be tried ; and I may be therefore allowed to doubt the 
power of money, fince I have been a long time rich, and 
have not yet found that riches can make me happy. 

My father was a farmer neither wealthy nor indigent, 
who gave me a better education than was fuitable to 
my birth, becaufe my uncle in the city defigned me 
for his heir, and defired that I might be bred a gentle- 
man. My uncle's wealth was the perpetual fubjed of 
converfation in the houfe ; and whefl any little misfor- 
tune befel us, or any mortification dejeded us, my 
father always exhorted me to hold up my head, for 
my uncle would never marry. 

My 
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My uncle, indeed, kept his promiTe. Having 
hig mind completely bufied between his warehoiife 
and the 'Change, he felt no tediou&efs of life, nor 
any want of domeftick amufements. When my fa- 
ther died, he received me kindly ; but, after a few 
♦months, finding no great pleafure in the converfa* 
t^n of each other, we parted ; and he remitted me a 
fmall annuity, on which I lived a quiet and ftudtous 
life^ without any wifli to grow great' by the death of 
my benefador. 

But though I never fufFered any malignant impa^ 
taence to take bold on my mind, I could not forbes^r 
(ometimes to imagine to myfelf the pleafure of 
being rich; and, when I read of diverfions and 
magnificence, refolved to try, when time fhould put 
die trial in my power, what pleafure they could 
afford* 

My uncle, in the latter fptiog of his life, when 
his ruddy cheek and his firm nerves promifed him a 
long and healthy age, died of an apoplexy. His 
death gave me neither joy nor forrow. He did me 
good, and I regarded him with gratitude; but I 
could not pteafe him, and therefore could not love 
him. 

He had the policy of little minds, who love to 
furprize; and, having always reprefented his for- 
tune as lefs than it was, had, I fuppofe, often grati* 
fied himfelf with thinking, how I fhould be de* 
- lighted to find myfelf twice as rich as 1 expe&ed. 
My wealth wa^fuch as exceeded all the fchemes of 
expence which I had formed ; and I foon began to 
expand my thoughts, and look round for fome pur- 
chafe of felicity. 

The 
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The moft (Iriking efie£t of riches is the fplendour 
of drefs, v^hich every man has obferved to enforce 
refpe£t, and facilitate reception ; and my firft defire 
was to be fine. I fent for a tailor who was em* 
ployed by the nobility, and ordered fuch a fuit of 
clothes as I had often looked on with invduntary 
fubmiffion, and am afliamed to remember with what 
flutters of expectation I waited for the hour when 
I ihould ifiiie forth in all the fplendour of embroi- 
dery. The clothes were brought, and for three 
days I obferved many eyes turned towards me 
as I paffed : but I felt myfelf obftru&ed in the 
common intercourfe of. civility, by an uneafy con- 
icioufnefs of my new appearance ; as I thought my- 
felf more obferved, I was more anxious about my 
mien and behaviour ; and the mien which is formed' 
by care is commonly ridiculous. A fliort time ac- 
cuftomed me to myfelf, and my drefs was without 
pain, and without pleafure. 

For a little while I tried to be a rake, but I 
began too late ; and having by nature no turn for 
a frolick, was in . great danger of ending in a 
drunkard. A fever, in which not one of my com- 
panions paid me a vifit, gave me tiii^e for reflexion. 
I found that there \iias no great pleafure in breaking 
windows and lying in the round-houfe ; and re- 
folved to aflbciate no longer with thofe whom, 
though I had treated and bailed them, I could not 
make friends. 

I then changed my meafures, kept ilinning horfes, 
and had the con^fort of feeing my name very often 
in the news. I had a chefnut horfe, the grandfon of 
Cbild4rs^ who won four plates, and tea by-matches j 
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and a bay filly, who carried oflF the five years' old plate, 
and was expefted to perform much greater exploits, 
Vrhen my groom broke her wind, becaufe I happened 
to catch him felling pats for been This happinefs 
was foon at an end ; there was no pleafure when I 
loft, and when I won I could not much exalt myfelf 
by the virtues of my horfe; I grew afliamed of the 
company of jockey lords, and refolved to fpend no 
more of my time in the ftable. 

It was now known that I had money, and would 
fpend it, and I pafTed four months in the company 
of architeds, whofe whole bufinefs was to perfuade 
me to build a houfe. I told them that I had more 
room than I wanted, but could not get rid of thdr 
importunities, A new plan was brought me every 
morning ; till at Ijift my conftancy was overpowered, 
and I began to build. The happinefs of building 
lafted but a little whilcj for though I love to fpend, I 
hate to be cheated } and I foon found, that to build is 
to be robbed. 

How I proceed in the purfuit of happinefs, you fhs^ 
hear when I find myfelf difpofed to write. 

lam, SIR, &c. 

Tim. Ranoeiu 
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KuMB. 63. Saturdat, June 30, 1759- 

nPHE natural progrefs of the works of men is from 
rudenefs tp convenience, from convenience to 
degance, and from elegance to nicety. 

The firft labour i$ enforced by neceffity. The fa- 
¥age finds himfeif incommoded by beat and cold, by 
laia and wind ; he fhelters bimfelf in the boUow of a 
rock, and learns to dig a cave where there was none 
before. He finds the fun and the wind excluded by 
the thicket ; and when the accidents of the chace, or 
die convenience of paAurage, kad him into more 
c^n places, he forms a thicket for bimielf, by phnt- 
ing (takes at proper diftances^ axKl laying branches 
from one to another. 

The next gradation of fkill and induflry produces a 
lioufe clofed with doors, and divided by partitions ; 
and apartments are multiplied and difpofed accocding 
to the various degrees of power or invention ; improve- 
ment fucceeds improvement, as he that is freed from 
a greater evil grows impatient of a lefs, till eafe in 
time is advanced to pleafure. 

The mind, fet free from the importunities of natural 
want, gains leifure to go in fearch of fuperfluous gra- 
tifications, and adds to the ufes of habitation the de- 
lights of profpeft. Then begins the reign of fymrae- 
try J orders of architefture are invented, and one part 
of the edifice is conformed to another, without any 
other reafon, than that the eye may not be offended. 

The 
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The p^Skgt is very ihort fix>m elegance to Ivaxtrfm 
ikniidk asid Cormtbian columns are foon focceeded by 
Igilt cornices^ inlaid floors, aiid petty ornaments^ 
which fiiew father the vKdhk than tiie tafle of die 
pofleflbr. 

Language psoooeds, like every thing elfe, through 
ithprovement to degeneracy; -The rovers who firfl 
take pofieflion of a country^ having not many ideasj 
and thofe not nicely modified or difcriminated, were 
contented, if by general t^ms and abrupt fentences 
they could make their thoughts known to one ano« 
ther ; as life begins t6 be more regulated^ and pitv 
perty to become limited, difputcs muft be decided^ 
^d claims adjufted; the differences of things are 
noted, and drftindnefs and propriety of exprefiiom 
Isecome necesffary. In time, happinefs and plenty 
give rife to curiofity, and the fciences are cultivated 
for cafe and pleafure ; to the aits, which are now to 
i>e taught, emulation foon adds the art of teaching; 
and the ftudious and ambitious contend not only 
who ihail think befl:, but who ihall tell their thoughts 
in the moft pleafing manner. 

Then begin the arts of rhetorick and poetry, the 
regulation of figures, the feleftion of words, the mo«- 
dulation of periods, the graces of tranfition, the com- 
plication of claufes, and all the delicacies of ftyle and 
lubtikies of compofition, nfefql while they advance 
perfpicuity, and laudable while they increafe pleafure, 
but eafy to be refined by needlefs fcrupulofity till thqy 
ihalt more embarrafs the writer than aiCfl: the reader 
^r deUght hitn. 

The firft ilate is commonly antecedent to the 
pradice cf writing; the ignorant eflays of inw 
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perfe& diftion pafs away with the favage genera- 
tion that uttered them. No. nation can trace their 
language beyond the fecond period^ and even of 
that it does not often happen that many monuments 
remain. 

The fate of the Englijh tongue is like that of 
others. We know nothing of the fcanty jargon of 
our barbarous anceftors ; but we have fpecimens of 
our lahguage when it began to be adapted to civil 
and religious purpofes, and [find it, fuch as might 
naturally be expeded, artlefs and fimple, uncon- 
nected and concife. The writers feem to have de- 
iired little more than to be underftood, and perhaps 
feldom afpired to the praife of pleafing. Their 
verfes wer6 confidered chiefly as memorial, and 
therefore did not differ from profe but by the 'mea- 
fure or the rhyme. 

In this flate, varied a little according to the differ- 
ent purpofes or abilities of writers, our language may 
be faid to have continued to the time of Gower^ whom 
Chaucer calls his mafter, and who, however obfcured 
by his fcholar's popularity, feems juftly to claim the 
honour which has. been hitherto denied him, of fhew- 
ing his countrymen that fomething more was to be 
defired, and that Englijh verfe might be exalted into 
poetry. 

From the time of Gower and Chaucer^ the Englijh 
writers have fludied elegance, and advanced their 
language, by fucceflive improvements, to as much 
harmony as it can eafily receive, and as much cb- 
pioufnefs as human knowledge has hitherto re- 
quired. Thefe advances have not been made at 
all times with the fame diligence or the fame fuc- 
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crfs. Negligence has fufpended the courfe bf im- 
provement, or afTefbitioh turned it afide; time has 
elapfed vfiih little change, or change has been made 
vddiout amendment. But elegance has been long 
kept in view with attention as near to conftancy as 
Kfc permits, till every man now endeavours to excel 
others in accuracy, or outfliine them in fplendour of 
ftyle, and the danger is, left care (hould too foon pais 
to a£fed:ation. 



NuMB,64. - Saturday, JulyT^ 1759. 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

A S nature has made every man defirous of hap- 
'^ pinefs, I flatter myfelf, that you and your readers 
cannot but feel fome curiofity to know the fequel of 
my ftory ; for though, by trying the different fchemes 
of pleafure, I have yet found nothing in which I could 
finally acquiefce; yet the narrative of my attempts 
will not be wholly without ufe, fince we always ap- 
proach nearer to truth as we deted more and more 
varieties of error. 

When I had fold my racers, and put the orders 
of architedure out of my head, my next refolution 
was to be a Jine gentleman. I frequented the polite 
coffee-houfes, grew acquainted with all the men of 
humour, and gained the right of bowing famili^ly 
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io half the nobility* In dug new fcetie of life my 
gveat labour was to karn to laugh, t hsA been 
«ifed to confider laughter as the €ffe6t of meni- 
ment ; but 1 foon learned that it ts one of tjhe arte 
of aduladon, and, from laLUghing looly to ihew that 
I was pleafedy I now began to laagh when I wiffaed 
to pleafe. This was at firfi: very difficdit; I fome- 
times heard the ftory with dull indifference, and^ 
ho^ exalting myfelf to merriment by due gradar 
tionsi burft out fuddenly into an awkward noife, 
which was not always favourably interpreted. Some- 
times I was behind the reft of the company, and 
loft the grace of laughing by delay, and fometimes, 
when I began at the right time, was deficient in 
loudnefs or in length. But, by diligent imitation of 
the beft models, I attained at laft fuch flexibility of 
mufcles, that I was always a welcome auditor of a 
ftory, and got the reputation of a good-natured 
fellow. 

This was fomething ; but much more was to be 
done, that I might be univerfally allowed to be a fine 
gentleman. I appeared at court on all publick days ; 
'betted at gaming tables ; and played at all the routs 
of eminence. I went every night to the opera, took 
•a fiddler of difputed merit under my protection, became 
the head of a mufical fa£tion, and had fometimes 
troncerts at my own houfe. I once thought to have 
attained the higheft rank of elegance, by taking a fo- 
tejgn finger into keeping. But my favourite fiddler 
xontrived to be arrefted on the night of a concert, for 
•a 'finer fuit of clothes than I had ever prefumed to 
wear, and I loft all the fame of patronage by refufing 
to bail him. 

My 
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My next ambition was to fit for my pifture. I 
fpent a whole winter in going from painter to 
painter, to befpeak a whole length of one, and a 
half length of another; I talked of nothing but 
attitudes, draperies, and proper lights \^ took my 
friends to fee the piftures after every fitting ; heard 
every day of a wonderful performer in crayons and 
miniature, and fent my piftures to be copied j was 
told by the judges that they Were not like, and was 
recommended to other artifts* At length, being 
not able to pleafe my friends, I grew lefs pleafed 
myfelf, and at laft refolved to think no more 

about it. '; 

It was impofCble to live in total idlenefs : and, 
wandering about in fearch of fomething to do, 1 
was invited to a weekly meeting of virtuofos, and 
felt myfelf inftantaneoufly feized with an unex- 
tinguifhable ardour for all natural curiofities. I 
ran from audion to audtion, became a critick in 
fhells and foKIils, bought a Horfus ftccus of inefti- 
mable value, ajid purchafed a fecret art of pre- 
fervmg infefts, which made my collection the envy 
of the other philofophers. I found this pleafure 
mingled with much vexation. All the faults of 
my life were for nine months circulated through the 
town with the moft aftive malignity, becaufe I 
I happened to catch a moth of peculiar variegation ; 

1 becaufe I once out-bid all the, lovers of fliells 
and carried oflf a nautilus, it was hinted that the 
validity of my uncle's will ought to be difputed. 
I will iiot deny that I was very proud both of 
the moth and of the Ihell, and gratified myfelf 
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^ith the envy of my companions, perhaps more 
than became a benevolent being* But in time I^ 
grew weary of being hated for that which produced , 
no advantage, gave my (hells to children that wanted 
play-things, . and fuppreffed the art of drying butter- 
Hies, becauie I would not tempt idlene& and cruelty 
to kill them. 

I now began to feel life tedious, and wifhed to 
flore myfelf with friends, with wlM)m I might 
grow old in the interchange of benevolence; I 
had obferved that popularity was moft eafily gained 
by an open table, and therefore hired a French 
cook, fumilhed my fideboard with great magni- 
ficence, filled my cellar with wines of pompous 
appellations, bought every thing that was dear 
before it was good> and invited all thofe who 
were moft famous for judging of a dinner. In 
three weeks my cook gave me warning, and, upon 
inquiry, told me that Lord ^ueafy^ who dined 
with me the day before, had fent him an offer of 
double wages. My pride prevailed; I raifed his^ 
wages, and invited his lordfhip to another feaft. 
I love plain meat, and was therrfore foon we^ 
of fpreading a table of which I could not par* 
take. I found that my guefts, when they went 
away, criticifed their entertainment,, and ceh-: 
fured my profufion } my cook thought himfelF 
neceffary, and took upon him the direSion oS 
the houfe; and 1 could not rid myfelf of flat- 
terers, or break from flavery, but by (hutting up^ 
jmy houfe, and declaring my refolution to live i» 
lodgings. 

. After 



Digitized by 



Google 



V'Ss. THE IDLER. a^^- 

After all this/ tell xne, dear IJkr^ what I muft 4o 
next ? I have health, I have money, and I hope that I 
have uiiderftanding ; yet, *with all thefe, I have never 
been able to ps^s a fingle day which I did not wi(h at 
an end before fun-fet» Tell me, dear Idler^ what I 
fiiall do. I am 

Your humble Servant, 

Tim. Ranger. 



Numb. 65. Saturday, Juli/ 14, 175$. 

TPHE fequel of Clarendon's hiftory, at laft happily 
publilhed, is an a,ccefEon to Engliflj literature 
equally agreeable to the admirers of elegance and the 
lovers of truth ; many doubtful fa£ts may now be af- 
certained, and many quefUons, after long debate, may 
be determined by decifive authprity. He that r^cgrds 
tran&Qions in which himfelf was engaged, has not 
only an opportunity of knowing innumerable parti- 
culars which efcape fpeftators, but hs^ his natural 
powers txalted by that ardour which always rifes at 
ibe remembrance of our own importanc:e, and by 
whkh >ev)ery man is enabled to rela^ \a!^ own a^lioay 
better than another's. 

Sa 'Hie 
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The difHcukies through which this wbrk has ftrug- 
gled into light, and the delays with which our hopes 
have been long mocked, naturally lead the mind to 
the confideration of the common fate of pofthumous 
compofitions. 

He who fees himfelf furrounded by admirefs, and 
whofe vanity is hourly feafted with all the luxuries of 
fludied praife, is eafily perfuaded that his influence 
will be extended beyond his life ; that they who cringe 
in his ^rcfence will reverence his memory; and that 
thofe who are proud to be numbered among his friends^ 
will endeavour to vindicate his Choice by zeal for his 
reputation. 

With hopes like thefe, to the executors of Swift 
was committed the hiftory of the laft years of Queen 
Anne ; and to thofe of Popej the works which remained 
unprinted in his clofet. The performalices of Pope 
were burnt by thofe whom he had perhaps felefted 
from all mankind as mod likely to publilh them ; and 
the hiftory had likeWife periflied, had not ia ftraggling 
tranfcript fallen into bufy hands. 

The papers left in the clofet of Pierefc fupplied his 
heirs with a whole winter's fuel ; and many of the 
labours of the learned Bifhop Lloyd were confumed 
in the kitchen of his defcendants. 

Some works, indeed, have efcaped total deftruc- 
tion, but yet have had reafon to lament the fate of 
orphans expofed to the frauds of unfaithful guar- 
dians. How HalevfoxxXd. have borne the mutilations 
which his ,Pleas of the Crown have fufiered from 
the editor, they who know his charader will eafily 
conceive. 

Tl^e 
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The original copy of Burnett hiftoryj though 
ptopiifed to fome publick * library, has been never 
given ; and who then can prove the fidelity of t^e 
publication, when the authenticity of Claren4o?i*s 
hiftory, though printed with the fandion of one of 
the firft imiverfities of the world, had not an unex? 
pe£led manufcript been happily difcovered, would, 
with the help of fadious qredulity, have been brought 
into queftion by the two loweft of all human beings, 
a fcribbler for a party, and a commiffioner of 
excife f. 

Vanity is often no lefs mifchievous than negligence 
or diihonefty. He that poffeffes a valuable manu- 
fpript, hopes to raife its efteem by concealment, and 
delights in the diftin£tion which he imagines himfelf 
to obtain by keeping the key of a treafure which he 
neither ufes nor imparts. From him it falls to fome 
other owner, lefs vain but more negligent, who cpn- 
fiders it as ufelefs lumber, and rids himfelf of the in- 
cumbrance. 

Yet there are fome works which the authors mufl: 
confign unpubliflied to pofterity, however uncertain 
be the event, however hopelefs be the truft. He that 
writes the hiftory of his own times, if he adhere ftea- 
dily to truth, will write that which his own times will 
not eafily endure. He muft be content to repofite 
his book till all private paffions ftiall ceafe, and love 
and hatred give yray to curiofity. 

*^ It would be proper to repofite, in fome publick place, the 
ipanufcript of Clarendon, which has not efcaped all fufpicion of 
unfaithful publication. 

•j- John Oldmixon and George Ducket. See a more particular 
hiftory of this paper iii Vol.33 of the Biiitish Essayists, 
Pref. to Idler, p. 11, C. 

S 3 But 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



ft6i THE IDLER. KP 65. 

But many leave the labours of half their life to 
their executors and to chance, becaufe they will not 
fend them abroad unfini(hed,'and are unable to finiih 
them, having prefcribed to themfelves fuch a degree 
of exadnefs as human diligence can fcanrely attain. 
Lloydj fays Burnety did not lay out his teaming with the 
fame diligence as he laid it in. He wa« always hefitat* 
ing and enquiring, raifing objeSions and removing 
them, and waiting for clearer light and fuller difcovery. 
Bakery after many years pafied in bbgraphy, left his 
manufcripts to be buried in a library, becaufe that was 
imperfect which could never be perfefted. 

Of thefe learned men, let thofe who afpire to the 
fame praife imitate the diligence, and avoid the fcrupU* 
lolity. Let it be always remembered that life is fliort, 
that knowledge is endlefs, and that many doubts de- 
ferve not to be cleared. Let thofe whom nature and 
ftudy have qualified to teach mankind, tell us what 
they have learned while they are yet able to tell it| 
and truft their reputation only to themfelves. 
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Numb. 66. Saturday, July ^l^ 1759. 

"Vf O cainplaint is more frequently repeated among 
the learned, than that of the wafte made by time 
among the labours of antiquhy. Of thofe who once 
iilled the civilized world with their renown, nothing 
IS now kft but their names, which are left only to 
faife defires that never can be fatisfied, and forrow 
which never can be comforted. 

Had all the writings of the ancients been faithfully 
delivered down from age to age, had the Alexandrian 
library been fpared, and the Palatine repofitories re- 
tmained unimpaired, how much might we have known 
of which we are now doomed to be ignorant ! how 
piany laborious inquiries, and dark conjedures ; how 
many collations of broken hints and mutilated paflages 
might have been fpared I We fhould have known the 
fucceflions of princes, the revolutions of empires, the 
a£Uons of the great, and opinions of the wife, the laws 
and conftitutions of every (late, and the arts by which 
publick grandeur and happinefs are acquired and pre- 
ferved ; we fliould have traced the progrefs of life, 
feen colonies from diftant regions take poffeffion of 
European deferts, and troops of favages fettled into 
communities by the defire of keeping what they had 
acquired ; we fhould have traced the gradations of ci- 
vility, and travelled upward to the original of things by 
the light of hiftory, till in remoter times it had glim- 
mered in fable, and at lad funk into darknefs. 

S4 If 
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If the works of imagination had been lefs diroinifli- 
ed, it is likely that all future times might have been 
fupplied with inexhauftible amufement by the fidions 
of antiquity. The tragedies of Sophocles and ^ur\pide^ 
would all have (hewn the ftronger paflions in all their 
diverfities; and the conjedies of Menander would 
have fumifhed all the maxims of domeftick life. No- 
thing would have been neceflary to moral wifdom but 
to have (ludied thefe great mailers, whofe knowledge 
would have guided doubt^ and whofe authority would 
have filenced cavils. 

Such are the thoughts that rife in every ftudent, 
when his curiofity is eluded, and his fearches are 
fruftrated ; yet it may perhaps be doubted, whether 
pur complaints are not fometimes inconfiderate, and 
whether we do not imagine more evil than we feel. 
Of the ancients, enough remains to excite our emu- 
lation and direft our endeavours, . Many of the 
works which time has left us, we know to have been 
thofe that were jnoft efteemed, and which antiquity 
itfelf confidered as models ; fo that, having the ori- 
ginals, we may without much regret lofe the imita- 
tions. The obfcurity which the want of contem- 
porary writers often produces, only darkens fmgle 
paffages, and thofe commonly of flight importance. 
The general tendency of every piece may be known ; 
and, though ihat diligence deferves- praife which leaves 
nothing unexamined, yet its milcarriages are not 
much to be lamented ; for the moft ufeful truths are 
always univer£^}, and unconnected with accidents and 
cuftoms. 

Such is the general confpiracy of human nature 
againft contemporary merit, that, if we had inherited 

from 
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from antiquity enough to afford employment for thq 
laborious, and amufement for the idle, I know not 
what room would have been left for modern genius 
or modern induftry ; almoft every fubjeft would 
havjs been pre-occupied, and every ftyle would have 
been fixed by a precedent from which few would have 
ventured to departs Every writer would have had a 
rival, whofe fuperiority was already acknowledged, 
and to whofe fame his work would, even before it 
was feen, be marked out for a facrifice. 
. We fee how little the united experience of mankind 
Iji^th been able to add to the, heroick ch^rafters dif- 
played by Horner^ and how few incidents the fertile 
i;nagination of modem Italy has yet produced, which 
may not be found in the Iliad and Odyjfey. It is like- 
ly, that if all the works of the Athenian philofophers 
had been extant, Malbjranche and Locke would have 
been condemned to be filent readers of the ancient 
metaphyficians ; and it ip apparent, that, if the old 
writers had all remained, the Idler could not .b^ye 
V^ritten a difquifition on fl^e lofs. 
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Numb. 67. Saturday, Jufy 28, 1759, 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

TN the obfervations which you have made on the 
^ various opinions and purfuits of mankind, you 
muft often, in literary converiations, have met with 
men who confider dillipation as the great enemy of the 
}htelled: ; and maintain, that, in proportion as the ftu* 
dent keeps himfelf within the bounds of a fettled plan, 
fie will more certainly advance in fcience. 

This opinion is, perhaps, generally true ; yet when 
we contemplate the inquifitive nature of the human 
mind, and its perpetual impatience of all reftraint, it 
may be doubted whether the faculties may not be 
contraQied by confining the attention j and whether 
it may not fometimes be proper to rifque the certainty 
of. little for the chance of much. Acquifitions of 
knowledge, like blazes of genius, are often fortuitous, 
Thofe who had propofed to themfelves a methodical 
courfe of reading, light by accident on a new book, 
which feizes their thoughts and kindles their curiofity, 
and opens an unexpefted profped, to which the way 
which they had prefcribed to themfelves would never 
have conducted them. 

To enforce and illuftrate my meaning, I have fent 
you a journal of three days' employment, found 

among 
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susiong the papers of a late intimate acquaintance $ 
who, as will plainly appear, was a man of vaft defigns, 
and of vaft performances, though he fometimes de- 
figaed one thing, and performed another. I allow 
that the Spe^atvr^s inimitable produdions of this kind 
may well difcourage all fubfequent joumalifts ; but, 
as the fubjed of this is different from that of any 
which the Speitator has given us, I leave it to you to 
publiih or fuj^refs it, 

Mem. The following three days I purpofe to 
give up to reading ; and intend, after all the delays 
vtiich have obtruded themCblves upon me, to finifii 
my EJfay m the Extent of the Mental Powers ; to re? 
vife my Treatife on Logick ; to begin the Epick which 
I have long projefted ; to proceed in my peruial ojF 
the Scriptures with Grotius^s Comment; and at my 
leifure to regale myfelf with the works of claificks^ 
ancient and modern, and to finilh my Ode to AJiro* 
noniy. 

Monday.'] Defigned to rife at fix, but, by my fer- 
vant's lazinefs, my fire was not lighted before eight, 
when I dropped into a flumber that lailed till niiie ; 
at which time I arofe, and, after breakfafl, at ten fat 
down to ftudy, purpofing to begin upon my EJfay ; 
but, finding occafion to confult a paiTage in Plato^ 
was abforbed in the perufal of the Republick till 
twelve. \ had negleded to forbid company, and 
now enters Tom Carelefs^ who, after half an hour*g 
chat, infifled upon my going with him to enjoy 
an abfurd charader, that he had appointed, by an 
advertifement, to meet him at a particular coffee« 
lu)ure. After we had fgr fame time entertained our* 
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f^lves with him^ we fallkd out^ defigning each to 
repair tQ his home ; but, as it fell out, commg up 
in the ftreet to a man whofe fteel by his fide declared 
him a butcher, we overheard him openiag an ad- 
drefs to a genteeliih fort of young Lady, whom be 
walked with : ^^ Mifs, though your father is mafter 
** of a coaHighter, and you will be a great fortune^ 
^* 'lis true ; yet I wifli 1 may be cut into quarters 
*< if it is not only love, and not lucre of gain, that 
f* is my motive for offering terms of marriage." As 
this lover proceeded in his fpeech, he mifled us the 
length of three ftreets, in admiration at the unlimited 
power of the tender paffion, that could foften ev^ 
the heart of a butcher. We then adjourned to a 
tavern, and from thence to one of the publick 
gardens, where I was regaled with a moft amufiog 
variety of men poffeiling great talents, fo difcoloured 
by affeftation, that they only made them eminently 
ridiculous ; (hallow things, who, by continual dif- 
fipation, had annihilated the few ideas nature had 
given them, and yet were celebrated for lyonderful 
pretty gentlemen ; young ladies extolled for their 
wit, becaufe they were handfome ; illiterate empty 
women as well as men, in high life, admired 
for their knowledge, from their being refolutely 
pofitive ; and women of real underftanding, fo iar 
from pleafing the polite million, that they fright- 
cned them away, and were left foHtary. When we 
quitted this entertaining fcene, Tom preffed mejr- 
refiftibly to fup with him. I reached home at 
twelve, and then reflefted that, though indeed I 
bad, by remarking various charafters, improved my 
infight ii;itp human nature, yet (till I had neglefted 

the 
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the ftudl^ propofed, and accordingly took up my 
Treati/e on Legick^ to give it the intended revifal, but 
found my fpirits too much agitated, and could not 
forbear a few fatirical lines, under the title of The \ 
Evening*s Walk. 

Tuefday.'] At breakfaft, feeing my Ode to Aftrth 

nomy lying on my deik, I was ftruck with a train of 

ideas, that I thought might contribute to its im* 

provement. I immediately rang my bell to forbid 

all vifitants, when my fervant opened the door, 

with, " Sir, Mr. Jeffery Gape.^* My cup dropped 

cut of one hand, and my poem out of the other. I 

could fcarcely alk him to fit ; he fold me he was going 

to walk, but, as there was a likelihood of rain, he 

would fit with me; he faid, he intended at firft to 

have called at Mr. VacarUhj but, as he had not feen 

me a great while, he did not mind coming out of 

his way to wait on me^ I made him a bow, but 

thanks for the favour ftuck in my throat. 1 alked 

him, if he had been to the cofFee-houfe ? he replied, 

two hoursv 

Under the oppreffion of this dull interruption, I 
fat looking wiflifuUy at the clock ; for which, to in- 
creafe my fatisfaftion, I had chofen the infcription. 
Art is hngy and life is Jhort ; exchanging queftions 
and anfwers at long intervals^ and not without fome 
hints that the weathcr-glafs promifed fair weather. 
At half an hour after three he told me he would 
trefpafs on me for a dinner, and defired me to fend 
to his houfe for a bundle of papers, about inclofing 
a common upon his edate, which he would read to 
me in the evening. I declared myfelf bufy, and 
Mn Gape went away. 

1 Having 
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Having dined^ to compofe my cliagrm I tdbk 
up Virgit^ and feveral otlier clai&cks^ b^ could not 
cafan my mind, or proceed tri mj icheme^^ At 
Bbout five I laid my band on a Bible that lay (m my 
table, at firft with coldnefs and infenfibility ; but 
was imperceptibly engaged in a clofe attention to its 
fioiblime morality, and felt my heart expanded by 
warm philanthropy, and exalted to dignity of fenti* 
ment» I then cenfured my too great folidtude, and 
my difguft conceived at my acquaintance, who had 
been fo far from defigning to offend, that he onty 
meant to fliew kindnefs and refped. In this ftraia 
of mind 1 wrote An EJfay on Benevolence^ and An 
Elegy on Sublunary Difafpointments. When I bad 
finiftied thefe, at eleven, I fuj^d, and recollected 
how little I had adhered to my plan, and almoft 
queftioned the poffibility of purfuing any fettled and 
uniform defign ; however, I was not fo far perfnaded 
of the truth of thefe fuggeftions, but that I refolved 
to try once more at my fcheme. As I obferved the 
moon fhining through my window, from a calm and 
bright flcy fpangled with innumerable ftjtrs, I in. 
dujged a pleating meditation oil the fplendid fcene^ 
and finifhed my Ode to AJironomy. 

Wednefday.'] Rofe at feven, and employed three 
hours in perufal of the Scriptures with Grotius*s Com-^ 
ment ; and after breakfaft fell into meditation con- 
cerning my proje£led Epick ; and being in fome doubt 
as to the particular lives of fome heroes, whom 1 
propofed to celebrate, I confulted Bayle and Moreri^ 
and was engaged two hours in examining various 
lives and charafters, but then refolved to go to my 
employment. When I was feated at my deik, and 
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began to feel the glowing fucceflion of poetical ideas, 
my fervant brought me a letter from a lawyer, requir- 
ing my inftant attendance at Grafs Inn for half an 
hour. I went full of vexation, and was involved in 
bufinefs till eight at night ; and then, being too much 
fatigued to ftudy, fupped, and went to bed. 

Here my friend's journal concludes, which perhaps 
is pretty much a picture of the manner in which many 
profecute their fludies. I therefore refolved to fend 
it you, imagining, that, if you think it worthy of ap- 
pearing in your paper, ibme of your readers may re« 
ceive entertainment by recognlfing a refembknce be* 
tween my friend's condod and th^ir own. it muft be 
left to the Idler accuiately to afcertain the proper sie- 
tbods of advancing in literature \ but this one pofitioo^ 
deducibie from what has been faid abov^, may, I think^ 
be reafonably averted, that he who finds faimfeif 
ftrongly attra£bed to any particular ftudy, though it may 
happen to be out of his propofed fcheme, if it is not 
trifling or vicious, had better continue his appUcaiioa 
to ic, fifice it is likely that he will, with much more 
eafe and expedition, attain that which a warm incUna-^ 
tion ftimulates hiofi to purfue, than that at which a 
prefcribed law compels him to toiL / 

I am, &c, * 

* Bennet Langton, Efq. was the author of this paper; iiv 
which he evidently had in his eye the refolutioos and interruptiont 
of his friend the IdXtSr* C 
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Numb. 68. SAtuRDAY, Augti/i4fy It^^. 



AMONG the ftudies which have exercifed thein^ 
genious and the learned for more than three cen- 
turiesj none has been more diligently or more fucceff- 
fully cultivated than the art of tranflation ; by which 
. the impediments which bar the way to fcience are, in 
fome meafure, removed, and the multiplicity of Ian* 
guages become lefs incommodious. 

Of every other kind of Writing the ancients have 
left us models, which all fucceeding ages have laboured 
to imitate ; but tranflation may juftly be claimed by 
the modems as their own* In the firft ages of the 
world inftruSion was commonly oral, and learning 
traditional j and what was not written could not be 
tranflated. When alphabetical writing made the con- 
veyance of opinions, and the tranfmiffion of events, 
more eafy and certain, literature did not flouriib in 
more than one country at once, or diftant nations had 
little commerce with each other ; and thofe few whom 
curioCty fent abroad in queft of improvement, delivered 
their acquifitions in their own manner, defirous per- 
haps to be confidered as the inventors of that which 
they had learned from others. 

The Greeks for a time travelled into Egypt^ but 
they tranflated no books from the Egyptian language ; 
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and When the Macedonians had overthrown the empire 
of Petfia^ the countries that became fubjed to Grecian 
dominicm ftudied only the Grecian literature* The 
books of the conquered nations, if they had any among 
them, funk into oblivion ; Gr^^r^ confidered herfelf as 
the miftrefs, if not as the parent of arts } her language 
contained all that was fuppofed to be known ; and, ex« 
cept the facred writings of the Old Teftament, I know 
not that the library of Alexandria adopted any thing 
from a foreign U>ngue. 

The Ramans confefied themfelves the fcholars of 
the Greeks^ and do not appear to have expefted, 
what has fince happened^ that the ignorance of fuc« 
ceeding ages would prefer them to thdr teachers^ 
Eycsy man^ who in Rome afpired to the praife of Ii«< 
teraiture, thought it neceffary to learn Greek, and 
bad no need of verfiens when they could ftudy the 
ofiginj^Si Tranflation, however, was ndt wholly 
negle^ed* Dramadck poems could be underftood 
by the people in no knguage but their own, and 
the Romans were fometimes entertained with thts 
traged^ of Eur^ides, Btid the comedies of Menander. 
Oth^ works were fometimes attempted j in an old 
fcboliaft^there k men^on of a Latin Iliad; and we 
K*ve not wholly loft Tullf% verfion of the poem of 
Aratus^ but it does n6t 'appear that any man grew 
eihitient by interpr^ing another, and perhaps it wad 
more fi^^ent to tranflate for exercife pr amufement, 
ikizn for fame. 

Tl^c Arah 'were the firft nation who felt the ar- 
dour df tranflation:' ^heh fhey had fb^dued the 
eaftem provinces oiHtit' Greek empire^ they fbunci 
'V0L.VIL T their 
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their captives wifer than themfelves, and made hafte 
to relieve their wants by imparted knowledge. They 
difcovered that many might grow wife by the labour 
of a few, and that improvements might be made 
with fpeed, when they had the linowledge of former 
ages in their own language. They therefore made 
hafte to lay hold on medicine and philofophy^ and 
turned their chief authors into Arabick. Whether 
they attempted the poets is not known $ their literary 
zeal was vehement, but it was. fhort^ and probably 
expired before they had time to add the arts of ele- 
gance to thofe of neceffity. 

. The ftudy of ancient literature was interrupted in 
Europe by the irruption of the Northern nations, who 
fubyerted the Roman empire, and ereded new king- 
doms with new languages. It is not ftrange, that 
fuch confufion (hould fufp^ literary attention ; 
thofe who loft, and thofe who gained dominioHy had 
immediate difEculties to encounter, and ii&mediate 
miferies to redrefs, and had little l^ure, anpddft the 
violence of war, the trepidation of flight, the diftreffes 
of forced migration, or the tumults of unfet^ed con- 
queft, to inquire after fpeculative truth, to enjoy the 
amufement of imaginary adventures, tQ knpw the 
hiftory of former ages, or ftudy the events of ^any 
other lives. But no fooner had this chaos of domi- 
nion funk into 'order,^ than learning began again to 
flpuriih in the calm of peace.r When life an^ poffet 
iions were fecure, convenience and enjoyment were 
foon fought,^ learning was found |he h|gheft gratifi- 
(:atiop of the np^nd, , and tranflation braune oz^ of the 
joieans by which it was imi^M^ . , 
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At laft, by a concurrence of many caufes, the Eu* 
ropean world was roused from its lethargy ; thofe arts 
which had been long obfcurely ftudied in the gloom 
of monafteries, became the general favourites of man- 
kind; every nation vied with its neighbour for the 
prize of learning ; the epidemical emulation fpread 
from fouth to north, and curiodty and tranilation found 
their way to Britain* ; . 



T'l '.'L. i 



Numb. 69. Saturda v, Auguji 11^ 1759- 

tTE that reviews the progrefs of Englijb literature, 
will find that tranflation was very early cultivated 
among us; but that fome principles, either wholly 
erroneous or too far extended, hindered our fuccefs 
from being always equal to our diligence. 

Cbaucery who is generally confidered as the father 
of our poetry, has left a verfion of Boetitis on the Com^ 
forts of Philofophy^ the book which feems to have been 
the favourite of the middle ages, which had been tranf- 
lated into Saxon by King Alfred y and illuftrated with 
a copious comment afcribed to Aquinas. It may be 
fuppofed x\i^,t Chaucer would apply more than com* 
mon attention to an author of fo much celebrity, yet 
he has atteppted nothing higher than a verfion ftriftly 
literal, and has degraded the poetical parts to profe, 
that tlie confl:raiflt of verfification might not obftrud^ 
his zeal.fipr fidelity.. . < 

\ ' .>.' -V" ' T2 ' ' ' ' Caxton 
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Caxtim taught us typography about the year 1474. 
The firft book printed in Engli/h was a tranflation. 
Caxton was both the tranflator and printer of the 
DeftruSiM rf Troye; a book which, in thatinfsmcy 
of learning, was confidered as the beft account of 
the fabulous ages, and which, though now driven 
out of notice by authors of no greater ufe or value, 
fiill continued to be read in Caxton* s Engtijh to the 
beginning of the prefent century, 

Caxton proceeded as he began, and, except the 
poems of Gower and Chaucer ^ printed nothing hut 
tranflations from the French^ in which the original is 
fo fcrupuloufly followed, that they afford us little 
knowledge of our own language } though the words 
are Englijh^ the phrafe is foreign. 

As learning advanced, new works were adopted 
into our language, but I think with little improve- 
ment of the art of tranilation, though foreign na- 
tions and other languages offered us models of a 
better method ; till, in the age oiE4izabethy we began 
to find that greater liberty was neceffary to elegance, 
and that elegance was neceffary* to general recep- 
tion J fome effays were then made upon the Italian 
poets, which deferve the praife and gratitude of 
pofterity. 

But the old pradkice was hot fuddenly forfaken ; 
Holland filled the nation with literal tranilation ; and, 
what is yet more ftrange, the fiune exa&nefs was 
bbftinately pradifed in the verfions of the poets. 
This abfurd labour of conftriiing into rhyme was 
countenanced by Jonfon in his verfion of Horace; and 
whether it be that more men have learning dlan ge« 
nius, or that the endeavours of that time were more 
•" ' ' dire^d 
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dire&ed towardt knowledge than delight, the ac* 
cucacy of Jimfin found more imitatofs than the ele* 
gaoce of Faitfax; and May^ Sandys^ and Holiday 9 
confined themfelves to the toil of rendering line for 
line, not mdeed with equ^l felicity, for May and 
Sandys were poets, and Holiday only a fcholar and a 
critick. 

Feltham appears to confider it as the eftabliihed 
law of poetical tranHadon, that the lines fhould be 
neither more nor fewer than diofe of the original; 
and fo long had> this prejudice prevailed, that Deth 
bam praifes Fenjbaw^s verfion of Guarini as the ex« 
attiple of a new and noble way ^ as the firft attempt to 
break the boundaries of cuftom, and aflert the natural 
freedom of the Mufe. 

In the general emulation of wit and genius which 
the feftivity of the Reftoration produced, the poets 
ftook off their conftraint, and confidered tranllatiofi 
as no longer confined to fervile clofenefs. But re- 
formation is feldom the work of pure virtue or un« 
affifted reafon, Tranllation was improVdd more by 
accident *than conviQion. The*writers -of ^he fore^ 
going age had at leaft learning equal to their genius'^ 
and being often more able to explain the fentiments or 
illuftrate the allufions of the ancients, than to exhibit 
their graces and transfufe their fpirit, were perhaps 
willing fometimes to conceal their want of poetry by 
profufion of literature, and therefore tranflated 
literally, that their fidelity might Ihelter their infi- 
pidity or harflmefs. The wits of Charleses time had 
feldom more than flight and fuperficial views ; and 
their care was to hide their want of learning behind 

T3 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



278 THJE. IDLER.: N^69 

the colours of a gay imagination ; they therefore tranf-' 
lated always with freedom, fooietitnes with licentiouf- 
nefs, and perhaps expefked that their readers fhould 
accept fprightlinefs for knowliedge, and confider igno- 
ranee and miftake as the impatience and negligence of 
a mind too rapid to ftop at difficyhiesy and too e\tn 
vated to defcend to minutenefs. 

Thus was traniladon made more.eafy to the writer, 
and more delightful to the reader ; and there is no 
wonder if eafe and pleafure have found their advocates*. 
The paraphraftick liberties have been almoft univerfally 
admitted ; and Sberbaurn^ whofe learning was eminent, 
and who had no need of any excufe to pafs flightly 
over obfcurities, is the only writer who in later times 
has attempted fo juftify or revive the ancient feverity. . 

There is undoubtedly a mean to be obferved. Dry^ 
^ den faw very early that ciofenefs beft preferved an m^ 
tbor's fenfe, and that freedom beft exhibited his fpirit ; 
he therefore will deferve the higheft praife, who can 
give a reprefentation at once faithful and pleafing, who 
can convey the fame thoughts with the fam^ graces, 
and who, when be tranflates, changes nothing but tliQ 
Japguaj[€, 
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Numb. 70. Saturday, Angujt I8j 1759.' 



"C^EW feults of ftyle, whether realpr imaginary, ex- 

cite the tnalignily of a more numerous clafs of 

readers, than the ufe of hard word^. " 

If an author be fuppofed to involve his thoughts in 
voluntary obfcurity, and to obftraft, by unneceflary 
difficuhies, a mind eager in purfdit of truth ; if he 
writes Hot to make others learned, but to boaft the* 
learning which he poffeffes himfelf, and wifhes to be 
admired rather than underftood, he counteracts the 
firft end of writing, and juftly fufFers the utmoft feve- 
rity of cenfure, or the more affliftive feverity of negleft. 

But words are hard only to thofe who do not un-* 
derftand them } and the critick ought always to in- 
quire, whether he is incommoded by the fault of the- 
writer, or by his own. 

Every author does not write for every reader j 
many queftions are fuch as the illiterate part of* 
mankind can have neither intered nor pleafure in 
difcufling, and which therefore it would be an ufe- 
lefs endeavour to level with common minds, by 
tirefome circumlocutions or laborious explanations; 
and many fubjeds of general ufe may be treated in 
a different manner, as the book is intended for the 
learned or the ignorant, Diffufion and explication 
are neceffary to the inftru£Uon of thofe who, being 
n^th^r able nor stccuftomed to think for themfelves,> 

T 4 m 
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can learn only what is exprefsly taught i but they who 
can form parallels, difcover confequences, and multi- 
ply concluiions, are beft pleafed with involution of 
argument and compreilion of thought; they defire 
only to receiye the feeds of knowledge, which they may 
branch out by their own power, to have the way to 
truth pointed out, which they can then follow without 
a guide- 

The Guardian dire£ks piie of hift pupils U think 
with the wife^ but /peak 'with ib(, vu^r. TliU is a 
precept fpeciotis eQough, but not always pra^cable. 
Difference of thoughts will produce diflference of 
language. He that thinks with more extent than 
another, will want words of larger meaning } he that 
thinks with more fubtilcy will feek for terms of 
more nice difcrimination j and where is the wonder, 
fince words are but the images of things, that he 
who never knew the original ihould not know the 
copies? 

Yet vjtnity inclines us tp find faults any where 
rather than in ourfelves. He that reads and grows 
no wifer, feldom fufpeds his Qwn deficiency ; but 
complains of hard words and obfcQre fentefices, and 
a(Ks why books are written which cannot be under* 
flood ? 

Among the j)^d words which are no longer to 
be ufed, it has been long the cuftom to number 
terms of art, JEviry man (feys Swift) is more able 
tQ explain thefubjed of an art than its profeffors;, afar- 
tner will felt you^ in two li^ordsj that he^has broken his 
leg; but afurgeon^ isfter a long difcourfe^ fhall leave 
y<fu as ignorant as you were before. This cduld only 
have been faid by fuch tan exad obferv^r of life, joK 
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gratification of malignity, or in oftentatioil of acute^ 
nefs. Every hoar produces inftances of the t^eceG 
jBty of terms of art. Mankind could never con« 
fpire in uniform aflfe£):ation } it is not but by ne« 
ceffity that every fcience and every trade has its 
pecuUar language. They that content themfelve^ 
vrith general ideas may refl: in general terms ; but 
thofe, whofe ftudies or employments force them upon 
clofer inrpediob, mUft have names for particular 
ports, and words by which they may exprefs various 
modes of combination, fuch as none but tbemfelves 
^ have occafion to confider. 

Artifts are indeed fometimes ready to fuppofe that 
none can be ftranger; to words to which themfelves 
are familiar, talk to an incidental inquirer as they talk 
to one another, and make their knowledge ridiculous 
by injudicious obtrufion. An art cannot be taught 
but by its proper terms, but it is not always nece^ary 
to teach the art. 

That the vulgar exprefs their thoughts clearly is 
far from true; and what perfpicuity can be found 
among them proceeds , not from the eafinefs of 
their language, but the (hallownefs of their thoughts. 
He that fees a building as a common fpeftator, 
contents himfelf with relating that it is great or 
little, mean or fplendid, lofty or low; all thefe 
words are intelligible and common, but they con- 
vey no diftin£t or limited ideas; if he attempts, 
without the terms of architeSure, to delineate the 
parts, or enumerate the ornaments, his narration at 
once becomes unintelligible. The terms, indeed, 
generally difpleafe, becaufe they are underftood by 
few 5 but they are little underftood only becaufe 

I few^ 
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§eWy that look upon an edifice, examine its parts, or 
analyfe its columns into their members* 

The ftate of every other art is the fame ; as it is 
curforily furveyed or accurately examined, different 
forms of expfefiion become proper. In morality it is 
one thing to difcufs the niceties of the cafuift, and 
another to dircQt the pradice of common life. In 
agriculture, he that inftrufts the farmer to plough and 
low, may convey his notions without the words which 
he would find necel&ry in explaining to ptiilofophers 
the procefs of vegetation ; and if he, who has nothmg 
to do but to be honed by the ihorteft way , will perplex 
his mind with fubtHe fpeculations ; or if he, whofe 
talk is to reap and threfli, will not be contented with* 
out examining the evolution of the feed and circulation 
of the fap ; the writers whom either (hall confult are 
yirj little to be blamed, though it ihould fometimesi 
happen that they are read in vain. ' 
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Numb. 71. - Saturday, Auguji 25, 1759. 



T^ICK SHIFTER way bom in Cbeapfuk^ and, hav- 
ing paffed reputably through ail the clafles of 5/. 
PauF% fchool, has been for fome years a ftudent in the 
Temple. He is of opinion, that intenfe application dulto 
the Acuities, and thinks it necei&ry to temper the fe^ 
verity of the law by books that engage the mind, but 
do not fatigue it. He has therefore made a copious 
colledion of plays, poems, and romances, to vrhicfa 
he has recourfe when he fancies himfelf tired with fla* 
tutes and reports ; and he feldom inquires very nicely 
whether he is weary or idle. 

Dick has received from his favourite authors very 
ilrong impreffions of a country life ; and, though his 
furtheft excurfions have been to Greenwich on one 
fide, and Chelfea on the other, he has talked for feve« 
rai years, with great pomp of language and elevation 
of fentiments, about a ftate too high for contempt and 
too low for envy, about homely quiet, and blamelefs 
(implicity, paftoral delights, and rural innocence. 

His friends who had eftates in the country, often in- 
vited him to pafs the fummer among them, but fome- 
thing or other had always hindered him ; and he con- 
fidered, that to refide in the houfe of another man was 
to incur a kind of dependence inconfiftent with that 
)axity of life whi^h he had imaged as the chief good. 

% This 
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This fummer he refolved to be happy, and procured 
a lodging tp be taken for him at a foUtary houfe, fitu- 
ated about thirty miles from London^ on the banks of 
a fmall river, Mrith com fields before it, and a hill on 
each fide covered v^ith wood. He concealed the place 
of his retirement) that none might violate his ol^:ltxity ; 
and promifed himfelf many a happy day when he 
fliould hide himfelf among the trees, and contemplate 
the tuttittlts tod vexations of the town. 

He itepped hto the poft^haife whh his heart beat- 
k)g alid his eyes fparkling, was conveyed ihrbugh 
laany varieties of delightful profpeds, (aw hills and 
meadows, corn-fields and pafture, fucceed each other, 
and for four hours charged none of his poets with fie 
ticm or exaggeration. He was now within fix miles 
fp^f happinefs, when, having never felt fo much a^ta-* 
tion befofe, he began to wiih his journey at an end, 
and the lail hour was palled in changit^ h^ pofturei 
and quarrelling with his driven 

An hour may be tedious^ but cannot be long. He 
at length alighted at his new dwelling, and was re« 
ceivedashe expected ; he looked round upon the hills 
and rivulets, but his joints were fli^ and his mufcies 
fore, and bis firfl requefl; was to fee his bed-chamber. 

He refted well, and aicribed the foundnefs of his 
fleq> to the flillnefs of the country* He expe&ed 
from that time nothing but nights of quiet aod days 
of rapture, and, as foOn as he bad dfen, wrote an 
account of his n^w ftate to one of his friends in the 
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Dear Frank, 

/ never pitied thee before. I am ntm as 1 couUt 

ht^/b every man of wifdom and virtue to be^ in the 

regions (f calm content and piacid mentation / with 

-all tie beauties of nature ^Sating my notice^ and all 

the dh)erjities of pleafure courting my acceptance ; the 

birds are chirping in the hedges^ and the flowers 

blooming in the mead; the breeze is whiflUng in the 

wood^ and the fun dancing on the water* I can now 

fay^ ivitb truths that a man^ capable of enjoying the 

purity of happinefs^ is never, more bufy than in his- 

hours of ki/ure^ nor ever lefs foiitary than in ^ place of 

foiitude. 

I am^ dear Frakk^ ^c* 

Whai he had fent away his letter, he walked into 
the wood, with fome inconveni^e, bom the forase 
that pricked his legs, and the bxiars that foratc^ hiA 
face* He at laft fat down under a tree, and heard 
wkh great delight a ihower, jby which he wa& not v^et/ 
rattling among the branches : this, faid he, is the true^ 
image of obfcurity ; we hear of troubles and comino* 
tions, but never feel thetn. 

His atnufement did not overpower the calk of 
nature, and he therefore went back to order his 
dinnen He knew that the country produces what- 
ever ijs eateii or drunk, and^ imagining that he was 
now at the foprce of luxury, refolvod to indulge 
himfelf with dainties which he fuppoied might fan 
procur^ .^t a price next to nothing, if any^rice at 
all was expeded; and intended to amaze the ru£i 
)&dcs with his gen^ofity^ 4)y paying more ifhatn.they 
would aik* Of twenty dUhes -whiqh iit named, he 
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Vf2s amazed to find that fcarcely one was to be had i 
ind heard^ with aftonifhment and indignationy that all 
Hie fruits of the earth were fold at a h^faer price thaa 
in the 0reets of London^ 

Ifis meal was ihort and fullen ; and he retired again 
to his tree, to inquire howdeamefs could be confident 
with abundance, or how fraud fbould be pradifed by 
fimplicity. He was not fatisfied with his own fpecu^ 
lationsy and, returning home early in the evening, wait 
awhile from window to window, and found that he 
wanted fomething to do/ 

He inquired for a newfpaper, and was told that 
farmers never minded news, but that they , could 
lend .for it from the ale-houfe. A meilenger was 
difpatched, who ran away at full fpeed, but loitered 
an hour behind the hedges, and at laft coming 
back with bis feet purpofely bemired, inftead of ex* 
prefEng the gratitude which Mr* Shifter expe£ked 
for. the. bounty of a {hilling, faid, that the night was 
wet, and the way dirty, and he hoped that his 
worihip would not, think it much to give him half a 
crown. 

Dick now went to bed with fome abatement of 
his cxpeSations; but fleep, I know not how, re- 
vives our lK)pes, and rekindles our defires^ He 
rofe early in the nK>rning, furveyed the landrcape, 
^ zai was pleafed* He walked out, and paffed from 
field to field, v^ithout obferving a^iy beaten path» 
and wdidered that he had not feen the fliepherd- 
efles dsmcing, nor heard the fwains piping to their 
flocks^ 

At kft h^ faw feme reapers and harveft-womect 

^at dimier.. Here, iiadd.he, are the true Arcadiani^ 

c .' and 
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siad advapced coiirteoufly towards them, as afraid of 
confixfing them by the! dignity of his prdence* 
They acknowledged his fuperiority by . no odier 
token than* that of afking him for fomethingto 
4rink« He imagined that he had now purchafed 
the privilege of difcourfe, and began to defcend to 
familiar queftions, endeavouring to accommodate 
l^s difcourfe to the groflhefs of ruftick under- 
{landings. The clowns foon found that he did 
not know wheat from ry^, and began to defpifehim ;. 
pne of the boys, by pretending to (hew him a bird's 
neft, decoyed him into a ditch ; and one of the wenches 
fold him a bargain. 

This walk had given him no great pleafure; but 
he hoped to find other rufticks lefs coarfe of man- 
ners, and. lefs mifchievous of difpofition* Next 
morning he was accofted by an attorney, who told 
him, that, unlefs he made farmer Dob/on fatisfafiioa 
fpr trampling his grafs, he had orders to indid him. 
Shifter was oflFended, but not terrified ; and, telling 
die attorney that he was himfelf a lawyer, talked fo 
Tolubly of pettyfoggers and barraters, that he drove 
him' away. 

Finding his walks thus interrupted, he was in- 
clined to ride, and being pleafed with the ap-. 
pearance of a horfe that was grazing in a ileigh- 
bouring meadow, inquired the owner, who War^ 
ranted him found, and would not fell him, but that 
he was too fine for a plain man. Dick paid dowii 
the price, and, riding out to enjoy the evening, fell 
with his new horfe into a ditch ; they got out with 
difficulty, and, as he was going to mount again, a 
countryman looked iat the - horfe, and perceived 
'- him 
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him to be blind. Dkk went to the fisUer, smd dei» 
manded back his money ) but im told, that a man 
%h6 rented his gtound mtift do the beft for himfelf ; 
that hb landlord had his rent though (hejear^iw 
barren ; and that, whether horfes had eyes or nb, he 
Ihould fell them to tie higheft bidder. 

Shifter nb^ began to be tired with rufiick fimpii« 
city, and on the fifth day took pofle^on agaiii of his 
chambers, and bade farewel io the regbns of calm 
oootent and placid meditatioB. 



NtJMB. 72* Saturday^ September 1, 1759-. 

XJ'EN coitiplain of nothing more frequently than 
of deficient memory ; and, indeed, every one 
finds that many of the ideas which he defired to retain 
have flipped irretrievably away ; that the acquifitiqns 
of the mind are fometimes equally fugitive with the 
^ifts of fortune ; and that a fhort intermiffion of atten- 
tion more certainly le0ens knowledge than impairs ai^ 
eftate* 

To ailift this weaknefs of our nature, many methods 
have been propofed, all of which may be juilly fiif^ 
pe&ed of being inefie£hial i for no art of meioory* 
however its efFeds have been boafted or admired, has 
been ever adopted into general ufe, nor have ii^ofy 
who pofieifed it appeared to excd others in readiaefr 
of recolle£Uon or muItipUaty pf s^tainn^ent;* 

There 
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There is another art of which all have felt the 
want, though Themiftocles only confeiled it. We 
iufier equal pain from the pertinacious adhefion of 
unwelcome images, as from the evanefcence of tl^ofe 
which are pleafing and ufeful ; and it may be doubted 
whether we ihould be more benefited by^the art of me. 
mory or the art of forgetfulnefs. 

Forget%lnefs is neceffary to remembrance. Jd^s 
are retained by renovation of that imprefiion which 
time is always wearing away, and which new images 
arc ftriving to obliterate. If ufclefs thoughts could 
be expelled from the mind, all the valuable parts of 
our knowledge would more frequently recur, and 
every recurrence would reinftate them in their former 
place. 

It is impoffible to confider, without fome regret^ 
how much might have been learned, or how much 
might have been invented by a rational and vigorous 
application of time, ufelefsly or p^nfuUy palled in 
the revocation of events which have left neither good 
nor evil behind them, in grief for misfortunes either 
repaired or irreparable, in refentrrient of injuries 
Icnown only to ourfelves, of which death has put the 
authors beyond our power. 

Philofophy has accumulated precept upon pre- 
cept, to warn us againft the anticipation of future 
calamities. All ufelefs mifery is certainly folly, 
and he that feels evils before they, come may be de- 
fervedly cenfured ; yet furely to dread the fature is 
more reafonable than to lament the pad. The bu. 
finefs of life is to go forwards : he who fees evil in 
profped meets it in his way ; but he who catches it 

Vol. VII. U by 
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by retrofpeftion turns back to find it. That which 
is feared may foinetimes be avoided, but that which? 
is regretted to-day may be regretted again to-mor- 
row. 

Regret is indeed ufeful and virtuous, and not 
only allowable but nectffary, when it tends to the 
amendment of life, or to admonition of error which 
we may be again in danger of committing But a 
very fmall part of the moments Ipent in meditation: 
on the paft, produce any reafonable caution or fa-^ 
lutary forrow. Moft of. the mortifications that we 
have fuffered, arofe from the concurrence of local and 
temporary circumftances, which can never meet again ; 
and moft of our difappointments have fucceeded thofe 
expeftations, which life allows not to be formed a fe- 
Gond time* 

It would add much to human happinefs, if an art 
could be taught of forgetting all of which the remem- 
brance is at once ufelefs and afHidive, if that pain 
which never can end in pleafure could be driven to- 
tally away, that the mind might perform its funftions 
without incumbrance, and the paft might no longer 
iencroach upon the prefent. 

Little can be done well to which the whole mind is 
not applied ; the bufinefs of every day calls for the 
day to which it is affigned ; and he will have no lei* 
fure to regret yefterday's vexations who refolves not to 
■have a new fubjeft of regret to-morrow. 

But to forget or to remember at pleafure, are 
equally beyond the power of man. Yet as memory 
may be affifted by method, and the decays of know- 
ledge repaired by ftated times of recolledion, fo 
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the power of forgetting is capable of improvement^ 
Reafon will, by a refolute conteft, prevail over imagi. 
nation, and the power may be obtained of transferring 
the attention as jddgmeQt £baU dired):. 

The incurfions of troublefome thoughts are often 
violent and importunate ; and it is not eafy to a mind 
aeeuftomed to their inroads to expel them unme* 
diatdy by potting better images into motion ; but th)| 
enemy of quiet is above all others weakened by every 
defeat ; the reilexionwbich has been once overpowered 
and ejdQ:ed, feldom returns with any formidable vebe* 
mence. 

Employment is the great inftrument of . intel^ 
le^lual dominion. The mind cannot retire from 
its enemy into total vacancy, or turn afide from one 
objed but by pafling to another. The gloomy an4 
the refentful are always found among thofe whQ 
have nothing to do, or who do nothing. We muft 
be bufy about good or evil, and he to whom the pre* 
fent offers nothing will often be looking backward on 
the paft. 



Va 



Digitized by 



Google 



^2 THE IDLER. N^j. 



Numb. 73. Saturday, September 89 1759* 

npHAT every man would be ridh if a wifli 
coald obtain riches, is a pofidon which I be- 
lieve few will conte'ft, at leaft in a nation like ooiis^ 
in which commerce has kindled an univerlal emu- 
lation of wealth, and in which money receives all the 
honours which are the proper right of knowledge and of 
virtue. 

Yet though we are all labouring for gold as for 
the chief good, and, by the natural effort of un- 
wearied diligence, have found many expeditious 
methods of obtaining it, we have not been able to 
improve the art of ufing it, or to tnake it pro- 
duce more hapjHnefs than it afforded in former 
times, when every declaimer expatiated on its mif* 
chiefs, and every philofopher taught his followers to 
defpife it. 

Many of the dangers imputed c^ old to exor- 
bitant wealth are now at an end. The rich are 
neither way-laid by robbers, nor watched by in- 
formers ; there is nothing to be dreaded from pro- 
fcriptions, or feizures. The necelEty of concealing 
treafure has long ceafed ; no man now needs counter, 
feit mediocrity, and condemn his plate and jewels 
to caverns and darknefs, or feafl: his mind with the 
confcioufnefs of clouded fplendour, of finery which 
is ufelefs till it is (hewn, and Mi^hich he dares not 
Ihew. 

^ In 
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In our time the poor are ftrongly tetnpted to af- 
fume the appearance of weakh, but the wealthy 
very rarely defire to be thought poor ; for we are 
all at full liberty to difplay riches by every mode 
of oftentation. We fill our houfes with ufelefs orna- 
ments, only to (hew that we can buy them ; we 
cover our coaches with golds and employ artifts 
in the difcovery of new fafhions of expence; and 
yet it cannot be found that riches produce happi- 
nefs. 

Of riches^ as of every thing dfe, the hope is 
more than the enjoyment ; while we confider them 
as the means to be ufed, at fome future time, for 
the attainment of felicity,- we prefs oi\ our pur- 
fuit ardently and' vigoroufly, and that ardour fe. 
cures us from wearinefs of ourfelves ; but no. fooncrr 
do we fit down to enjoy our acquifuions, than 
we find them infuiEcient to fill up the vacuities of 
life. 

One caufe which is not always pbferved of the 
infufSciency of riches is, that they very feldoRi: 
make their owner rich. To be rich, is to have more 
than is defired, and more than is wanted ; to have 
fomething which may be fpent without reludance, and 
fcattered without care, with which the fudden de. 
mands of defire may be gratified, thj&cafual freaks of 
fancy indulged, or the unexpedted opportunities of 
benevolence improved. 

Avarice is always poor, but poor by her own fault. 
There is another poveny to which the rich are ex- 
pofed with lefs guilt by the officioufnefs of others. 
Every man, eminent for exuberance of fortune, is 

U 3 furrounded 
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fuTToundcd from morning to evening, and from even- 
ing to toidnight, by flatterers, whofe art of aduhtioa 
fconfifts in fexciting artificial wants, and in forming rscw 
fchemcs of profufion. 

Tom Trahquilj when he came to age, foand himfelf 
in pbffeflion of a fortune, of which the twentieth part 
feight perhaps have made him rich. His temper is 
feafy, and his aflFeftions foft ; he receives every maa 
with kindnefs, and hears him with credulity* His 
friends took care to fettle him by giving him a wife, 
S&^rhbm, hkving no particular inclination, he rather ac- 
^ttpted than chofe, becfaufe he was told that (he was 
"proper for him. 

He was now to live* with dignity proportionate to 
-his fortune. What his fortune requires or admits 
^Tom does tiot know, for he has little (kill In compu- 
tation, and none of his friends think it their in- 
"tereft to improve it. If he was fuffered to live by 
his own choice, he would leave every thing as he 
%nds it, and pafs through the world diftinguifhed 
^nly by inoflfenfive igentlcnefs. But the itiiniftef? 
bf luxury have marked him out as one at whofe ex- 
^ence they may exercifc their arts* A companion, 
who had juft learned the names of tjie Italian matters, 
hms from fale to fale, and buys piSures, for which 
Mr. Tranquil pays, without inquiring where they 
ihall be hung. Another fills his garden with fta- 
tues, which Tranquil wifties away, but dares not 
remove. One of his friends is learning architec- 
ture by building him a houfe, which he paffed by, 
and inquired to whom it belonged; another has 
been fox three years digging canals and raifiqg 
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mounts, cutting trees down in one place, and planting 
them in another, on which Tranquil looks with a 
ferene indifference, without a&ing what will be the 
coft. Another projector tells him that a water- 
work, like that of Verfailles^ will complete the beau- 
ties, of /his feat, and lays- his 'draughts before 
him; Tranquil turns his eyes upon them, and the 
artift begins his explanations; Tranquil raifes no 
obgedions, but orders him to begin the work, that 
Jbe may efqape from talk which he does not underfland. 
T|]jas a thoufand hands are bufy at his expence, 
, without adding to his pleafures. He pays and receives 
vifits, and has loitered in publick or in folitude, talking 
in fummer of the to\wn, and in winter of the country, 
without knowing that his fortune is impaired, till his 
ileward told him this morning, that he could pay the 
workmen no longer but by mortgaging a manor. 
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Numb. 74. Saturdat, September 15, 1739. 

TN the mythological pedigree of learning, me- 
mory is made the mother of the mufes, by 
which the mafters of ancient wifdom, perhaps, 
meant to fhew the neceffity of ftoring the mind co- 
pioufly with . true notions, before the imagination 
fhould be fufiered to form fiftions or coiled itnibeU 
lifliments ; for the works of ah ignorant poet can af- 
ford nothing higher than pleafmg found, and fiction 
is of no other ufe than to difplay the treafures of 
memory. 

The neceffity of memory to the acquifition of 
knowledge is inevitably felt and univerfally allowed^ 
fo that fcarcely any other of the mental faculties are 
commonly confidered as neceffary to a ftudent : he that 
admires the proficiency of another, always attributes it 
to the happinefs of his memory ; and he that laments 
his own defedls, concludes with a wiih that his memory 
was better. 

' It is evident, that when the power of retention is 
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge 
mull be vain ; and as few are willing to be doomed 
to perpetual ignorance, I may, perhaps, atford con. 
folation to fome that have fallen too eafily into de- 
fpondence, by obferving that fuch weaknefs is, in my 
opinion, very rare, and that few have reafon to com- 
plain of nature as unkindly fparing of the gifts of 

memory. 

In 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



N^74* THE IDLER. 297 

In the common bufinefs of life, we find the me- 
mory of one like that of another, and honeftly im- 
pute omiiEons not to involuntary forgetfulnefs, but 
culpable inattention ; but in literary inquiries, failure 
is imputed rather to want of memory than of dili- 
gence. 

We confider ourfelves as defeftivc in memory, cither 
becaufe we remember lefs than we defire, or lefs than 
we fuppofe others to remember. 

Memory is like all other human powers, with 
which no man can be fatisfied who meafures them 
by what he can conceive, or by what he can defire. 
He whofe mind is moft capacious, finds it much too 
narrow for his wiflies ; he that remembers moft, re- 
members little, compared with what he forgets. He 
therefore that, after the perufal of a book, finds 
few ideas remaining in his mind, is not to confider 
the difappointment as peculiar to himfelf, or to 
refign all hopes of improvement, becaufe he does 
not retain what even the author has perhaps for- 
gotten. 

He who compares his memory with that of 
others, is often too hafty to lament the inequa- 
lity. Nature has fometimes, indeed, afforded ex- 
amples of enormous, wonderful, and gigantick me- 
mory. Scaliger reports of himfelf, that, in his 
youth, he could repeat above an hundred verfes, 
having once read them ; and Barihicus declares, 
I that he wrote his Comment upon Claudian without 
confulting the text. But not to have fuch degrees 
of memory is no more to be lamented, than not to 
have the ftrength of Hercules^ or the fwiftnefs of 

Achilles* 
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Achilles. H€ that, in the di&?ibution of good, has 
an equal ibare -with common men, vciaij juftly be 
contented. Where there is no Ariki&g difpanty, 
it is difficult to know of t|vo which remembers 
moft, and ftiU more difficult to difcover which reads 
with greater attention, which has renewed the iirft 
impreffion by more frequent repetitions, or by what 
accidental combination of ideas either mind might 
have united any particular narrative or argument toits 
former Hock. 

But memory, however impartially diftributed, 
fo often deceives our trufl:, tha.t almoft every man 
attempts, by fome artifice or other^ to fecure its 
fidelity. 

It is the pra£lice of ms^ny readers to note, in the 
margin of their books, the moft important pafiages, 
the ftrongeft arguments, or the bdghteft fentiments. 
Thus they load their minds with fuperfluous atten- 
tion, reprefs the vehemeApe of curiofity by ufeleis 
4ieliberation, and by freqiient interruption break the 
current of narration or the chain of reafon, and at laft 
dofe the volume, and forget the pafiages and marks 
together. 

Others I have found unalterably perfuaded, that 
nothing is certainly remembered hut what is tranf- 
ccribed; and they have therefore paffed weeks and 
.months in transferring large quotations to a com- 
mon-place book. Yet, why any part of a bode, 
which can be confulted at pleafure, Ihould te co- 
.pied, I was never able to difcover. The hand 
has no clofer correfpoudence with the memory than 
the eye. The aft of writing itfelf diftrafts the 
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thoughts, and what is read twice is commonly bet- 
ter remembered than what is tranfcribed. This 
method, tberefore, confumes time, without aflifting 
memory. 

The true art of memory is the art of attention. 
No man will read with much advantage, who is not 
able, at pleafure, to evacuate his mind, or who brings 
not to his author an intelleft defecated and pure, nd- 
ther turbid with care, nor agitated by pleafure. If the 
repofitories of thought are already full, what call 
they receive ? If the mind is employed on the paft or 
future, the book wiH be held before the eyes in 
vain. What is read with delight is commonly retained, 
becaufe pleafure always fecures attention: but the 
books which are confulted by occafional neceffity, and 
perufed with impatience, feldom leave any traces on 
(be mind« 
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Numb. 75. Saturday, September 22, 1759. 

TN the time when Bajfora vas cpufidered as the 
fchool of Afta^ and flouriflied by th^ reputation 
of its profeflbrs, and the confluence of its ftudents, 
among the pupils that liftened round the chair of 
.Albuniaxatj was Gelaleddin, a native of Taurisy in 
Perjiay a young man amiably in his manners and 
beautiful in his form, of boundlefs curiofity, incef- 
fant diligence, and irrefiftible genius, of quick appre- 
henfion and tenacious meipory, aqcurate without 
narrownefs, and eager for novelty without incon- 
ftancy. 

No fooner did Gelaleddin appear at Bajfora^ than 
his virtues and abilities raifed him to diftin&ion. 
He pafled from clafs to clafs, rather admired than 
envied by thofe whom the rapidity of his progrefs left 
behind ; he was confulted by his fellow-ftudents as an 
oraculous guide, and admitted as a competent auditor 
to the conferences of the fages. 

After a few years, having pafTed through all the 
exercifes of probation, Gelaleddin was invited to a 
profeffor's feat, and intreated to increafe the fplen- 
dour of Bajfora. Gelaleddin affefted to deliberate 
on the propofal, with which, before he confidered it, 
he refolved to comply ; and next morning retired to a 
garden planted for the recreation of the ftudents, and 
entering a folitary walk, began to meditate upon his 
future life. 

"It 
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** If I am thus eminent/* faid he, ** in the regions 
"of Kterature, I (hall be yet more confpicuous in 
" any other place ; if I fliould now devote myfelf 
•^ to ftudy and retirement, I muft pafs my life in 
** filence, unacquainted with the delights of wealth, 
*' the influence of power, the pomp of greatnefs, 
•* and the charms of elegance, with all that man 
" envies, and defires, with all that keeps the world 
*' in motion, by the hope of gaining or the fear of 
" lofing it, I will therefore depart to Tauris, where 
^ the Perlian monarch refides in all the fplendour 
" of abfolute dominion : my reputation will fly 
** before me, my arrival will be congratulated by 
** my kinfmen and my friends ; I fliall fee the eyes 
" of thofe who predift my greatnefs fparkling with 
*• exultation, and the faces of thofe that once 
** defpifed me clouded with envy, or counterfeiting 
** kindnefs by artificial fmiles. I will fliew my 
** wifdom by my difcourfe, and my moderation by my 
** filence ; I will inftrudk the modeft with eafy 
•' gentlenefs, and reprefs the oftentatious by feafon^ 
^^ able fupercilioufnefs. My apartments will be 
** crowded by the inquifitive and the vain, by thofe 
*^ that honour and thofe that rival me ; my name 
** will foon reach the court j I fliall ftand before 
** the throne of the emperor ; the judges of the law 
** will confefs my wifdom, and the nobles will con- 
«« tend to heap gifts upon me. If I fliall find that my 
** merit, like that of others, excites malignity, or 
** feel myfelf tottering on the feat of elevation, I 
•* may at laft retire to academical obfcurity, and 
"become, m my loweft ftate, a profeflbr oi Baf» 

I Having 
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Having thus fettled his determinatioo^. he declared 
to his friends his defign of vifiting Tauris^ and &w, 
with more pleafure than he ventured to exprefs, the 
regret with which he was dtfini0ed. He could not 
bear to delay the honours to which he was defti^f^d, 
and therefore haftened away, and in a flbort time en- 
tered the capital of Ferjia. He was imniyediately 
immerfed in the crowd, and pafled unohTerved to 
his father*s houfe. He entered, and was received, 
though not unkindly, yet without any exceft of fond- 
nefs or exclamations of rapture. His father had, in 
his abfence, fuffered many lofTes, and Gelakddin was 
confidered as an additional burden to a falling 
femily. 

When he recovered from his furprife, he began to 
difplay his acquifitions, and pradtifed all the arts of 
narration and difquifition : but the poor have no lei- 
fure to be pleafed with eloquence ; they heard his ar- 
guments without reflection, and his pleafantries without 
a fmile. He then applied himfelf fingly to his brothers 
and fitters, but found them all chained down by inva- 
liable attention to their own fortunes, and infenfible of 
any other excellence than that which could bring fome 
remedy for indigence. 

It was now known in the neighbourhood, that Qe^ 
lakddin was returned ; and he fate for fome days in 
expeftation that the learned would vifit him for con- 
fultation, or the great for entertainment. But who 
will be pleafed or inftru^ted in the manfions of po- 
verty ? He then frequented places of public refort, 
and endeavoured to attradl notice by the copioufnefs 
of his talk. The fprightly were filenced, and went 
away to cenfure, in fome other place, his arroganc«f 
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and his pedantiy ; and the dull liftened quietly for a 
while, and then wondered why any^man fliould take 
pains to obtain fo much knowledge which would never 
do him good. 

He next folicited the vifiers for employment, not 
doubting but his fervice would be eagerly accepted. 
He was told by one, that there was no vacancy in 
his office ; by another, that his merit was above any 
patronage but that of the emperor ; by a third, that 
he would not forget him ; and by the chief vifier, that 
he did not think literature of any great ufe in public 
bufinefs. He was fometimes admitted to their tables, 
where he exerted his wit, and diffufed his knowledge; 
but he obferved, that where, by endeavour or accident,, 
he had remarkably excelled, he was feldom invited 
a fecond time. 

He now returned to Baffhra^ wearied and difgufted, 
but confident of refuming his former rank, and reveU 
lihg again in fatiety of praife. But he who had been 
neglefted at TauHs, was not much regarded at Baf 
fora; he was cdnfidered as a fugitive, who returned 
only becaufe he could live in no other place ; his con*- 
panions found that they had formerly over-rated hi$ 
abilities, and he lived long without notice or efteem. 



Digitized by 



Google 



304 THE IDLER. H' 76. 

Numb. 76* Satukday, September ^% 1759- 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
T WAS much pleafed with your ridicule of thofe 
fhallow criticks^ whofe judgment, though often 
tight as far as it goes, yet reaches only to inferiour 
beauties ; and who, unable to comprehend the whole, 
judge only by parts, and from thence determine the 
merit of extenfive works. But there is another kind 
of critick ftill worfe, who judges by narrow rules, 
and thofe too often falfe, and which, though they 
fhould be true, and founded on nature, will lead him 
but a very little way toward the juft eftimation of 
the fublime beauties in works of genius ; for what- 
ever part of an art can be executed or criticifed by 
rules, that part is no longer the work of genius, 
which implies excellence out of the reach of rules. 
For my own part I profefs myfelf an Idler^ and love 
to give my judgmfent, fuch as it is, from my imme- 
diate perceptions, without much fatigue of think- 
ing ; and I am of opinion, that if a man has not 
thofe perceptions right, it will be vain for him to en- 
deavour to fupply their place by rules, which may 
enable him to talk more learnedly, but not to dif. 
tinguifli more acutely. Another reafon which has 
leffened my affedion for the ftudy of criticifm is, 
that criticks, fo far as I have obferved, debar them- 

felves 



Digitized by 



Google 



li\76. THE IDLER. 30 

felves frani receiving any pleaftire from the polite 
arts, at the fame time that they pro&fs to love and 
admire them: for thefe rules, being always upper* 
xnoft, give them fuch a propenfity to criticife, thkt^ 
inftead of giving up the reins of their imagination 
into their author's hands, their frigid mmds are em« 
ployed in examining whether the performance be ac«^ 
cording to the rules of art. 

To thofe who are refolved to be criticks in fpite 
of nature, and at the lame time have no great dif« 
pofition to much reading and ftudy, I would recom- 
mend to them to afiume the chara^r of connoiiTeur, 
which may be purchafed at a much cheaper rate than 
that of a critick in poetry. The remembrance of a 
few names of painters, with their general chara£ters, ^ 
with a few rules of the academy, which they may 
{Mck up among the painters, will go a great way to* 
wards making a very notable connoifleur. 

With a gentleman of this caft, I vifited kfl: week 
the Cartoons at Hampfon^ourt ; he was juft returned 
from Itafy^ a connoiiTeur of courfe, and of courfe 
his mouth full of nothing but the grace of Raffaelkj 
the purity of Domenichino^ the learning of Pouffin^ 
the air of Guido^ the greatnefs of tafte of the Cha*. 
rathesy aiui the fublimity and grand contomo of 
Michael Angelo ; with all the reft of the cant of cri- 
ticifm, which he emitted with that volubility which 
generally thofe orators have who annex no ideas to 
their words. 

As we were paiCng through the rooms, in our 
«ray to the gallery, I made him obferve a whole 
length of Charki the Firft by Vandyke^ as a perfed 
. Vol. VIL X reprefent» 
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reprefentiition of the charader as >;eell as the figure 
of the man. He agreed it was very fine, but it 
wanted fpirit and contraft, and had not the flow- 
ing line, without which a figure tould not poflibly 
be graceful. When we entered the gallery, I 
thought I could perceive him recolle£ting his 
rules by which he was to criticife RqffaeUe. I fliall 
pafs over his obfervation of the boats being too 
little, and other criticifms of that kind, till we 
arrived at St. Paul preaching. *' This/' fays hei 
" is efteemed the moil excellent of all the calrtoons ; 
what noblenefs, what dignity, there is in that figure 
of St. Paul! and yet what an addition to that 
noblenefs could Raffaelle have given, had the ar^ 
of contraft been known ^ in his time ! but, above 
all, the flowing line, which conflitutes grace and 
beauty ! You would not have then feen an up- 
right figure (landing equally on both legs, and 
both hands flretched forward in the fame direftion, 
and his drapery, to all appearance, without the 
leaft art of difpofition.** The following piSure is 
the Charge to Peter. " Here^" fays he, *^ are 
twelve upright figures ; what a pity it is that Raf- 
faelle was not acquainted with the pyramidal prin- 
ciple! He would then have contrived the figures 
in the middle to have been on higher ground, or 
the figures at the extremities {looping or lying, 
which would not only have formed the group into 
the fhape of a pyramid, but likewife contrafted the 
(landing figures. Indeed,'- added he, *' I have 
often lamented that fo great a genius as Raffaelk 
had not lived in this enlightened age, fince the art 
I has 
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has been reduced to principles, and had had his 
education in one of the modem academies; what 
glorious works might we then have expe£led from 
his divine pencil !" 

I (hall trouble you no longer with my friend's ob- 
fervationsi which, I fuppofe, you are now able to 
continue by yourfelf. It is curious to obferve, that, 
at the fame time that great admiration is pretended 
for a name of fixed reputation, objeftions are raifed 
againft thofe very qualities by which that great name 
was acquired. 

Thofe criticks are continually lamenting that 
Raffaelle had not the colouring and harmony of 
Rubens^ or the light and (hadow of Rembrant^ with- 
out confidering how much the gay harmony of 
the former, and afFeftation' of the latter, would 
take from the dignity of Raffaelle ; and yet Ru* 
bens ' had great harmony, and Rembrant under- 
ftood light and (hadow : but what may be an ex- 
cellence in a lower clafs of painting, becomes a 
blemifh in a higher ; as the quick, fpritely turn, 
which is the life and beauty of epigrammatick com- 
pofitions, would but ill fuit with the majefty of he- 
roick poetry. 

To conclude; I would not be thought to infer, 
from any thing that has been faid, that rules are ab. 
folutely unneceffary; but to cenfure fcrupulofity, a 
fervile attention to minute exaftnefs, which is fome- 
times inconfiftent with higher excellency, and is loft 
in the blaze of expanded genius. 

I do not know whether you will think painting a 
general fubjecl. By inferting this letter, perhaps 

X % you 
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you will incur the cenfure a maa would deferv€» 
whofe bulinefs being to entertain a whole room, 
ihould turn his back to the company, and talk to a 
particular perfon. 

1 am, SIR, &€.• 

♦ Sir Jofliua Reynolds* 



Numb, 77. Satuhday, OBober 6, 1759. 

Tj^ASY poetry is univerfally admired; but I know 
"^ not whether any rule has yet been fixed, by 
which it may be decided when poetry can be pro- 
perly called eafy. Horace has told us, that it is fuch 
as every reader hopes to equals but after long labour 
finds unattainable. This is a very loofe defcrip- 
tion, in which only the eSed is noted ; the qua. 
tities which produce this eiFe£l remain to be in- 
veftigated. 

Eafy poetry^ is that in which natural thoughts are 
expreffed without violence to the language. The 
difcriminating character of eafe confifts principally 
in the di£tion ; for all true poetry requires that the 
fentiments be natural. Language fuffers violence 
by harfli or by daring figures, by tranfpofition, by 
unufual acceptations of words, and by any licence, 
which would be avoided by a writer of profe. 
Where any artifice appears in the conftrudion of 
the verfe, that verfe is no longer eafy« Any epithet 
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which cauL be ejefted without diminution of. the 
feiife, any curious iteration of the fame word, and 
all unufual, though not ungrammatical ftrufture of 
fpeecb) deftroy the grace of eafy poetry. 

The firft lines of Topers Iliad afford examples of 
many licences which an eafy writer muft decline : 

AchilU/ wratb, to Greece the direful ^ring 
Of woes unaumber'd, heavenly Goddefs fing. 
The wrath which hurFd to Pluto*8 gloomy reign 
The fouls of mghty chiefs untimely flain. 

In the firft couplet the language is diftorted by 
inverfions, clogged with fuperfluities, and clouded 
by a harih metaphor; and in the fecond there are 
two words ufed in an uncommon fenfe, and two 
epithets inferted only to lengthen the line j all thefe 
pradUces may in a long work eafily be pardoned* 
but they, always produce fome degree of obfcurity 
and ruggednefs. 

Eafy poetry has been fo long excluded by ambi- 
tion of ornament, and luxuriance of imagery, that 
its nature feems now to be forgotten. ' Affefliation, 
however oppofite to eafe, is fometimes miftaken 
for it: and thofe who afpire to gentle elegance, 
colled female phrafes and fafhionable barbarifms, 
and imagine that flyle to be eafy which cuftom has 
made familiar. Such was the idea of the poet who 
wrote the following rerfes to a count efs cutting paper : 

Pallas grew vap^ri/b once and odd. 

She would not do tie leaft right thing 
£ither for Goddefs or for God, 

Nor work| nor piay» npr paint, nor fing. 

X 3 3<^^ 
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Jwe ixtmvlAy and ** Ufe (he cry*d) thofc cyct 

<< So ikilful) and thofe hands fo taper ; 
«* Do fomcthing cxquifitc and wife" — 

She bow'd, obcy'd him, and cut paper. 
This vexing him who gave her birth. 

Thought by all Heaven a burning Jbame^ 
What doesjhe next, but bids on earth 

Her Burlington do juft the fame ? 

PallaSi you give yo\xxk\i Jtrange airs ; 

But fure you'll find it bard to fpoil 
The fenfe and tafte of one that bears 

The name of SaviU and of Boyle^ 

Alas ! one bad example (hown, 

How quickly all the fex purfue f 
See, madam ! fee the arts o'erthrown 

Between John Overton and you: 

It is the prerogative of eafy poetry to be under- 
{lood as long as the language lads; but modes of 
fpeech, which owe their prevalence only to modifli 
folly, or to the eminence of thofe that ufe them, die 
away with their inventors, and their meaning, in a 
few years, 1^ no longer known. 

Eafy poetry is commonly fought in petty com- 
pofitions upon minute fubjedts ; but eafe, though it 
excludes pomp, will admit greatnefs. Many lines 
in Caio*^ foliloquy are at once eafy and fublime : 

'Tis the divinity that ftirs within us ; 

Tis Heaven itfelf that points out an hereafter, 

And intimates eternity to man. 

. If there's a power above us. 

And that there is all nature cries aloud 
Thro' all her works, he muft delight in virtue. 
And that which he delights in muft be happy. 

Nor 
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Nor is cafe more contrary to wit than to fublimity ; 
the celebrated ftanza of Cowley^ on a lady elaborately 
dreffed, lofes nothing of its freedom by the fpirit of 
the fentiment : 

Th' adorning thee with fo much art 

Is but a barb'rous fkill, 
"Jis like the poig'ning of a dart. 

Too apt before to kill. 

Cowley fecms to have poffeffed the power of writ- 
ing eafily beyond any other of our poets ; yet his 
purfuit of remote thought led him often into harfli- 
nefs of expreffion. Waller often attempted, but fel- 
dom atttained it ; for he is too frequently driven into 
tranfpofitioris. The poets, from the thne of Dryden^ 
have gradually advanced in embelllfliment, and con- 
fecjuently departed from fimjilitity and^afe. 

To *i*equire from any author many pieces of eafy 
poetry; would be indeed to opprefe*' him with too 
hard a taflc. It is lefs difficult to write a volume of 
lines fwelled with epithets, brightened by figures, 
and ftiffened by tranfpofitions, than to pjoduce a few 
couplpts graced only by naked elegance and fimple 
purity, which require lb much care and fkill, that 
I doubt whether any of our authors have yet been 
able, for twenty lines together, nicely to obferve the 
true definition of eafy poetry. 
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Numb* 78. Saturday, OSober IS, 1759. 

T HAVE paffed the fummer in one of thofe 
places to which a mineral fpring giveg the idle 
and luxurious an annual reafon for reforting, when- 
ever they hxicy themfelves offended by the heat of 
London. What is the true motive of this periodical 
affembly, I have never yet been able to difcover. 
The greater part of the vifitant? neither feel difeafes 
jior fear them. What pleafure can be expeded 
more than the variety of the journey, I know not, 
for the numbers are too great for privacy, and too 
fmall for diverfion. As each is known to be a fpy 
upon the reft, they all live in continual reftraint $ and 
having but a narrow range for cenfure, they gratify 
its cravings by preying on one anothert 

But every condition has fome advantages* In 
this confinement, a fmaller circle affords opportu^ 
nitics for ipore exa£l obfervation, ^The glafs that 
piagnifies its objed: contra^ the fi^t to a point ( 
and the mind muft be fi^^ed upon afingle chara&er 
to remark its minute peculiarities. The quality or 
liabit which paffes unobfervcd in the tumult of fuc- 
ceffive multitudes, becomes confpicuous when it is 
offered to the notice day after day; and perhaps I 
have, without any diflinft notice, feen thoufands 
like my late companions; for when the fcene can 
be varied at pleafure, g flight difguft turns us 
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afide before a deep impreffion can be made upod 
the mind. 

There was a feleft fett, fuppofed to be difl:m« 
guiflied by fuperiority of intelleds, who always pafled 
the evening together. To be admitted to their con* 
Yctfation was the higheft honour [of the place ^, tnaYiy. 
youths afpired to diftin^on, by pretending to occa- 
(ional invitations ; and the ladies were often wifhing 
to be men, that they might partake the pleafur?s ^ 
learned fociety. ' . . 

1 know not whether by merir or deftin^^, t^as^ 
foon after my arri+al, admitted to this envied party, 
•which I frequented till I had learned the art by which 
each endeavom-ed to fapport his charaftdr* 

Tom Steady vksz vehement atfekor of uncontro? 
verted truth; atid by kfeepiilg himfelf out of th^ 
reach of contradi£lion had acquired. all the confi- 
dence which the confcioufiiefs of irrefiftible abili* 
ties could have given* I was once mentioning a 
man of eminence, and, after having recounted his 
virtues, endeavoured to reprefent him fully, by 
mentioning his faults. 5/>, faid Mr. Steady ^ that 
ije has faults I can eaftly believCy for who is without 
them f No marij Sir^ is now alive, among the. innu-^ 
vierable multitudes that fwarm upon the earth, however 
wife, or however good, who has wg/, in fome degree^ 
his failings and hisfaidts. If there be any man fault-: 
lefs^ bring him forth into publick view, fhew him 
openly, and let him be knoivn ; but I will venture to 
affirm, and, till the contrary be plainly fhewn, fhall 
always maintain, that no fuch man is to be found. 
Tell 7iot me. Sir, of impeccability and p^rfedion ; fuch 

m 
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ialk isfhr thofe that are Jirangers in the world ; I have 
feen feveral nations^ and converfed with all rcmks of 
people ; I have known the great md the mean^ the learned 
and the ignorant j the old and the ypung^ the clerical 
and the lay ; but I have^nevcr found, a man without a 
fault; and Ifuppofe Jhalidijs in the opinion j thai to be 
human is to be f rail. . \ -. \ - 

To all this i;iothiag xsould be oppoftpd. 1 lifteoed 
with a hanging he^d ;, ^r. Steady looked round on 
the hearers with triumph, and faw every eye congra- 
tulatiog bis victory i he. departed, and (pent the next 
mornjng in following thofe who retired from the 
company, and telling them, with injunctions of fe- 
crecy, how poor Spritely began tp tsie liberties with 
men wifer than himfelf ; but that he fuppreffed him 
by a decifive argument, which put him totally to 
filence. 

, Dick Snug is a man of fly remark and pithy fen- 
tchtioufnefs : he never immerges himfelf in the ftream 
of converration, but lies to catch his companions in 
'the eddy : he is often very fuccefsful in breaking 
narratives and confounding eloquence* A gentle- 
man,' giving the hiftory of one of his acquaintance, 
made mention of a lady that had many lovers : Then^ 
faid Dick, J/je was either handfojiie or rich. This 
obfervation being well received, Dick watched the 
progrefs of the tale ; and, hearing of a man loft in a 
fhipwreck, remarked, that no nian was ever drowned 
upon dry land. 

Will Startle is a man of exquifite fenfibility, 
whofe delicacy of frame and quicknefs of difcern- 
ment, fubjed him to impreffions from the flighteft 

caufes ; 
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caufes; atkl who therefore paflfes his life betweeii 
rapture and horror, in quiverings of delight, or con- 
vuUions of difguft. His emotions are too violent for 
many words; his thoughts are always difcovered by 
exclamations* VHsj odiotUy horrid^ detejiable^ and 
fweet^ churtning^ delightful^ ajionijhingy compofe almoft 
his whole vocabulary, which he utters with various 
-contortions and gefticulations, not eafily rebted or 
defciribed* 

Jack Solid U a mail of much reading, who utters 
noting but quotations: but having been, I fup- 
pofe, too confident of his memory, he has for 
fome time negle^ed his books, and his ftock 
grows every day more- fcanty. Mr. Solid has 
found an opportynity every night to repeat^ from 
HudibraSf 

Doubdcfs the pleafure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat \ 

and from Waller^ 

Poets lofe half the praife they would have got. 
Were it but known that they difcreetly blot. 

Dick Mijiy is a man of deep refearch, and for- 
cible penetration. Others are content with fuper- 
ficial appearances ; but Dick holds, that there is 
no eflfeft without a caufe, and values himfelf upon 
his power of explaining the difficult, and dit 
playing the abflrufe. Upon a difpute among us, 
which of two young ftrangers was more beautiful, 
Ym^ fays Mr. Mijly^ turning to me, like Ama* 
ranthia better than Chloris. / do not wonder at the 

preference^ 
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frefigreneej forihe caufe is evident ; th&e is in man 
apereeffi^n qf basrmony^ astd a fenfibHiif of perfeSion^ 
^ieb touches the finer fibres of the mentiU texture ; 
emdbefi^e reafon eon defcend fnm her tbronej ta.pafs 
berfentente upon the things contpared^ drives us towards 
the objeS proportioned to our facuhies^ by an in^utfe 
gentle^ yet irre/tfiible ; fer the barnmmek fyfiem of the 
Univerjet, and tbei reciprocal magnetifm of fimilar no- 
tares J are always operating towards comffffnity and 
union ; nor can the powers of the foul ce^e, from agi^ 
tationy till they find fometbing on wbicb they can repofe. 
To this nothing was oppofed ; ;^ui Jmarantbia vas 
lickoovi^ledged to excel Cbhsris. 

Of the reft you may expe£l ;ai account frqm, - 

SIR, yours, 

Robin Spritely. 
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Numb. 79- Saturday, OBober 20, 1759. 

To tbe IDLER. 

SIR, 
XT OUR acceptance of a former letter on paint- 

u^gs gives me encouragement to offer a few 
more iketches on the fame fubjed. 

Amongfl: the painters, and the writers on paintings 
there is one maxim univerfally admitted and conti. 
nually inculcated. Imitate nature is the invariable 
rule ; but I know none who have e^lained in what 
manner this rule is to be underftood; the confe- 
quence of which is, that every one takes it in the 
moft obvious fenfe, that objeds are reprefented na« 
turally when they have fuch relief that they feem 
real. It may appear ftrange, perhaps, to hear this 
fenfe of the rule difpUted ; but it muft be confidered, 
that, if the excellency of a painter confided only in 
this kind of imitation, painting muft lofe its rank, 
and be no longer confidered as a liberal art, and 
lifter to poetry, this imitation being merely mecha- 
nical, in which the floweft intelleft is always fure to 
fucceed beft; for the painter of genius cannot 
ftoop to drudgery, in which the underftanding has 
no part i and what pretence has the art to claim 
kindred with poetry, but by its powers over the ima- 
gination ? To this power the painter of genius di- 
areSs him ; in this fenfe he ftudies nature, and often 

2 arrives 
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arrives at his end, even by bdng unnatural in the 
confined fenfe of the word; 

The grand ftyle of painting requires this minute 
attention to be carefully avoidied, and muft be kept 
as feparate Irom it as the ftyle of poetry from that 
of hiftory. Poetical ornaments deftroy that air of 
truth and plainnefs ivhich ought to charaderife hif- 
tory } but the very being of poetry confifts in depart- 
ing from this plain narration, and adopting every 
ornament that will warm the imagination. To de- 
fire to fee thfe excellences of each ftyle united, to 
mingle the Dutch with the Italian fchool, is to join 
contrarieties which cannot fubfift together, and which 
deftroy the efficacy of each other. The Italian^ at- 
tends only to the invariable, the great and general 
ideas which are fixed and inherent in univerfal na- 
ture ; the Dutch j on the contrary, to literal truth 
and a minute exafttiefs in the detail, as I may fay, 
of nature modified by accident. The attention to 
thefe petty peculiarities is the very caufe of this na- 
turalnefs fo much admired in the Dutch jwftures, 
which, if we fuppofe it to be a beauty, is certainly 
of a lower order, which ought to give place to a 
beauty of a fuperior kind, fince one cannot be ob- 
tained but by departing from the other. 

If my opinion was afked concerning the works of 
Michael Angelo^ whether they would receive any ad- 
vantage from poffefling this mechanical merit, I 
fhould not fcruple to fay they would not only re- 
ceive no advantage, but would lofe, in a great mea- 
furc, the effeft which they now have on every mind 
fufceptible of great and noble^ ideas. His works 
may be faid to be all genius and foul; and why 

fhould 
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fliauld they be loaded with heavy mattef, which can 
only counteraft his purpofe by retarding the pro- 
grdfs of the imagination ? 

1£ this opinion ihould be thought one of the ^iid 
extravagances of enthufiafm, 1 fhall oHly fay^ that 
thofe who cenfure it are not converfant in the works 
of the great mafters. It is very difficult t» deter-* 
mine the exad degree of enthuliafm that the arts of 
painting and poetry may admit. There may per- 
haps be too great an indulgence, as well as too great 
a reftraint of imagination ; and if the one produces 
incoherent monfters, the other produces what is full 
as bad, lifelefs iniipidity. An intimate knowledge 
of the paiCons, and good fenfe, but not common 
ienfe, muft at laft determine its limits. It has been 
thought, and I believe with reafon, that Michael An* 
geh fometimes tranfgrefTed thofe limits \ and I think 
1 have feen figures of him of which it was very dif- 
ficult to determine whether they were in the higbeft 
degree fublime or extremely ridiculous. Such faults 
may be faid to be the ebullitions of genius ; but at 
leaft he had this merit, that he never waft infipid, 
and whatever paffion his works may excite, they will 
always efcape contempt. 

What I have had under confideration is the fub- 
limeft ftyle, particularly that of Michael Angeloy the 
Homer of painting. Other kinds may admit of this 
naturalnefs, which of the loweft kind is the chief 
merit ; but in painting, as in poetry, the higheft ftyle 
has the leaft of common nature. 

One may very fafely recommend a little more en- 
thufiafm to the modern painters j too much is cer- 
tainly not the vice of the prefent age. The Italians 

feem 
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&em to have been cominaally declining in this re* 
fped from the time of Michael Angela to that of 
Carlo Maratiiy and from thence to the very bathos 
qf infipidity to which they are now funk ; fo that 
there is no need of remarking, that where I men- 
tioned the Italian painters in oppofition to the DuUb, 
I mean not the moderns, but the heads of the old 
Roman and Bolognian fchools ; nor did I mean to in. 
chide in my idea of an Italian painter, the Venetian 
fchool, which may be laid to be the Dutch part of 
the Italian genius. I have only to add a word of 
advice to the painters, that, however excdlent they 
may be in painting naturally, they would not flatter 
themfelves very much upon it; and to the con* 
noifleurs, that when they fee a cat or fiddle painted 
fo finely, that, as the phrafe is, // looks as if you could 
take it up J they would not for that reafon imme- 
diately compare the painter to Raffaelle and Michael 
Angeh *. 

♦ By Sir Jo(hua Reynolds. 
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Numb. 80, Saturday, OBoberQJy 1759. 

T^HAT every day has its pains attd forrows is 
univerfally experienced, and almoft univer- 
fally cohfeiTed ; but l6t us not attend only to mourn-, 
fill ti'uths ; if we look impartially about us, we fhall 
find that every day has likewife its pleafures and its 
jbys- 

The time is now come when the town is again be- 
, ginning to be full, and the rufticated beauty fees an end 
of her banifhmenr. Thofe whom the tyranny of fa- 
fluon had condemned to pafs the f ummer among fhades 
and brooks, are now preparing to return to plays, balls, 
and affemblies, with health reftored by retirement, and 
fpirits kindled by expeftation. 

Many a mind, which has languifhed fome months 
without emotion or defire, now feels a fudden renova- 
tion of its faculties. It was Ibng ago obferved by Pytha* 
gorasj that ability and neceffity dwell near each oiher. 
She that wandered in the garden without fenfe of its 
fragrance, and lay day after day ftretched upon a 
couch behind a green curtain, unwilling to wake, and 
uhable to fleepi liow fummons her thoughts to confider 
v^hich of her laft year's clothes fhall be feen again, and 
to anticipate the raptures of a new fuit ; the day and 
the night are now filled with occupation ; the laces, 
wbich ygrert too fine to be worn among rufUcks, are ta- 
ken frofn the boxes arid reviewed, and the eye is no 
Iboiier clofed after its labours, thaa whole fhop$ of 
lilfc btify thtf faiiby. 

Vol. Vn. Y But 
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But happinefs is nothing if it is not known, and 
very little if it is not envied. Before the day of de- 
parture a week is always appropriated to the payment 
arid reception of ceremonial vifits, at which nothing 
can be mentioned but the delights of London. The 
lady who is haftening to the fcene of a6lion flutters 
her wings, difplays her profpeds of felicity, tells how 
ffie grudges every moment of delay, and, in the pre- 
fence of thofe whom (he knows condemned to ftay at 
home, is fure to wonder by what arts life can be | 

made fupportable through a winter in the country, and ! 

to tell how often, amidfl: the ecftafies of an opera, fhe 
fliall pity thofe friends whom fhe has left behind. Her 
hope of giving pain is feldom difappointed ; the affedl. 
ed indiflference of one, the faint congratulations of ano- 
ther, the wifhes of fome openly confefled, and the 
filent dejedion of the refl, all exalt her opinion of het 
own fuperiority. 

But, however we may labour for our own decep- 
tion, truth, though unwelcome, will fometimes in- i 
trude upon the mind. They who have already en- i 
joyed the crowds and noife of the great city, know 
that their defire to return is little more than the reft- 
leflhefs of a vacant mind, that they are not fo much 
led by hope as driven by difguft, and wifli rather to 
leave the country than to fee the town. There is 
commonly in every coach a paflenger enwrapped in 
filent expeftation, whofe joy is more fincere and ] 
whofe hopes are more exalted. The virgin whom 
the laft fummer releafed from her governefs, and 
who is now going between her mother and her aunt 
to try the fortune of her wit and beauty, fufpefts no 
fallacy in the gay reprefentation. She believes her- 
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felf pkffing into another world, iihd images Lmtdon as 
ah elyfian rfegion, tvhere every hoiir has its proper 
jpleafure, where nothing is feeii but the blaze of 
wealth, and nothitig heard bur merriment aiid flattery; 
where the nibming always rifes on a (how, and the 
evening clofes on a ball ; where the eyes are ufed only 
to fparkle, and the feet only to dance. 

Her aunt arid her mother amufe themfelves on the 
road, with telling her of dangers to be. dreaded, and 
cautions to be obferved. She hears them as they 
heard their predeceflbr$, with incredulity or contempt. 
She fees that they have ventured and efcaped ; and 
one of the pleafures which fhe promifes herfelf is to 
deted their falfehoods, and be freed from their admo- 
nitions. 

We are inclined to believe thofe whom we do not 
know, becaufe they have never deceived us. The fair 
adventurer may perhaps liften to the Idler ^ whom fhe 
cannot fufpeft of rivalry or malice ; yet he fcarcely 
experts to be credited when he tells her, that her ex- 
peftations will likewife end in difappoimment. 

The uniform neceffities of human nature produce 
ifta great meafure uniformity of life, and for part of 
the day make one place like another ; to drefs and 
to undrefs, to eat and to ileep, are the fame in Lon- 
don as in the country. The fupemumerary hours 
have indeed a great variety both of pleafure and of 
pain. The ftranger, gazed on by multitudes at her 
firft appearance in the Park, is perhaps on the highefl: 
fummit of female happinefs j but how great is the 
anguifli when the novelty of another face draws her 
worfhippers away ! The heart may leap for a time un- 
der a fine gown } but the fight of a gown yet finer puts 
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an end to rapture. In the firit row at an opera two 
hours may be happily pa&d in liftening to the muiick 
on the ftage, and watching the glances of the compa* 
ny ; but how will the night end in defpondency when 
fhe that imagined herfelf the fovereign of the place, 
fees lords contending to lead Iris to her chair ! There 
is little pleafure in converfation to her whofe wit is re- 
garded but in the fecond place ; and who can dance 
with eafe or fpirit that fees Amaryllis led out before her? 
She that fancied nothing but a fucceflion of pleafures, 
will find herfelf engaged without defign in numberle& 
competitions, and mortified without provocation with 
numberlefs afflictions. 

But I do not mean to extinguifh that ardour which 
1 wifh to moderate, or to difcourage thofe whom I 
am endeavouring to reflrain. To know the world h 
neceffary, fince we were bora for the help ' of one 
another ; and to know it early i& convenient^ if it be 
only that we may learn early to defpife it. She that 
brings to London a mind well prepared for improve-. 
ment, though fhe miffes her hope, of uninterrupted 
happinefs, will gain in return an opportunity of add- 
ing knowledge to vivacity^ aodenlarging^innocenceta; 
virtue. 
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Numb. 81. Saturday, November 5^ 1759- 

A S the Englijh army was paffing towards Quebec 
along a foft fayanna between a mountain and 
a lake, one of the petty chiefs of the inland re- 
gions flood upon a rock furrounded by his clan, 
and from behind the fhelter of the bufhes con- 
temj^ed the art and regularity of European war. 
It was evening, the tents were pitched: he ob- 
ferved the fecurity with which the troops refted in 
the night, and the order with which the m^rch 
was renewed in the tnoming. He continued to 
purfue them with his eye till they could be feen 
no longer, and then flood for fome time filent and 
penfive. 

Then returning to his followers, " My children, 
^* (faid he,) I have often heard from men hoary 
** with long life, that there was a time when our 
** anceftors were abfolute lords of the woods, the 
^^ meadows, and the lakes, wherever the eye can 
^* reach or the foot can pafs. They fiflied and 
** hunted, feafted and danced, and when they 
^* were weary lay down under the firft thicket, 
** without danger, and without feaj^ They cjianged 
^^ their habitations as the feafons required, con- 
<« venience prompted, or curiofity allured them; 
^^ wd fometimes gathered the fruits of the moun* 

y 3 " tain. 
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*' tain, and fometimes fported in canoes along the 
•' coaft- 

^^ Many years and ages are fuppofed to have 
^' been thus pafled in plenty and fecurity } when, 
** at laft, a new race of pien entered our country 
** from the great ocean. They inclofed themfelves 
** in habitations of ftone, which our anceftors 
" could neither enter by violence, nor deliroy by 
•* fire. They iffued from thofe faftiieiTes, fome- 
** times, covered like the armadillo vidth fhells^ 
** from which the lance rebounded on the ftriker^ 
** and fometimes carried by mighty beads which 
** had never been feen in our vales or forefts, of 
" fuch ftrength and fwiftnefs, that flight and op- 
** pofition were vain alike. Thofe invaders ranged 
*' over the continent, flaughtering in their rage 
** thofe that refifted, and thofe that fubmitted, ii^ 
" their mirth. Of thofe that remained, fome were 
'^ buried in caverns, and condemned to dig metals 
*' for their matters ; fome were employed in tilling 
^* the ground, of which foreign tyrants devour the 
«' produce; and, when the fword and the mines 
" have deftroyed the natives, they fupply their 
** place by human beings of another colour, brought 
*' from fome diftant country to perilh here under 
** toil and torture. 

" Some there are who boaft their humanity, and 
** content themfelves to feize our chaces and 
*' fiflierics, who drive us from every track of ground 
*' where fertility and pleafantnefs invite them to fettle, 
«' and make no war lipon us except when we intrude 
^^ upon our own lands. 

f« Odiers 
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" Others pretend to have purchafed a right of 
" refidence and tyranny ; but furely the infolence 
^ of fuch bargains is more oflfenfive than the avowed 
" and open dominion of force. What reward can 
*' induce the poffeffor of a country to admit a ftranger 
" more powerful thanhimfelf ? Fraud or terror muft 
*' operate in fuch contrafts; either they promifed 
*' proteftion which they never have afforded, or in- 
" ftrudion which they never imparted. We hoped 
** to be fecured by their favour from fome other evil, 
*' or to learn the arts of Europe^ by which we might 
** be able to fecure ourfelves. Their power they ne- 
** ver have exerted in our defence, and their arts they 
*' have ftudioufly concealed from us. Their treaties 
** are only to deceive, and their traffick only to 
** defraud us. They have a written law among them, 
*' of which they boaft as derived from Him who made 
'* the earth and fea, and by which they profefs to be- 
** lieve that man will be made happy when life (hall 
*' forfake him. Why is not this law communicated 
** to us ? It is concealed becaufe it is violated. For 
** how can they preach it to an Indian nation, when I 
** am told that one of its firft precepts forbids them 
^* to do to others what they would not that others 
" fhould do to them ? 

*' But the time perhaps is now approaching when 
" the pride of ufurpation (hall be cruflied, and the 
** cruelties of invafion fliall be revenged, The fons 
** of rapacity have now drawn their fwords upon each 
^* other, and referred their claims to the decifion of 
*' war ; let us look unconcerned upon the flaughter, 
^' and remember that the death of every European 
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" delivers thq country from a typnt zx\d a robbjer ; for 
" what is the claim of e^thei: nation, but the claim 
*' of the vulture to the leveret, of the tigqr to the 
*^ fawn? Let them then continue to difpiite th^ir 
*' title to regions ^hich they canno| p^opl^, to pur- 
** chafe by danger and blood the en^p^y dignity of do- 
*' minion over mountains which they will njever climbs 
*' and rivers which they will never pafs. Let ub ^n- 
** deavQur, in the mean time, to kam their difci- 
** pline, and to forge their weapon? ; an4 v^ben they 
^^ ihall be weakened with n^utu^l daughter, I^t u3 rufh 
" down upon them, force their remains tp ta^ fliel- 
*' ter in their fliips, an4 feign once wore i» onr native 
•* country/' 
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NujiB. 82- Saturday, Ngvemier 10, 1759- 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

T^ISCOURSING in my laf' letter on the 
^^ different pra,£tipe of the Italian an4 Dutch 
painters, I obferved, that ^' the Italian painter at« 
^' tends on}y to the inyariable, thfs great and general 
<< ideas ^hich are fixed a|id inherent in univerfal na« 
" ture." 

I was led into the fubjeft of this letter by endea- 
vouring to fix the original caufe of this condu& of 
the Italian mafters. If it can b^ proved that by thift 
choice they felefked the moft b^utiful part of the a-^ea" 
tion, it wi|l (hew tiow much their principles are fouQdedf 
OQ reafpo, and, zf. the f^me timc^ difcover the origia 
of our ideas of beauty. 

I fupppfe it will be es^fily granted, that no man 
can judge whether apy animal b^ beautiful in it» 
kind, or deforqaed, whp has feen only one oS that 
fpecies; that is as conclufive in regard to the hu« 
mai^ figure } fo th^t if ^ man, bom blind, was to 
recover his fight, and the mod beautiful woman 
was brought before him, he could not determine 
whether (he was handfome or not j nor, if the moft 
beautiful and moft delbrmed were produced, could 
he any better determixie to which he fhould give 
the preference, having feen only thofe two. To 
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diftinguifli beauty, then, implies the having feen 
many individuals of that fpecies. If it is aiked, 
how is more (kill acquired by the obfervation of 
greater numbers ? I anfwer that, in confequence of 
having feen many, the power is acquired, even with- 
out feeking after it, of diftinguifhing between acci- 
dental blemiflies and excrefcences which are conti- 
nually varying the^rface of Nature's works, and the 
invariable general lorm which nature moft frequently 
produces, and always feems to intend in her produc*- 
tions. ' . 

Thus amongft the blades of grafs or leaves of 
the fame tree, though no f wo can be found exadly 
alike, yet the general form is invariable : A na- 
turalift, before he chofe one as a fample, would 
examine many, fince, if he took the firft that 
occurred, it might have, by accident or otherwife, 
fuch a form as that it would fcarcely be known to be- 
long to that fpecies ; he feleds, as the painter does, 
the moft beautiful, that is, the moft general form of 
nature. 

Every fpecies of the animal as well as the vege- 
table creation may be faid to have a fixed or deter- 
minate form towards which nature is continually 
incliniilg, like various lines terminating in the cen- 
tre ; or it may be compared to pendulums vibrating 
in different diredions over one central point, and 
as they all crofs the centre, though only one paffes 
through any other point, fo it will be found that 
perfefl: beauty is oftener produced by nature than 
deformity ; I do not mean than deformity in .gene- 
ral, but than any. one kind of deformity. To in- 
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ftance ia a particular part of a feature : the line that 
form$ the ridge of the nofe is beautiful when it h 
ftraight ; this thepi is the central form, which is oftener 
found than either concave, convei^, or any other irre* 
gular form that fliall be proppfed. As we are then 
more accuftpmed to b^uty than deformity, we may 
cohclpde thjit to be the reafpn why we approve and 
admire it, as we approve and i^mire cuiloms and 
fafhions of drefs for no other reafon than that we 
are ufed to them, fo that though habit and cuftom 
.caimpt be faid to be the caufe of beauty, it is cer? 
Mainly the caufe of our liking it ; and I have no 
doubt but that, if we were more ufed to deformity 
than beauty, deformity would then lofe the idea now 
annesced to it, and take that of beauty ; as, if the 
whole world fhould agree that yes and no fliould change 
jtheir meanings, yes would then deny, and no would 
affirm* 

Whoever undertakes to proceed further in this 
argument, and endeavours to fix a general criterion 
pf beauty refpe£ting diffisrent fpecies, or to fhew 
why one fpecies is more beautiful than another, it 
iprill be required from him firft to prove that omc 
fpecies is really more beautiful than another. That 
yrc prefer one to the other, and with very good rea- 
fon, will be rfsadily grafted ; but it does not follow 
from thence that >ve think it a more beautiful form ; 
for we have no ^criterion pf form by which to deter- 
mine our judgment. He who fays a fwan is more 
beautiful than a dpve, means little more than that 
he has inprp pleafure in feeing a fwan than a dove, 
either from the ftatelinefs of its I^otions, or its being 
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a more rare bird ; and he who gkes the {reference 
to the xiove, does it from feme afTodatioH of ideas 
of innocence that he always annexes to the dove; 
but, if he pretends to defend the preference he gives 
to one or the other by endeavouring to prove that 
this more beautiltil form proceeds from a parti- 
cular gradation of magnitude, undulation of a curve, 
or dire^on of a line, or whatever other concdt 
of his imagination he (hall fix on as a criterion of 
form, he will be ccmuniially contradiding himfelf, Hid 
find at laft that the great Mother of Nature wtli not 
be fubgeded to fuch narrow rules. Among the various 
realbns why we jM-efer one part of her works to ano- 
ther, the moft general, I believe, is habit and coftom ; 
cuftom makes, in a certain fenfe, white black, and 
black white ; it is cuftom alone determines our prefer^ 
ence of the colour of the Europeans to the JBtbicpknu ; 
and they, for the fame reafon, prefer their own colour 
to ours. I fuppofe nobody will doubt, if one of their 
painters were to paint the goddefs of beauty, but that 
he would reprefent her black, with thick lips, flat 
nofe, and woolly hair ; and, it feems to me, he would 
aft very unnaturally if he did not ; for by what crite- 
lion will any one difpute the propriety of his idea ? 
We, indeed, fay, that the form and colour of the 
'European is preferable to that of the jEthiopian ; but 
I know of no reafon we have for it, but th^t we are 
more accuftomed to it. It is abfurd to fay, that beauty 
is poffeffed of attractive powers, which irrefiftibly U^z^ 
the correfponding mind with love and admiration, fince 
that argument is equally conclufive in favour of the 
white and the black pbilofopher. 
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The black and white nations muft, m refpefl of 
beauty, be confidered as of diffident kinds, at leaft 
a different fpecies of the lame kind ; from one of 
which to the other, as 1 obferved^ no^ inference can be 
drawn. 

Novelty is faid to be one of the caufes of beauty : 
that novelty is a very fufficicnt rcafon why we 
ihould iadmire, is not denied; but, becaufe it U 
uncommon, is it therefore beautiful? The beauty 
that is produced by colour, as when we prefer one 
bird to another, though of the fame form, on account 
of its colour, has nothing to do with this Argument, 
which reaches only to form. I have here confidered 
the word beatay as being properly applied to formi 
alone. There is a neceffity of fixing this confined 
fenfe ; for there can be no argument, if the fenfe of 
the word is extended to every thing that is approved. 
'A rofe may as well be faid to be beautiful, becaufe it 
has a fine fmell, as a bird becaufe of its colour. When 
we apply the word beauty^ we do not mean always by 
it a more beautiful form, but fomething valuable on 
account of its rarity, ufefuloefs, colour, or any other 
property. A horfe is faid to be a beautiful animal ; 
but, had a horfe as few good qualities as a tortoife, 
I do not imagine that he would be then eiteemed beau- 
tiful. 

A fitnefs to the end propofed, is faid to be another 
caufe of beauty j but fuppofing we were proper judges 
of what form is the moil proper in an animal to confti* 
tute ftrength or fwiftnefs, we always determine con- 
cerning its beauty, before we exert our underftanding 
t<^ judge of its fitnefs. 
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From \vhat has been faid^ it may be inferred, that 
the works of nature^ if we compare one fpedes with 
another, are all equally beautiful ; and that preference 
is given from cuftom, or fpme aflbciation of ideas : and 
that, in creatures of the fame fpecies, beauty is the 
medium or centre of all various forms. 

To conclude, then, by way of corollary : if it ha« 
been proved, that the painter, by attending to the in* 
variable and general ideas of nature, produces beauty, 
he muft, by regarding minute particularities and acci- 
dental difcriminadons, deviate from the univerfal rule) 
and pollute his canvas with deformity *• 

* By Sir Jofhua Reynolds* 
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Numb. 83. Saturday^ November 17, 1759- 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

T SUPPOSE you haVe forgotten that many week^ 
^ ago I promifed to fend you an account of my 
companions at the Wells. You would not deny me 
a place among the mod faithful votaries of idlenefsj 
if you knew how often I have recollefted my engage* 
ment, and contented, myfelf to delay the perform- 
ance for fome reafon which I durft not examine 
becaufe I knew it to be falfe; how often I have 
fet down to write, and rejoiced at interruption; 
and how often I have praifed the dignity of refolu- 
tion, determined at night to write in the morning,* 
and deferred it in the morning to the quiet hours of 
night. 

1 have at laft begun what I have long wiflied at an 
end, and find it more eafy than I expefted to continue 
my narration. 

Our aflembly could boaft no fuch conftellation 
of intelleds as Clarendon*^ band of aflbciates. We 
had among us no Selden^ Falkland^ or Waller ; but 
we had men not lefs important in their own eyes, 
though lefs diftinguifhed by the publick ; and many 
a time have we lamented the partiality of mankind, 
and agreed that men of the deepeft inquiry fome- 
times let their difcoveries die away in filence, that 
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the moft comprehenfive obfervers have leldom op- 
portunities of impi(rting their remarks, and that 
modefl merit pafles in the crowd unknown and ua» 
heeded. 

One of the greateft men of the fociety was Sim 
Scruple, who lives in a continual equipoife of 
doubt, and is a conftant enetny to confidence and 
dogmatifm* Sim's favourite topick of converfation 
is the narrownefs of the human mind, the falla- 
cioufnefs of our fenfes, the prevalence of early pre- 
judice, and the uncertainty of appearances. Sim 
has many doubts about the nature of death, and is 
ibmetimes inclined to believe that fenfation may 
furvive motion, and that a dead man may feel 
though he cannot ftir. He has fometimes hinted 
that man might perhaps have been naturally a qua- 
druped ; and thinks it would be very proper, that at 
the Foundling Hofpital ibme children ihould be in- 
clofed in an apartment in which the nurfes ihould 
be obliged to walk half upon four and half upon 
two legs ; that the younglings, bemg bred without the 
prejudice of example, might have no other guide 
than nature, and might at lad come forth into the 
world as genius fliould direfk, ered or prone, on two 
legs or on four. 

The next in dignity of mien and fluency of talk 
was Dick Wormwood, whofe fole delight is to 
find every thing wrong. Dick never enters a room 
but he {hews that the doox' and the chimney 2u*e ill* 
placed. He never walks into the fields but he finds 
ground ploughed which is fitter for paihlre. Hd is 
alMrays an enemy to the prefent fafhion. Hd holds 
that all the beauty and virtue of women will foon 
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be deftfoyed by the ufe of tea. He triumphs Vfhefl 
he talks on the prefent fyftem of education, and 
tells us with great vehemence, that we are learning 
words when we fliould learn things. He is of opi- 
nion that we fuck-in errors at the nurfe's breaftj 
and thinks it extremely ridiculous that children 
fliould be taught to ufe the right hand rather than 
the left. 

Bob Sturdy confiders it as a point of honour 
to fay again what he has once faid, and wonder$ 
how any man that has been known to alter hi^ opi* 
nion, can look his neighbours in the facd.i Bob is 
the mod formidable difputant of the whole com^ 
pany j for, without troubling himfelf to fearch foi^ 
reafons, he tires his antagonift with repeated affirma^ 
tioiis. Wheh Bob has been attacked for an houf 
with all the powers of eloquence and reafon, and 
his pofitiori appears to all but himfelf utterly un- 
tenable, he always clofes the debate with his firft 
declaration, introduced by a (lout preface of con- 
temptuous civility. " All this is very judicious; 
** you may talk. Sir, as you pleafe ; but I Will ftill 
*' fay what I faid at firft.'* Bob deals mudi in uni* 
verfals, which he has now obliged, us to let paft 
without exceptions. He lives on an annuity, and 
holds that there are as many thieves as traders } he is 
of loyalty unfhaken, and always maintains, that he 
who fees a Jacobite fees a tafcal. 

Phil Gentle is an enemy to the rudenefs of 
contradiftion and the turbulence of debate* Phil 
has no notions of his own, and therefore willingly 
catches from the laft fpeaker fuch as he Ihall drop* 
This inflexibility of ignorance is eafily accommo- 
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dated to any tenet; his only difficulty is, when the 
difputants grow zealous, how to be of two contrary 
opinions at once. If no appeal is made to his 
judgment, he has the art of diftributing his atten- 
tion and his fmiles in fuch a manner, that each 
thinks him of his own party; but if he is obliged 
to fpeak, he then obferves that the queftion is dif- 
ficult ; that he never received fo much pleafure from 
a debate before; that neither of the controvertifts 
could have found his match in any other company ; 
that Mr. Wormwood^s affertion is very well fupported, 
and yet there is great force in what Mr. Scruple ad- 
vanced againft it. * fiy this indefinite declaration both 
are commonly fatisfied ; for he that has prevailed is 
in good humour ; and he that has felt his own weak- 
nefs is very glad to have efcaped fo well 

I am, SIR, yours, &c. 

t Robin Spritely. 
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Numb. 84. SATitRDAV, Noveitiber 24, 1759. 

TJIOGRAPHY IS, oF the Varidiis kinds of nar* 
radve writing, that which is moft eagerly read, 
and moft eafily applied to the purpofes of life. 

In romances, wheti the wild field of poffibility 
lies open to invention, the incidents may eafily be 
made more numerous, the viciflitudes more fuddeii, 
and the events more wonderful ; but from the time 
of life when fancy begins to be over-ruled by rea- 
fon and correded by experience, the moft artful talc 
faifes little curiofity wheri it is known to be falfe; 
though it may, perhaps, be fometimes read as a 
model of a neat or elegant ftyle, not for the fake of* 
knowing what it contains, but how it is written ; Qr 
thofe that are weary of themfelves, may have re- 
Courfe to it as a pleafing dream, of which, when 
they awake, thjey voluntarily difmifs the images {r6m 
their minds. 

The examples and events of hiftory prefs, indeed^ 
upon the mind with the weight of truth ; but wheii 
they are repofited in the memory, they are oftener 
employed for Ihew than ufe, and rather diverfify 
tonverfation than regulate life. Few are engaged 
in fuch fcenes as give them opportunities of grow- 
ing wifer by the dgwnfal of ftatefmen or the defeat 
6f generals. The ftratagems of war, and the in* 
trigues of courts, are read by far the greater part of 
mankind with the fame indifference as the adven- 
tures of fabled heroes, or the revolutions of a fairy 
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region. Between falfehood and ufelefs truth there? 
is little difference. As gold which he cannot fpend 
will make no man rich, fo knowledge which he caa- 
not apply will make no man wife. 

The mifchievous confequencea of vice and folly, 
of irregular defires and predominant paffions, are 
beft difcovered by thofe relations which are levelled 
with the general furface of life, which tell not how 
any man became great, but how he was made hap^ 
py ; not how he loft the favour of his prince, but 
how he became difcontented with himfclf. 

Thofe relations are therefore commonly of moft 
value in which the writer tells his own ftory. He 
that recounts the life of another, commonly dwells 
moft upon confpicuous events, leftens the fami- 
liarity of his tale to increafe its dignity, ihews his 
favourite at a diftance, decorated and magnified 
like the ancient aftors in their tragick drefs, and 
endeavours to hide the man that he may produce a 
hero. 

But if it be true, which was faid by a French 
prince, That no man was a hero to thefervants of his 
chambeKy it is equally true, that every man is yet 
lefs a hero to himfelf. He that is moft elevated 
above the crowd by the importance of his employ- 
ments, or the reputation of his genius, feels himfelf 
affefted by fame or bufmefs but as they influence 
his domeftick life. The high and low, as they have 
the fame faculties and the fame fenfes, have no lefs 
fimilitude in their pains and pleafures. The fenfa- 
tions are the fame in all, though produced by very 
different occafions. The prince feels the fame pain 
when an invader feizes a province, as the farmer 
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when a thief drives away his cow. Men thus equal 
in themfelves will appear equal in honed and im- 
partial biography; and thofe whom fortune or na* 
ture places at the greateft diftance may afford inilruc* 
tion to each other. 

The writer of his own life has at leafl: the firft 
qualification of an hiftorian, the knowledge of the 
truth ; and though it may be plaufibly objeded that 
his temptations to difguife it are equal to his op^ 
portunities of knowing it, yet I cannot but think 
that impartiality may be expefted with equal con- 
fidence from him that relates the paflages of his 
own life, as from him that delivers the tranfaftions 
of another. 

Certafaity of knowledge not only excludes mif- 
take, but fortifies veracity. What we colleft by 
conjefture, and by conjedture only can one man 
judge of another's motives or fentiments, 1$ eafily 
modified by fancy or by defire ; as objeSs imper- 
feftly difcerned take forms from the hope or fear of 
the beholder. But that which is fully known can- 
not be falfified but with reluftance of underftand- 
ing, and alarm of confcience : of underftanding, 
the lover of truth; of confcience, the fentinel of 
virtue. 1 

He that writes the life of another is either his 
friend or his enemy, and wifhes either to exalt his 
praife or aggravate his infamy ; many temptations 
to falfehood will occur in the difguife of paffions, 
-too fpecious to fear much rcfiftance. Love of 
virtue will animate pknegyrick, and hatred of 
wickednefs embitter cenfure. The zeal of grati. 
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tude, the ardour of patriotiftD, fondnefs for aa 
opinion^ or fidelity to a party, may eafily over 
power the vigilance of a mind habitually well dif* 
pofed, and prevail over unaflifted and unfriended 
veracity. 

But he that fpeaks of himfelf . has no motive to 
fialfehood or partiality except felf-love, by which 
all have fo often been betrayed^ that all are on the 
watch againft its artifices^ He that writes an apo«^ 
logy for a fingle a&ion, to confute an accufation, to 
recommend himfelf to favour, is indeed always to be 
fufpeded of favouring his own^ caufe ; but he that 
fits down calmly and voluntarily to review his life 
for the admonition ofxpofterity, or to amufe himfelf, 
and leaves this account unpubliflied, may be com- 
monly prefumed to tell truth, fince falfehood cannot 
appeafe his own mind, and fame wiU Wt be hear4 
l)eneftth the tomb. 
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Numb. 85. Satuhday, December 1, 1759.. 

/^NE of the peculiarities which diftinguifli the 
prefent age is the multiplication of books* 
Every day brings new advertifements of literary 
undertakings, and we are flattered with repeated 
promifes of growing wife on eafier terms than our 
progenitors. 

How much dther happinefs or knowledge is ad- 
vanced by this multitude of authors, it is not very 
eafy to decide. 

He that teaches us any thing which we knew not 
before, is undoubtedly to be reverenced as a mafter, . 

He that conveys knowledge by more pleafing ways, 
may very properly be loved as a benefaftor ; and he 
that fupplies life with innocent amufement, will be 
certainly carefled as a pleafing companion. \ 

But few of thofe who fill the world with books, 
have any pretenfions to the hope either of pleafing 
or inftruding. They have often no other tafk than 
to lay two books before them, out of which they 
compile a third, without any new materials of their 
own, and with very little application of judgment 
to thofe which former authors have fupplied. 

That all compilations are ufelefs I do not aflert. 
Particles of fcience are often very widely fcattered. 
Writers of extenfive comprehenfion have incidental 
remarks upon topicks very remote from the prin- 
cipal fubje6l, which are often more' valuable than 
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formal treatifcs, and xvhich yet are not known be- 
caufe they are not promifed in the title. He that 
collefts thofe under proper heads is very laudably 
employed, for though he exerts no great abilities in 
the work, he facilitates the progrefs of others, and 
by making that eafy of attainment which is already 
written, may give fome mind, more vigorous or more 
adventurous than his own, leifure for new thoughts 
and original defigns. 

But the colleftions poured lately from the prefe 
have been feldom made at any great expence of time 
or inquiry, and therefore only ferve to diftraft choice 
without fupplying any real want. 

It is obferved that a corrupt fociety has many laws ; 
I know not whether it is not equally true, that an 
ignorant age has many books. When the treafures of 
ancient knowledge He unexamined, and original 
authors are neglefted and forgotten, compilers s^nd 
plagiaries are encouraged, who give us again what 
we had before, and grow great by fetting before us 
what our own floth had hidden from our view. 

Yet are not even thefe writers to be indifcrimi. 
xiately cenfured and xejected. Truth like beauty 
varies its fafhions, and is beft recommended by dif- 
ferent dreffes to different minds ; and he that recalls 
the attention of mankind to any part of learning 
which time has left behind it, may be truly faid to 
advance the literature of his own age. As the 
manners of nations vary, new topicks of perfua- 
fion become neceffary, and new combinations of 
imagery are produced ; and he that can accommo- 
date himfelf to the reigning tafte, may always have 
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feaders who perhaps would not have looked upon 
better performances. 

To exad of every man who writes that he fliould 
fay fomething new, would be to reduce authors to 
a fmall number ; to oblige the mod fertile genius 
to fay only what is new would be to contrad: his 
volumes to a few pages. Yet, furely, there ought 
to be fome bounds to repetition ; libraries ought no 
more to be heaped for ever with the fame thoughts 
differently expreffed, than with the fame books dif- 
ferently decorated. 

The good or evil which thefe fecondary writers 
produce is feldom of any long duration. As they 
owe their exiftence to change of faihion, they com- 
monly difappear when a new fafhion becomes pr&. 
valent. The authors that in any nation laft from 
age to age are very few, becaufe there are very few 
that have any other claim to notice than that they 
catch hold on prefent curiofity, and gratiiy fome 
accidental defire, or produce fome temporary con- 
veniency. 

But however the writers of the. day may defpair 
of future fame, they ought at leaft to forbear any 
prefent mifchief. Though they cannot arrive at 
eminent heights of excellence, they might keep 
themfelves harmlefs. They might take care to in- 
form themfelves before they attempt to inform 
others, and exert the little influence which they have 
for honeft purpofes. 

But fuch is the prefent ftate of our literature, 
that the ancient fage, who thought a great book ^ 
gr^at evi/^ would now think the multitude of books 
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a multitude of evils. He would confidcr. a bulky 
writer who engrofled a year, and a fwarm of pam* 
phleteers who dole each an hour, as equal waiters of 
human life, and would make no other diflFerence be* 
tween them, than between a beaft of prey and a 
flight of Jocufts. 



Numb. 86. Saturday, December 8, 1759. 

# 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 
T AM a young lady newly married to a young 
gentleman. Our fortune is large, our minds 
are ^vacant, our difpofitions gay, our acquaintances 
numerous, and our relations fplendid. We con- 
fidered that marriage, like life, has its youth; that 
the firft year is the year of gaiety and revel, and 
refolved to fee the fliows and feel the joys of 
London before the increafe of • our family ftiould 
confine us to domeftick cares and domeftick plea- 
fures. 

Little time was fpent in preparation; the coach 
was harneffed, and a few days brought us to London^ 
and we alighted at a lodging provided for us by 
Mifs Biddy Trifle^ a maiden niece of my hufband's 
father, where we found apartments on a fecond floor, 
which my coufin told us would ferve us till WQ 
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could pleafe ourfelves >vith a more commodious and 
elegant habitation, and which (he had taken at a 
very high price, becaufe it was not worth the while 
to 'make a hard bargain for fo fhort a time. 

Here ( intended to lie concealed till my iiew 
clothes were made, and my new lodging hired ; but 
Mifs Trifle had fo induftrioufly given notice of our 
arrival to all her acquaintance, that I had the morti- 
fication next day of feeing the door thronged with 
painted coaches land chairs with coronets, and was 
obliged to receive all my hufband's relations on a 
fecond floon 

Inconveniences are often balanced by fome ad- 
vantage: the elevation of my apartments furniflied 
a fubjeft for converfation, which, without fome fuch 
help, we fhould have been in danger of wanting. 
Lady Stately told us how many years had paffed 
fmce fhe climbed fo many fteps, Mifs Airy ran to 
the window, and thought it charming to fee the 
walkers fo little in the ftreet ; and Mifs Gentle went 
to try the fame experiment, and fcreamed to find 
herfelf fo far above the ground. 

They all knew that we intended to remove, and 
therefore all gave me advice about a proper choice. 
One ftreet was recommended for the purity of its air, 
another for its freedom from noife, another for its 
nearnefs to the park, another becaufe there was but 
a ftep from it to all places of diverfion, and another 
becaufe its inhabitants enjoyed at once the town and 
country. 

I had civility enough to hear every recommenda- 
tion with a look of curiofity while it was made, and 
pf aicquiefcence when it was concluded, byt in my 
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heart fett no other defire than to be free from the 
difgrace of a fecond floor, and cared little where I 
Jhould fix, if the apartments were fpacious and 
fplendid. 

Next day a chariot was hired, and Mifs Trifle was 
difpatched to find a lodging. She returned in the 
afternoon, with an account of a charming place, to 
which my hufband went in the morning to make the 
contrad:. Being young and unexperienced, he took 
with him his friend Ned ^ickj a gentleman of great 
ikill in rooms and furniture, who fees, at a fingle 
glance, whatever there is to be commended or cen- 
fured. Mr. ^/V*, at the firft view of the houfe, 
declared that it could not be inhabited, for the fun 
in the afternoon fhone with full glare on the windows 
of the dining-room. 

Mifs Trifle went out again and foon difcovered 
another lodging, which Mr. ^ick went to furvey, 
and found, that, whenever the wind fhould blow 
from the eaft, all the fmoke of the city would be 
driven upon it. 

A magnificent fet of rooms was then found in 
one of the flreets near Wejiminfter-Bridge^ which Mifs 
Trifle preferred to any which fhe had yet feen j but 
Mr. J^icky having mufed upon it for a time, con- 
cluded that it would be too much expofed in the 
morning to the fogs that rife from the river. 

Thus Mr. ^ick proceeded to give us every day 
new. teftimonies- of his tafte and circumfpedion : 
fometimes the flreet was too narrow for a double 
range of coaches j fometimes it was an obfcure place, 
not inhabited by perfpns of quality. Some places 
were dirty, apd fomc crowded j in fome houfes the 
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furniture was lU-fuited, and in others the ftsurs were 
too narrow. He had fuch fertility of objeftions that 
Mifs Trifle was at laft tired, and defifted from all at- 
tempts for our accommodation. 

In the mean time I have ftill continued to fee my 
company on a fecond floor, and am afked twenty 
times a day when I am to leave thofe odious lodg- 
ings, in which I live tumultuoufly without pleafure. 
and expenfively without honour. My hufband 
thinks fo higMy of Mr. ^icky that he cannot be 
perfuaded to remove without his approbation; and 
Mr. ^ck thinks his^ reputation raifed by the 
multiplication of dif&cukies. 

In this diftrefe to whom can I have recourfe ? I 
find my temper vitiated by daily difappointment, by 
the fight of pleafures which I cannot partake, and 
the poffeiEon: of riches which I cannot enjoy. Dear 
Mr. Idler y inform my bulband that he is trifling 
away, in fuperfluous vexation, the few months ^ 
which cuflom has appropriated to delight ; that ma- 
trimonial quarrels are not eafily reconciled between 
thofe that have no children ; that wherever we fettle. 
he muil always find fome inconvenience; but no^ 
thing is -fo mnch to be avoided as a perpetual ftate of ^ 
inquiry and fufpenfe. 

I am, SIR, 

, Your humble fervant, 

Peggy Heartless* 
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Numb. 87. SaTukday, December 15> 1759^ 

/^F what we know not, we can only judge by* 
what we know* Every novelty appears more 
wonderful as it is more remote from any thing with 
which experience or teftimony has hithertd ac- 
quainted us ; and if it paffes further beyond the no* 
lions that we have been accuftomed to form, it be* 
comes at laft incredible* 

We fefdom confider that human knowledge is very 
narrow, that national manners are formed by chance^ 
that uncommon conjunftures of caufes produce rare 
cflFefts, or that what is impoffible at one time or 
place may yet happen in another. It is always 
eafier to deny than to inquire. To refufe credit 
confers for a moment an appearance of fuperiority, 
which every little mind is tempted to afllime when 
it may be gained fo cheaply as by withdrawing at- 
tention from evidence, and declining the fatigue of 
comparing probabilities. The moft pertinacious; 
and vehement demonftrator may be wearied in time 
by continual negation ; and incredulity, which 
an old poet, in his addrefs to Raleigh, calls the wit 
of foolsy obtunds the argument which it cannot 
anfwer, as woolfacks deaden arrows though they can- 
not repel them. 

Many relations of travellers have been flighted as 
fabulous, till more frequent voyages have confirmed 
their veracity ; and it may reafonably be imagined, 
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that many ancient hiftorians are iinjuftly fufpe&ed 
of falfehood, becaufe our own times aflford nothing 
that refembles what they tell. 

Had only the writers of antiquity informed us 
that there was once a nation in' which the wife lay 
down upon the* burning pile only to mix her alhes 
with thofe of her hufband, we (hould have thought 
it a tale to be told with that of Endymion*s commerce 
with the Moon, Had only a fingle traveller related 
that many nations of the earth were black, we fhould 
have thought the accounts of the Negroes and of the 
Phanix equally credible. But of black men the 
numbers are too great who are now repining under 
Englijh cruelty, and the cuftom of voluntary crema- 
tion is 'not yet loft among the ladies of India. - 

Few narratives will either to men or women ap. 
pear more incredible than the hiftories of the 
Amazons ; of female nations of whofe conftitution it 
was the effential and fundamental law, to exclude 
men from all participation either of publick affairs 
or domeftick bufinefs ; where female armies marched 
under female captains, female farmers gathered the 
harveft, female partners danced together, and female 
wits diverted one another. 

Yet feveral ages of antiquity have tranfmitted ac^ 
counts of the Amazons of Caucafus ; arid of the 
Amazons of America^ who have given their name to 
the greateft river in the world, Condamine lately 
found fuch memorials, as can be expeded among er- 
ratick and unlettered nations, where events are re- 
corded only by tradition, and new fwarms, fettling 
in the country from time to time, confufe and efface 
all traces of former times. 

To 
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To die wkti huibands, or to live wkhout thcm^ 
vc the two extremes which the prudence and mo* 
deration of European ladies have, m all ages, equally 
declined; they have never been allured to death 
by the kindnefs or civility of the poUteft nations^ 
nor has the roughnefs and brutality of more lavage 
countries ever provoked them to doom their msile 
aflbciates to irrevocable baniihment. The B$bemiam 
matrons are laid to have made one fliort ilruggle 
for fuperiority, but, inftead of banifliing the men, 
they contented themfelves with condemnmg them to 
fisrvile offices ; and their conftitution, thus kft im« 
perfe&, was quickly overthrown. 

There is, I think, no clafs of Englijb women 
from whom we are in any danger of Amazonian 
ufurpatioD. The old maids feem neareft to inde^ 
pendence, and moft likely to be animated by re« 
venge againft mafculine authority ^ they often fpeak 
of men with acrimonious vehenosnce, but it is fei* 
dom found that they have any fettled hstred agamft 
them, and it is yet more rarely obferved that they 
hafve any kindnefs for each other. They will not 
eafily combine in any plot; and if they (houkt 
ever agree to retire and fortify themfelves in 
caftles or in mountains, the fentioel will betray the 
pafies in fpite, and the garrifon will capitulate upoft 
eafy terms, if the befiegers have handfome fword* 
knots, and are well fupplied with fringe and 
face. 

The gamefters,. if they were united, would make! 
a formidable body ; wid, fince they confider men only 
as beings that are to lofe their money, they might 

live 



Digitized by 



Google 



N'S;. THE IDLER. 553 

live together without any wiih for the officioufnefs 
of gallantry or the delights of diverfified converfa- 
tion. But as nothing would hold them together 
but the hope of plundering one another, their 
government would fall from the -defed of its prin- 
ciples, the men would need only to neglefl: them, 
and they would periih in a few weeks by a civil 
war. 

I do not mean to cenfure the ladies of England as 
defeftive ii^ knowledge or in fpirit, when I fuppofe 
them unlikely to revive the military honours of their 
fex. The charader of the ancient Jmazons was 
rather terrible than lovely j the hand could not be 
very delicate that was only employed in drawing the 
bow and brandifliing the battle-axe j their power 
was maintained by cruelty, their courage was de- 
formed by ferocity, and their example only fhews 
that men and women live beft together. 
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Numb. 88. Saturday, December 22, 1759, 

T17HEN the philofophers of the laft age were 
firft congregated into the Royal Society, great 
expectations were raifed-of the fudden progrefs of 
ufeful arts ; the time was fuppofed to be near, when 
en^nes (hould turn by a perpetual motion, and 
health be fecured by the univeifal medicine; when 
learning ihould be facilitated by a real charader, 
and commerce extended by (hips which could reach 
their ports in defiance of the tempeft. 

But improvement is naturally flow. The Society 
met and parted without any vifible diminution of 
the miferies of life. The gout and Hone were ftill 
painful, the ground that was not ploughed brought no 
harveft, and neither oranges nor grapes would grow 
upon the hawthorn. At laft, thofe who were difap* 
pointed began to be angry; thofe likewife who 
hated i;nnovation were glad to gain an opportunity of 
ridiculing men who had depreciated, perhaps with 
too much arrogance, the knowledge of antiquity. 
And it appears from fome of their carlieft apologies, 
that the philofophers felt with great fenfibility the 
unwelcome importunities of thofe who were daily 
afldng, " What have ye done ?" 

The truth is, that little had been done compared 
with what fame had been fuffered to promife; and 
the queftion could only be anfwered by general apo- 
logies and by new hopes, which, when they were 
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Fruftrated, gave a new occafion to the fame vexatious 
inquiry. 

This fatal queftioti has difturbed the quiet of many 
other minds. He that in the latter part of his life 
too ftriaiy inquires what he has done, can very 
feldom receive from his own heart fuch an account as 
will give him fati^fiiftion. 

We do hot indeed fo often difappoint others as 
ourfeives. We not only think more highly than 
others of oiir own abilities, but allow ourfeives to 
form hopes which we never communicate, and pleafe 
our thoughts with employments which none evei- 
will allot us, and with elevations to which we are 
tieVer expeOied to rife j and when our days and yearfe 
have paffed away in common bufinefs or common 
amufements, and we find at laft that we have fuffered 
our purpofes to fleep till the time of aftion is paft, 
we are reproached only by our own reflediohs ; nei- 
ther our friends nor our enemies wonder that we live 
and die like the reft of mankind j that we live without 
notice, and die without memorial j they know not 
i?^hat taik we had propofed, and therefore cannot dif- 
cem whether it is finiihed. 

He that compares what he has done vnth what he 
has left lindone, will feel the effeft which muft al. 
ways follow the comparifon of imagination with 
reality; he will look with contempt on his own un- 
. importance, and wondei- to what purpofe he canle 
into the world; he will repine that he fhall leave 
behind him no evidence of his having been, that he 
has added nothing to the fyftem of life, but has 
glided from youth to age among the crowd, without 
any effort for diftinftion. 

A a « Man 
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Man is feldom willing to let fall the opimon ol 
his own dignity, or to believe that he does little only 
becaufe every individual is a very little being. He 
is better content to want diligence than power, and 
fooner confeiTes the depravity of his will than the im- 
becility of his nature. 

From this mlilaken notion of human greatnefs it 
proceeds, that many who pretend to have made 
great advances in wifdom fo loudly declare that they 
defpife themfelves. If I had ever found any of the 
felf'contemners much irritated or pained by the con* 
fciouihefs of their meannefs, I fhould have given 
them confolation by obferviag, that a little more 
than nothing is as much as can be expefted fron^ a 
being, who, with refped to the multitudes about hi^^ 
is himfelf little more than nothing. Every man is 
obliged by the Supreme Matter of the univcrfe to 
improve all the opportunities of good which are 
aiforded him, and to keep in continual aAivity fuch 
abilities as are beflowed upon him. But he has no 
reafon to repine, though his abilities are fmall and 
.his opportunities few. He that has improved the 
virtue, or advanced the happinefs of one fellow-crea- 
tare, he that has afcertained a fmgle moral propofi. 
tion, or added one ufeful experiment to natural 
knowledge, may be contented with his own perform- 
ance, and, with refped to mortals like himfelf, may 
demand, like Augu/his^ to be difmiiTed at his 4e* 
p^uture with applaufe. 
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Numb. 89. Saturday, December 29, 1759- 



X-TOW evil came into the worid; for what 
reafon it is that life is overfpread with fuch 
boundlefs varieties of mifery ; why the only thinking 
being of thii globe is doomed to think merely to be 
wretched, and to pafs his time from youth to age in 
fearing or in fuffering calamities, is a queftion which 
philc^ophers have long aiked, and which philofophy 
could never anfwer. 

Religion informs us that mifery and fm were 
produced together. The depravation of human will 
was followed by a diforder of the harmony of na- 
ture; and by that Providence which often places 
antidotes in the neighbourhood of poifons, vice was 
checked by mifery, left it ihould fwell to univerfal and 
unlimited dominion. 

A ftate of innocence and happinefs is fo remote 
from all that we have ever feen, that though we 
can ealily conceive it poflible, and may therefore 
hope to attain it, yet our fpeculations upon it muft 
be general and confufed. We can difcover that 
where there is univerfal innocence, there will pro- 
bably be univerfal happinefs; for why ihould af«^ 
fii^tions be permitted to infeft beings who are not 
in danger of corruption from bleffings, and where 
there is no ufe of terrour nor caufe of punifliment ? 

A a 3 But 
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. But in a world like ours, where our fenfes aflault us, 
and our hearts betray us, we ihould pafs on from 
crime to crime, heedlefs and remorfelefs, if mifery 
did not (land in our way, and our own pains ad- 
monifli us of our folly. 

Almoft all the moral good which is left among m, 
is the apparent effed of phyfical evil. 

Goodnefs is divided by divines into fobernefs, 
righteoufnefs, and godUnef$. Let it , (^^ exa^me(I 
how each of thefe duties would be pra^ijfeji<ijfc^^j^^ 
werie no phyfical evil to enforce it.; 

Sobriety, or temperance, is nothing but the for- 
bearance of plesdure ; and if pleafure was not followed 
by pain, who would forbear it ? We fee every hour 
thofe in whom the defire of prefent indulgence over- 
powers all fenfe of pad and all fjrefight of future 
mifery. In a remiffion of the gout, the drunkard re- 
turns to his wine, and the glutton to his feaft ; and 
if neither difeafe nor poverty were felt or dreaded, 
every one would fink down in idle fenfuality, with« 
out any care of others, or of himfelf; To eal s^ 
dritik, and lie down to ileep, would be* the whole, 
bufinefs of mankind. 

Righteoufnefs, or the fyftem of focial d^My^ lyiay 
be fubdivided into juftice and chari^. Qf juftice 
one of the Heathen fages has ihewn, wkh great 
acutenefs, that it was impve&d upoiJt pi^pl^ 
only by the inconveniencies wbkh injuflici.hjid pro- 
duced. ** In the firfl: agas,'* faya he, '^ mwi ^^tecl 
«' without aoy rub but the' iqifiiUh of d^fir^i (bey 
^^ pra£tifed injoftice upon others,, audi &(fF^re4 it 
*« from others in their turn }. but ist fijn^b^it wao 
^^ difcoveiBd) that th& pain ofr fuffeisii^g w^c^^ w^. 
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*^ greater than the pleafure of doing it ; and man- 
^f kind, by a general compa&, fubmicted to the re- 
^^ ftraint of laws, and refigned the pleafure to efcape 
'? the pain/' 

Of. chjirity it is fuperfluons to obferve^ that it 
oould have no place if there were no want ; for of a 
virtue which could not be pradtifed, the omiffion 
could not be culpable* Evil is not only the pcca- 
fional but the dHcient caufe of charity ; we are in. 
cited to the relief of mifery by the confcioufnefs that 
we have the iame nature with the fufiefer, that we 
are in danger of the fame diftrefles^ and may fome- 
times implore the fame afliftance. 

GodlineiSy or piety^ is elevation of the mind to- 
wards the Supreme. Being, and extenfioa of the 
thoughts of another life. The other Ufe is future, 
and the Supreme Being is invifible. None wquld 
have recourfe to an invifible power, but that all 
other fubjefts have eluded tbeirlK>pe8. None would 
fix their attention upon the future, but that they 
are oifcontented with 'the prefent. If the fenfes. 
were feafted with perpetual pleafure^ they would 
always keep the mind in fubjedion. Reafoa has na 
authority over us, but by its power' to warn us, 
^gainft evil. 

In childhood, while our minds are yet unoccupiedj^ 
religion is imprefTed upon them, and the firfl years 
of almoft all who 'have been well educated are 
paffed in a regular difcharge of the duties of piety. 
But as we advance forward into the crowds of life, 
innumerable delights folicit our inclinations, and 
innumerable cares diftrad our attention; the time 
of youth is paffed in noify frolicks -, manhood is led 
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on from hope to hope, and from projed to projeft ; 
the difTolutenefs of pleafure, the mebriation of fuc- 
cefs, the ardour of expe£lation, and the vehemence 
of competition, chain down the mind alike to the 
prefent fcene, nor is it remembered how foon this 
mid of trifles mud be fcattered, and the bubbles 
that float upon the rivulet of life be loft for ever in 
the gulph of eternity. To this confideration fcarcely 
any man is awakened but by fome prefling and re- 
fiftlefs evil. The death of thofe from whom he de. 
rived his pleafures, or to whom he deftined hi$ 
pofleffions, fome difeafe which (hews him the vanity 
of all external acquiiitions, or the gloom of age, 
which intercepts his profpe&s of long enjoyment, 
force him to fix his hopes upon another ftate, and 
when he has contended with the tempefl:s of life till 
his flrength fails him, he flies at laft to the flicker of 
religion. 

That mifery does not make all virtuous, expe- 
rience too certainly informs us; but it is no lefs 
certain that of what virtue there is, mifery produces 
far the greata* part. Phyfical evil may be therefore 
endured with patience, fince it is the caufe of moral 
good ; and patience itfelf is one virtue by which we 
are pr«pared for that (late in which evil fliall be no 
snore* 
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Numb. 90. Satubday, January 5, 176O. 

TT is a complaint which has been made from time 
- to time, and which feems to have lately become 
more frequent, that Englijh oratory, however for- 
cible in argument, or elegant in expreflion, is defi* 
cient and inefficacious, becaufe our fpeakers want the 
grace and energy of a£tion« • 

Among the numerous projedors who are delirous 
to refine our manners^ and improve our faculties^ 
fome are willing to fupply the deficiency of oar 
fpeakers. We have had more than one exhortation 
to ftudf the negleSed art of moving the paffions, 
and have been encouraged to believe that our 
tongues, however feeble in themfelves, may, by 
the help of our hands and legs, obtain an un- 
controllable dominion over the mod ftubbom au- 
dience, animate the infenfible, engage the carelefs, 
force tears from the obdurate, and money irom the 
avaricious. 

If by fleight of hand, or nimblenefs of foot, all 
thefe wonders can be performed, he, that fliall ne- 
gled: to attain the free ufe of his limbs may be juftly 
cenfured as criminally lazy. But I am afraid that 
no fpecimen of fuch effe£U will eafily be fhewn. 
If I could once fiind a fpeaker in Change-Alley raifing 
the price of flocks by the power of perfuafive 
geftures, I fliould very zealouily recommend the 
iludy of his art } but having never feen any adion 
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by which language was much aflifted, I have been 
hitherto inclined to doubt whether my countrymen 
are not blamed too haftily for their calm and mo- 
tionlefs utterance. 

Foreigners of many nations accompany their 
fpeech with a^lion; but why ihould their example 
have more mflu«nce upon ua tha^ ours upon them f 
Cuftoms are not to be changed but for betten 
Let thpfe who defire to reform us fhew the benefits 
oi the change propofed. When the Frenchman 
waves bi$ baads^ and writhes his body k recounting 
the revolutions of a game at cards, or tl^e Neapth 
lUaUy who tells the hour of the day, fhews upon his 
fingers the number which he mentions ; I dp not 
jMgrceive that their manual exercife is of much ufe^ 
or that they leave any image more deeply impreflerf 
by their buftle and vehemexu:e of CQmiiumi4;iL«K)n« 

Upon the Englijh ftage there is no want of aftion ; 
hut the difficulty of making it at once various and 
proper, and its perpetual tendency to be<jomfe ridi- 
culous^ notwithftanding all the advantages wlneb 
art and fhow, and cuftom and- prejudice,, can give 
it, may prove how little it can be admitted into any 
ether place, where it can have no recommendaticMi. 
but from truth and native* 

The ufe of Englijh oratory is only at the bar^ in 
the parliament,^ and in the church. Neither the 
judges, of our laws nor the reprefentatiyqs of our 
people would be much affeflted by laboured gefti- 
culation, or believe any mau' the mor^ becaufe hf j 
rolled his cyes^. or puffed his cheeks^, or fpread 
abroad his arms, or ftamped the ground, oir thumjied 
his breaft„ or turned his eyes, fometimes to the 
7 ceiling 
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ceiling and fometimes to the floor. Upon mea 
intent only upon truths the arm of an orator has 
little power ; a credible teftimony, or a cogent ar- 
gument, will overcome all the art of modulation, 
and all the violence of contortion. 

It is well known that, in the city, which may be 
called the parent of oratory, all the arts of mecha- 
Dical perfuafion were banifeed from the court of fu- 
preme judicature. The judges of the Areopagus 
confidered adion and vociferation as a foolifh ap- 
peal to the external feafes, and unworthy to be 
pra£iifed before thofe who had no defire of idle 
amufement, a^d whofe only pleafure was to difcover 
right 

Whether aftion may not be yet of ufe in churches, 
where the preacher addreffes a mingled audience, 
may deferve inquiry. It is certain that the fenfes 
are more powerful as the reafon is weaker; and 
that he whofe cars convey little to his mind, may 
fometimes liften with his eyes till truth may gra- 
dually take poffeflion of his heart. If there be 
any ufe of gefticulation, it muft be applied to the 
Ignorant and rude, who will be more affefted by 
vehemence than delighted by propriety. In the 
pulpit' little aftion can be proper, for aftion can il- 
luftrate nothing but that to which it^ may be re- 
ferred by nature or by cuftom. He that imitates 
by his hand a motion which he defcribes, explains 
it by natural ftmilitude ; he that lays his hand on 
his breaft, , when he exprefles pity, enforces his 
word^ by a cuftomary alluiion. But theology has 
ipv^ topicks to, which aftion can be appropriated ; 
rhat, action which is vague and indeterminate will 
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at lad fettle into habit, and habitual pecuEarities are 
quickly ridiculous. 

It is perhaps the character of the Engli/h to de- 
fpife trifles ; and that ait may furely be accounted a 
trifle which is at once ufelefs and oftentatious, 
which can feldom be pra&ifed with propriety, and 
which, as the mind is more cultivated, is lefs power- 
ful. Yet as all innocent means are to be ufed for 
the propagation of truth, I would not deter thofe 
who are employed in preaching to common con- 
gregations, from any praftice which they may find 
perfuafive; for, compared with the converfion of 
finners, propriety and elegance are lefs than no- 
thing. 



Numb. 91- Saturday, January 12, 1760. 

TT is common to overlook what is near, by keep* 
^ ing the eye fixed upon fomethiiig remote. In 
the fame manner, prefent opportunities are ne- 
gle£ted, and attainable good is flighted, by minds 
bufied in extenfive ranges, and intent upon future 
advantages. Life, however fliort, is made ftill 
ihorter by wade of time; and its progrefs towards 
happinefs, though naturally flow, is yet retarded by 
unncceflary labour. 

The difficuliy of obtaining knowledge is uni- 
verfally confeflcd. To fix deeply in the mind the 
principles of fcience, to fettle their limitations, and 
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deduce the long fuccei&on of their confequencet ; 
to comprehend the whole compafs of compUcated 
fyftems, with all the arguments, objeflioffs, and 
folutions, and to repofite in the inteUeftual treafury 
the numberlefs fads, experiments, apophthegms^ 
and poiitions, which mud ftand (ingle in the me- 
mory, imd of which none has any perceptiUe con<» 
ne£Hon with the reft, is a talk which, though under^ 
taken with ardour and purfued with diligence, muft 
at lad be left unfiniihed by the frailty of our 
nature. 

To make the way to learning either lefs (hort or 
lefs fmooth, is certainly abfurd ; yet this is the ap-^ 
parent effed: of the prejudice which feems to pre- 
vail among us in favour of foreign authors, and of 
the contempt of our native literature, which this 
excurfive curiofity muft neceflarily produce. Every 
man is more fpeedily inftruded by his own lan- 
guage, than by any other ; before we fearch the 
reft of the world for teachers, let us tr^ whether 
we may not fpare our trouble by finding them at 
iiome. 

The riches of the EngUJh language are much 
greater than they are commonly fuppofed. Many 
ufeful and vsduable books lie buried in fliops and 
libraries, unknown and unexamined, unlefs fome 
lucky compiler opens them by chance, and finds 
an eafy fpoil of wit and learning. I am far bom 
intending to infinuate, that other languages are not 
neceilary to him who afpires to eminence, and 
whofe whole life is devoted to ftudy; but to him 
who reads only for amufement, or whofe purpofe is 
not to deck himfelf with the honours of literature, 
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but to be qualified for domeftick idefulndfsj and fit 
down content with fubordinate reputation, we hami 
authors fufficient to fill up all the vacancies of his 
time, and gratify moft of his wiflies f<e>r infbl-m- 
ation. 

Of our poets I need txy little, becaufe they are 
perhaps the only authors to whom their country has 
done juftice. We confider the whole fticceffion 
from Sfen/er to Pofe^ as fuperior to any names ^hich 
the continent can boaft; and therefore the poets of 
other nations, however familiarly they may be fome- 
times mentioned, are very litde read, except by thofe 
who defign to borrow their beauries. 

There is, I think, not one of the liberal artt 
which may -not be competently learned in the EngUJh 
language. He that fearches after mathetnatidii 
knowledge may bufy himfelf among his own coun* 
trymen, and will find one or other able to inftruft 
him in every part o^ thofe abftrufe fdences. " He 
that is- delighted with experiments, and ^ilk^ td 
know the nature of bodies from certain and vifible 
efie£ls, is happily placed where the mechanical phi- 
lofophy was firft eftablifhed by a publick inftitu- 
lion,^ and from which it was fpread to all othet 
countries. 

The moie airy and elegant ftudies of philology 
and criticifm have little need of any foreign help. 
Though our language, not being very analogical, 
gives few opportunities for grammatical refearches, 
yet we have not wanted authors who have* confidered 
the principles of fpeech ; and with critical writ, 
iugs we abound fufficiently, to enable pedantry 
t;o impofe rules which can feldom be obfifrved, 
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said vanity to talk of books which are feldom 
rt9id. 

But our own language has^ from the Reformatioii 
to the prefent time, been chiefly . dignified and 
adorned by the works of our divines, who, con(i« 
dered as commentators, controvertifts, or preachers^ 
have undoubtedly left all other nations far behind 
. them. No vulgar language can boaft fuch trea^ 
fures of theological knowledge, or fuch multitudes 
of authqrs at once learned, elegant, and pious. 
Other countries and other communions have authors 
perhaps equal in abilities and diligence to ours ; 
but if we unite number with excellence, there is cer«? 
tainly no nation which mufl: not allow us to be fu- 
perior. Of morality little is neceflary to be faid^ 
becaufe it is comprehended in pra^ical divinity, 
and is perhaps better taught in Englijh fermons than 
in any other books ancient and modem. Nor fhall I 
dwell on our excellence in metaphyfical fpeculations, 
becaufe he that reads the works of our divines will 
eafily difcover how far human fubtilty has been able 
to penetrate* 

Political knowledge is forced upon us by the 
form of our conftitution ; and all the myfteries of gop 
vernment are difcovered in the attack or defence of 
every minifter. The originaj law of fociety, the 
rights of fubjeds, and the prerogatives of kings, 
have been confidered with the utmoft nicety, fomo- 
times profoundly inveftigated, and fofnetimes fami- 
liarly explained. 

Thus copioufly inftruftive is the Englijh lan- 
guage ; and thus needlefs is all recourfe to foreign 
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writers. Let us not therefore make our neighbourt 
proud by folidting help which wc do not want, nor 
difcourage our own induftry by difficulties which we 
need not fuflfer* 



Numb. 92. Satorday, January 10, 176O. 

TI/^HATEVER is ufeful or honourable will be 
defired by many who never can obtain it; 
snd that which cannot be obtained when it is de< 
fired, artifice or folly will be diligent to counterfeit. 
Thofe to whom fortune has denied gold and dia* 
monds decorate themfelves with flones' and metals, 
which have fomething of the Ihow, but little of the 
value ; and every moral excellence or intelleftual 
faculty has fome vice or folly which imitates its ap« 
pearance* 

Every man wiflies to be wife, and they who can* 
not be wife are almoft always cunning. The lefs 
is the real difcemment of thofe whom bufinefs or 
converfation brings together, the more lUufions arc 
pradifed, nor is caution ever fo neceflary as with af- 
fociates or opponents of feeble minds. 

Cunning differs from wifdom as twilight from 
open day. He that walks in the funftine goes 
boldly forward by the neareft way; he fees that 
where the path is ftraight and even he may proceed 
in fecurity, and where it is rough and crooked he 
cafily complies with the turns, and avoids the ob» 
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(lru£Uons» But the traveller in the du(k fears more 
ais he .fees lefs; he knows there may be- danger, and 
therefore fufpcfts that he is never fafe, tries every 
ftep before he fixes his foot, and fhrinks at every 
noife left violence Ihould approach him. Wifdom 
comprehends at once the end and the means, efti-^ 
mates eaiinefs or difficulty, and is cautious or con« 
fident in due proportion. Cunning difcovers little 
at a time, and has no other means of certainty 
than muldplication of ftratagems and fuperfluity of 
fufpicion. The man of cunning always confiders 
that he can never be too fafe, and therefore always 
keeps himfelf enveloped in a mift, impenetrable, as he 
hopes, to the eye of rivalry or curipfity. 

Upon this principle, Tom Double has formed a 
habit of eluding the moft harmlefs queftion. What 
he has no inclination to anfwer, he pretends fome^ 
times not to hear, and endeavours to divert the in. 
quirer's attention by fome other fubjed ; but if he 
be preffed hard by repeated interrogation, he al- 
ways evades a direft reply. Alk him whom he likeg 
beft on the ftage ; he is ready to tell that there are 
.^ feveral excellent performers. Inquire when he was 
laft at the coffee-houfe ; he replies, that the weather 
has been bad lately. Defire him to teli the age of 
any of his acquaintance ; he immediately mentions 
another who is older or younger. 
. Will Puzzle values himfelf * upon a long reach. 
He forefees every thing before it will happen, 
though be never f elates his prognoftications till the 
event is p^. Nc^ing has come to pafs for thefe 
twenty years of which Mr. Puzzle had not given 
broad hiass^9 and told at leaft that it was not proper 
. Voi^VU. Bb to 
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to tell. Of thofe predidions, which every conclu* 
fion will equally verify, he always claims the credit, 
and wonders that his friends did not underftand 
them. He fuppofes very truly that much may be 
known which he knows not, and therefore pretends 
to know much of which he and all mankind are 
equally ignorant. I defired his opinion yefterday 
of the German war, and was told, that if the Prujl 
Jians were well fupported^ fomething great may be 
expedted; but that they have very powerful ene- 
mies to encounter; that the Aujirian general has 
long experience, and the Ruffians are hardy and re- 
folute ; but that no human power is invincible. I 
then drew the converfation to our own affairs, and 
invited him to balance the probabilities of war and 
peace. He told me. that war requires courage, and 
negociation judgment, and that the time will come 
when it will be feen whether our ikill in treaty ia 
equal to our bravery in battle. To this general 
prattle he will appeal hereafter, and will demand to 
have his forefight applauded, whoever ihall at lafl: be 
fpnquered or vidlorious. 

With tJed Smuggle all is a fecret. He beUeves 
himfelf watched by obfer\'ation and malignity on 
every fide, and rejoices in the dexterity by which he 
has efcaped (hares that never were laid. Ned holds 
that a man is never deceived if he never trufts, and 
therefore will not tell' the name of his taibr or his 
hatter. He rides out every morning for the air, and 
pleafes himfelf with thinking that nobody knows 
where he has been. When he dines with a friend, he 
never goes to his houfe the neareft way, bnt walks 
up a bye*ftreet to perplex the fcent* When be hat 
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a coach called, he never tells him at the door the 
true place to which he is going, but (lops him in 
the way that he may give him direfliions where no- 
body can hear him. The price of what he buys or 
fells is always concealed. He often takes lodgings in 
the country by a wrong name, and thinks that* the 
world is wondering where he can be hid. All thefe 
tranfaftions he regifters. in a book, which, he fays, 
will fome time or other amaze pofterity. 

It is remarked by Bacon^ that many men try t6 
procure reputation only by objedtions, of which, if 
they are once admitted, the nullity never appears, be- 
caufe the defign is laid afide. This falfe feint of 
wifdoniy fays he, is the ruin of bujinefs* The whole 
power of cunning is privative ; to fay nothing, and 
to do nothing, is the utmofl of its reach. Yet men. 
thus narrow by nature, and mean by art, are fome- 
limes able to rife by the mifcarriages of bravery and 
the opennefs of integrity ; and, by watching failures 
and fijiatching opportunities, obtairi advantages which 
belong properly to higher charafters. 
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KtJMB. 93. Saturday, January 26, 176Q. 

CAM SOFTLY was bred a fugar-bakerj but 
fucceeding to a confiderable eftate on the death 
of his elder brother, he retired early from bufinefs, 
married a fortune, and fettled in a country-houfe 
near Kentijh-iown. Sanij who formerly was a fportt 
man, and in his apprentice(hip ufed to frequent 
Barnet races, keeps a high chaife, with a brace of 
Jeafoned geldings. During the fummer months, 
the principal paflion and employment of Sam's life 
IS to vifit, in this vehicle, the moft eminoit feats oT 
the nobility and gentry in different parts oiF the 
kingdom, with his wife and fome fele£k friends. 
By thefe periodical excurfions Sam gratifies many ' 
important purpofes. He ailifts the feveral pregnan- 
cies of his wife ; he fhews his chaife to the beft ad- 
vantage ; he indulges * his infatiable cariofity for 
finery, which, fmce he has turned gentleman, has 
grown upon him to an extraordinary degree; he 
difcovers tafte and fpirit ; and, what is above all, 
he finds frequent opportunities of difplaying to the * 
party, at every houfe he fees, his knowledge of fa- 
mily connexion. At firft, Sam was contented with 
driving a friend between London and his villa. Here 
he prided himfelf in pointing out the boxes of the 
citizens on each fide of the road, with an accurate 
detail of their refpeftive failures or fucceffe* ia 
trade \ and harangued on the feveral equipages thai 
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Avere. accickfijtaUy paffing. .Here, too, the featt 
interfperfed on the jurrounding' hills^ afforded ' ample^ 
:i|iQttier> for S*i7»*s curiovis dilcovferi^.: For one, he 
(xjd hi» compamon, vnnch yew had. offered , money 5 
^aiiii jthtil a rettre(} ^idowvas courted xt smother,' by 
ja^ e^i^ipfint dn)f-&k(^., - At tlie fame tsom.fae difcuffed 
4he vtUHyty and. etiumeriited the ex^ences, of the 
4(^11^/072: 1 turnpike^' 'BxnSam*$ ambition is at prefenc 
iralfed t« iKlbler.:Undectafcmgs. 

.ixi 'WfeP^ : the hftppy ItQjir . of the annual expedition 
^rivfs, ^h^)'SfAt .of . thetWfeJs furniftied with Ogil- 
.y^X:lB^ <f RoAdAi and. a choice quantity of cold 
;to!flglliP%'i ^'^'. nwit . afarnring difatter which can 
:]^3|^)Q1l 'CQ::'Qiir; h^r^, .wHo thiuks he throws a whip 
i^nMrtri>iy//vKU, ui to.Qsff'.bvertiJcsn. m a road which 
c^^MdK Tfti^'quattet forftvbeds. . Indeed, &w men pof. 
fefs morqiikitt or difcenuiiept..foE concerting, and 
.))(ted^^ipg^ ?i(fffr:iy tif*pleafwre.: When a feat is to 
;v^bejifiWYSS!^d»>Ae:.b» a. peculiar, taknt in felefting 
Jrf)l^e;.ih94jF [beach .id 1^ park, vhere the company 
JPflyi.PPft commbcUoijifly rfefrefh tb«mfelve& ;^wifti 
; i^pl^TJIftngue, . ifiiicfcen^ ,and Fnnaf;). r6ll& ;• , afad is - vdry 
; ^gaei^ds . Iti dirocM^Hng : what: «dq1 .tiimple in the 
;gstt^^i>!9!iU./h«;beft 2^4^pted for drinking tea, brdught 
•/pr ^}% f^poi^ffif^ ^h^ afternoon,: and from vMcii 
/.^b« fMfi?.ifl^2ty b^Wfufp^d with the ghcateft. conve- 
ijdaxfifi. in. viewing the. hdufe. itfdiF, heis^'priooi- 
( gaily;; ?ttfg|^ed.t)x ^b^ chairs, and i)eds, conderning 
the coft of which his minute. ui(|utr}e$i. gexu»:ally 
gain the cleared information. An agate table eafily 
diverts his eyes from the mofl capital ftrokes of Ru* 
tensy and a Turkey carpet has more charms than a 
y^itian. Sam^ however^ dwells with fome attention 
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on the famOy portraits, particularly the tnoft mo- 
4exn ones; and as this is a topick on which the 
houfe*keeper ufuaUy harangues in a more copious 
manner, he takes this opportunity of improving his 
knowledge c^ intermarriages. Yet, notwkhftatiding 
this appearance of fatis£idion, Sii^m has fome objec* 
tion to all he fees. One hoyfe has too ninth gild- 
:ing; at another, the chimney-pieces are all moim- 
ments ; at a third, he conjeftures that the beautiful 
canal mud certainly be dried up in a hot fummer. 
He defpifes the ftatues at Wilting becaufe he thinks 
he can fee much better carving inWefimin/hr Abbe^, 
But there is one general objeftion which heiB^fttre 
to make at almoft every houfe, pardcriarly at fhofe 
which are mc^ diftinguiihed. He attowy thm all 
.the apartments are extremely fine] but add«, with k 
iheer, that they are too fine to be inhabited. 

Mifapplied genius- moft commoiily pi'Oves^ iSdt 
culous. Had Sam^ as Nature intexuited^ ^^pntentedly 
continued in the calmer and lefs confpicuots pur. 
fuits of fugar*baking, he might have been ft tdpeSt. 
able and ufeful charader. At prefent he ^idipates 
his life in a fpecious idlenefs, which neither in^roves 
himfelf nor bis friends. Thole talents whi<ih thight 
have benefited fociety, he expofes- to contiwl^t by 
falfe pretenfions. He aifefts pleafur^s whkh be can* 
snot enjoy, and is acquainted only with thofe -fuf^efis 
: on which he has no right to talk, and whi<ih'it is tio 
n^t to underikai^d*. ^ 

♦ By Mr. T. Wartof. 
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Numb. 94. -Sa-TUrday, Fehmiri/ % 1760. 

TT 16 commop to find young men ardent and dili- 

gent in t)i|s purfuit of knowledge ; but the pro- 
grefe 9f U^ yeyy oftfin produces laxity and indiffar- 
GB^e^i^dud'^ ni^t only tbofe who are at li|3ei}ty, to chufie 
their -bufinefs and amufements, but thofe Uk£wii)s 
wbofe profeiSbons engage them in literary inqulri^^ 
pafs the latter part of their time without improyq- 
.went, ;^4 ^J^4 ^hc ,^y ^^^?f ip. any <, other en- 
jtert^ni^nt than that which they iii^gb.t ^n4 among 
their bool^s, . . , . *: » . ^ 

yJSiisf abatqn^nt of the-vigpur of q^riofifty is fome- 
,UV^ injpi^4 to the wifufficiency of learning, ^en 
^re fuppo^d. to femit their labours, becauie they fin4 
:their labours to have- been vain;. and to fearch ;k> 
.logger, aft^pr truth and. wifdopi, becaufe they at lai^ 
defpior^ q{ finding them* 

But ,tl)is reafon i^ for the moft part very falfely 
a0ign^d.f^^Of leari^ing^ .as. of virtue,, it may be 
4£rme49;that it is at once honoured and negled:^i^ 
Whoever forij^s it will /or ever look after, it vH^ 
loqging^' lument t^e lofs which he does not endea. 
vwr to repair, and[ defirer the good whiqh he wants 
l!elbiiilion tp feize and i&e^p. The Idfer never ap- 
plauds his own idlenefs, nor does any man repent of 
the diligence of Ws y^th. 

So wimy hindrances nlay obilrud the acquifition 
of "kiiovledgi^, that, ther^ is Httte.reafoft for wonder* 
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ing that it is in a few hands. To the greater part 
of mankind the duties of life are inconfiftent with 
much ftudy ; and the hours which they would fpend 
upon letters mud be ftolen from their occupations 
.and th^r iaifiilida.. Many foflSbr themfeli^es td. ^ 
lured by more fprightly and luxurious pleafures from 
the fhades of contemplation, where they ftiiid feldom 
more thah '^ •calm deRght, fuch ai, ^bii^ greater 
than all others, its certainty and its diirationf bdng 
reckoned with its power of gratHicaiioii,' ii fct'eaffly 
quitted for fome extemporary joy 5^ which iftli^prfefiait 
moriient offers, and another perhaps wtU ^ but' of 
refach* ; - ■• --i -^'-i - 

It is the great excellence of learning, tfciit it bor* 
rows very' Httle from time or place;- it is iidf' con- 
fined to feafon or to climate, to cities- W'io the 
country, but may be cultivated and enjoyed where 
no other pleafure can be obtained. ^Bik^ tMs ^uS- 
lity, which conftitutes nmch of its vahi*; 1% one 
occasion of negledl ; what may be ddne at' all times 
with ecjual propriety, is deferred fraitt day*^t6- i&f, 
till the mind is gradually reconciled td tht -en^oi^^ 
and the attention is turned to other dbjeftS. - Thus 
l)abitual idlenefs gains too much power to-be cpn» 
iquered, and the foul fhrinks from the Sdea if • intiel- 
fefHial labour and intenfenefs of ihedirittibti. * ^ ' • " 

That thofe whb profefs- to adVaAce-'kai^iiing iomti, 
times ^bftruia i*j cannot be di^fed^ the edntiimal 
multiplicatioii bf books not '^ly d^ffifds dibiee, 
but difappoints . inquiry. - To him that ^has mode- 
rately ftored his mind with imag€f , few writer^ afford 
any novelty f o^what little they have t<\ add to- the 
common (lock of learxiing, is (6 biiried 19 the mafs of 
* .i a general 
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general notions, that^ like filver mingled with the 
ore of lead, it is too little to pay for the labour of 
feparation;.and he that has often been deceived hj 
tl>e poonnTe of a title^ at )ail grows weary of es^anrin- 
ing, and is tempted to confider all as equally falla* 
cious* 

lliere are indeed fome repetitions always lawful, 
becaufe. they never deceive. He that..wnt& the 
k^i(Y-o{:p9A;ttm^ pndertakea only to. d^cofaip 
l^nown fa^l^ ^y new b^^ties^.^f method op of jlyle^ 
pr ai moll tq Uluftratie. theism by his own refiexions^i 
Xh? author pf a ^ft^m, w^etter moral or pby&^al^ 
^ ^bll^d ^i F^f>t|^g beypo^.c^re of fel^^n i^nd 
r^lapity: p^,4^fpofition... ^ijl;,^ there are; Qther3'w!h9 
c{a^^l^^iuw^ of authors p^ely^tp.^^ 4t, an4 
fill the worfd with volumeis of^ly, to bury letters ii^ 
^)£ir QWn r^b^.. The .traveller^: wha tells, in a 
ppmpof^ foliQi that hq'&Wi^be /^an/^>?(vx at i^jxm^ 
|uid the^Mft^c^^ Vemu dX^F^e^'j the paXyff2^\ hif* 
tprian^ -who^/.'^cfi^biiig the iprodu&ioas of a narrow 
t0^4« Jt§QQ^$: # that itih^ in common witL^v^ 
other part of the world ; the colledor of antiquities^ 
that ; accounts, every thing a curiofity which the nrins 
of; H^rculat^eum bappea to emit» though m iuftru- 
ment already fhewn. in a tho^fand repofitpVi^s, or 4 
cup coniip^n to the ancients, the modern$^rand all 
fnankind »; n^y be jciftly cenfure^, as. thp perfecqtonr 
of Undents, and thp thieves of that time which never 
(»tt bet reftor^d. • 
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Numb. 95. Saturday, Fehmaty % 1760, 
To the IDLER. 

rr IS, I think, univerfally agrted, that feldom any 
gbcfd fe gtrttcn by tomplaSm ; yet wc fmd that few 
ferbisar to complain, but thdfe who are afrsud of 
being rdprt^ached as the authors of iheir owA miferies. 
I hope therefore for the common pcrmflBRon, to lay my 
cafe before you and ybuf readers, by' \rhich 1 ftal! 
ilifburden my hearty though I cannot^ hope to recci^ 
cither affiftance or confblation, 

1 am a trader j and owe my foiifunef to frugality 
*nd induftry. I began with little } but by the eafy 
and obvious method of (pending lefs than I gam, i 
have every year added Jometbing to my fttfck, and 
fBxped to have a feat in the comnion^cdtmcii artli» 
next elcdion. ' ^ ' . 

My wife, who was as prudent as rtyfdf, died fix 
years ago, and left me one fon and one daughter, for 
whofe fake I refolvcd never to marry again, and re^ 
jeflied the overtures of Mrs. Squeev^y the br6ker*s 
* widow, who had ten thoufand pounds at her own 
difpofal. .... 

I bred my fon at a fchool near IJlinpaii; and when 
he had learned arithmetick, and wrote a good hand, 
J took him into the (hop, defigning, in about ten 
years, to retire to Stratford or Hackney^ and leave him 
eftablifhed in the bufmefs. 

For 
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For four years he was diGgent and fedate, entered 
the fhop before it was opened, and when it was fhut^ 
always examined lihe pins of the window. In any 
intermiffion of bufinefs k was his conftant pra&ice 
to perufe the ledgen I had always great hopes of 
him, when I oWerved how forrowfully he would ihake 
his bead over a bad debt» and how eagerly he would 
liften to me when I tok)/ him that he mightcaton^ 
time or other become an akler^an* 

.We iived together wjth-finuiual confidence, ^till 
unluckily a vKit was paid him by. two ^ his fchoHU 
fdhws who were placed, I foppofe, in the arn^^ 
becouie they weie ^fit for nothing better: they came 
f litteriDg ia 4he|r fnilila^ cdrdTs^ accofted i^r old 
acquaintance, and invited him to a tdSnsrni Wher^ 
as 1. have been fince ikfbnrtied, they i^dicufted the 
msfcannefs of- commerce, dnd wondered^ how' a ybnith 
of fpink ^outd fpind the prime of life behind a 
' coumten 

Ldid not MftQt any *i2fehief. I kncfw 'my fon 
.was never, without money iH his" pocket, and was bet- 
ier able to jpay his reckoning than his compJanions; 
and e:^)eded to fee him return triumphing in his own 
ndvantages, ^aad.con^sftutatlng himfelf that he was 
pot one of tliofe whb expofe their heads to a niufquet 
bullet 'for three ihiliitigs a diy. 

He returned fullen and thoughtful ; I fuppofed 
him forryfor the hari fortune of his friends; and 
tried to comfort him, by faymg that the war would 
loon be at an end, and that, if they had any honeft 
^Kcupadon, h^lf pay w6uld be a pretty help. He 
looked at me with indignarion-j and fnatching up 

his 
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%ji candle, told me/^ Ixe went up ftairs, that be 
hfffd to/eea battle yet. . ^-• 

Why he ihould hope to fee a.battlc».I could not 
conceive, but let him gp quietly to 8fep away hw 
folly. Next day he nj^de twQ.milUkeaf.in the fiift 
bill, difobliged a cuftomer by furlyi amfwers, and 
dated all his entries ^i nh^ jomijbal ia a wrong month. 
At night he m^ his military companibns again, came 
home late, and quaMn^U^ with, the maid*; 
r^Frpm this, fatal intervtew.hebas gradiially loft all 
hja lavK}ab)e» .pa^ions and- .defires* iHe fopn grew 
u&l^fs in the,ihpp, wjierp, indeed, ILdid not willingly 
tfuft, hj^ ,any k^Dger ; . for/lie. often miilook the price 
Pif go9d^ (5^ his <)wq Jofs, and oi|ce%gaine sl fwaa^rj 
noteipft^4^f are(?e\pt, ; , 
* ;^ f^4j?P?t ^^P^ tOj,^h»t dpgree he wai corrupted, 
^11 ^.^hapf(Oi tailor gave m^ notice that he had be* 
fyojiic a ^cgd fuir, which F^ Iq be.l^ for him at a 
houfe kept by the fifter of one of my journeymen. 
1 went tq thir clandeftin?. lo()ging, add fpund, to my 
amiLzement, all th^, ornaip^ts pjT a fine gentleman, 
which. I know not wh^ether h^ has tak^ upon t credit 
'px pur<;hafed with money fubduded from the ftopL . 
Thk dete£tion has made him defpentfe^ He jiow 
openly , declares, his refohition to be a gentleman; 
fays that his foul is too great for aiicoundng-houfe ; 
ridicules the converfation of city taverns } talks of 
new.pl^ys, and boxes an4 bdies} glv& duchefles 
for. his toafis ; carries filvef, for readinefs, in his 
waiftcoat-pocket ; and conjes home at night in a 
chair, with fuch thunders at the door, as have more 
than once brought the watchmen from their itand$. 

Little 
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Little expences will not hurt us ; and I could foN 
give a few juvenile frolicks, if he would be careful- 
of the main; but his favourite topick is contempt 
of money, which, he fays, is of no ufe but to be 
fpent. Riches, without honour, he holds empty 
things ; and once told me to my face, that wes^^thy 
plodders were only purveyors to men of fpirit 

He is always impatient in the company of his old 
friends, and feldom fpeaks till he is warmed with 
win^; he then entertains us with accounts that wc 
do not deiire to hear, of intrigues among lords and 
ladies, arid quarrels between officers of the guards ^ 
(hews a miniature on bis fnuff-box, and wonders 
that any man can look upon the new dancer without 
rapture. 

All this is very provoking ; and yet all this might 
be borne, if the boy could fupport his pretenfions. 
But, whatever he may think, he is yet far from the 
accomplifhments which he has endeavoured to pur- 
chafe at fo dear a rate. I have watched him in 
f>ublick places. He, iheaks. in like a man that 
knows he is where he fhould not be ; he is proud to 
catch the flighted falutation, and often claims it 
wh^n it is not intended. Other men receive dig- 
nity from drefs, but my booby looks always more 
meanly for his finery. Dear Mr. Mfr, tell him 
what muft at lad become of a fop, whom pride will 
not fuffer to be a trader, and whom long habits in a 
ihop forbid to b^ a gentleman. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

Tim WAiNSCOt. 
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KuMB, g6. Saturday, February l6, I76O. 

TTACHOy a king of Lapland^ was in bis youth 
the mod fcnowned of the Northern warrion. 
HBs martial atchicvements remain engraved on a 
]HlI&ii of flint in the rocks of Hanga^ and are to 
this day folemnly carroled to the harp by the 
Laplanders, at the fires with which they celebrate 
their nightly feilivities. Such was his intrepid fpi* 
rit, that he ventured to pafs the lake Vet her to the 
ifle of Wizards J where he defeended alone into the 
dreary vault in which a ma^cian had been kept 
bound for fix ages, and read the Gothick charaders 
infcribed on his brazen mace» His eye was fo 
jMercing, that, as ancient chronicles report, he could 
blunt the weapons of his enemies only by looking at 
them. At twelve years of age he carried an iron 
veffel of a prodigious weight, for the length of five 
furlongs, in the prefence of all the chiefs of his fa. 
therms caftle. 

Nor was he lefs celebrated for his -prudence and 
wifdom. Two of his proverbs are yet remembered 
and repeated among Laplanders. To exprefs the 
vigilance of the Supreme Being, he was wont to 
fay, Odin^s belt is always biukled. To fhew that 
t)ie moft profperous condition of life is often 
hazardous, his leffon was, When you Jlide on the 

fmootheji 
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fmootbeji ice^ beware rf pits beneath. He confoled 
Us coontxymen^ when they were once preparing 
to leave the frozen defarts of Lapland^ and re- 
folved to feek feme warmer climate, by telling 
them, that the Eaftem nadons, notwithftanding 
their boafled fertility, paffed every night amidft 
the horrors of anxious apprehenfiori, and were in* 
expreffibly affrighted, and almoft ftunned, every 
morning, with the noife of the fun while he was 
rifing. 

His temperance and feverity of manners were 
his chief praife. In his early years he never tailed 
wine ; nor would he drink out of a painted cup. Ha 
conftantly ilept in his armour, with his fpear in his 
hand ; nor would he ufe a battle-axe whofe handle wa» 
inlaid with brafs. He did not, however, perfevere ia 
this contempt of luxury ; nor did he clofe his dayft 
with honour. 

. One evening, after hunting the Gulos^ or wild- 
dog, being bewildered in a folitary fored, and hav# 
ing paiTed the fatigues of the day without any m* 
terval of refrelhment, he difcovered a large ftore 
of honey in the hollow of a pine^, This was a 
dainty which be bad never tailed before ; and bf^g 
at once faint and hungry, he fed greedily upoa it. 
From this unufual and delicious repaft he received 
(q much fatisfadion, that, at his return home, he 
commanded honey to be ferved up at bis table 
every day. His palate, by degrees, became ziof 
fiQ^d and vitiated ; he began to lofe his native relifii 
fpr (imple hxt^ and contra&ed a habit of indulging 
himfelf in delicacies; h^ ordered the delightfial 
2 gardens 
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Iprdens of Bis caftle to be thrown open, in tvhisb 
tbe moft: iufcious fruits had been foffiered^to ripen 
and . decay, unobferved and imtouched, for niany 
iCToIving autumns, and gratified his appetite wbh 
luxurious deiferts. At length he found it expedient 
to introduce wine, as an agreeable iroprorement, 
or a neceflary ingredient, to his new way of living } 
and havmg once tafted it, he was tempted, by little 
and Uttle, to give a loofe to the escceiTes of liw 
toxication. His general fimplicity of life was 
changed; he perfumed his apartments by biim. 
ing the wood of the moft aromatick fir, and com* 
manded his helmet to be ornamented with beau* 
liful rows of the teeth of the rein-deer* Indolence 
9nd effeminacy Aole upon him by pleaiing and. 
vnperceptible gradations^ relaxed the finews of his 
refolution, and extinguiihed his thirft of militai^ 
glory. 

While Hacho was thus imraerfed in pleafure and 
in repofe, • it was reported to him, one morning* 
that the preceding night, a difaftrous omen had 
been difcovered, and that bats and hideous birds 
had drunk up the oil which nourifhed the perpetual 
Jamp in the temple of Oditu About the fame time, 
a-mcffenger arrived to tell him, that tfte king of 
ihrway had invaded his kingdom with a formi- 
dable army., iiz^Afl, terrified as he was with the 
omen of the night, and enervated with indul- 
gence, roufed himfelf from his voluptuous le- 
thargy, and recollefting fome faint and few fparks 
of veteran valour, marched forward to meet him. 
Both" armies joined battle in the foreft where Haeho 

had 
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had been loft after hunting } and it fo happened, that 
the kmg of Norway challenged him to (ingle combats 
near the place inhere he had tafted the honey* The 
Lapland chief, languid and long difufed to arms, was 
foon overpowered ; he fell to the ground ; and, before 
his infiilting adverfary ftruck his head from his body^ 
uttered this exclamation, which the Laplanders ftill, 
ufe as an early leflbn to their children : ^' The vicious 
^^ man fliould date his deftru&ion from the firft 
^^ temptation. How juftly do I &11 a facrifice to floth 
^^ and luxury, in the place where I firft yielded to 
^^ thofe allurements which feduced me to deviate from 
^^ temperance and innocence! the honey which I 
^^ tafted in this foreft, and not the hand of the king of 
" Norway^ conquers Hacho.*** 

♦ By Mr. T. Warton. 
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KuMB. 97. Saturday, February 23, 1760. 

TT may, I think, tc jviOHj cbrerved, ifeat few books 
dlfappomt their readers more than flie narrations 
of travellers. One part cf mankkid is naturaHy cu- 
rious to learn the fcntiments, manners, and condition 
of the reft ; and every mind that has leHure or potrer 
to extend its views, mtift be defirous of knowing in 
what proportion Providence has diftriboted the bleit 
ings of nature, or the advantages of art, among the 
feveral nations of the earth. 

This general defire eafily procures readers to 
every book from which it czn expe^ gratification. 
The adventurer upon unknown coafts, and the de- 
fcriber of diftant regions, is always welcomed as a 
man who has laboured for the pleafuri of others, 
and who is able to enlarge our knowledge and lec- 
tify our opinions } but when the volume is opened, 
nothing is found but fuch genieral accounts as leave 
no diftindt idea behind them, or fuch minute ena- 
merations as few can read with either profit or de- 

Ught. 

Every writer of travels fliould confider, that, like: 
all other authors, he undertakes either to inftruft or 
pleafe, or to mingle pleafure with inftruftion. He 
that tnftrufts muft offer to the mind fomething to be 
imitated, or fomething. to be avoided; he that 
pleafes muft offer new images to. his reader^ and 
enable him to form a tacit companion of his own ftate 
with that of others* ..- , .. ^ , 

• • The 
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The greater part of travellers tell nothing, be- 
caufe their method of travelling. fupplies them wiih 
nothing to be told. He that enters a town at night 
and furveys it in the morning, and then haftens 
away to another place, and guefles at the manners 
of the inhabitants by the entertainment which his 
inn afforded him, may pleafe himfelf for a time with 
a hafly change of fcenes, and a confufed remem. 
brance of palace$ and churches ; he may gratify his 
eye with a variety of landfcapes, and regale his pa- 
late with a fucceffion of vintages; but let him be 
contented to pleafe himfelf without endeavouring to 
difturb odiers. Why ihould he record excurfions 
by which nothing could h§ learned, or wifli to make 
a Ihew of knowledge, which, without fome power of. 
intuition unknown to other mortals, he never could 
attain? 

Of thofe who crovd the world with their itine- 
raries, fome have no other purpofe than to defcribe 
the fece of the country ; thofe who fit idle at home, 
and are curious to know what is done or fuffered in 
diftant countries, may be informed by one of thefe 
wanderers^ that on a certain day he fet out early 
with the caravan, and in the firft hour's march faw, 
towards the fouth, a hill covered with trees, then 
paffed over a ftream, which ran northward with a 
fwift couirfe, but which is probably dry in the fum- 
mer months ; that an hour after he faw fomething 
to the right which looked at a diftancp like a caflle 
with towers, but which he difcovered afterwards to 
be a craggy rock j that he then entered a valley, in 
which he faw feveral trees tall and flourifhing, wa- 
tered by a rivulet not marked in the maps, of which 
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he was not able to leiim the name; that the road 
afterward grew ftony, and the country uneven, where 
he obferved among the hills many hollows worn by 
torrents, and was told that the road was paflable 
only part of the yestr j that going on they foimd the 
remains of a building, once^ perhaps^ a fortrefe to fe« 
cure the pafs, or to reftrain the robbers^ of which the 
prefent inhabitants can give no other account than that 
it is haunted by fairies ; that they went to dine at the 
foot of a rock^ and travelled the reft of the day along 
the banks of a river, from which the road turned afide 
towards evening, and brought them within fig^t of 
a village, which was once a confiderable town, but 
which afforded them neither good viduals nor commo- 
dious lodging. 

Thus he condufts his reader through wet and dry, 
over rough and fmooth, without incidents, without 
refle6Uon ; aiid, if he obtains his company for ano- 
ther day, will difmifs him again at night, equally fe- 
tigued with a like fuccefHon of rocks and ftrcams^ 
mountains and ruins. 

This is the common ftyle of thofe fons of cntcr- 
prife, who vifit favage countries^ and range through 
folitude and defolation ; who pafs a defart, and tell 
that it is fandy j who crofs a valley, and j&nd that it 
is green. There are others of more delicate fenfi- 
bility, that vifit only the realms of elegance and 
foftnefs; that wander through Italian palaces, and 
amufe the gentle reader with catalogues of piAures ; 
that hear maffes in magnificent churches, and recount 
the number of the pillars or variegations of the pave* 
ment. And there are yet others, who, in difdain of 
trifles, copy infcriptions elegant and rude, ancient andv 
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modem ; and tranfcribe into their book the avails of 
every edifice, facred or civil. He that reads thefe 
books mud confider his labour as its own reward ; for 
he will find nothing on which attention can fix, or 
which memory can retain. 

He that would travel for the entertainment of others, 
fhould remember that the great objeft of remark is 
human life. Every nation has fomething peculiar in 
its manufactures, its works of genius, its medicines, 
its agriculture, its cuftoms, and its policy. He only 
is a ufeful traveller, Who brings hoqie fomething by 
which his country may be benefited} who procures 
fome fupply of want, or fome mitigation of evil, which 
may enable his readers to compare their condition with 
that of others, to improve it whenever it is wprfe, and 
whenever it is better to enjoy iu 
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NuiAiB. 98. Saturday, March 1, 176O. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

T AM the daughter of a gentleman, who dur» 
^ ing his life-time enjoyed a fmall income which 
arofe from a penfion from the court, by which 
he was enabled to live in a genteel and comfortal^ 
manner. 

By the fituation of life in which he was placed, he 
was frequently introduced into the company of thofe 
of much greater fortunes than his own,, among whom 
he was always received with complaifance, and treated 
with civility. 

At fix years of age I was fent to a boarding-fchool 
in the country, at which I continued till my father's 
death. This melancholy event happened at a time 
when I was by no means of fufEcient age to manage 
for myfelf, while the paflions of youth continued 
uhfubdued, and before experience could guide my fen» 
timents or my aftions^ ' 

I was then taken from fchool by an uncle, to the 
care of whom my father had committed me on his 
dyiyg-bed. With him I lived feveral years ; and as 
he was unmarried, the management of his family was 
committed to me. In this character I always endea-* 
voured to acquit myfelf, if not with applaufe, at leaft 
without cenfure. 

At 
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At the age of twenty-one, a yaung gcinri^raan of 
fome fortune paid his addreiles to me,, and c^ered m^ 
terms of msirriage. This propofal I fhould readily 
have accepted, becaufe, froju vicinity of refidence^ 
and from many opportunities ot obferving his beha- 
viour, I had in fome fort contrafted an affection for 
liiiB. My uncle, for what reafon I do not know, re- 
fufed his confent to this alliance, though it would have 
been complied with by the father of the young gen- 
tleman ; and as the future condition of my life was 
wholly dependant qn him, 1 was hot willing to dif- 
oblige him, and therisfore, though unwillingly, declin- 
ed the offer. 

My uncle, who pofleffed a plentiful fortune, fre- 
quently hinted to me in converfation, that at his death 
I fliould be provided for in fuch a manner that I fhould 
be able to make my future life comfortable and happy. 
As this promife was often repeated, I was the lefs 
anxious about any provifion for myfelt In a fliort 
time my uncle was taken ill, and, though all pof&ble 
means were made ufe of for his recovery, in a few days 
he died. 

The forrow arifing from the loft of a relation, 
by whom I had been always treated with the 
greatefl kindnefs, however grievous, was not the 
worfl of my misfortunes. As he enjoyed an almoft 
uninterrupted flate of health, he was the lefs mindful 
of his diffolution, and died inteftate ; by which means 
his whole fortune devolved to a nearer rdation, the 
heir at Iaw« 

Thus excluded from all hopes of living in the man- 
ner with which I have fo long flattered myfelf, I am 
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doubtful \diat method I (hall take to procure a decent 
maintenance. I have been educated in a manner that 
has fet me above a ftate of fervitude, and my iituation 
renders me unfit for the company of thofe vfiih whom 
I have hitherto converfed. But,' though difappointed 
in my expe&ations, I do not defpair. I virill hope that 
afliftance may ftill be obtained for innocent diftrefs, 
and that friendihip, though rare, is yet not impoiSble 
to be found. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Sophia Heedfu^i**? 

♦ By an unknown Correfpondcnt, 
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Numb. 99. Saturday, MarcA 8,^ I76O. 

AS Ortogrul of Bafra was one day wandering 
•^ along the ftreets of Bagdatj mufing on the 
varieties of merchandife which the fliops offered to his 
yiew, and obferving the different occupations which 
bulled the multitudes on every fide, he was awakened 
iicom the tranquillity of meditation by a crowd tha^ 
pb{lru£ted his paff^ge. He raifed his eyes, and faw the 
chief vifier, who^ having returned ^pm the divan^ 
was entering his palace. 

Ortogrul mingled with the attendants, and being 
fuppofed to have fome petition for the vifier, was par- 
initted to enter. He furveyed the fpacioufnefs of the 
apartments, admired the walls hiing with goldeii 
tapeftry, and the floors covered with' filken carpets^ 
and defpifed the fimp{e neatnefs of his own little habi* 
tation. 

Surely, faid he to himfelf, this palace is the 
feat of happinefs, where pleafure fucceeds to plea- 
jTure, and difcontent and forrow can have no ad- 
iniflion. Whatever Nature has provided for the 
delight of fenfe, is here fpread forth to be enjoyed. 
What can mortals hope or imagine, which the 
matter of this palace has not obtained ? The diflies 
of Luxury cover his table, the voice of Harmony lulls 
vfcim in his bowers ; he breathes the fragrance of the; 
groves of Java, and fleeps upon the down of the 
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cygnets of Ganges. He- fpeaks, and his mandate 
is obeyed ; he wiflies, and his wifh U gratified ; all 
whom he fees obey him, and all whom he hears 
flatter him. How different, Ortogrul^ is thy condi- 
toon, who art doomed to the perpetual torments of 
unfatisfied defire, and who haft no amufement in thy 
power that can withhold thee from thy own reflec- 
tions ! They tell thee that thou art wife ; but what 
does wifdom avail with poverty ? None will flatter 
the poor, and the lyife have very little power of flat- 
tering themfelves. That man is furely the moft 
wretched of the fons of wretchednefs, who lives with 
his own faults and follies always before him, and 
who has none to reconcile him to himfelf by praife and 
veneration. I have long fought content, and have 
Jiot found it ^ I will from this moment endeavour to be 
rich. 

Full of this new refolution, he (hut himfelf up in his 
chamber for fix months, to deliberate how he fliould 
grow rich; he fometimes propofed to offer himfelf 
as a councilor to one of the kings of India^ and 
fometimes refolved to dig for . diamonds in the 
mines of Golconda. One day, after fome hours 
pafled in violent fluctuation of opinion, ileep in^ 
ienfibly feized him in his chair; he dreamed that 
he was ranging a defert country in fearch of fome 
one that might teach him to grow rich ; and as he 
flood on the top of a hill fhaded with cyprefs, in 
doubt whither to dired: his fteps, his father ap« 
peared on a fudden {landing before him. Ortogrulj 
faid the old man, I know thy perplexity ; liften to 
thy father; turn thine eye on the oppofite moun- 
tain. Or/eg^r«/ looked, and faw a torrent tumbling 
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down the rocka, roaring with the noife of thunder, 
and fcattering its foam on the impending woods* 
Now, faid hig father, behold the valley that lies 
between the hills, Ortogrul looked, and efpied a 
little well, out of which iffued a fmall rivulet* 
Tell me now, faid his father, doft thou wilh for 
fudden affluence, that may pour upon thee like the 
mountain torrent, or for a flow and gradual en- 
creafe, refembling the rill gliding from the well ? 
Let me be quickly rich, faid Ortogrul i let the 
golden ftream be quick and violent Look round 
thee, faid his fether, once again. Ortogrul looked, 
and perceived the channel of the torrent dry and 
dufty ; but following the rivulet from the well, he 
traced it to a wide lake, which the fupply, flow and 
conftant, kept always full. He waked, and deter- 
jiriried to grow rich by filent profit and perfevering in* 
duftry. 

Having fold his patrimony, he engaged in mer- 
chandife, and in twenty years purchafed lands, on 
which* he raifed a houfe, equal in fumptuoufnefs to 
that of the vifier, to which he invited all the roi- 
xiifters of pleafure, expefting to enjoy all the felicity 
which hei had imagined riches . able to afford. Lei- 
fure foon made him weary of himfelf, and he longed 
to be peif uaded that he was great and happy^ He was 
courteous and liberal; he gave all that approached 
him hopes of pleafiag him, and all who fliould pleafe 
bim hopes of being rewarded. Every art of praife 
was tried, and every fource of adulatory fidion was 
cxhaufted. Or/^^ra/ heard his flatterers without delight, 
becaufe he found himfelf unable to believe them, 
}iis own heart told him its frailties, his own under* 
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'ftaniling reproached him with his feults. How long, 
faid he, with a deep figh, have I been labouring in 
vain to amafs wealth which at laft is ufelefs ! Let no 
man hereafter wifh to be ri^h, who i; alrefidy too wife 
to be £atteredt 



NvMB. 100. Saturday, ilfiorrcA 15, 1760. 

7i /A^ I D L E R, 

SIR, 
rpHE uncertamty and defeats of langpage hafe 
produced very frequent complaints ,among 
-the learned; yet there ftill remain iftany words 
among us undefined, which are very neceflary to be 
rightly underftood, and which produce very mif- 
chievous miftakes when they are . erroneoufly inter- 
preted* 

1 lived in a ftate of celibacy beyond the ufual 
time. In the hurry firft of pleafure, and afterwards 
of bttfinefs, I felt no want of a domeftick companion ; 
but becoming weary of labour, I foon grew more 
weary of idlenefs, and thought it reafonable to follow 
the cuftom of life, and to feek fome foiace of my cares 
in female tendemefs, and fome amufement of my Id* 
fure in female chearfulnefst 

The choice which has been long delayed is com- 
monly made at laft. ^ with great cautioii. My re* 
iblution was, to keep my paffions neutral, and to 
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marry only in compliance with my reafoHi I dreur 
upon a page of my pocket-book a fcheme of all female 
virtues and vices, with the vices which border upon 
every virtue, and the virtues which are allied to every 
vice. I confidered that wit was farcaftick, and. 
magnanimity imperious ; that avarice was oeconomi* 
cal, and ignorance obfequious ; and having eftimated 
the good and evil of every quality, employed my owa 
diligence, and that of my friendr^ to find the lady in 
whom nature and reafon had reached that happy me* 
diocrrty which is equally remote from exuberance and - 
deiicience. 

Every woman had her admirers and her cenfurers ; 
and the expectations which one raifed were by ano- 
ther quickly depreffed ; yet there was one in whofe 
favour almoft all fuffrages concurred. Mifs G^ntk 
was univerfally allowed to be a good fort of woman. 
Her fortune was not large, but fo prudently ma- 
naged, that fbe wore finer clothes, and faw more 
company, than many who were known to be twice as 
rich. Mifs Gentle*^ vifits were every where wel* 
come; and whatever family fhe favoured with her 
company, flie always left behind her fuch a degree 
of kindnefs as recommended her to others. Every 
day extended her acqudntance ; and all who knew her 
declared that they never met with a better fort of 
woman. 

To Mifs Gentle I made my addreffes, and was re- 
ceived with great equality of temper. She did not in 
the days of courtlhip affume the privilege of impofing 
rigorous commands, or refenting flight offences. If I 
forgot any of her injundtions, I was gently reminded ; 
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if I miffed the minute of a|)pointment,. 1 was eafily 
forgiven. I forefaw nothing in marriage but a halcyon 
calm, and longed for the happinefs whidh ^i^as to be 
found in the infeparable fociety of a good fort of 
woman* 

The jointure was foon fettled by the intenrention 
of friends^ and the day came in which Mifs Gentle 
was made mine for ever. The firft month was 
paffed eafily enough in receiving and repaying the 
civilities of our friends. The bride praftifed with 
'great exa£biefs all the niceties of ceremony, and 
diftributed her notice in the moft punftilious propor* 
tions to the friends who furrounded us with their happy 
auguries. 

But the time foon came when we were left to our* 
felves, and were to receive our pleafures from each 
other, and I then began to perceive that I was not 
formed to be much delighted by a good fort of 
woman* Her great principle is, that the orders of a 
family muft not be broken* Every hour of the 
day has its employment inviolably appropriated ; nor 
will any importunity perfuade her to walk in the gar- 
den at the time which (he has devoted to her needle-* 
work, or to fit up flairs in that part -of the forenoon 
which Ihe has accuftomed herfelf to fpend in the 
back pariour. She allows herfelf to fit half an hour 
after breakfaft, and an hour after dinner ; while I am 
talking or reading to her, Ihe keeps her eye upon 
her watch, and, when the minute of departure comes, 
will leave an argument unfiniflied, or the intrigue of a 
play unravelled. ^ She once called me to fupper when 
I was watching an eclipfe, and fummoned me at ano- 
ther 
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ther time to bed when I was going to give dire£tions at 
a fire. 

Her converfation is fo habitually cautious, that fhe 
never talks to me but in general terms, as to one whom 
it is dangerous to truft. For difcriminations of cha- 
T^Qter <be has no names : all whom fiie mentions are 
honeft men. and agreeable women. She fmiles not by 
fenfation, but by praSice. Her laughter is never ex- 
cited but by a joke, and her notion of a joke is not 
very delicate. The repetition of a good joke does not 
weaken its effed ; if fhe has laughed once, .fte will 
laugh again. 

She is an enemy to nothing but ill-nature and pride ; 
but {he has frequent reafon to lament that they are fo 
frequent in the world. All who are not equally 
pleafed with the good and the bad, with the elegant 
and gfofe, with the witty and the dull, all who diftin- 
guifli excellence from defeft, fhe confiders as ill-na- 
turedr; and flie condemns as profud all who reprefs 
impertinence or quell prefumption, or expeft refpeft 
from any other eminence than that of fortune, to which 
fhe is always willing to pay homage. 

There are none whom fhe openly hates, for if once 
fhe fuffers, or believes herfelf to fuffer, any contempt 
or infult, fhe never difmiffes it from her mind, but 
takes all opportunities to tell how eafily Ihe can for- 
give. There are none whom fhe loves much better 
than others ; for when any of her acquaintance de- 
cline in the opinion of the worlds fhe always finds it 
inconvenient to vifit them ; her affedion continues 
unaltered, but it is impoflible to be intimate with the 
whole tovvn. 

2 She 
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She daily exercifes her bepevolence by pitying 
every misfortune that happens to every family within 
her circle of notice ; (he is in hourly terrors left one 
fhould catch cold in the rain, and another be frighted 
by the high wind. Her charity (he fliew6 by laiQcnt* 
ing that fo many poor wretches fliould languiih in 
the ftreets, and by wondering what the great can 
think on that they do fo little good with fuch large 
cftates. 

Her houfe is elegant, and her table dainty, though 
fhe has little tafte of elegance, and is wholly free from 
vicious luitury j but fhe comforts herfelf that nobody 
can fay that her houfe is dirty, or that her dilhes are 
not well dreft. 

This, Mr, tdler^ I have found by long experience 
to be the character of a good fort of woman, which 
I have fent you for the information of thofe by whom 
^ good fori of woman J 2Xid z good womarij may happen 
to be ufed as equivalent terms, and who may fuiOfer 
by the miftake, like 

Your humble fervant, 

Tim Warn£R« 
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Numb. 101. Saturday, March 22, 1760. 

QMAk^ the (on of Hujfan^ had paffed feventy- 
five years in honour and profperity. The 
favour of three fucceffive califs had filled his houfe 
with gold and iilver; and whenever he appeared, 
the benedidions of the people proclaimed his paf- 
fage. 

Terreftrial happinefs is of fhort continuance. The 
brightnefs of the flame is wafting its fuel; the fra- 
gnmt flower is pafling away in its own odours. The 
vigour of Omar began to fail, the curls of beauty 
fell from his head, ftrengt)) departed from his hands, 
and agility from his feet. He gave back to the. 
calif Ithe keys of truft and the feals of fecrecy; and 
fought no other pleafure for the remains of life than 
the converfe of the wife, and the gratitude of the 
good. 

The powers of his mind were yet unimpaired. 
His chamber was filled by vifitants, eager to catch 
the di£tates of ejcperience, and ofiicious to pay the 
tribute of admiration. Caled^ the fon of the viceroy 
of Egypt ^ entered every day early, and retired late. 
He was beautiful and eloquent; Omar admired his 
wit, and loved his docility. Tell me, faid Caledj 
thou to whofe voice nations have liftened, and whofe 
wifdom is known to the extremities of Afta^ tell 
xde how I may referable Omar the prudent. The 
arts by which you have gained power and pre* 
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ferved it, are to you no longer neceflary or ufeful ; 
impart to me the fecret of your conduft, and teach 
me the plan upon which your wifdom has built your 
fortune. . . 

Young man, faid Omar^ it is of little ufe to form 
plans of life. When I took my firft furvey of the 
world, in my twentieth year, having confidered the 
various conditions of mankind, in the hour of foli- 
tude I faid thus to myfelf, leaning againft a cedar 
which fpread its branches over my head : Seventy 
years are allowed to man; I have yet fifty remain- 
ing: ten years I will allot to the attainment- of 
knowledge, and ten I will pafs in foreign countries ; 
I Ihall be learned, and therefore ihall be honoured ; 
every city will fhout at my arrival, and every flu- 
dent will folicit my friendfhip. Twenty years thus 
paffed will flore my mind with images which I 
fhall be bufy through the reft of my life in combin- 
ing and comparing. I fhatl revel in inexhauflible 
accumulations of intelleQual riches ; I fhall find 
Hew pleafures for every moment, and fhall never 
more be weary of myfelf. 1 will, however, not 
deviate too far from the beaten track of life, but 
will try what can be found in female delicacy. I 
will marry a wife beautiful as the Houries^ and wife 
as Zobeide ; with her I will live twenty years within 
the fuburbs of Bagdat^ in every pleafure that wealth 
can purchafe, and fancy can invent. I will then 
retire to a rural dwelling, pafs my lafl days in ob- 
fcurity and contemplation, and lie filently down on 
the bed of death. Through my life it fhall be my 
fettled refolution, that I will never depend upon 
the fmile of princes j that I will never fland exppfed 
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to the artifices of courts ; I will never pant for pub- 
lick honours, nor diflurb my quiet with affairs of 
ftate.; Such was my fcheme of life, which I im- 
preffed indelibly upon my memory, 
. The firft part of my enfuing time was to be fpent 
in fearch of knowledge ; and 1 know not how I was 
diverted from my defign. I had no vifible impedi- 
ments without, nor any ungovernable paffions 
within, I regarded knowledge as the higheft ho- 
nour and the mod engaging pleafure ; yet day dole 
upon day, and month glided after month, till I 
found that feven years of the firft ten had vaniflied, 
and left nothing behind them. I now poftponed my 
purpofe of travelling ; for why fliould I go abroad 
while fo much remained to be learned at home? 1 
immured myf<?lf for four years, and ftudied the laws 
of the empire. The fame of my (kill reached the 
judges ; I was found able to fpeak upon doubtful 
queftions, and was commanded to ftand at the foot- 
ftool of the calif. I was heard with attention, I was 
confulted with confidence, and the love of praife 
faftened on my heart. 

I ftiU wiflied to fee diftant countries, liftened with 
rapture to the relations of travellers, and refolved 
fome time to ^ afk my difmiffion, that I might feaft 
my foul with novelty ; but my prefence was always 
neceffary, and the ftream of bufinefs hurried me 
along. Sometimes I was afraid left I fliould be 
charged with ingratitude; but I ftill propofed to 
travel, and therefore would not confine myfelf by 
marriage. 

In my fiftieth year I began to fufped that the 
time of travelling was paft, and thought it beft to 
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lay hold on the felicity yet in my power, and indulge 
myfelf in domeftick pleafures. But at fifty no mail 
eafily finds a woman beautiful as the HoUries^ znd wif^ 
as Zobeide. I inquired and rejected, confulted and 
deliberated, till the (ixty-fecond y^ar made me albamed 
of gazing upon girls. I had now nmhing left but re- 
tirement, and for retirement I never found a time, till 
difeafe forced me from publick employment. 

Such was my fcheme, and fuch has been its con- 
fequence. With an infatiable thirfl for knowledge, 
I trifled away the years of improvement ; with a 
refllefs defire of feeing different countries, I have 
always refided in the fame city ; with the higheft ex- 
pedation of connubial felicity, I have lived unmar^ 
ried ; and with unalterable refolutions of contempla- 
tive retirement, I am going to die within the walls of 
Bagdat. 
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Kdmb. 102. Saturday, March 29, I76O. 

TT very feldom. happens to tnan that his bufinefs h 
his pleafure. What is done from neceflity Is fo 
often to be done when againft the prefent inclination, 
and fo often fills the mind with anxiety, that sm ha- 
bitual diflike deals upon us, and we ihrink involun- 
tarily from the remembrance of our talk. This is 
the reafon why almoft every one wifhes to quit his 
employment ; he does not like another ftate, but is 
ilifgufted with his own* 

From this unwillingnefs to perform more than is 
-required of that which is commonly performed with 
reluSance, it proceeds that few authors write their 
own lives. Statefmcn^ courtiers, ladies, generals, 
and feamen, have giveji to the world their own flo* 
ries, and the events with which their different fta* 
tiohs have made them acquainted. They retired to 
the clofet as to a place of quiet and amufement, 
and pleafed themfelves with writing, becaufe they 
could lay do^n the pen whenever they were weary* 
But the author, however confpicuous, or however 
important, either in the publick eye or in his owp^ 
leaves his life to be related by his fucceffors, for 
he cannot gratify his vanity but by facrificing his 
€^e. 

It is commonly fuppofed that the uniformity of 
a ftudious life affords no matter for narration: 
but the truth is, that of the moil ftudious life a 
^reat part paffes without ftudy. An author par* 
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takes of the common condition of humanity ; he is 
born and married like another man; he has hopes 
and fears, expectations and difappointments, griefs 
and joys, and friends and enemies, like a courtier or 
a ftatefman; nor can I conceive why his affairs 
fhould not excite curiofity as much as the whifper of 
a drawing-room, or the fadions of a camp. 

Nothing detains the reader's attention more power- 
fully than deep involutions of diftrefs, or fudden 
viciffitudes of fortune ; and thefe might be abund- 
antly afforded by memoirs of the fons of literature. 
They are entangled by contradts whiph they know 
not how to fulfil, and obliged to write on fubjeds 
which they do not underftand. Every publication is a 
new period of time, from which fome increafe or de- 
clenfion of fame is to be reckoned. The gradations 
of a hero's life are from battle to battle, and of an 
author's from book to book. 

Succefs and mifcarriage have the fame effeds in 
all conditions. The profperous are fear.ed, hated, 
and flattered ; and the unfortunate avoided, pitied, 
and defpifed. No fooner is a book publiflied than the 
writer may judge of the opinion of the world. If 
his acquaintance prefs round him in publick places, or 
falute him from the other fide of the ftreet ; if in- 
vitations to dinner come thick upon him, and thofe 
.with whom he dines keep him to fupper ; if the 
ladies turn to him when his coat is plain, and the 
footmen ferve him with attention and alacrity; he 
may be fure that his work has been praifed by fpme 
leader of literary fafhions. 

Of declining reputation the fymptoms' are not 
lefs eafily obferved. If the author enters a coffee- 

" • houfe. 
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houfe, he has a, box to himfelf; if he calls at a 
bookfeller's, the boy turns his back; and, what is 
the moft fatal of all prognofticks, authors will vifit 
him in a^morning, and talk to him hour after hour 
of the malevolence of criticks, the negleft of me- 
rit, the bad tafte of the age, and the candour of 
pofterity. 

All this, modified and varied by accident and 
cuftom, would form, very amufing fcenes of bio- 
graphy, and might recreate many a mind which is 
very little delighted with confpiracies or battles, 
intrigues of a court, or debates of a parliament; 
to this might be added all the changes of the 
countenance of a patron, traced from the fir ft 
glow which flattery raifes in his cheek, through 
ardour' of fondnefs, vehemence of promife, mHgni- 
ficence of praife, excufe of delay, and lamentation of 
inability, to the laft chill look of final difmijflion, 
when the one grows weary of foliciting, and the 
other of hearing folicitation. 

Thus copious are the materials which have been 
hitherto fuffered to lie neglefted, while the repofi^ 
tories of every family that has produced a foldier or 
a minifter are ranfacked, and libraries are crowded 
with ufelefs folios- of flate-papers which will never 
be read, and which contribute nothing to valuable 
knowledge. 

I hope the leaitied will be taught to know their 
own flrength and their value, and, inftead of de- 
voting their lives to . the honour of thofe who fel- 
dom thank them for their labours, refolve at laft to 
do juftice to themfelves. 

Dd4 
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Numb. 103. Saturday, April 5, 1760. 

Refpicere ad longa juffit fpatia ultima v&P. Jor. 

TV/TUCH of the pain and pleafore of mamkind 
arifes from the conjeftures which every one 
makes of the thoughts of others ; we all enjoy 
praife which we do not hear, and refent contempt 
which we do not fee. The Idler may therefore be 
forgiven, if he fuffers his imagination to reprefent to 
him what his readers will fay or think, when they are 
informed that they have now his laft paper in their 
hands. 

Value is more frequently raifed by fcarcity than 
by ufe. That which lay neglcded when it was 
common, rifes in eftimation as its quantity becomes 
lefs. We feldom learn the true want of what wc 
have, till it is difcovered that we can have no 
more. 

This effay will, perhaps, be read with care even 
by thofe who have not yet attended to any other; 
and he that finds this late attention recompenfed, 
will not forbear to wilh that he had beftowed it 
fooner. 

Though the Idler and his readers have contraded 
no clofe friendfliip, they are perhaps both unwilling 
to part. There are few things not purely evil, of 
which we can fay, without fome emotion of uneafi- 
nefs, this is the laft. Thofe who never cpuld agree 
together, ihed tears when mutual diTcontent has de- 
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termined iiiem to final feparation; of a place which 
has been frequex^y vifited, though without pkafuM,^ 
the laft look is ukra with heavioefs of heart } and die 
Idter^ with all his chiUaefi of tranquillity, 14 not 
wholly unaSeded by the thought that his laft efl&y it 
now before htm. 

This fecret horror of the laft is infepsffable from a 
thinking being, whofe life is* limited, and to whom 
4eath k dreadful. We always makea fecret compari- 
fon between a part and the whole ; the termination 
of any period, of life reminds us that life itfelf has 
l&ewife its termination ; when we have done any thmg 
fer the laft tiuie, we involuntarily refied that a part of 
the days allotted us is paft, »id that as more is pall 
there is lefs remaining. 

It is very happily and kindly provided, that in 
every life there are certain paufes and interruptions^ 
which force confiderationupon the carelefs, and fe- 
rioufnefs upon the light ; points of time where one 
courfe of adion ends, and another begins } and by vL 
ciffitudes of fortune, or alteration of employment, by 
change of place or lofs of friendfliip, we are forced 
to fay of fomething, this is the laft. 

An even and unvaried tenour of life always hidea 
from our apprehenlion the approach of its end. Sue- 
ceffion is not perceived but by variation ; he that 
lives to-day as he lived yefterday, and expeds that as 
the prefent day is fuch will be the morrow, eafily 
conceives time as running in a circle and returning 
to itfelf. The uncertainty of our duration is imprefled 
commonly by diilimilitude of condition ; it is only by 
finding life changeable that we are reminded of its 
fliortnefs« 

This 
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This convidion, however forcible at every new im- 
preffion, is every moment fading from the mind ; and 
partly by the inevitable incurfion of new images, 
and partly by voluntary exclufion of unwelcome 
thoughts, we are again expofed to the univerfal fallacy ; 
and we muft do another thing for the laft time, before 
we confider that the time is nigh when we fhall do no 
more* 

As the lait Idler is publiihed in that folemn week 
which the Chriftian world has always fet apart for the 
examination of the confcience, the review of life, the 
extindion of earthly defires, and the renovation of 
holy purpofes ; I hope that my readers are already dif- 
pofed to view every incident with ferioufnefs, and im- 
prove it by meditation ; and that, when they fee this 
feries of trifles brought to a conclufion, they will con- 
fider that, by outliving the Idler^ they have pafled 
weeks, months, and years, which are now no longer in 
their power ; that an end muft in time be put to every 
thing great as to every thing little ; that to life muft 
come its laft hour, and to this, fyftem of being its 
laft day, the hour at which probation ceafes, and re- 
pentance will be vain ; the day in which every work of 
the hand, and imagination of the heart, fhall be brought 
to judgment, and an everlafting futurity (hall be deter- 
mined by the paft. 
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Ayr ANY naturalifts are of opinion, that the animals 
which we commonly confider as mute, have the 
power of imparting their thoughts to one another. That 
they can cxprefs general fejafations isvery certain ; every 
being that can utter founds, has a different voice for 
pleafure and for pain. The hound informs his fellows 
when he fcents his game ; the hen calls her chickens to 
fheir food by her cluck, and drives them from danger 
by her fcream. 

Birds have the greateft variety of notes ; they have 
indeed a variety, which feems almoft fufEcient to make 
a fpeech adequate to the purpofes of a life, which is 
regulated by inftind, and can admit little change or im. 
provement. To the cries of birds, curiofity or fuper- 
ftition has been always attentive j many have ftudied the 
language of the feathered tribes, and fome have boafted 
that they underftood it. 

* This was the original No. 22, but on the republication of the 
work in TolumeS, Dr. Johnfon fubftitutcd what now (lands under 
that head. C. 
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The moft ikilful or moft confident interpreter? of tbe 
fylvan dialogues have been commonly found among the 
philofophers of the eaft, in a country where the calmnefs 
of the air, and the mildnefs of jthe feafons, allow the 
ftudent to pafs a great part of the year in groves and 
bowers. But what may be done in one place by peculiar 
opportunities, may be performed in anotherby peculiar 
diligence. A fhepherd of Bohemia has, by long abode 
in the forefts, enabled himfelf to underftand the voice 
of birds ; at leaft he relates with great confidence a ftory^ 
of which the credibility is left to be confidered by the 
learned. 

As I was fitting (feid he) within a hoHow^ rock, and 
watching my ftieep that fed in the valley,- 1 heard two 
vultures interchangeably crying on the fummit of the 
cBff. Both voices were eamcft and defiberate. My 
curiofity prevailed over my care of the flock ; I climbed 
flowly and filenlly from crag to crag, concealed among 
the flirubs, till I found a cavity where I might fit and 
liften without fufiering, or giving difturbance. 

I foon perceived, that my labour would be well re-, 
paid ; for an old vulture was fitting on a naked promi- 
nence, with her young about her, whom fhe wis in- 
ftru^ing in the arts of a vulture*s life, and preparing, by 
the laft ledure, for their final difmiffion to the moun- 
tains and the fi^Lies. 

My children, laid the old vulture, you will the lefe 
want my inftrudions, becaufe you have had my praftice 
before your eyes j you have feen me fnatch' from the 
hxm the houfehold fowl, you have feen me £bize tbe 
leveret in the bufli, and the kid in the pafture ; yoa 
know how to fix your talons, and how to balance your 
I flight 
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flight when ydu are laden with yolir prey. But yoii re-* 
member the tafte of inore ddicious food j I harve oftea 
f'egaled you with the flefh of man. Tell us, {aidt the 
yoiing Vultures, where man may be found, and how he 
itiay be known ; his flelh is furely the natural food of % 
"iFulture. Why have you never brought a maa in you^ 
talons to the neft ? He is too bulky, faid the mother j 
when we find a man, we can only tear away his fjefli^ 
and leave his bones upon the ground. Since faianis fa 
big, faid the young oties, how do you kill him ? Yoti 
are afraid of the wolf and of the bear, !^y what powetf 
are vultures fuperior to man ? is man xporc defenceleli 
than a fheep ? We have not the ftrength of fnan^ re4 
turned the mother, and I am fometimes ih doubt whe? 
th^ we have the fubtilty ; and the vuhures would feldont 
feafl: upon his fleih, had not nature, that devoted hitil 
to our ufes, infufed into him a ftrange ferocity, t^hich t 
have never obferved in any other being that feeds upoit 
the earth. Two herds of men will often meet and ihakd 
the earth with noife, and fill the air with fire. When 
you hear noife and fee fire, with flaibes along the ground, 
haften to the place with your fwifteft wing, for men atd 
furely deftroying one another ; you will then find tlw 
ground fmoking with blood, and covered with earcafies, 
of which many are difmembered and rnangled ft>r thd 
convenience of the vulture. But when men have killed 
their prey, faid the pupil, why do they ndt eat it? 
When the wolf has killed a fheep, he fufFers not the! 
vulture to touch it till he has fatisfied himfelf. Is t^ot 
man another kind of wolf? Man, faid the mother, U 
the only beaft who kills that which he does not devcfuf j 
and this quality makes him fo much abenefaftor to' our 
^ fppcie^. 
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fpecies. If men kill our pr/ey and lay it in ouf way, 
faid the young one, what need (hall we have of labour, 
ing for ourfelves ? Becaufe man will, fometimes, replied 
the mother, remain for a long time quiet in his den. 
The old vultures will tell you when you are to watch 
his motions. When you fee men in great numbers 
moving clofe together, like a flight of ftorks, you may 
conclude that they are hunting, and that you will foon 
revel in human blood. But ftill, faid the young one, 
I would gladly know the reafon of this mutual flaughter. 
I could never kill what I could not eat. My child, faid 
the mother, this is a queftion which I cannot anfwer» 
though I am reckoned the moft fubtile bird of the 
mountain. When I was young, I ufed frequently to 
vifit the ayry of an old vulture, who dwelt upon the 
Carpathian rocks j he had made many obfervations ; he 
knew the places that afforded prey round his habitation, 
as far in every direftion as the ftrongeft wing can fly 
between the rifing and fetting of the fummepfun ; he 
had fed year after year on the entrails of men. His 
opinion was, that men had only the appearance of animal 
life, being really vegetables with a power of motion ; 
and that as the boughs of an oak are daihed together by 
the ftorm, that fwine may fatten upon the falling acorns, 
fo men are by fome unaccountable power driven one 
againft another, till they lofe their motion, that vultures 
may be fed. Others think they have obferved fome- 
thing of contrivance and policy among thefe mifchiev- 
ous beings ; and thofe that hover more clofely round 
them, pretend, that there is, in every herd, one that 
gives diredions to the reft, and feems to be more emi- 
nently delighted with a wide carnage. What it is that 
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entitle»:hiin to fach pre-eminence we know not ; he is 
feldom the biggefl: or the fwiftefl:, but he (hews by his 
eagemefs and diligence that he is, more than any of 
the others, a friend to the vultures. 
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